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Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a couple 

called Axl and Beatrice. A mist has 

taken over where they live leaving 

their memories hazy and hard to 

recall. They decide one day that 

they will finally go in search of the 

son that left them a while ago and 

so begin their journey despite the 

obstacles that they will face all the 

while trying to remember parts of 

their past lives. All types of mystical 

and real danger are feared along 

their journey with the dragon 

Querig breathing her mist down on 

those below her. Axl and Beatrice , 

who he calls his Princess, bond more 

over the length of the journey and 

they become closer the longer and 

more precarious their journey 

becomes . The story is as much 

about the past hurts as it about pushing towards the future where hope and 

serenity will hope to meet them. If you previously liked the ‘Hobbit’ or 

‘The Lord of the Rings’ then I think you will enjoy this a lot. Not what 

I expected from having read his previous books but this was a very 

pleasant surprise.  

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Sue Broom  

Colourful characters and plenty of action, hugely atmospheric and 



the writing is a joy to read.  So much to think about here and the first 

book in ages that I am sure to read again.  

This is a ‘road trip’ kind of novel, set in Britain in the Dark Ages, but it could 

equally be set on another planet - any place and time remote enough from us 

that it is possible to believe strange creatures with unearthly powers could exist.  

The various human characters are roaming the same mountainous, densely 

forested countryside on their individual quests, their paths crossing and 

recrossing and their destinies becoming linked with each other’s.  Some 

memorable scenes in a Monty Python style - I am thinking about the 

appearance of Sir Gawain, an ancient relic of King Arthur’s court, an emaciated 

body clad in rusty armour, only his old warhorse for company, still pursuing 

his quest years on.  Colourful characters and plenty of action, hugely 

atmospheric and the writing is a joy to read. 

One of the novel’s main themes is memory and its effect on people’s futures.  

Really absorbing ideas about whether long relationships (marriage in this case) 

can survive having old grievances raked over again and again, and whether 

successful relationships are those where the people involved agree to focus on 

the good bits from the past.  By extension, peace can be imposed on the losing 

tribe or country after a war, but how to overcome the smouldering desire for 

revenge and reprisals, and this being passed on to future generations?   So 

much to think about here and the first book in ages that I am sure to read again. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Years have passed since the Romans invaded England, and peace has now 

settled on the land. 

Axel and his wife Beatrice, whom he calls Princess, set off to see their son, who 

Axel cannot remember, across a land that is filled with mist and rain, meeting 

otherworldly creatures and people who become friends. 

Kazuo has written what is for me, the most beautiful story I have 

read in years.  Its dream like quality swept me away on a sea of 

mystery and harmony and not until the very end does the last piece 

of the puzzle fall into place. The puzzle being, why Axl, his wife, and the 

many people they meet, forget things, places, people. You do as a reader have 

an inkling but then you ignore it because in a slight of hand, Kazuo, changes 

your mind. 

This is the first novel in over a decade that Kazuo Ishiguro has written and was 



it worth the wait? YES! YES! YES!! 

 

Manisha  

Definitely should be read if you enjoy reading fantasy novels.  

This is the first book by this author that I have read, therefore have nothing to 

compare to with his previous books. 

I would describe this book more of a fantasy novel and not the type I usually 

read. 

The book is well written and easy to follow, however, personally there was 

something missing from the book, but I can’t quite put my finger on what was 

missing. 

I did finish the book and overall thought it was an OK book.  

I would recommend it to those who enjoy reading fantasy novels. 

 

Ann Peet  

I was really looking forward to Kazuo Ishiguro's new novel as I've enjoyed his 

other books and indeed it is an interesting story and raises some fascinating 

ideas about love and memory. Perhaps because I was expecting more though, I 

found it a bit disappointing. The setting - ancient Britain sometime after the 

Romans have left - is rather eerily portrayed. History, myth, legend are all in 

the mix. An elderly couple, Axl and Beatrice, leave their settlement and set off to 

try to find the son they haven't seen for several years. In a land of mist and rain 

they come across different places - a ruined villa, a Saxon village, a monastery - 

and meet various people many of whom have quests of their own. A plague of 

forgetting hangs over the land and both Axl and Beatrice seem to be trying to 

recover memories of earlier happy times. There is much about the part played 

by shared memories in abiding love. The book also raises the question of the 

problem of personal memories and whether it is better to bury or confront them. 

And how does this apply to a society rather than an individual? 

It is certainly a thought-provoking novel. Ogres and dragons and a knight 

from Arthur's court are encountered along the journey which is both physical 

and metaphorical. I enjoyed it but found it a bit hard going at times mainly 

because the tone and pace do not change very much. The world created is very 

bleak. I am aware that one reading has only scraped the surface of this 

exploration of ideas and that there will be a lot more to discover 



when I read it again. 

 

Barbara Gaskell  

Dreamlike. Thoughtful depiction of a journey that starts with hope 

and ends with a gentle sadness. 3.5 out of 5 stars.  

Kazuo Ishiguro has mixed the folklore of King Arthur and mythical beasts with 

early Anglo Saxon Britain. This is the backdrop to the real focus of the book – 

the long and arduous quest of an elderly couple Axl and Beatrice to find their 

son. On this journey the couple encounter a melancholic Knight and a warrior 

both on quests of their own. The journey is interspersed with the mystery as to 

why the people of the lands have apparently lost their memories.  

I had a sense of wandering through a dream – which reminded me of Ishiguro’s 

The Unconsoled. As the journey progressed I wondered whether the couple were 

encountering metaphors of their inner demons, of their shame and regrets - 

“there’s much held in silence even between those like us”. When I finished the 

book I had a sense of melancholy as I reflected on the theme of ageing and 

looking back on life where there are elements that we would rather forget, 

where forgiveness is not always possible, and a recognition that life at its end 

can be a solitary place.     

The melancholy and resignation that I perceived in the characters toward the 

end of the book kept returning to me. So while the backdrop was not to my taste 

there was an emotional connection which makes me want to read the book 

again. 

 

Lee Mumbray  

It has been a while since Kazuo Ishiguro published a new novel but this 

mysterious and complex tale was worth the wait.  Axl and Beatrice, an elderly 

couple living in post-Roman Britain.  Axl, bent with age, is a thoughtful and 

observant man and we see this strange world through his eyes as the couple set 

out to find the son they have not seen for many years.  Beatrice leads Axl 

through a difficult terrain just as her namesake guided Dante through his 

Paradiso, and this is not accidental.  There is much darkness and many hidden 

secrets as well as unexpected danger as the old couple traverse the land.  This 

is a book that you must explore, strange and beguiling as it is with 

its hauntingly beautiful language, its allegorical and complex 

themes.  This is a tale of growing old and forgetful, of the precious qualities of 



love and memories, and a memento mori, as well as a masterpiece. 

 

Julie Bertschin  

A philosophical journey into the importance of memories and 

whether they define who we really are.  

The mist that emanates from the she-dragon inhibits the memories of all 

inhabitants in this mystical land.  It is this loss of memory that is the central 

issue in the novel, the impact of losing memories at the heart of what drives the 

desire to see the dragon slain.  As Axel and his wife set off on their journey they 

slowly unravel forgotten memories, desperate to know the truth of their past 

and have peace in the knowledge of their life history and how it impacts on their 

future. This is a deeply thought provoking piece which makes us assess whether 

our own lives would be different if we were not under the influence of our past 

mistakes and events which live still in our memory and whether the world 

would be a different, more peaceful place if we could erase our knowledge of 

prejudice, vengeance and war. 

 

 

 

 


