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Iris Clements 

Faith, a therapist working with 

victims of sex crimes, is now a target.  

She is forced to change her identity as 

a stalker has made attempts on her 

life and she has become a catalyst for 

the murder of others.  At the heart of 

the story is her grandmother’s empty 

house which she has inherited.   

After a harrowing episode whereby 

Faith becomes a suspect, she has to 

put her trust in Special Agent Deacon, 

a somewhat larger than life 

character.  There is nothing in 

this book that is straight 

forward.  It is full of intrigue, 

horror and has a cast of many 

dubious characters.  Many times I 

had to back-track because of the 

intricacy of the plot but this didn’t 

spoil it for me.  I simply had no idea 

how this book would end and although I found it rather complex at times, it was 

certainly up to Karen Rose’s usual compelling story telling. 

 

Sue Wallace  

An enthralling and gripping read that is a real page-turner.  

Although it's a big book, I couldn't put it down and read it in two 

days.  

A therapist who works with victims of sex crimes and an FBI agent with a 

genetic condition come together because of a serial killer.  The story examines 



their family background and how they developed into the people they are now.  

This is an enthralling and gripping book which is hard to put down.  It is much, 

much better than the standard crime novel as the characters have depth and the 

reader empathises with their feelings as they struggle to find the serial killer.  A 

great read. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

Excellent book, really enjoyed the fantastic tale, really gripping.  

This book, 704 pages long  wow it was great although if the author had left out 

the  dealings  with their libidos rising here there and everywhere the book would 

have been about 50 pages shorter, however it was a really great read.  I think 

Deacon Novak is a brilliant character, in the blog it says the start of a new 

series. I hope it is with this character and I would love to read more about 

Corrine and Roza with a zed, and Marcus and the detective. Truly, truly 

Brilliant. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

I thought I had read all the different plots and themes of a murder-

mystery.  Wrong!  At over 700 pages I cannot believe I was so utterly 

engaged with ‘Closer Than You Think’.  

This is the story of three apparently unassociated worlds, separate lives and 

distant geographies coming together.  The common link – a residential 

property. 

Faith is returning to her childhood home (Mt Carmel, Ohio and house) to escape 

the horrors that continued to haunt her in her adult world of Florida where 

attempts on her life had left her with no option but to go undercover.  This she 

undertook not under the guidance of the police but of her own making.  She 

simply wanted to disappear. 

In parallel, Deacon, an FBI agent has returned home to Cincinnati to be nearer 

to his sister and troubled 15 year old brother.  This after a harrowing murder 

investigation which saw a serial killer targeting young children. 

And then there is an unknown character who we know to be a molester and 

murderer but we do not know who the person is, how many victims in total and 

most especially why. 

The thing that brings the three stories together is the childhood home of Faith.  



Whilst she is returning to that Mt Carmel home to escape, she is evidently not 

returning to a place with happy memories. On the way to forcing herself to visit 

the home for the first time in 23 years (a home she has recently inherited), she 

ends up saving the life of a student who has managed to escape the physical and 

mental abuse inflicted by her prisoner (the third person in the story) in that 

very house. 

This triggers a series of events that result evidence that links Faith to the 

murderer - as a targeted victim. 

Brilliant read - don't ignore it! 

 

Lynn Pettitt  

Faith changed her name and her life to get away from her stalker to no avail. 

Deacon and his sister could help her.... hopefully.  

I found this book very slow. There is a lot of filling and not enough action for 

me. I read a lot of thrillers and did not find this "unputdownable". In fact, it took 

a long time to read because I had to keep making myself pick it up! 

I did not find the characters likeable so did not really mind what happened to 

them.  It would probably be good for someone's first foray into 

thriller reading as it's not too taxing. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

A roller coaster of a thriller. Karen Rose at her best.  

This is a monster of a book in more ways than one. 700+ pages and a whole 

new string of characters. 

Those who have read Karen Rose in the past will know that her novels usually 

contain characters from previous novels. This book has only one we have met 

before and it is promised as a brand new series. 

Faith is running, she has been stalked and someone is trying to kill her.  

Her boss was shot whilst she was standing next to him and it is assumed that 

she was the target. She changes her name, leaves Florida and goes back to 

Cincinnati.   

She has inherited her grandmothers’ house and although she hates the house it 

seems like a safe place. This makes no difference; in fact the nightmare only gets 

worse.  



Everything she does to hide goes wrong. Wherever she goes she is targeted, 

people get killed and injured. 

The FBI and local police are trying to protect her and find a kidnapping victim 

who is somehow mixed up in all this as well. Who can she trust? She has spent a 

long time alone and as the ex-wife of a cop she doesn’t trust them. 

I think it has the highest body count of her novels. 

I loved it. Great characters, good writing and lots of cliffhanging moments. 

It is a rollercoaster of a story, unputdownable. It is everything that a good 

thriller should be - unpredictable and loads of suspense. Even better if some of 

the sex was left out. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is the first book I have read by Karen Rose and it won't be the 

last. 

This is an edge of your seat thriller full of don't go into the basement 

moments. The relationship between the main characters, Deacon and Faith is 

beautifully developed and draws you in. This book has everything - it's a thriller 

but also has romance. Highly recommended.  

 

Kerry Bridges - http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

Faith's grandmother has left her a house.  Faith has a stalker who is trying to 

kill her.  The house seems to be a perfect place for Faith to escape from her old 

life.  Sadly, it seems her stalker doesn't agree. 

This is a very long novel (over 700 pages) and I wondered whether it would 

hold my interest.  Fortunately the excellent cast of characters and thrilling 

storyline kept me wanting to know more and I was sorry when I finished it. 

Faith Corcoran and the Novak family and are very well written and their back 

story emerges slowly as the book unfolds.  I really warmed to the main cast of 

characters and I look forward to reading about them again in future novels. 

I did think there were rather too many extras in the supporting cast, 

particularly for a novel of this length though, and I think some of them could 

perhaps have been saved for the future if the series is to continue as they did 

make for confusing reading in some places.  I am also not keen on explicit sex 

scenes and there were some in this novel that I didn't really like at all. 



Nevertheless, in summary I really enjoyed this book and would 

certainly recommend it for fans of crime fiction as long as they don't 

mind some explicit scenes thrown in.  Karen Rose is a new author to me 

but I enjoyed this novel a lot and would definitely seek out others by her in the 

future. 

 

Emma Smith - http://mrsredwhite214.wordpress.com 

"12 steps and an empty basement". In typical Karen Rose style this book 

jumps right into the action. It's fast paced, tense and dramatic.  

Faith has inherited an old house after her grandmother died. It has been empty 

for 23 years, but Faith uses it as a chance to start over and reinvent herself. She 

had previously been a therapist to some of the worst kinds of criminals which 

led her to dangerous situations that she wants to leave behind her. 

Unfortunately for Faith the house is far from the safe place she hoped it would 

be. 

Something awful has happened there in her past leaving the phrase "12 steps 

and an empty basement" haunting her thoughts and leaving the reader keen to 

know more. The book follows a police task force and Faith through a major 

investigation into what has been happening at the house. 

In typical Karen Rose style this book jumps right into the action. It is the first in 

a series of books. It's fast paced, tense and dramatic. There are twists and turns 

in every chapter and you never quite know what people are hiding. I could 

visualise the characters well and although complicated, the plot was never 

confusing. 

If you loved other books by Karen Rose this doesn't disappoint! 

 

Jacki Moorcroft  

Karen Rose at her tantalising best in this tense thriller, combining 

love and fear in this un-put-downable book.  

On inheriting her old childhood home, Faith Corcoran returns with a new 

identity in an attempt to escape a serial stalker who seems intent on killing her. 

However the house appears to be the base for a serial killer who now turns his 

attention to Faith.   Deacon Novak, an FBI agent, is trying to reconnect with his 

troubled young brother and returns to Cincinnati to try and help him.  When the 

pair meet sparks fly and Deacon vows to keep Faith safe no matter what.  A 



promise that proves hard to keep.  This is another thrill a minute by Karen Rose 

with a fast pace storyline which keeps you turning the pages long after you 

should have gone to bed... 

 

Melanie Rose  

Thrilling page turner.  

This is a very long book (over 700 pages) and I did wonder whether it would 

hold my attention throughout.  It did - there are very detailed descriptions of all 

the characters and their relationships with each other and it enables you to 

build a picture of them in your mind as you read the book.  

I really enjoyed this book and would certainly recommend it for fans 

of crime fiction as long as they don't mind some explicit scenes 

thrown in. Karen Rose is a new author to me but I enjoyed this novel a lot and 

would definitely seek out others by her in the future. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

Excellent fast paced story slightly ruined by an unnecessary 

romance.  

I enjoyed this book on the whole. The story is gripping and a good mystery.  

The only part that let the book down for me was the relationship between Faith 

and Deacon. For me it didn't add anything apart from the urge to vomit.  

The thriller itself is brilliant with many layers and the story made me want to 

finish the book. 

I just wished the two main characters had kept a more professional 

relationship, I'd imagine the book wouldn't have been half as long.  

However I would still recommend this book, and I'm likely to read the authors 

others books as her thriller writing is fab. 

 

Tania  

A real page turner that has everything, murder, family, love and 

history.  

In ‘Closer than you think’ by Karen Rose, Faith Corcoran, therapist for victims 

of sex crimes and offenders, leaves Miami after being stalked by an ex-patient. 



She changes identity and goes back to live in Cincinnati, where she has just 

inherited her grandmother's house. Faith has an accident and founds a young 

girl lying in the road. Faith starts to investigate what has happened to the 

young girl with the help of Deacon Novak, an FBI agent. Faith discovers that 

there is a link between her grandmother's house and the young girl. The book is 

a thriller full of suspense, murder, violence action and love. The book is so 

addictive that it is impossible to put it down. 

 

Claire Hill  

A compelling rollercoaster ride of a thriller that keeps you guessing.  

This is the first book I've read by Karen Rose, and is the first in a new series 

featuring Faith Corcoran. It's a fast-paced thriller with plenty of action and 

suspense, endearing characters and it keeps you guessing. There is also some 

romance, including some quite graphic sex scenes, but I feel this is a good fit 

with the mood of the storyline, rather than added simply for the sake of ticking 

another box. 

Faith is a strong female character, which is great. Nothing turns me off a book 

quicker than a pathetic simpering woman, so Faith is an ideal lead for me. 

All the characters in this book are well written, particularly the more striking 

looking Novaks. There is great attention to detail, making the characters spring 

to life right off the page. 

The twists and turns mostly kept me on my toes, I was able to guess what was 

going to happen on a couple of occasions, hence the slightly less than perfect 

rating. I do read an awful lot of books of this genre, so I'm not convinced your 

average reader would be unsurprised by how the storyline evolves. 

A thoroughly compulsive read; I'll definitely be taking a look at 

other novels by Karen Rose. 

http://claireh18.booklikes.com 

 

 


