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Clair Chaytors  

Beautifully written story... 

Once again Alan Titchmarsh has written a 

beautiful and captivating story with ‘Bring 

Me Home’. Warm, rich in prose and 

with beautifully drawn believable 

characters I loved this book. Set in the 

breath-taking Highlands of Scotland Alan is 

a real pro at capturing the raw essence and 

beauty of the landscape and as a Highlands 

fan I just wanted to be there, such is the 

vividness of his description. The story 

follows Charlie who barely out of his teenage 

years inherits the family’s Scottish castle. It 

could be considered the perfect life; a 

beautiful castle, a beautiful wife and four 

beautiful children who follow but Charlie 

soon realises that life isn’t as straight-

forward as he would like it to be and that 

love and loss are constantly entwined. 

‘Bring Me Home’ is very well written and I can’t recommend it 

highly enough. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Sodhail Castle in Scotland belongs to Charlie Stuart, and has been in the family 

for years.  Starting in June 2000, the story is one that has the magical feel of 

you having known the characters for ever, and that you are part of the family, it 

weaves it way into your minds eye, like a mist over a Loch.   

Charlie goes off to boarding school, here he meets Gordan, who is to become a 



big part of his life along with Eleanor, his childhood friend. 

There is sadness, but it so delicately dealt with, that it doesn't leave you feeling 

depressed (as some books can).  Alan’s new novel, is so different from his other 

books, ie Mr Macgregor, I personally think this is his best book so far, 

reminding me of ‘A Winter Solstice’ by Rosamunde Pilcher, a favourite of mine, 

this is one to re- read, as the descriptions of Scotland are 

breathtaking.  

 

Marjorie Lacy 

This is the first Alan Titchmarsh book I have read, although I have watched him 

on T.V., often enough. I was curious as to his writing style. 

I liked the beginning of his story, the perfect family.  

The description of life in the Castle and lands, I enjoyed, as something I am 

unlikely to do. I would enjoy sitting on his rock communing with view. 

The quotes at the beginning of each chapter, I liked. The story continued, going 

in a different direction to what I expected. The last chapter seemed a bit 'limp' 

but it did 'close the circle'. 

A good book to have away on holiday with you. I will choose to read 

some other of Alan's books. 

 

Carole Tuckett 

At the tender age of 11 years Charlie Stuart born to be laird of Castle Sodhail, 

was sent away to boarding school. He later progressed to Agricultural College 

to learn how to manage the Estate. The story takes us through the ups and 

downs of his life. Private and public are put together with a twist at the 

end, to make a most readable story.  

 

Anne Rhodes 

Charlie's love for Castle, countryside, family and friends all play 

their part when he finds an unusual way of keeping Castle Sodhail 

out of debt.  

Based in an impecunious Highland Castle, at the edge of Loch Sodhail, this is the 

story of Charlie and his family – of his struggle to make ends meet, and the 

method he found of easing that financial burden.   



Charlie, a bit of a loner but utterly at one with the countryside round his home, 

and fiercely loyal to his friends, has hugged a dark secret to his heart for many 

years. 

From long before reaching maturity, Charlie has worked hard to keep 'his' 

Castle out of the doldrums.  He is aided and abetted in this by his loyal ghillie, 

Murdo, who was also his uncle, being the brother of Charlie's mother, Fortune.  

We follow Charlie through his growing years, the friendships he forms which 

last him a lifetime, and worry with him about his detachment from his father, 

about whether the girl he loves returns his love – and running through the story 

from beginning to end, is the need to keep the Castle financially afloat with its 

reputation untarnished. 

 

Jane Nicol 

A light, summer read with some lovely descriptions of life in the 

Highlands of Scotland.  

The story started off well making me intrigued to find out more. I found the 

characters quite likeable and enjoyed the descriptions of life in the Highlands of 

Scotland. 

Several sub-plots were introduced but not brought to a reasonable conclusion 

and unfortunately in my opinion the main plot didn't develop well and the 

ending lacked credibility.   

I thought I was going to enjoy this book more than I did however it left me 

feeling rather disappointed. 

 

Karin Gibson 

The story starts and ends at roughly the same point in time, the end of a 

summer garden party. It is obvious that Charlie has life changing news to 

impart. You imagine so many scenarios whilst reading the book but not the 

actual one. 

Charlie is the Laird of a Scottish estate with three daughters and a son. The 

story immediately goes back into Charlie’s youth and covers about 40 years in 

the family’s history. The story despite covering the themes of betrayal, tragedy, 

espionage and the final mystery is written without any of the usual build up of 

tension and pace. It is an easy-going read and you do get to care about the main 

characters and want them to prevail.  



The writing is ‘average’ and flows easily. It starts slowly and gradually gathers 

pace. 

The quotes at the start of each chapter are relevant but they do not enhance the 

reading experience. Throughout the book the important story lines lacked depth 

and were at times clichéd. 

On a positive note, there are very good description of the estate and I 

would describe this as a light holiday read. Would I recommend it – 

maybe not. 

 

Sue Burton  

Short but well written book. 

I enjoyed reading ‘Bring Me Home’ but not sure whether I would recommend to 

other people, the story lost its way in parts and I found I skipped pages as it 

gave too much detail and the main character was very annoying. 

 

Victoria Emerson  

I absolutely loved this book.  

Alan Titchmarshs' descriptions of the Scottish Highlands were so 

evocative it was like being there again.  

A gentle tale of family, friends and love, with many twists and turns.  I wasn’t 

too sure about the final twist; I certainly didn’t see it coming.   

Overall it was a great, easy read, perfect for a Sunday afternoon. 

 

Brigitte Colwell  

A lovely read, set against the backdrop of the beautiful Scottish 

Highlands.  A good story line, with engaging characters, a curling 

up in front of the fire book.  

An intriguing read, beginning at a summer drinks party in the family home of 

Sodhail Castle in 2000.  We are then taken back in time to begin a journey 

through the family history, with all its intrigue, tragedy, betrayal and drama, 

to arrive back at the drinks party in 2000.   

I wanted to know what happened to each of the characters, and whilst some of 

the storyline might have been a wee bit far-fetched, I did enjoy this book. 



 

Susan Walsh – twitter @truckermercedes 

Loved this. 

A brilliant read, thoroughly enjoyable. 

A Highland Tale with twists. 

Set amidst beautiful countryside, what seems an idyllic family is everything but. 

A tale of love, friendship, jealousy & family fortune. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. 

Keeps you wanting more, as you find out the family secrets. 

10/10 loved it 

 

Cathy Burman 

Alan Titchmarsh, talented gardener and now a very talented author, take us to 

the Highlands, to a castle with wonderful scenic, serene surroundings. What 

could possibly go wrong? Well plenty of things actually. 

At the annual drinks party the family figurehead and laird, Charlie, relives the 

past and the present and the events that could tear the family apart and could 

result in him losing everything.  

An eclectic mix of jealousy, romance, tragedy, espionage, dark 

secrets, love, hate and passion.  

A lovely, easy read with unexpected twists and turns. There are touches 

of humour, compassion, and pure love which will endear you to some of the 

characters and there are also hints of betrayal and selfishness which will turn 

you against some of the others.  

As I read this book my emotions were on a bit of a roller coaster, but I wanted, 

and did, stay on it to the end. It wasn't difficult. I enjoyed it very much and I am 

sure that you will too.  

 

Helen Jones 

Although I was aware of Alan Titchmarsh as a broadcaster and 

gardener this is the first book of his that I have read and I was 

pleasantly surprised.   It was an enjoyable well written story and easy to 



read. 

The story is about Charlie Stuart a Scot who loves his ancestral home and 

family, and prefers life on the estate to town life.   The story starts and ends 

with a drinks party and his perfect family.   However it is not so perfect and the 

themes of family, loyalty, death, guilt and love run through the book. 

I found these themes quite moving and Charlie is a decent man who in many 

ways is similar to his father, and sees the good in people and they are betrayed 

by people they trust.   

I am not sure how true the parts set in Scotland are and whether it is too 

romanticised but this is fiction and I thoroughly enjoyed this book. 

 

Nikki Clark  

A likeable story I would describe as a sedate stroll through the 

Scottish Highlands. Unfortunately I was expecting a hike along 

hidden paths with a breathtaking view at the top.  

Whilst a pleasant book which did keep my interest sufficiently, I felt it did not 

live up to the blurb on the back cover. Suggestions of dark secrets and betrayal 

caught my attention but I was disappointed that they were running alongside a 

more mediocre tale without really becoming a major part of the story; in some 

cases I could not see the point of including them at all. 

Charlie Stuart’s relationships with his father and his best friend from school 

gave the book some depth, more so than the supposed scandal, danger and 

intrigue of other events. The Highlands setting gives an air of mystery due to its 

remote rugged beauty but this does not make up for the too neat and tidy and 

slightly unbelievable ending. Overall I would say this is a light, easy to read 

book but sadly lacking any real complexity and failing to live up to my 

expectations. 

 

 


