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Phylippa Smithson  

Who needs Jack Reacher, when we 

have our very own David Raker?  

This is the second Raker I have read, 

and they just get better and better.... 

and better!  

Ex-investigative journalist Raker career 

ends as his personal life ends with news 

that his wife, of 14 years of marriage, 

Derryn, has terminal cancer.  He ends his 

international travels and takes consultancy 

work within distance of home.  When 

Derryn finally loses her fight, the turmoil 

he endures is completely overwhelming.  

However, he is pulled out of the enormity of 

his bereavement, by Mary.   

Mary's story is that she claims to have seen 

her son, Alex 3 months previous.  The 

challenge Raker has in believing her is that 

her mid-20 year old son died 12 months 

previously in a car accident. 

Her heartache touches him.  He wants to believe her as he wants to believe 

Derryn has gone to a better place. 

He takes the job.  What results is a totally engaging, unputdownable thriller.  

The faster you read, the faster Raker seems to rush and it becomes impossible to 

tear yourself away! 

Absolutely brilliant.  Read and enjoy...I did VERY much 

 

 



Sue Burton 

Good gripping thriller  

I thoroughly enjoyed this book, have read all of the David Raker books so far 

and this one did not disappoint.  Would recommend this book to new 

readers looking for a thriller which has you guessing right to the 

end.  I really like the main character David Raker and the book ended with me 

wanting to hear how he gets on in the next one. 

 

Marjorie Lacy 

David Raker, recently widowed and needing some form of employment, decides 

to set up a business as a Private Investigator. This would be using the skills 

from his years of being a Journalist. 

An old friend of his wife called Mary, comes to see him one day, with the request 

that he find her son. He was killed in a road accident five years ago. She is 

convinced that she saw her son on a London street. 

Against his better judgment, he agrees. She hands him an envelope with money 

in. 

He does not realise in taking this case, it will have serious consequences for 

himself. It becomes a deadly game of Cat and Mouse, which becomes more 

sinister at every turn. 

The author skillfully conveys imminent danger. The violence increases, you feel 

David will not survive. Each chapter brings more conflicts. Tim neatly wraps up 

the story by tying up the loose ends. You are in no doubt as to who the ‘baddies’ 

are. 

This is a very ‘visual’ book, it would lend itself to film or television. 

 

Lorraine Baker 

This is the first book in the David Raker series and it will not be the last I read!! 

A brilliant book which had me hooked immediately and I didn’t want to put it 

down much to the annoyance of my husband. 

Tim Weaver skillfully sets the story with twists and turns - a must 

read for lovers of thrillers - Five star rating ***** 

 



Sarah Williams  

Slow start but worth the wait.  

David Raker is asked to investigate the disappearance of a young man who was 

recently seen by his mother but was apparently killed in a car accident the 

previous year. It becomes clear that David is looking into a world that would 

rather be left alone but after losing his wife to cancer David feels he has nothing 

to lose and is compelled to continue his search. 

This book almost didn't pass the "Do I care enough after fifty pages to 

continue?" test. The plot seemed sluggish to start with and I didn't know the 

character well enough to feel any emotional connection with his recent 

bereavement. 

I'm glad I did continue; towards the end of Part One the pace was 

suddenly cranked up and didn't stop. There were too many coincidences 

for my liking but as the truth about Alex's disappearance was revealed I found 

the plot to be original and exciting enough to suspend my disbelief and just go 

with it. 

I love a big plot twist or reveal at the end of a thriller that I haven't seen coming 

and this book certainly delivered. Again, there were a couple of plausibility 

issues but compared to some of the dross out there this debut was certainly able 

to hold its own. 

 

Gill Williams 

David Raker, is a one time journalist who becomes a finder of missing children 

by default. His wife is dying and he feels his life is falling apart. After her death 

he's pulled into a search looking for the supposedly dead son of an acquaintance 

which eventually becomes his salvation but by golly to get there... 

I don't think this is a particularly well written book, there are flaws, the plot is 

far fetched, convoluted and stretches the bounds of credulity at times. The 

violence, sometimes gratuitous, is gruesome. How he manages to survive is 

ofttimes implausible. 

Having said all that, I kept reading and was drawn into and through 

the book, needing to know what was happening next, how on earth 

he was going to get out of first one fix then another and how it could all 

possibly resolve itself. I found myself beginning to become more interested in 

him as a character. There is a complete, well hidden twist at the end. 



If you like this sort of thriller then it's for you. 

I will probably read the next in the series just to see how he gets on! 

 

Sarah Musk  

A dark, violent, grim story.  A must for people who like intriguing 

mysteries with some exciting chases and thoroughly unpleasant 

baddies.  

I found this a grim relentless book.  It started off very well with a good, old-

fashioned mystery - a disappearance, a death and then a posthumous sighting 

of the dead person but then it started to become increasingly unbelievable.  I 

could not believe that all these people could have vanished and died 

mysteriously and no one had even noticed and at the end when all is revealed, 

the motives and reasons for the 'organisation' being set up were so vague and 

not credible that in the end you didn't really care much. 

The main character, David Raker, is smart and cunning.  His quick-thinking 

thought processes were exceptionally clever and I found the story intriguing at 

first but as the story progresses it became too far-fetched for me and I started to 

lose interest. I did mainly enjoy reading it and would recommend it to anyone 

who likes dark, violent fiction but it wasn't really for me. 

 

Angela O'Donovan - @angswlondon 

Not for the faint hearted. 

The book begins with David Raker recalling his wife Derryn's harrowing illness, 

when he left his office job into stay at home to care for her and make the most of 

their last days together, during which time he was asked by a hospital work 

colleague of Derryn's, to find a missing child and discovering new career his 

wife believed was perfect for him. 

Exactly a year after her death, another colleague of Derryn's visits David's 

office to ask the seemingly impossible - to find her son Alex who had been killed 

in a terrible car crash some time ago. Despite the fact her son was identified 

beyond doubt at the time, Mary Towne is convinced she saw Alex.  

The story starts in London but with links from the girl Alex left behind, uni flat 

mates and more, David was lead to Bristol and Cornwall with much found out 

along the way pointing to more in Alex's past than is known to his family and 

friends. 



As a keen reader of psychologically driven fiction, including crime, I was drawn 

in from the start. The story moved along quickly and very dramatically. 

Sometimes it seemed incredible but sadly human nature being what it is, many 

people follow a dark path most of us would not ever imagine. 

However, after the intriguing start, I did not feel any sense of time or place, or 

much of anything for the characters (except Revulsion for some) and the 

occasional very explicit violence put me off. 

I did finish it, perhaps rushing forward towards the end, and the story was well 

wrapped up. Despite the imaginative plot which may seem farfetched to some, 

it was good to find a detective who is not hard boiled and 

stereotypical and this was a huge plus along the way.  

It would make a great holiday read for many. 

 

Tania P  

A fast pacing thriller with a lot of turns and twists.  

‘Chasing the Dead’ by Tim Weaver is a fast pacing thriller. David Raker is an 

ex-journalist who has just lost his wife. He now has a new career of finding 

missing children. He is approached by a friend, Mary who asks him to help her 

find her son. Her son was killer in a car accident five years ago but Mary claims 

to have just seen him alive. David does not realise what danger he is in when he 

takes this case.  

This book is easy to read, intriguing and exciting. The author keeps you 

interested throughout the whole book. I couldn't but it down but the 

violence in the book was often creepy and shocking and there is lots 

of blood and gore. There is so many turns and twists and a lot of action. The 

conclusion has a surprising twist and leaves you waiting for the next book. 

 

Alison Jones  

Edgy and pacy with a sense of danger at each turning of the page.  

This edgy, pacy thriller delves into the depths of hopelessness and 

what people will do to be saved. It begins with a mother who sees her son 

on the street, the same son who was declared dead one year ago. Once she 

persuades ex journalist David Raker out of his mourning and into investigating 

the sighting, the scene is set and the plot takes off. From then on there is a sense 

of danger at each turning of the page and a climax that you didn’t see coming. 



 

Sarah Tilley  

Great read, a real page turner that will have you on the edge of your 

seat until the last page. 

The first few chapters read like a typical American crime novel – short, snappy 

sentences and I was surprised that the book is set in England, and also by an 

English author. However, further in the writing style was more to my taste and 

it all flowed very well. 

Lots of twists and turns, and very dark in places and certainly keeps you very 

interested right up to the last page. 

It revolves around a very interesting theory, and Raker’s own personal 

bereavement sits very comfortably within the storyline. 

I thoroughly enjoyed it, and although it is the first of his novels that I have read, 

I will certainly be looking out for his other works. 

 

Frida Spanberger  

You may like one book more than another, but ‘Chasing the Dead’ is great as a 

read by itself, and doesn’t disappoint when compared with its sequel.  

‘Chasing the Dead’ is an excellent read. It might not have much 

creepiness, but it has a lot of great suspense and mystery, coupled 

with action. It also brings in a small share of creepiness and a good dose of 

gore (that’s not unbearably gory), making it a well rounded story. The writing 

style is easy to read and gripping, and Weaver ensures that he keeps you 

turning the pages relentlessly. The clincher, though, is David Raker and his 

character development. You get to see a lot of his background as the story 

develops enabling you to understand his motives for not only taking the case but 

also why he can’t let it go. You see the events that lead him to do what he does, 

you see the way he reacts to death and loss – his own and others’ – and you see 

him grow into a different person than he once was. The change is wonderfully 

done, finally giving you a protagonist who is entirely human, and yet, heroic in 

his own way. 

You may like one book more than another, but ‘Chasing the Dead’ is great as a 

read by itself, and doesn’t disappoint when compared with its sequel. If you 

enjoy suspense and thrillers, you’ll enjoy ‘Chasing the Dead’. But if you’re 

extremely squeamish at the very mention of pain and blood, this book might not 



be the best one for you to pick up. And if you’re following the Raker series, then 

whether as the first one you read or one that you pick up after any of its sequels, 

you need to read ‘Chasing the Dead’; because it gives a whole new life to David 

Raker. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

A stunning debut. This dark and complex tale will scare you and 

shock you in equal measure. Be warned - it is not for the faint of 

heart.  

Tim Weaver's debut thriller is exactly that, a thriller. Action packed, violent and 

bloody, it is at times a complex read, but you soon find yourself rooting for Dave 

Raker, a man who has lost much, not least his beautiful wife Derryn to cancer.  

I really enjoyed this book, but I will confess to skimming over the more violent 

passages, however this took nothing from my enjoyment of the book, and I plan 

to read more of this series. 

There is nothing better than discovering a new to me author and knowing that I 

have four more books to read to catch up! 


