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Vicky-Leigh Sayer  

Anne Jaccob is a middle class girl who is left 

feeling very unsatisfied with her life after the 

arrival of her baby sister. She longs to leave the 

house and find her own way in life, away from 

her bad tempered father, preoccupied mother 

and baby sister who she cannot bring herself to 

love after the premature death of her brother. 

But Anne’s father has other ideas for his eldest 

daughter and is planning her marriage to a 

wealthy suitor, Mr Onions. Anne is disgusted 

with her Father’s choice of suitor but knows she 

must go along with his plans for a quiet life. 

When she meets the local Butcher Boy, Fub, he 

leads her into the dark and grimy back streets 

of Georgian London. It is amongst the filth and 

squalor that Anne finds light and love in her 

life. She knows she must keep Fub a secret, but a 

chance encounter with an old friend of her 

Father’s leaves her concerned for her and Fub’s 

future. 

This is the turning point of the novel, where we see something shift in Anne, and 

she becomes desperate to keep her love, no matter what that may lead her to do. 

‘The Butcher's Hook’ is a rare glimpse into the darker side of 

Georgian London. An exquisite debut novel with memorable 

characters that left me wanting more. 

Janet Ellis has been signed to a two book deal with Two Roads and I cannot 



 

wait for the next. 

http://thewelshlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a young privileged young woman called Anne. Anne's 

family have suffered many losses as her mother has many children who have 

died. Her father is a bit of a tyrant and hard to like but he definitely reins as 

head of the household, and is to be feared. Anne seems like such a likeable 

character at first if not a little flawed but it becomes apparent as the story goes 

on that there is more to this young woman then meets the eye, especially when 

she sets her heart on a special man. This book really surprised me! I had 

no idea it was going to go in the direction that it went at the end. So 

good!  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/12/the-butcher-hook-by-janet-

ellis.html?m=1 

 

Catherine Bryce  

A thrilling dark historical novel that has your complete attention 

from the beginning to end.  

An excellent first novel by Janet Ellis, set in 18th century London this is a story 

that is sad, horrific and thrilling with an excellent twist. 

Regarding Anne the main character, the author describes her in acute detail so 

that we can get an insight into Anne's past and current life.  You feel sorry for 

her one minute and you are on her side and then the the story unravels her 

nature piece by piece. 

The various people the reader meets that come into Anne's life with hindsight 

maybe would have second thoughts about doing so and the story builds up to a 

horrific but excellent ending. 

The author's writing style is very fluid and descriptive allowing the reader to 

feel as if they are actually watching a movie instead of reading a book. 

All round an excellent and enjoyable novel that covers several genres so should 

appeal to many readers. 

 

 



 

Lorraine Blencoe  

This a dark tale about a young girl in 18th Century England who is neglected by 

her family and abused by a family friend. The story is skilfully told through her 

eyes using some lovely language and imagery that hardly makes the reader 

realise how harrowing the story is. This young lady takes revenge on those she 

deems to have done her wrong and seeks comfort in the ways that only those 

who have been abused seem able. This is a gripping story, very relevant 

for society today but told from a very different perspective. Highly 

recommended read. 

 

Doreen McKeown 

Set in 18th century London, this is the story of Anne Jaccob, a nineteen year old 

young woman, living in a wealthy but unhappy household, where she is totally 

dominated by her bullying father, who is determined to marry her off to a 

'suitable' husband.  But Anne is secretly enjoying trysts with the local butcher's 

boy and will stop at nothing to protect this most precious relationship.   To say 

more on this aspect of the story would be to give too much away, but events do 

take a shocking turn. 

I found this a slow starter but it got better and better and developed into a 

memorable story.   The characters are all well drawn and credible, and the 

author really captures the essence of the age in which the book is set.   It's 

actually quite a dark story, although the prose is amusing in places, 

and the writing style, although of the age, is very readable. 

This is an impressive first novel - I look forward to more. 

 

Helen Skinner 

Unusual and imaginative...a dark and twisted tale of Georgian 

London!  

Life is not easy for Anne Jaccob, the young protagonist (more anti-heroine than 

heroine) of ‘The Butcher's Hook’.  Her mother is an invalid, her father is cold 

and distant, and she is struggling to warm to her new baby sister, who will 

never, ever take the place of the beloved little brother who died.  The one bright 

spot in Anne's life is her secret romance with Fub, the butcher's apprentice, but 

even this is threatened when her father announces that he is arranging a 

marriage for her with the vile Simeon Onions... 



 

‘The Butcher's Hook’ is an unusual and imaginative novel set in a Georgian 

London populated with colourful, larger-than-life characters.  From the 

beginning I was drawn into Anne's world – the world of a lonely, confused 

young woman who has difficulty fitting in with the people around her.  As the 

story progresses, Anne decides to take control of her life and shape her own 

destiny despite the obstacles that have been placed in her way.  From this point 

on, things become very dark and twisted!  I hadn't expected the story to go in 

that direction, so it really took me by surprise.       

This is an impressive debut novel and I'll look forward to more from 

Janet Ellis! 

www.shereadsnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Carrie Johnson  

Anne Jaccob is not a particularly likeable heroine, but she is 

fascinating and her observations are sharp and witty, by the end 

with its twists & turns I was hooked, and didn’t want to put it down.  

Anne Jaccob is not a particularly likeable heroine, but she is 

fascinating and her observations are sharp and witty. I found the book 

a little difficult to get into, to begin with, but by the end with its twists and 

turns I was totally hooked, and didn’t want to put it down 

I do not tend to read novels written by celebrities, but Janet Ellis has a fantastic 

eye for detail & her vivid descriptions of the sights, smells & feel of Anne’s world, 

whether underfoot or in her hands, brought her to life, often in a quite repulsive 

way. Anne is not an easy heroine to befriend, but I had a certain sympathy in 

why she behaved as she did & I sense that Ellis became more & more involved 

with her as the story progressed. Indeed there is a proper story, & right up to 

the final page, there can be no assumptions about what will happen next.... 

 www.boozybookworm.com 

 

Jane Macleod 

Flip back to the Mid-18th Century and you will begin your experience of life 

with Anne (you are drawn in to the immediate misery of her life from page one).  

Anne is portrayed as a spirited, poorly done to girl who just wants to have what 

she wants in life and not be governed by her parents forever.   

I really enjoyed the characterisation of Anne and how her naivety can easily be 



 

taken advantage of (particularly with trusted elders).  Perhaps her lack of love 

and emotion from her father will have helped her find love and passion so easily 

from Fub. 

If you like great characterisation, emotion, and a slice of historical 

drama then you will enjoy this book. 

 

Annie Day  

An atmospheric tale of love, lust and violence in Georgian London.  

This unusual story set in Georgian London is striking and original. A young 

woman, damaged by grief for the loss of her baby brother, has a more or less 

independent existence within her dysfunctional family. Ignored by her parents 

and with no apparent structure to her daily life, she falls in love with the 

butcher's boy and develops a growing obsession with violence and slaughter. 

The scene is then set for her to wreak revenge on a number of her supposed 

enemies. 

This is an enjoyable and memorable book. I loved the use of language and 

the way in which Janet Ellis created the vivid atmosphere of historical London. 

It is a dark tale, however, and not for the faint hearted! 

You can follow Annie on Twitter: @dayann1 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Took me a while to get into this – didn’t engage with the central 

character initially.  But so glad I kept going as it became a most 

unexpected thriller.  

Anne is a 19 year old living a traditional life as a woman in 18th century 

London where being a female is as good as being seen but not heard.   

Anne’s home life has lost the emotional warmth she had remembered as a child 

as a result of the loss of her younger baby brother who she adored.  Added to 

which her Mum continues to fail to produce another male heir for her 

demanding Father causing ever greater tension.   

When she meets Fub, the butcher boy, she is drawn to him like no other and 

learns of first love.  The trouble is, her Father determines she is of an age to 

marry and identifies a much older man who repels her. 

In order to achieve a life for herself that she is in control of defining, she believes 



 

her only choice is to take her own action and so we move from a fairly plodding 

and sedate storyline to one that brings to light the full strength of Anne’s strong 

minded personality. 

Clever writing from Ellis makes this a very engaging and believable plot.  I 

ended up totally ‘getting’ 18th century Anne and was left feeling absolutely 

relieved to be living as a woman in the 21st century. 

 

Beth Winsor  

A really surprising tale, with an unusual heroine! I was riveted by 

this startling coming of age tale and couldn't wait to find out where 

she ended up.  

This was so completely NOT what I was expecting from Janet Ellis of Blue Peter 

fame - a feisty (and, may I say, pretty weird) lead character who surprised me 

at every turn.  

The story was so unusual and the characters so vivid, I forgave the fact that I 

had to suspend my disbelief, and ended up treating it as I would a fable or a 

fairy tale.  

I wasn't sure the momentum was the same at the end as the beginning, and was 

a little disappointed by the ending - but I would also have been disappointed by 

an "ending by numbers" which would not have fit this one bit.  

With a striking and very different style, I will be interested to see what Janet 

Ellis writes next. 

 

Melanie Kane 

‘The Butcher's Hook’ for me was both appealing and appalling,  I was torn 

between wanting to continue reading and not been able to put it down, I found 

this to be quite a dark psychological novel that I could and then 

couldn't predict. The story of Ann and the path upon which she embarked 

was startling and refreshing as one couldn't have ever envisioned this was the 

route that she would go down.  A totally unexpected story line to those set in the 

olden London times and for girls of that era.  I was blown away by this title 

and still unsure if it was in a good or bad way. 

 


