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Jillian McFrederick                       

What a treat! 

I loved this novel from start to 

finish as the author takes us from 

the frozen wastelands of Russia to 

The Ukraine and Italy. We are 

introduced separately to Aldo and 

Katerina from their childhood to 

their first meeting when Aldo is a 

prisoner of war in Russia. The 

knowledge of their individual 

history adds a depth to the story 

and the detail of description which 

the author provides us with makes 

for a sensitive and, at times 

naively, idealistic narrative, 

reminiscent of ‘The Shadow of the 

Wind’ which is one of my all-time 

favourite novels. 

Aldo's single-mindedness in his 

quest for revenge provides the 

drive for the novel and his expectation that Katerina will try to contact him 

after his release from the concentration camp provides the hope for his 

future....neither of which quite work out as expected. 

A gritty read at times, with a smattering of magical realism, this is a 

novel which I will be recommending to my friends. 

 

Brigitte Colwell  

A truly breathtaking read, transporting the reader from Leningrad 



to Venice to the Russian Steppes back to Venice, as we become 

entwined in the lives of Aldo and Katerina, during the dark days or 

war.  

A wonderful book which draws the reader quite effortlessly into the lives of Aldo 

and Katerina.  The story opens with a chance encounter that has a profound 

effect on their lives although we have to go back to discover how they get to this 

place.  The Second World War is the backdrop against which this novel is set, 

however, it is so much more.   The reader is privy to the strengths, the frailties, 

the hope, the despair of all the characters we meet and whilst the backdrop of 

the war provides some poignancy, the story is more to do with human nature 

and how circumstance can force individuals to do things that would normally 

be morally abhorrent. 

Beautifully written, it is easy to imagine the canals of Venice and the numbing 

cold of the Russian Steppes as well as the brutality, not just of war but of life.  A 

haunting and captivating tale that will stay with me for a long time. 

 

Jo-anne Atkinson  

Enjoyable but not as gripping and heartfelt as it could be.  

Aldo grows up in a warm, loving family in Venice.  His father runs a 

neighbourhood restaurant and he is an apprentice shipwright.  However after a 

series of mishaps Aldo finds himself fighting in Russia as part of the Italian 

army in the Second World War.  After escaping with a Russian girl, he is sent to 

the Gulags and finally returns to Venice to seek vengeance for old wrongs. 

This book is very easy to read and on a superficial level quite enjoyable.  The 

plot rattles along and the writing is simple.  However it is neither fish nor fowl, 

it is neither the sweeping romantic epic that it could be, nor the gritty story of 

survival and revenge that it might aspire to be.  Aldo’s supposed motivation for 

revenge is clear but the character, who has been overwhelmingly moral to that 

point, commits a callous murder with little guilt.  The two women in the story 

are completely separate and, whilst the backstory of one is given in some detail, 

the other isn't developed.  I did enjoy the book but it left little impression on me - 

at 300 pages it is too short to be the book it aspires to be. 

 

Edel Waugh  

I don't read too many books about war but there was something about the 

description of this book that really interested me just from the synopsis. Now 



that I have finished it I am so glad I read it, this is not just a book about 

war and the devastation that comes from that but is also about 

family, betrayal, love, honour and survival. My favourite characters 

were Aldo for his strength, Isabella for her kindness and gumption and 

Katerina for her bolshiness. Reading about someone's mindset while being in 

the midst of fighting was interesting and at times sad but the story is filled with 

hope. I recommend this book for those who like a story with a big twist. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Ann Peet  

Compulsive, well written novel with an epic feel, intriguing 

characters and vivid descriptions.  

From the first page you are immediately gripped by this moving and intriguing 

novel. It is 1943 and a young Russian girl, Katerina, sees an Italian prisoner of 

war in a Russian prison camp and manages to push a crust of bread through 

the wire to him. From there we go back in time to the stories of these two 

growing up and then find out what happens to them following this meeting. 

I was tremendously impressed by the quality of this author's writing. There are 

vivid and often harrowing descriptions of the horrors of wartime Russia but 

also lovely, evocative portraits of Venice. The characters are equally well drawn 

- I loved the fiercely independent Katerina. Aldo, the Italian soldier, is cleverly 

portrayed first as a young man whose happy life in Venice is ruined and then, 

as he struggles with desires for revenge or for love, we see the effect on him of 

his horrifying experiences as a soldier and prisoner of war. 

I found this book completely compulsive and gripping. It is also quite surprising 

as on several occasions it didn't go as I expected. This is definitely a book that 

will make an impression and stay with you and certainly an author to watch. 

 

Celia Cohen  

A moving novel, beautifully written.  

I loved this book. It was superbly written and I just couldn't put it down. It took 

you from Russia to Italy and the characters of Aldo, Katerina and Isabella all 

came alive in the author's wonderful words. Yes definitely a must read. 

 

Lynne Morgan  



A powerful book, full of drama, emotion and revenge.   

The story spans the continents, from Russia to Italy and back again, and the 

years, from 1928 to 1942, and through the war to 1952.   

This is different from most stories about the war, told from an unusual 

perspective. Aldo Gardini is an Italian soldier, captured by the Russians. 

Though it’s much more than his struggle to survive his time in a Russian prison 

camp, with all its grisly goings on, it’s his seemingly endless struggle just to 

survive day to day life, both before the war during his youth, and after his 

return, when the effects of war have prematurely aged him.   

There are two loves in Aldo’s life – Katerina, a girl from Leningrad, who gives 

him a crust of bread through the fence at the Russian camp, and Isabella, a 

woman from his youth in Venice, who is more than generous with her favours. 

But the main thread throughout this book is revenge.  This eats away at him 

throughout the story, feeding his compulsion to avenge his father’s premature 

death.   

The story dips into the lives of others, both in Leningrad and in Venice, though 

sometimes this feels fairly disconnected from the main tale, going out at 

tangents it leaves you wondering where the story is going. There is plenty of 

very good descriptive detail throughout, though for me, the ending felt slightly 

rushed, as if the author was running out of time, and needed to finish the story 

quickly.   

Christopher Jory covers such a wide span of time and events, I wondered if 

perhaps there is potential for more than just one story in this book.    

 

Sue  

‘The Art of Waiting’ is a wonderful title for this gripping book, set in 

Venice and the gulags of Russia, about all consuming passions of 

revenge, hope, love and survival.  

Set in Venice and the gulags of Russia the story weaves its way from pre-war 

Venice to Russia and back, twisting and turning, like the haunting venetian 

canals, to an unexpected conclusion. The author holds us in suspense waiting to 

find out whether revenge will be executed and whether love will prevail. 

The novel begins with a scene at the prison camp of a meeting of Aldo and 

Katerina at the barbed wire fence and draws us into the story of Aldo, an 

Italian trapped in the living nightmare of the prison camp in Russia. As we 

learn more about Aldo we find out that he is obsessed by revenge. He has had a 



tattoo marked on his arm to act as constant reminder of what he is waiting to 

do when he returns to Italy and these thoughts, continually hovering, keep Aldo 

strong and drive him on to survive the horrors of the war. 

This novel is well executed and the descriptions are wonderfully vivid. It is one 

of those books that is difficult to put down and leaves you with a desire to spend 

a few days in Venice very soon. 

 

Michelle Hemmingway 

‘The Art of Waiting’ by Christopher Jory tells the story of Aldo and his time on 

the Eastern Front during World War Two.  Whilst in a prisoner of war camp he 

meets Katerina and she brings him hope of a future.  This book wasn't really 

what I expected.  I thought it was going to be a straightforward love story 

however it was much more than this.  The revenge for Aldo's father's death and 

the beautifully complex Isabella were welcome additions that made the book 

more compelling and interesting.   

I especially loved the female characters in this book.  Both were 

strong, intelligent and independent. Katerina in particular was a joy to 

read and I loved her determination and compassion.  Aldo himself was 

sympathetic but flawed.  The only thing I was disappointed in was the ending.  

It just didn't seem to fit with the rest of the story and appeared to come from 

nowhere.   

 

Farah Alam  

This book was ok. It is an interesting story but, I didn't love the book 

and, the ending wasn't really one I would have liked. 

 

Genevieve McAllister  

A completely absorbing novel moving from war-time Venice to the 

freezing wastes of the Russian Steppe, exploring the impotency of 

the individual against the might of the state.  

‘The Art of Waiting’ by Christopher Jory is a completely absorbing novel 

moving from war-time Venice to the freezing wastes of the Russian Steppe and 

back again.  Exploring the impotency of the individual against the might of the 

state, it focuses on Aldo, a young apprentice boat builder and sometime 

musician.  His world and all he knows collapses abruptly following his father’s 



hunting accident and he joins the army, traipsing towards the horror of a 

Russian internment camp. 

There he meets Katerina, a Russian girl who has survived so far through her 

wits.  But can their connection continue following the war? 

The tale, moving between Russian and Italy is both detailed and sweeping in its 

reach.  Chris Jory builds a claustrophobic Venice, where all-seeing eyes monitor 

every move and play chess with people’s lives, whilst the poverty and will to 

survive in Leningrad is portrayed in horrifying detail.  It’s an epic story of love, 

war and revenge. 

You can follow Genevieve on Twitter: @genmcallister 

 


