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Nikki Whitmore  

A fast paced murder mystery with an ever 

increasing mortality rate…  

‘Blood in the Water’ is the first in 

Galbraith’s Alice Rice mystery series, set in 

Edinburgh. I always love a story set in a 

city I’ve visited and Edinburgh does seem 

to be a popular location for fictional 

murders! The story follows Alice and her 

colleagues as they try to catch a killer who 

seems to be intensely focused on some of 

the city’s professional elite.  

I enjoyed the story and thought it 

was well plotted. It held my 

attention because of the speed at 

which it progressed (seriously, two 

murders within the first thirty pages) and 

because it was just the right length. You 

could tell that the author really knew 

her subject when she was focusing on the 

characters with a legal background and I found the characters sympathetic and 

believable. I wouldn’t say that you found out a great deal about Rice during this 

first novel though so I’d be interested to see how the character progresses over 

the series. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

A crime thriller set in Edinburgh, how many more fictional 

repetitions are we to be faced with?  Well, if they are as compelling 

as ‘Blood in the Water’, bring them on!  



201 pages of top quality writing as we learn how Alice Rice drives ever more 

determinedly to identify the serial murder who seemingly attacks at will with 

no apparent link between the victims. 

Set in the December temperatures in the final days before Christmas, Alice 

manages to maintain her focus despite those around her falling victim to flu and 

despite her own desire to achieve a more fulfilling personal life and welcome a 

man into her world. 

What distinguished this murder-mystery for me was the way the senior and 

junior detectives worked together to solve the crime, Sure there was bravado 

and preferences but not the infighting that is so often the sub plot associated 

with other Edinburgh based crimes.   

One criticism I would, however, make was that the introduction of the personal 

lives of some of the characters was delivered somewhat clumsily and did not 

really make me feel particularly involved or caring. 

I did care what linked the victims, why they were being murdered and would 

the investigating team make an arrest before further deaths were experienced. 

For me, Galbraith's work was far more professional then McCall Smith and a 

credible complement to Rankin although Alice Rice will be challenged to step 

into the massive shoes of Rebus to claim the top spot in Edinburgh crime 

writing. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy  

I wanted a good holiday read and this book certainly fitted the bill.  It starts in 

the most innocuous of ways with a doctor seeing a patient but moves quickly on 

with a violent and totally unexpected death.  Murders do then come quite thick 

and fast giving Alice Rice, the featured detective in the story, more than enough 

to do.  With the author’s obvious knowledge of the Scottish legal system and her 

careful research into medical matters it was a novel that was hard to put down.  

It led the reader a merry dance from start to finish and trying to work out the 

connections between the diverse range of victims was almost impossible. 

Involving people from all walks of life – it was difficult to solve the cases which 

in a crime thriller can only be a good thing. 

 Alice and her Edinburgh Police colleagues were all fairly typical characters – 

none standing out particularly including Alice.  In future stories, she could 

develop in personality and grow on me and I would certainly read any future 

stories involving her by this new author. It held my interest throughout 



and it is one of the most readable stories by a new writer I have come 

across in quite a while. Ideal for devotees of this type of fiction. 

  

Anita Wallas  

Police procedural with an Advocacy twist in an Edinburgh setting, 

‘Blood in the Water’ is a great introduction to a new series featuring 

DS Alice Rice.  

Blood on the Water is an interesting and enjoyable debut, the first of a series 

featuring DS Alice Rice. In this outing, she investigates a series of murders, 

trying to determine the link which will lead her to the identity of the killer. 

The story is set in Edinburgh and there's a strong sense of location.  We gain a 

sense of Alice as both a person and police officer.  She seems a little isolated, 

personally and professionally, although competent enough.  This police 

procedural included detailed description of legal processes, which I enjoyed. 

This with the medical aspects of the story gave a slightly different slant to most 

police procedurals.  The cut and thrust of the court was particularly well 

depicted. Gillian Galbraith captures characters and dialogue very well.  Class 

differences are clear from speech and mannerisms and the use of vernacular in 

some of the dialogue exchanges felt natural and was easy to read. 

I enjoyed the vignettes, used to good effect as a narrative device to move the plot 

forward and give substance to the characters.  It's well written and kept my 

interest throughout.  I believe there's great potential to develop the central 

character; she's compassionate but lacks a little depth.  However, on the 

strength of this well crafted but if escapism, I'm looking forward to reading the 

later books in this series.   

 

Sandra - twitter @Beauty_Balm 

Featuring new detective DS Alice Rice, the race is on to find the killer of a series 

of murders among the professional elite of the New Town.  

A new detective is in town. Meet DS Alice Rice, a single ambitious woman in her 

30s who needs to find a killer.  A series of murders take place and the race is on 

to find the killer.  Alice needs to find the connection.  The first murdered is a 

Consultant Gynecologist, then a handyman, a QC and his assistant.   

The book takes us to the world of the legal profession and a medical 

negligence case.  I really enjoyed the book and it kept me interested 



throughout.  Would recommend. 

 

Diana Stray 

I enjoyed this crime thriller set in Edinburgh and featuring Alice 

Rice, a detective sergeant with Lothian and Borders police. 

I felt that it was well written and, although I would not describe it as gripping, 

it did keep my interest throughout.  There was possibly a little too much Scottish 

legal talk for my liking. I also felt that the male police officers were very 

stereotyped, sexist and stupid! (but that's men for you - that's a joke!!).   

I would recommend this book which is the first in a series featuring Alice Rice.  

 

Catherine Dugmore  

Set in Edinburgh, ‘Blood in the Water’ introduces the reader to DS Alice Rice.  

She has a race on her hands to track down a serial killer.  Thrilling fast moving 

plot.  

‘Blood in The Water’ is set in Edinburgh.  The reader is introduced to DS Alice 

Rice (a likeable and believable character) who has a race against time to track 

down the serial killer to gruesome murders, which are detailed quite 

graphically.  I thoroughly enjoyed this fast moving book.  From the very first 

page, I was gripped.  The plot takes many twists and turns (shocking, 

unexpected ones that made me take a sharp intake of breath) and 

has you guessing right up until the last chapter.  The book is based 

around crime mixed with medical negligence in which the author draws on her 

knowledge as a medical negligence advocate.  The only thing I found slightly 

confusing to begin with, was the Scottish dialect, but I soon got into it.  I shall 

certainly read the other three titles in the Alice Rice series.  The book has under 

200 pages and is easily read very quickly.  I could not put it down. 

 

Daran  

An exciting story set against the background of Edinburgh's legal and medical 

professions.  

This is a gripping if not particularly deep story line, and partly due 

to the brevity. The story is somewhere in the middle ground between 

thrilling and gritty. Gillian Galbraith's experience as an advocate  

specialising in medical negligence is very apparent. Her knowledge of the 



working of the courts in Edinburgh is obvious.  

There are a lot of characters mentioned in the book some I feel are unnecessary 

especially as the novel is only 201 pages in length. 

The main character, Alice Rice is likeable and believable. 

The story is a good first attempt and I look forward to reading the next ones in 

the series. 

 

Rachel Bridgeman  

Along with Harry Bingham's Fiona Griffiths, Gillian Galbraith's Alice Rice is 

my new favourite female detective. This is the only book I've read so 

far of hers but can highly recommend her!  

Alice Rice arrives fully fledged as a new addition to the pantheon of regional 

detectives, and a most welcome addition she is too! It is immensely enjoyable as 

a thriller, the Scottish landscape vividly realised and for sheer page turning 

ability, Ms Galbraith writes like a dream. It starts with the discovery of the 

body of a consultant gynaecologist, which is not for the faint hearted. The 

bodies then begin piling up in a race against time to solve the killings before 

there are many more. It made me very happy to check Lovereading and see that 

there are more Alice Rice books to investigate... 

 

Lisa Lamb 

I toiled a little with the opening chapters of this book. 

A lot of time was spent laying the foundations, giving in depth descriptions of 

the characters and their lives. However, the book was pacey enough to keep me 

interested and reading on, and by my 2nd sitting (about a third into the 

book) I found myself unable to switch off the light… I had to keep 

reading on until the end. 

Alice is an interesting character whom I am eager to learn more about and see 

developing in the next books.  I also particularly enjoyed the detailed insight 

into the legal world. I will seek out the other titles in the series whilst awaiting 

the publication of ‘Troubled Waters’. 

 

Gerri Tennant 

An absorbing book which I read very quickly.  Set in Edinburgh it invites us in 



to observe the Scottish legal system in some depth and introduces us to Detective 

Sergeant Alice Rice whose private life is sadly lacking, leaving her lonely and 

disillusioned adding credence to the depth of her involvement in the case. There 

are lots of characters to remember and lots of legal terminology and processes 

which I found really interesting. The court procedures are well depicted and it 

gives an insight into the background to the court appearances and behind the 

scenes conversations between different legal characters.  As the grisly 

murders unfold, the clues add up and layers of information 

eventually lead to a satisfying ending.  I liked Alice and will look 

forward to reading more of her cases. 

 

Michelle Hodson 
 
Disappointing and difficult to get into. I didn't feel that the story 
flowed.  Half way through the book we are still being introduced to new 
characters who appear for 1 chapter before getting 'bumped off'. It was difficult 
to invest any sort of concern or feeling for the victims and once the case was 
solved I really didn't feel that I had to even finish the story. 
  

 

 

 


