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Joanne Baird  

A gentle book, beautifully written, 

showing that secrets however deeply 

hidden can still have a profound 

effect.  

Fiona and her minister husband David 

have become increasingly concerned about 

their teenage son's Colom's behaviour. It 

seems more than the usual teenage 

hormonal moods. When one of Colom's 

friends commits suicide, a police search 

reveals Colom's own suicide note. David 

refuses to seek professional help, preferring 

to look to the counselling services within 

their Church. As someone who has become 

renowned for parenting advice, you can 

understand to a certain extent why he may 

feel threatened. Fiona feels she will not get 

the help she needs for Colom and takes him 

to a friend's house in France. 

The book is all about the secrets hidden within the family which are affecting 

Colom, even though he is unaware that there are secrets. One of the secrets 

David and Fiona are keeping from Colom is fairly obvious early on in the book. 

However, the full extent and their reasoning is not revealed until much later. 

Through the beautiful, poetic language, you have a real sense of the 

peacefulness of the French village where Fiona takes Colom. It is in this calm 

situation that Colom is finally able to talk about what worries him. This 

calmness also allows Fiona to make her own confession to her friend. 

Although there are little snippets about rain from novels, poetry and Wikipedia 

at the beginning of each chapter, the real meaning of the title does not become 



clear until very near the end of the book. 

I very much enjoyed Gerard Kelly's style of writing. He explored family tensions 

in a way that wasn't dramatic yet still had impact. There was a fair amount 

about spirituality in the novel which may affect non-Church goers enjoyment of 

the book.  A moving debut. 

 

Linda Hill  

A thoughtful, intense read that questions what we do with the truth of our lives.  

'The Boy Who Loved Rain' can be read on many levels. At the start it put me in 

mind of the style of Jodi Picoult. Gerard Kelly weaves an intensely emotional 

narrative around the life of Colom and the nightmares caused by his past and 

the attempts of his adoptive parents to keep that past from him. It is possible to 

read the novel as a kind of detective story as we find out why Colom lives in an 

angry, silent world of unhappiness.  

Characters are well drawn and themes of love, lies, faith, hope and despair are 

extremely well created so that the reader experiences what the characters, 

particularly Fiona, Colom and Miriam, experience. The iterative image of rain 

that binds the novel's actions and chapters together is apposite and skillful, 

giving further insight into events and meanings. Settings are so well created 

that it is easy to picture them in your imagination. 

At times, however, I found the religious aspect a little too contrived 

and dominating, but if the reader can overcome this slight flaw, 'The 

Boy Who Loved Rain' is a captivating read. 

 

Rachael Anderson 

A gripping tale about facing one's inner demons and the difficulties 

of parenting.  

The novel is a beautifully written and intelligent work exploring spirituality, the 

nature versus nurture debate and the damage incurred when an individual 

represses difficult memories and does not come to terms with what has 

happened in the past.  

Colom, a young teenager, has parents that love him. He is the son of David, a 

church pastor and Fiona. However, he is a very troubled individual, who has a 

recurring nightmare in which he fails to save his drowning sister.  It is not just 

Colom who has to face his demons, but the majority of the characters involved 



within the story. Nearly all have secrets that they have hidden away from each 

other, which is causing anxiety and stress to each individual. Colom, whose 

secrets are hidden away even from himself, becomes so desperate that he writes 

a suicide pledge. 

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this novel.  However, whilst the characters evolve 

in a seemingly believable way, I can not help wonder how this would have 

turned out in real life especially with the type of 'counselling' that Colum 

received.  In certain areas you just have to suspend belief for a while. 

If you can do this it becomes a real pager turner. 

 

Carly Lau 

A book about trying to protect our families from harm, and how facing our pain 

is sometimes the only way to move forward in life.  

I've not read anything by Gerard Kelly before, but I found this book to be a very 

involving, interesting read. The story is about a family in crisis, triggered by 

their teenage sons increasing apathy towards his life and future. The book 

delves into the possibility of our unknown past harming our lives in unknown 

ways, which is an interesting view to take and also raises the question of how 

honest we should be with our children to prevent them from harm. Gerard 

Kelly is a poet so the book is very beautifully written, and due to the 

wonderfully described locations it is a lovely read. At times the book 

veered a little towards the melodramatic, and I’m not sure the third act was 

necessary to the story, specifically the reference to the title, but I would 

recommend this book to anyone who loves insights into the lives and minds of 

others. 

 

Sue Muir  

This is an enthralling story of a disturbed young boy. It is all 

consuming and will leave you reflecting on secrets and the fragility 

of upbringing and youth.  

This is an enthralling story about a very disturbed young boy growing up with 

a supposedly "perfect childhood" but troubled by not understanding his own 

emotions. He is angry, sullen and uncommunicative. His subconscious brings up 

things in nightmare dreams that he can’t remember and leave him screaming. 

These dreams are affecting his life. His mother finds a suicide note, which jolts 

her into action. His parents have kept secrets from him that they finally realize 



they can no longer do. They need to put their lives aside and focus on Colom.  

The novel is beautifully written with wonderful descriptions of Portivy in 

Brittany, the sea and rain, and of art but is also tinged with sadness with 

descriptions of being someone being “lost” and of tragic wrongs done to 

children. “When I was thirteen I lost myself” is how the book begins and it is not 

till the end that we understand this and also the title. A wonderfully sensitively 

written book with well portrayed convincing characters. This book is all 

consuming and will leave you reflecting on secrets and the fragility of 

upbringing and youth.  

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

It's easy to tell the author is a poet - there are some beautiful 

descriptive passages in this book.  

The author deals with a delicate and topical subject and does it very well, 

gradually disclosing more information until the full history is evident. 

Most teenage boys have their moments of angst and can change from angelic 

little boys into devious monsters as puberty hits, but Colom, who seemingly had 

a perfect childhood has become a living nightmare for his parents. Something 

horrific is hovering on the edge of his consciousness, disturbing his sleep, and 

making his life unbearable. 

How his parents, particularly his mother, deal with his problems provides the 

“meat” of the book and I found it fascinating.  

The book is well written and there are some beautiful descriptive passages in it. 

 

Sophie Hedley  

‘The Boy Who Loved Rain’ is a thought-provoking, unpredictable story 

with a moving portrayal of how secrets and hidden truths can affect 

a family. A stunning, captivating novel.  

‘The Boy Who Loved Rain’ told the beautiful, unusual story of Colom, a teenager 

who is suffering from dreams he can’t understand and secrets he feels are there 

but has no knowledge of. I found this to be a really moving, unpredictable story 

and I was captivated by Gerard Kelly’s emotive writing.  

Each chapter begins with a quote or a definition of rain, which I found really 

fascinating. Rain was a mysterious underlying theme in the novel, one that had 

me hooked trying to work it out. There were some parts of this book that I felt 



could have been explored a bit more, but the portrayal of rain was stunning and 

captured the essence of the story strongly.  

The character development was well done – I thought Colom especially felt 

realistic and though we’re unaware of the course of events that have turned him 

into who he is, he still showed signs of a teenage boy who isn’t confronted by 

confusing dreams and scary thoughts. I almost felt the need to protect him and 

was fascinated and hopeful that he would discover more about himself in order 

to live a comfortable life.  

‘The Boy Who Loved Rain’ was such a thought-provoking novel, with a deep and 

intriguing look at how secrets can affect a family. As the novel moved on, I felt 

drawn to this family and ultimately enthralled. This novel did not disappoint at 

all – it was touching, affirming and conveyed a special story that I really loved. 

http://www.reviewedthebook.co.uk 

Twitter: @SophieRTB 

 


