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Edel Waugh  

The setting for the story is the very 

grand Cavendon Hall in Yorkshire. 

The elegant residents of this 

beautiful house are the Ingham 

family above stairs and the 

Swanns below stairs who serve 

and look after them. One of the first 

things we learn early on is how 

loyal the Swanns are to their 

employers and they have great 

respect for them and it is mutual. It 

was very enjoyable reading about 

the grand lifestyle in the house, the 

fashion, the social seasons and the 

running of a house that big. I 

quickly became invested in 

these characters, some more 

likeable then others and I was 

sad having to finish the book, I 

really enjoyed it because you had 

the glamour of the Ingham family 

and the everyday life of the servants and we got to see both equally. There is 

plenty of drama going on behind the scenes which makes this an irresistible 

read, but behind all the glamour is a darker side looming and with the war 

threatening it is a tense time in England. This is a must read for all fans of 

Downton Abbey and Upstairs Downstairs.   

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com/


Sharon Lowe  

A must for all fans of Downton Abbey and Upstairs Downstairs, delivers for 

all tastes, mystery, the loyalty between the servants and the family 

they serve and the Great War all brought together.  

This new epic by Barbara Taylor Bradford is a must for all fans of Downton 

Abbey and Upstairs Downstairs, it tells the story of two families intertwined, I 

am looking forward to the other books of the series to see how the family 

develops and the outcome of the what happens, truly a good tale of sheer 

indulgence and escapism for all. 

 

Ann Peet  

"Downton Abbey" type family saga from a renowned story teller.  

Barbara Taylor Bradford is renowned as a good story teller so I had high hopes 

of this novel particularly as it is set in one of my favourite historical periods - 

around the time of the First World War. The setting is a stately home in 

Yorkshire and it is about two families - the aristocratic Inghams and the 

Swanns, who have served them over the years in various ways. It is a good light 

read but I thought there were several weaknesses that made it disappointing. I 

couldn't believe in the relationship between the families and some of the 

incidents and the characters' reactions to them were also rather far-fetched. I 

also thought that the attitudes and language were not really what you would 

expect of that period. However, some of the characters are engaging and it 

doesn't lack for action. It's a good escapist read and should appeal to 

Downton Abbey fans. I would probably be praising it a lot more if 

my expectations hadn't been so high. 

 

Judith Waring 

It is hard not to picture 'Downton Abbey' in your head at times whilst you read 

this book. Very much set along the same lines, which is that of a great house and 

large prestigious family set at the beginning of the 20th century just before 

WW1, who are served by their staff and the Swann family, who have been loyal 

to the Ingham family for many, many years, and then the surrounding 

inhabitants of the local villages on their land.  

It follows the lives of the Earl of Mowbray and his wife the Countess of 

Mowbray and their children of which they have two sons and four daughters 

ranging in ages from 20 down to 5. 



However it mainly focuses on the life of the 17 year old Daphne and the 

consequences after a horrific incident happening in her life. 

I personally felt that it took me quite a bit of time before I could really 

develop any emotional attachment to the characters and I didn't 

really start to enjoy it until about half way through. 

The book was very easy to read and I finished it within a week and whilst I 

would probably read the follow-up book once it comes out it wouldn't be one I 

actually would go out and buy as I found Ms Taylor Bradford's style of writing 

somewhat 'bland'. 

Each chapter seemed neatly 'finished' and just like the rapid development of the 

'Downton Abbey' TV series itself over the years, it felt like the book was aimed 

squarely at an American market who like their stories to move with some pace 

and who have no time or patience to dwell on the finer points of what could've 

been a very good story and to become a blockbuster book at twice the size. 

Large swathes of story, including the horrors of WW1, are glossed over rapidly 

and it all felt very hurried. 

I personally found this to be a story that had a lot of potential to be gripping but 

which was never allowed to become anything of any great consequence. What a 

pity. 

 

Alison Jones 

I enjoy family sagas and was excited to receive this one set at the end 

of the Edwardian era and WW1. But oh I was disappointed. It was 

bland and simple. None of the characters had any depth and the WW1 setting 

was rushed in towards the end with hardly any build up at all. It could have 

been so good given the storyline and era but it failed miserably. Come on 

Barbara credit your readers with some grey matter! 

 

Molly Mayson-Simpson 

The book's opening notes tell us that Barbara Taylor Bradford's writing career 

started in 1979 with ‘A Woman of Substance’, which I remember as an exciting 

and inspiring read.  Thirty-six years later it has been a joy to read and review 

her twenty-ninth novel, ‘Cavendon Hall’, even though my own literary taste has 

broadened and changed over the intervening period.  And yes, the novel does 

have the occasional 'Mills and Boon' moment, but live with it!  This is an 

absorbing tale told at a rollicking pace, and the success of those previous 



twenty-eight novels confirms that the author knows her craft. 

The publisher's blurb describes the book as the story of the aristocratic Inghams 

and the Swanns, who serve them. Cavendon Hall is an important country house 

owned and occupied by the sixth Earl of Mowbray and his family. Cavendon is 

located in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales, and booksellers are bound to talk up 

the similarities with ‘Downton Abbey’. I am also a Downton fan, but this book is 

well able to stand on its own merit, without the TV-related endorsement. 

The novel is divided into five sections, the longest of which is the second, 'The 

Last Summer'. This provides a detailed treatment of events in the lives of the 

two families in the historically critical period leading up to the First World War.  

This is not a war novel, although some battlefield references are inevitable, but 

the two families, like the rest of the world, will enter the post-war period feeling 

themselves changed and the world a different place. It is a safe assumption that 

early casualties might be the debutante system, and the assurance of a 

continuing 'servant class'.  I am now waiting with bated breath for the 

sequel, ‘The Cavendon Women’.   

 

Christine Harris 

An enjoyable escapist read, set in a stately home in the Yorkshire 

Dales just before WW1.  

‘Cavendon Hall’ tells of the lives and relationships of the Ingham family above 

stairs and the Swann family below stairs, who have served them for over one 

hundred and sixty years. 

Daphne Ingham is the main focus of the story and, following a horrific incident, 

the Swann family provide help and support for Daphne and her family. 

Although this book was as I expected it to be it did have a few surprises and 

therefore kept my interest. 

There are lots of characters and it was useful to have a list at the beginning of 

the book about them. I used this to flick back to until I got to know who was 

who. 

I was expecting it to be 'Downton Abbey' ish and it was, so I wasn't 

disappointed. A good read for anyone who likes historical fiction of 

this time period. 

 

Maz Tucker  



Another good book by Barbara Taylor Bradford about strong female 

characters. Great family story following their lives.  

‘Cavendon Hall’ did not disappoint me as it works its way through time from the 

Edwardian era to post World War I. 

The two families, the Inghams and the Swanns, are intertwined so closely and 

the loyalty they show each other is great. 

 

Christine Waddington 

I hadn’t read a book by Barbara Taylor Bradford for ages and was looking 

forward to reading this. "Woman of Substance" ranks as one of my all-time 

favourites. However I found this disappointing somehow - the characters (and 

what a list of them but a good thing that list was there) seemed lacking and the 

dialogue stilted. You couldn’t get involved with them and so much seemed to 

happen too quickly. I also found that the relationship with the Swanns was just 

too good to be true and lacked credibility. Loyalty is one thing but this went 

beyond it. 

On the face of it this book has all the right ingredients - big house, 

aristocratic family, turmoil and intrigues upstairs and downstairs - 

but somehow it just fails to deliver. I did read it all but it just didn`t have 

that page-turning appeal that we have to expect from Barbara Taylor 

Bradford. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

A light-hearted, lively and easy read.  

This is a gentle family saga which encapsulates World War I and is set in 

Yorkshire.  The aristocratic Inghams, otherwise known as the Earl and the 

Countess of Mowbray, live at Cavendon Hall.  Their retainers, for want of a 

better word, the Swanns of Little Skell village, have sworn an oath to protect 

them since forever. 

It is a light-hearted, lively and easy read.  I did find it a little repetitive and 

predictable at times.  The re-iterance over and over again of the Swann family's 

motto, "Loyalty binds us" and the restating of the special connection to the 

Inghams, became somewhat irritating. It put me in mind of Alexandre Dumas' 

‘The Three Musketeers’!  I also thought the characters were quite one 

dimensional - the majority of them seemed too perfect.  Nevertheless, it is an 



entertaining read, if a little bland. I read it for what it was - pure escapism! 

You can follow Vanessa on Twitter: @Butterflybiblio 

 

Pam Woodburn 

Cavendon Hall is a stately home in the Yorkshire Dales and the story, which is 

set just before and during the First World War, is concerned with the two 

families who live there – one as the landed gentry and the other who are less 

favourably placed financially, but nevertheless respected for their loyalty and 

longstanding friendship and service to the family. 

The plot focuses on a horrific attack on lady Daphne, one of the teenage 

daughters of the house, and subsequent events concerning how the situation is 

eventually resolved. 

Much emphasis is placed on the dress designing ability of Cecily, young 

daughter of the second family and how she uses her talents to design dresses 

and forge her way in life.   

I found the plot rather fragmented and felt that fewer characters, 

more strongly drawn, would have improved the strength of the 

story. 

 

Jane Pepler  

A book set in times similar to the TV series’ of ‘Downton Abbey’ and 

‘Upstairs Downstairs’.  

I found this a quick read which did not really require the reader to make much 

of a connection with either the plot or the characters. The book is clearly aimed 

at the ‘Downton Abbey’/’Upstairs Downstairs’ market and follows the story of 

the ‘above stairs’ Ingham family and ‘below stairs’ Swann family. 

I found it a very dull read and found myself skimming much of the detail to get 

a basic idea of the very predictable plot. The characters were very boring and 

most of the detail of the story appeared to be about what the female characters 

wore. The relationship between the two families seemed fairly implausible and I 

found that I did not really care about anything that happened to them.  

I haven't ready any books by this author previously and don't think I will be 

reading anything by her in the future. 

 



Jane Nicol  

A slightly disappointing tale of two families, the Inghams who have 

owned the Hall for generations, and The Swanns who have vowed to 

always serve them.  

All is well with their world until one afternoon Daphne takes a walk in the 

woods and something terrible happens. As we are told on nearly every page 

though, the Swanns can always be relied on to help their masters! 

 


