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Celia Cohen  

A dark menacing novel set in 

Berlin in the 1940s.  

I'm afraid this was not my kind of book 

at all. It was a well written factual 

account of Berlin during the war with a 

murder mystery mixed in but I found it 

far too depressing and harrowing to 

read. I think you need a far stronger 

stomach than mine to read this book. 

 

Helen Lowry  

Berlin 1943. Murder, forged 

money, flayed bodies. Trying times 

and an even more trying homicide 

case for an unlikely pair of 

detectives.  

This is a book I couldn’t put down. I was gripped by the plots, the 

characters and the history from the first page.  Occasionally, I found some of the 

plots a little tangled and a bit hard to follow but overall I enjoyed this book 

immensely. Set in Berlin in 1943, the book is dark and has more than its share of 

violence, some of which I didn’t care for. Its main characters, complete 

opposites come together by an unknown hand. Schelegl is called out on a 

murder, when he usually deals with financial crimes and his unlikely new 

partner, Morgen, turns up in SS uniform. Add to the mix, Schelegl’s English 

mother living in Berlin as a society hostess. They are all believable characters 

and depict what it must have been like living in Berlin at the time, which cannot 



 

have been either easy or pleasant for most.  

Recommended. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Berlin 1942, it’s the middle of the war and there has been a homicide.  An elderly 

Jewish soldier, who has been awarded the Iron Cross, has shot himself in the 

head. August Schlegel has been taken off financial crimes and put on homicide, 

but why? On top of this he has to find out why Jews are being moved out of the 

ghettos. 

This is not an easy read by any means, it is dark and gritty, and 

sometimes a little confusing. 

 

Maz Tucker  

This is a strange book that covers the time during the Second World War when 

the Germans were clearing their towns of Jews. It is a thriller that goes into 

some quite graphic descriptions. Hard work & slow in places, but does 

reach a good ending. Worth persevering with. 

 

Genevieve McAllister  

You'll need a strong stomach for this book: in a chaotic and cruel 

world, victims are murdered and tortured in what passes for 

normality.  

In the chaotic and cruel world of World War Two Berlin, August Schlegel has 

been assigned to his most confusing case yet.  He’s teamed up with Morgen, an 

SS Officer who seems to have access to the highest levels of the establishment to 

investigate a series of murders even though Schlegel is a relatively junior 

member of the financial crimes squad. 

You need a strong stomach to read this book: the victims are murdered in 

increasingly twisted and sexually violent ways.  No-one is who they seem; 

everyone is hiding what they know from each other and the reader.  It’s not 

until the last 30 pages that the key protagonists come out into the open, and 

even then it’s not clear what their motivations are.  The writing echoes the 

shifting values of SS Berlin, where no-one is safe, whatever their background or 

whoever they know.  It’s a novel where the action takes centre-stage and the 

seedy underbelly of the city is exposed, leaving the reader with a sense of horror 



 

and revulsion for the characters and way they casually torture people in their 

path. 

Follow Genevieve on Twitter:  @genmcallister 

 

Linda Boa  

August Schlegel normally works financial crimes, but one day he is told he will 

be investigating murders, as a Jew has shot the caretaker of his building. This is 

the beginning of a huge investigation. 

This is an exceptional thriller - one in which you really don't know who your 

hero can trust. Said hero is Schlegel, who's been paired with Jorgen, an SS 

officer seconded to their department. The two of them are initially investigating 

the murder of the caretaker by the Jew, who shot himself. A witness, a girl, 

Sybil, is missing. All that pales into insignificance when they come across the 

murders in the slaughterhouse, of people who have been flayed. The 

slaughterhouse workers are quick to blame it on the Jewish butchers, but 

they've been deported. Then other bodies are found across the city - one with his 

mouth stuffed with money to signify he was an informant; a female prostitute 

with money - well, you can guess. We also follow Sybil's story, and her quest to 

get forged papers. She ends up having to work as a Jew Catcher - the notorious 

band who hunt down their own. Schlegel has developed a soft spot for Sybil, but 

with this case they don't know who their next victim will be. They keep 

returning to the slaughterhouse, where they suspect someone knows something. 

With a thrilling denouement, this is an incredibly complex and 

brilliant thriller, for fans of Robert Harris and Philip Kerr. If you 

enjoy them, this isn't one to be missed. 

www.crimeworm.wordpress.com/ 

 

Cathy Small  

The story takes us into the depths of Berlin in 1943 where we see the plight of all 

those trying to make their way in a new world and the things they will need to 

do to survive.  

There are bodies appearing everywhere and no one seems to know who or why 

this is happening. Schlegel has been moved from fraud division to work on these 

murders and then is joined by Morgen from the SS to support him but no one 

knows why he is really there? The story takes you into the darkest Berlin which 

shows the hatred of the Jews by many and the things they have to do to escape 

http://www.crimeworm.wordpress.com/


 

but we also see the many people who are not that fortunate. There are many 

underlying stories that will eventually entwine into each other. A tough book 

to read in some cases as the incidents are not pleasant and can be 

difficult to read. 

 

Annie Day  

A murder mystery set in wartime Berlin  

‘The Butchers of Berlin’ is an unusual detective novel set in wartime 

Berlin. The sense of underlying fear and menace that exists in the local 

environment is brilliantly conveyed by the author, as every interaction between 

characters is affected by the national events and attitudes of the period. I found 

the actual murder mystery a little hard to follow, especially as so many official 

police officers and agents were involved in the story. It is also quite violent. But 

the portrayal of a city living under constant intimidation and the development 

of the sub plot involving Sybil were gripping, and for any fans of detective 

fiction with an interest in Second World War social history it would 

be an ideal read. 

Twitter @dayann1 

 

Sarah Tilley  

Dark, gruesome, but a compelling read. Fascinating but blood 

thirsty.  

The most interesting aspect of the book is that it is written from the German 

point of view – reading about how the country viewed the SS and Gestapo was 

very interesting. 

Set in 1943 it talks of trains for the Jewish community – we all know where the 

trains were being sent and the atrocities that happened in the camps, but the 

book does not speak of this – it paints a picture of what was going on in the 

normal towns and villages. 

The list of characters cross over, and at some points I was struggling to keep up 

with what links were being made between them all. All of the characters are 

very well described, and again it gives you an insight in to the daily lives of 

people living in Germany during the war. 

I found it fascinating, if a little blood thirsty at times. 

 



 

Phylippa Smithson  

Not one if you want an easy, summer’s day read but boy what a 

powerfully intriguing thriller set in Berlin during the final months of 

WW2.  

Schlegel is a putt-upon financial crimes investigator.  When he awakes in a cell 

which he conveniently found after long and late night drinking, he is selected by 

Stoffel who heads up the City’s homicide dept, to take on a case of a series of 

murders of Jews.  This despite the fact that many of those reporting to him are 

also sleeping off their hangovers in the same cells. 

There is no love lost between the two and Schlegel grows increasingly aware 

that his selection is probably because of his lack of homicide experience given 

the crimes he is tasked to investigate are of the death of Jews which, given the 

times, is happening in concentration camps all over the country and further 

afield. 

When SS officer Morgen joins Schlegel to investigate the murders, the naive 

financial crime investigator feels even more out of his depth. 

With subtle references to Himmler and Goebbels, there is a sense you are 

reading a fiction that may well be exploring reality.  The harsh and cruel life 

that under-attack Germans are living is also brutally explored which enhances 

the book’s spirit as it brings into question – who can you really trust. 

Great read but not at all easy. 

 

 

   


