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Sarah Musk  

A funny, sad, haunting, poignant 

collection of short stories.  I would 

recommend this book to anyone who 

likes to read about the dark, quirky side 

of human nature.  

These short stories are a mixture of the 

strange, the supernatural and sometimes the 

uncomfortable.  I very much liked the title 

story – ‘The Boy Who Could See Death’.  It is a 

sad, haunting tale about a life blighted by a 

strange gift - the ability to see that a person is 

about to die.  It starts off as an innocent 

remark by a child to his friend but very 

quickly his gift escalates into dominating and 

destroying any semblance of a normal life for 

the boy.  Even his parents are wary of him.  I 

thought this was an interesting tale.  Most of 

the other stories I enjoyed - though I was not 

sure about the story about Prince Mamillius.  I 

found it odd and it didn't seem to fit with the 

other stories.   

The stories do have a sadness about them and depict the dark side of humans 

but there is also some humour too - I am thinking particularly about the 

kleptomaniac aunt and even the story about an unfaithful husband having his 

mother taking away his wife has got an absurd side to it. 

I like Salley Vickers - I think she is very readable and tells a good story.  She 

understands human nature and relationships and this collection of short stories 

illustrates this very well.  Thoroughly recommended! 

 



 

Cat Hogwood  

A collection of short stories to fire your imagination.  

‘The Boy Who Could See Death’ is a well written collection of short 

stories, each one incredibly individual. They each touch on various 

things in life, such as family interactions, bereavement, betrayal 

and secrets. 

Although I normally prefer longer stories with more character development I 

found that I did connect with most of the characters. Some of the stories were 

very bizarre and left me wondering over the mysterious endings.  

I most liked reading ‘The Boy Who Could See Death’ but did still enjoy the one or 

two stories that were less complicated. 

I would recommend this book to those short story book lovers that enjoy a 

bizarre tale with a twist. 

 

Sarah Davis  

Extraordinary stories for the curious. 

I have always been a fan of Salley Vickers and her new collection of short 

stories 'The Boy Who Could See Death' in no way disappoints. The stories as 

much of her work is about the human psyche.  

Each story contains many interconnecting themes - including life, death and 

love. We encounter a host of quirky but interesting characters. Each little story 

has something cleverly subtle to say about human condition and its complex 

emotions - that is explored often in an unexpected way. All the characters 

are finely crafted and believable.  Salley Vickers writes beautifully - 

her prose is almost lyrical in quality 

 

Maggie Crane 

‘The Boy Who Could See Death’ is a collection of stories, some of them 

quite depressing it has to be said, although they do contain gravity 

and interest to hold the reader. The content which is well written varies but 

in essence it appears all the stories are about loss or regret, which can prove a 

little overwhelming and oppressive. This is not a book I would ever purchase 

and I cannot envisage it being of great interest in a Library unfortunately. 



 

Edel Waugh - www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

This is a collection of ten short stories covering many topics such as 

relationships, life and death etc. 

I had some favourites from this collection and I particularly liked 

the little twists and turns that were often placed in each story that 

you did not see coming. ‘Mown Grass’, ‘Vacation’, ‘The Sofa’, ‘The Boy Who 

Could See Death’ were among my favourites from this collection but each story 

had something special about it. A beautiful collection of stories that would make 

a wonderful gift for the reader who is hard to buy a book for. This was the first 

time I have read a book by this author but now I can't wait to find more books 

by her.  

 

Suzanne James - twitter @suzannened 

Perfect to curl up with on a wintry day  

It was the title that drew me to this collection of short stories.  I was intrigued 

by the concept and how it would work in a short story - a format that can never 

really develop characters fully and consequently relies much more on the ideas 

behind the stories.  In some of these stories this works much better than in 

others.  There were just a couple that didn't work for me (mainly, I think, 

because their endings seemed too contrived, inevitable I think with some short 

stories, there just isn't the length to let the story take it's natural course) but 

those I liked were moving, intriguing and thought-provoking.  All the stories 

were written beautifully - a flowing, poetic style that drew you on 

through tales of loss and betrayal without becoming too dark or 

maudlin. 

I'm not usually a big short story reader but I like the idea of being able to dip in 

and out when time permits without losing the thread of a story - that being said 

I finished this collection in just one day! 

 

Katie Hoare 

This collection of ten short stories are beautifully written and engages the 

reader with each protagonist of every story. Whilst I was reading the story I 

felt that I was either in the room or following each of the characters 

around, and the variety of themes which are written about are 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com/


treated with such tenderness and subtly. 

Like all stories there are some that are stand out more than others. I really felt 

for Eli in the title story, ‘The Boy Who Could See Death’, as he was a bit of an 

outsider, but only few felt that they could reach out to this unusual, but lonely 

character. But in The Churchyard I felt that I could see out of the window as 

Sarah Pallisar did, and felt that I was watching what she was watching, as well 

as being in the room with her. 

These are the kind of stories which you can sit down with a good cup of tea, with 

peace and quiet, where you can take in the characters world. 

  

Sue Broom  

I have enjoyed several of Salley Vickers’ novels so was very excited 

to find this collection of short stories offered for review.  I couldn’t 

have been more delighted with it.  As you would expect from this author, 

the stories are mostly concerned with endings and beginnings, with 

psychological insights into people’s behaviour and relationships, and hints (and 

in a couple of cases more than a hint) of supernatural forces at work.  In her 

foreword to this collection she describes the places that inspired her and I was 

struck by how quickly and clearly she can conjure up the perfect setting for her 

characters and their actions, no mean feat in a short story 10 to 30 pages long. 

She is such a classy writer, with a truly beautiful, delicate touch.  You can tell 

she adores the English language and is often playful with it - I was particularly 

taken with the rock band ‘Pard’ and its frontman Leo, for example, in my 

favourite of the stories, the last and longest one ‘Vacation’. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

This was a wonderful selection of short stories. I loved it!!  

This book is hard to give a review as it’s about short stories, so all I will say is 

that the stories in here are brilliant. It’s got everything you would want to read 

in one sitting. So pull up a chair and buy this book... 

 

Val Rowe 

A simply delicious Pandora's Box of short stories which is a sheer 

delight to read.  



Salley Vickers latest book contains ten eclectic short stories, each one offering a 

new and intriguing theme. I have always enjoyed the individuality her work, 

particularly 'Miss Garnet's Angels', and this is her second book of short stories, 

the first being the highly praised 'Aphrodite's Hat'. 

I do enjoy reading short stories and this does not disappoint. Salley Vickers 

includes an informative 'Author's Note' in the introductory pages which explains 

her inspiration behind some of the stories and I so enjoyed reading about her 

ideas and learning more about her. Indeed, having read the entire book, I 

returned to this to remind myself of her thoughts and ideas in developing the 

storylines. 

Although each story was fresh and original and I never quite knew what was 

about to unfold, my favourite was that of the title of the book – ‘The Boy who 

could See Death’ - which I found extremely poignant.  

Read this collection and you will explore a whole range of emotions and visit a 

variety of themes and settings narrated in a beautifully simple style. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

I did not realise that this was a book of short stories which I do not really like so 

the stories were okay but it was not for me. 

This book of short stories was a departure from my usual sort of 

books. I am afraid that if a book does not grab me from the first page then I 

cannot get on with it. With this book I managed to read it all  (first for me) but I 

cannot truthfully say I enjoyed it, the fault is  with me so perhaps I should not  

have reviewed  it.  I can say though that a lot of my friends will love it 

and that it will be a success but not for me. 

 

Farah Alam  

This book was ok for me. It wasn't as interesting for the most part 

and, I found myself just reading on just to get to the end. 

 

Sally Doel 

I must admit, I don't usually read 'short stories' as a rule, not because I don't 

like them, but because I just don't think about them!  Therefore, it was quite a 

novelty for me to read this book - I haven't read anything by Salley Vickers 

before and have been pleasantly introduced with these short stories. 



Each separate story is an interesting snippet of an individual's life.  The 

characters are interesting and I loved the different elements of psychological 

and supernatural contained in this book.  All stories are a little 'different' and 

quirky.  "Each story is perfectly formed: a snapshot of a total stranger, a 

fleeting glimpse of lives spiced with a little something extra". 

I really liked this collection and it has encouraged me to read both 

more by Salley Vickers and more short stories! 

 

Karen Clark  

An enjoyable collection of short stories: I particularly enjoyed A 

Christmas Gift which was sad and funny at the same time (and gives hope to 

all 50+ women!).  

The stories vary in their settings, both in time and place, but many of them focus 

on bereavement or loss of some sort. Some do have rather predictable endings( 

Kleptomania, The Sofa, Mown Grass) but the author focusses on the 

conversations of the characters which  reveals their  personalities and all the 

other  things  going on in their lives apart from those in the main  storyline. 

Many of the characters  are ordinary people in  everyday situations (The 

Vacation, Rescue, The Train that left when it was  not supposed to- this one 

made me laugh out loud a couple of times) but who find themselves sucked into 

strange situations or there is an interesting twist at the end. Some stories are 

better than others but there is likely to be something to appeal to most readers. 

 

Glynis Elliott  

This was a most unusual collection of short stories with at times a 
supernatural twist.  Each story was very different to the last but each had 
me captivated to the extent that I finished the whole book the same 
day. I will definitely read more from this author. 

 

Sarah Jones 

An intriguing collection of short stories that lends itself to being read 

again straight after the first reading, in order to make sure none of 

the details that give these stories their air of strangeness have been 

missed. 

All the stories contain twists that reveal something unexpected about the 



characters. The hidden emotions and secrets behind their apparent normality 

and public facades are laid bare. 

The stories cover a variety of relationships and life events including the ending 

of a romance, family bickering, death and funerals and affairs. These snapshots 

of lives linger in the mind a long time after finishing the book: there is Eli whose 

rare gift brings him increasing isolation; Andy whose mother changes his 

marriage in a way he never expected; and Frances who meets the man of her 

imagination. 

 

Barbara Gaskell  

A book of short stories with entrancing words and adept 

observations. Kept me going whilst on my daily train commute.  4 

out 5 stars.  

I admit to being a biased reviewer as I have thoroughly enjoyed all of Salley 

Vicker’s previous books – with the quality of her storytelling and her fascination 

with the uncanny and mysterious. Her background shines through with her 

psychological observations of people and their lives.  

If someone suggests that short stories are inferior to novels then I 

would direct them to read this book. The richness in the stories is 

mesmerising . ‘The Boy Who Could See Death’ and ‘The Churchyard’ were my 

favourite stories as they combined the emotions of loss and grief with a 

supernatural touch. Recommended. 

 

Sarah Harper  

A thoroughly enjoyable collection of quirky tales.  

I’m not a great lover of short stories -to be honest, they tend to leave me feeling 

unsatisfied and craving more depth. However, this collection of quirky tales has 

opened my eyes to their appeal. Bite sized chunks of life which leave you content 

in the knowledge that everything’s tied up or, if not, then it wasn’t meant to be. 

There’s no waiting to see what happens next. It’s all done and dusted and any 

progression is left to the reader’s imagination. Despite only making their 

acquaintance fleetingly, Salley Vickers imparts a great depth to her 

characters and has the ability to make each tale unique with a range 

of writing styles and a variety of themes. ‘The Churchyard’ left me feeling 

slightly perplexed but ‘Kleptomania’ was very funny, ‘Rescue’ was finely 

constructed and ‘Vacation’ was a real gem. A thoroughly enjoyable collection. 



 

Ed Robson  

 ‘The Boy Who Could See Death’ is a largely successful collection of 

short stories that make subtle yet telling observations of human 

weakness and self-deception.  

The most effective tales in this readable and intelligent collection are those – like 

the final pair – that have pleasingly ambiguous conclusions. Vickers has a keen 

eye for representing the inner life of the individual and how our self-

representation so often runs counter to how others regard us. Whilst reading 

‘Rescue’ I found myself smiling in recognition at the feelings being described by 

the narrator, before being suddenly brought up short by the actions of those 

around her. 

The opening tale in the collection sets the tone for most of the book – a 

deceptively simple tale with an impressive twist ending. The title story works 

because the premise – of a child who can foretell the mortal end of anyone he 

looks upon – could easily have descended into fantasy and melodrama. Instead, 

this is a compelling meditation on the crushing power of loneliness, with the 

principal character effectively representing anyone who is socially excluded. 

The only stories that don’t work effectively are when Vickers abandons her 

complex understanding of middle class life and mores and either resorts to 

unsubtle characterisation – in ‘Kleptomania’ – or outright stereotype (the Polish 

character in the third story is crassly drawn, in an unconvincing semi-

fantastical tale). 

The book’s cover has a Magritte-inspired illustration, yet this is misleading: the 

stories in this collection are more representative of Edward Hopper, with their 

subtle ability to represent solitude and leave you pondering what happened 

after the story concludes. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

A very readable collection of short stories, these are typical of Salley 

Vickers’ concise and deliberate style. 

Each story is distinct from the next with the characterization and descriptions 

giving us just enough information to enter fully into each story, hinting at a 

depth of history with a hint of future possibilities. Each story ends with a twist 

or ironical observation which hints at the humor found in the most unlikely of 

situations. My favorite story is 'Vacation', the last one of the collection. A 



poignant tale of rejection, dysfunctional relationships and unlikely consequence 

which is oddly satisfying to the reader. 

Well worth the read, this comes highly recommended. 

 

 


