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Sarah Jones  

Desperately sad, but utterly 

captivating! I was powerless to do 

anything other than keep reading.  

I absolutely loved this book! I couldn't 

put it down and kept reading late into 

the night as I just had to find out more. 

This was the story of Nina Parr, 

divorced, directionless and confused. 

Interwoven was another book, her 

Grandmother Teddy's story of heartache, 

tragedy and love. She also shares the 

stories of the Parr women through 

history and their stories are so sad but so 

captivating. Wonderful, strong and 

interesting female characters amongst a 

backdrop of lush countryside and the 

gash city. From Cornwall to London with 

glimpses of Paris and New York each character drew me into their world and I 

can't decide who I loved more. Modern day Mary Poppins - Mrs Poll, scatty 

Delilah, intriguing Lise, harsh Misha, Charlotte the sad. An incredible array of 

personalities who swept me into their world. All these women are as unique and 

as rare as the butterflies of Keepsake, the mysterious house at the heart of their 

lives and this story. 

I want to sit and read it all again! 

 

 



 

Sophia Ufton  

This is just a lovely story. One told with Elegance and beauty.  

This is the story of Nina Parr, who lives in a long-forgotten house, which they 

call the Keepsake. This house holds everything inside, a place full of wonder..... 

but also danger. This house contains the truth about Nina's family and for her a 

chance to put everything right at last.  

Read now to avoid disappointment. 

 

Linda Hill  

Complex and absorbing, Harriet Evans' ‘The Butterfly Summer’ is 

emotional and satisfying in an engaging read.  

I loved ‘The Butterfly Summer’. It's a curious book in that it seems quite 

straightforward initially and then it twists and turns back in time to ensnare 

the reader in the narrative history and the characters' lives almost against their 

will. There's a dual story that is completely absorbing so that all the characters, 

even the more minor ones like Malc, are gradually uncovered and emerge 

rather like the butterflies from their chrysalises that weave throughout.  

Harriet Evans's writing is just perfect. She has an eye for detail that brings alive 

every nuance of feeling and every image of setting in vivid relief. Her themes 

are universal and personal so that she lays bare sexuality, power, control, 

nature, happiness, selfishness, grief and, especially, family relationships, in a 

complex and thoroughly well plotted read. 

I loved the first person direct appeal to the reader on occasion - especially in 

Nina's part of the story that made me feel as if it wasn't just her tale, but partly 

mine too so that I felt involved in the story and I cared about what happened to 

all the characters.  

There's a kind of yearning and underlying sadness that really moved me as I 

read. When the plot finally revealed itself fully I was left emotional and 

saddened. I also felt a claustrophobia as I read which, without spoiling the plot, 

is utterly apt when the women of Keepsake's history are explained. 

www.lindasbookbag.com 

Follow Linda on Twitter: @Lindahill50Hill 
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Elisabeth Thomas  

‘The Butterfly Summer’ was a gripping read and the story had me 

hooked from the start and the best twist in the book is left until the 

very end.  

Nina Parr, is an exceptionally gifted young woman, by the age of 25 she has 

completed a Master’s Degree and also has an abandoned Doctorate and a 

divorce under her belt. However, she is working in a menial clerical job at a 

solicitors. The only thing that keeps her sane is the life membership for the 

London Library her father bought for her, when she was 6 months old, before he 

went away, meaning that she is now able to spend her lunchtimes in quiet 

reflection away from the hustle and bustle of the world.  

All of Nina's days follow much of the same pattern making cups of tea, filing 

and ordering stationary until one day she meets a mysterious lady in the 

library who will change the order of Nina's life forever. 

I loved the fact that in this book there were 2 stories running concurrently - the 

story of Nina and the story of Nina's ancestors which tell the intriguing story of 

the Parr family and Keepsake. 

Perfect for fans of Kate Morton, Kate Riordan and Rachel Hoare, this book was 

totally not what I was expecting by looking at the cover. From the cover you 

expect some whimsical chick lit romance. This is one instance where you mustn't 

judge a book by its cover. 

‘The Butterfly Summer’ was a gripping read and the story had me hooked from 

the start and the best twist in the book is left until the very end. 

Find Elisabeth on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Lis-the-Bookworm-

1146448482049674/?ref=hl 

 

Barbara Goldie  

A slow absorbing read, full of deep dark secrets, twists and turns, 

and engaging descriptions.  

A lovely slow absorbing read.  Set in South West England and in London these 

locations are brought to life by clever writing and great descriptions.  A house 

called Keepsake is filled with secrets; it has a great history, a walled garden and 

exotic butterflies.  Nina and Teddy grew as characters for me as the book 

progressed and I felt I got to know them really well as they were so well drawn 

and believable.  Teddy is Nina’s grandmother and the story is switched between 

https://www.facebook.com/Lis-the-Bookworm-1146448482049674/?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/Lis-the-Bookworm-1146448482049674/?ref=hl


 

these two lives, I did like the idea of following the female generations of the 

family.  Although it has a slow pace and is a long read there are twists and 

turns along the way to maintain interest.  It is quite a complex book, slightly 

confusing in parts but this adds to the interest and does not detract from the 

storyline, and made me concentrate.  A good read for long summer days, or 

long winter evenings.  Harriet Evans is a very readable author and I will 

certainly look out for her in the future. 

 

Suzanne Marsh  

Once I started reading ‘The Butterfly Summer’ I could not stop.  

This is a brilliantly written story.  

Nina Parr never knew her father and her mum is not really like mothers in 

books.  

Her father bought her a life membership to the London Library before he went 

away. The library is where she spent of her days. 

Nina had been told that her father died when she was six months old and that 

there was no funeral as he had no family and therefore Nina had no sense of 

where she had come from or who he was.  

Nina's father George Parr grew up in a house with lots of butterflies. 

 A lady at the library knew Nina's fathers and asked about Keepsake, is she still 

there? Nina knew the name Keepsake. What's Keepsake? 

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Keepsake just the name, makes you think of magic, secrets and wonder, 

Keepsake is much more than just a crumbling old forgotten house, it is a place 

where secrets are buried, a place where whispers are heard and it belongs to 

Nina Parr. It is her birth right and she has heard so many times ‘The Butterfly 

Summer’ story, but it is just a story, right?  I mean can a house be waiting for 

you? Waiting for Nina to open its doors, and let the secrets escape, can it?  

Now Nina has a chance to put things right, things that should not have 

happened, and find out the truth about her family. So come on. Follow the 

winding path to Keepsake, it’s waiting for you. Waiting to whisper 

its secrets in your ear. Are you ready to listen? I am. 

http://www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com/


 

Victoria Whish  

A beautiful read about family secrets, lost love and an inheritance 

that casts a long shadow. A beguiling book with a genuine twist at 

the end that I didn’t see coming!  

This is a fantastic book. It’s contemporary fiction that is also a rollicking, good 

story; part mystery, part family saga but so much more.  

Nina Parr is the central character we follow on a journey to uncover a 

mysterious family legacy with plenty of twists and turns along the way. She 

meets an old woman who tells her that the father she believed dead is in fact 

alive and that there are other aspects of her family history that have been 

hidden from her. Nina has a failed marriage behind her and a semi-detached 

mother who she lives with in a rambling house. She begins a search for the truth 

that leads her to a discovery of the mysterious legacy of Keepsake a property 

shrouded in mystery and family secrets.  

I can see this book being the holiday read of choice around pool sides this 

summer but don’t be fooled that it’s a regular ‘chick-lit’ read, as it deals with 

some pretty big themes and is gripping and affecting throughout.  

The book is beautifully written and although I think I’m pretty wise to potential 

twists coming a mile off, I really didn’t see the one right at the end coming! 

A beguiling read that will fly off the shelves this summer. 

www.thewhishlist.co.uk 

 

Jane Brown  

A dark story of family secrets, a house in Cornwall and an 

inheritance.  

Simply a great read, ideal for fans of Kate Morton and Jojo Moyes. 

Nina Parr’s birth right is a crumbling house in Cornwall called Keepsake. The 

story told on two sides by Nina and her grandmother. 

The house hold secrets of the family and some quite disturbing too. This is a 

story of many twists and turns and essentially a quite dysfunctional family. The 

reader is taken through generations of the said family. 

The story is about inheritance, but about what happened to the women of the 

family, there are wrong doings and sadness too.  

 

http://www.thewhishlist.co.uk/


 

I found this a most enjoyable read and can see this being in the top ten over the 

summer and a great airport buy for the sunbed.    

http://browniebookworld.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Part historic drama, part fairy tale and part family saga and whilst 

it is definitely readable, found it difficult to keep with the flow.  

In modern day London, 25 year old Nina Parr has separated from her husband 

and living back home with her Mum.  She has not had the happiest childhood 

given she was told that her father died when on a trip to the Venezuelan 

rainforest and her Mum was left with severe depression and thuswas a 

somewhat intermittent parent. 

When on her daily visit to British Library during her lunch break, Nina meets 

Mrs Traverse and this meeting leads to a whole different understanding of her 

immediate and extended family and what she thought was the reality of her 

past. 

As she investigates the words she has been fed by the stranger in the library, the 

reader gets first hand insight into the truth by clever intermingling of chapters 

relating to Nina with those which comprise pages taken from the writings of her 

grandmother (whom she never met). 

It all comes together in the final pages. 

Clever plot, engaging characters but it did not quite come off for me. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

An enchanting and bewitching many faceted dual timeframe story 

with a difference!  

The main character is a mysterious house called Keepsake, home to the Parrs, 

which is hidden from public view and has a garden full of the most beautiful 

butterflies.  It's a tale about secrets.  The female members of the aforementioned 

Parr family have dwelled and inherited Keepsake for generations ever since the 

days of King Charles II.  It is their birth right. 

The Butterfly Summer reads very much like a fairy tale.  It has something of an 

other worldly feel about it and there's even a fairy godmother type of character!  

There are many twists and turns.  It's quite a mammoth read in some ways - it's 

http://browniebookworld.blogspot.co.uk/


 

a slow burner and quite involved so needs a certain amount of concentration. I 

thought it was meaningful and compelling with some dark and sad elements.  I 

also found it imaginative and atmospheric.  It's beautifully written - the 

descriptions of the house and grounds are very vivid and easy to visualise. 

To sum it up, I was totally absorbed and found the whole book 

fascinating.  It's quirky and unusual, definitely magical.  I loved it! 

Follow Vanessa on Twitter:  @Butterflybiblio 

 

Janet Gilliard 

I really enjoyed this. It starts in 2011 with Nina Parr who is undergoing a 

divorce. A random meeting with an elderly lady in a library turns Nina’s world 

upset down. The story is also told from the perspective of Nina’s grandmother 

Theodora. Sandwiched in between is the story of Keepsake House and 

generations of Parr Women. The novel can be a bit confusing so the reader 

really needs to concentrate but the book is worth the effort. 

 

Emily Curnow 

I loved this book and read it compulsively. The story twists between 

London 2011 and Keepsake in the early 20th century, following generations of 

the same family. There is an abandoned ancient family home, ghosts, mystery, 

history, love, hate, pain and surprise; all of which will keep you reading until 

the very end.  

 

Carrie Johnson  

This novel twists and turns like a butterfly in flight, dipping in and 

out of history, with a magical tale that will capture your 

imagination with jewel like images of these enchanting insects.  

I really wasn’t sure what to expect with this book, in my head Harriet Evans 

wrote lightweight novels- I was so wrong. It is well written with some fabulous 

descriptions, and from the beginning I was intrigued by the story. The subject of 

butterflies is something I know nothing about, how did Harriet Evans learn so 

much and what inspired her to come up with such a fascinating plot? 

I loved the way it moved from one era to another, weaving in history & 

dangling various storylines tantalisingly in front of me.  I totally believed in the 

locations and characters, I liked Nina and wanted her to find her happy ending.  



 

There were constant twists in the tale, and I found it hard to put down. 

By the end of the novel, I had felt involved, emotional and ready for the final 

summing up, and then I found that there was just one more twist.... 

www.boozybookworm.com 

Follow Carrie in Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/boozybookworm/  

Follow Carrie on twitter: @boozy_bookworm 

 

Dana Captainino  

This is quite simply - an amazing book.  It took me awhile to get into 

but was well worth the patience.  

On the one hand its pages are filled with magic and mystery - some of which is 

quite sinister.  And on the other - this is a story which is primarily about women 

- mothers and daughters, daughters and fathers, wives and lovers. Misogyny 

and forbidden love.   It focuses on women's relationships.    

‘The Butterfly Summer’ set in 2011 covers great swathes of history and through 

intrigue and secrecy we learn of the story of Nina, brought up by her mother 

after her entomologist father disappeared years before while on an expedition 

to search out a rare butterfly. Another key character is the mysterious - 

Keepsake a house deep in Cornwall with an amazing garden full of butterflies. 

As her 26th birthday approaches and her father returns briefly 'from the dead’ 

she is drawn into some of the mysteries of this house and its secrets.  Fear of 

commitment and societal pressure to conform follow. And these themes are 

mirrored across the two parallel stories. Structurally this story can be 

challenging as it flits backwards and forward and it covers a lot of diverse 

issues but it is unique and different and the reader feels as though they 

are part of something distinct. 

 

Edel Waugh  

This is the story about a house and it's descendants, and it is told in two ways, in 

present day through Nina and in the past through her female relations. The 

main character of the story is Nina, and for a long time I was finding it hard to 

adjust to the time changes in the book but I got the hang of it and it started to 

make sense and became very intriguing. The house that the story is set around 

is Keepsake house and it holds many secrets and heartbreak and is passed down 

from generation to generation, each one having their own troubles.  

http://www.boozybookworm.com/


 

This was a remarkable story of forbidden love, heartbreak and the 

strength of women. I recommend this to anyone, it is a very 

enjoyable read, perfect to gobble up in one sitting.  

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk  Twitter @littlebookfairy 

 

Kathryn Whitfield  

A gorgeous book to escape to is this wonderful family mystery and love story set 

in London and Cornwall.  

Beautifully written and heartbreaking at times I loved this story so 

much. I wasn't sure where the story was going at times, there was suspense 

throughout.  I love stories based in Cornwall and this book doesn't disappoint, 

as the descriptions of the house called Keepsake are magical. This story had 

everything from love, mystery, history, secrets and lies, I couldn't put it 

down. I will look to read more from Harriet Evans in the future. 

Twitter @kathreenieA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


