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Alfred Noble 

Peter has revisited his old stamping 
ground the Hebrides, the setting of 
his Lewis trilogy. Once again he has 
written a superb book. Full of 
questions, answered and 
unanswered, it is a story of 3 people 
and how their lives intersect. A man 
who is suffering from amnesia, a 
detective and a teenage girl, 
mourning the loss of her father. Just 
when you think you have sussed out 
the way the narrative is going you 
are thrown the proverbial curve ball. 
A book that keeps you turning 
the pages until the satisfying 
ending. I strongly urge you to 
read it. 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

A real must buy, must read. 
Peter May is certainly going 
from strength to strength with 
each book that he writes. If you haven't discovered this author, now is the 
time to jump on board. I totally just couldn't put this down. I can honestly say 
Peter May has given us something to think about in the story of ‘Coffin Road’, all 
of his thoughts are right to detail.  It is a sad thing in life some people go 
through, but we all know with certain illness that it can make some people 
forget things. 

In this page turning story, the reason Neal Maclean forgets who he is through 
being barely alive and borderline hypothermic. 

What if you couldn't remember your name? or anything about you? 



Neal Maclean is washed up on the beach, soaked through, freezing cold, he was 
only alive due to wearing a life jacket. He didn't know his name or how he got 
washed up on the beach. He didn't even know where he lived, it was someone 
who knew him by name, who had taken Neal to his Dune Cottage. 

What if you didn't know your own house? For Neal Maclean it was rather 
bizarre, in his cottage he couldn't find any photographs, passport, or a 
checkbook, not even any credit cards to help him discover who he is. He could 
only find a map that may connect him to his life.  

Jon and Sally, who have been married for eight years, moved to Isle of Harris 
to try to patch up their marriage. They are good friends of Neal's and regularly 
visit him. Jon questions Neal and wanted to know how Neal's book was going 
that he was writing. On edge, Neal can't remember anything about writing a 
book.  The spice of the story heats up - just how much are Neal and Sally good 
friends? 

What fans can expect is that the Million-selling author of the Lewis trilogy 
brings murder back to the Outer Hebrides. 

So much impressed me about Coffin Road it is a fabulous book to put on your 
Christmas list to have it preordered for 2016 

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Wow, Peter May has come up with a remarkable thriller – talk about 
creating a guessing game for those looking for an adrenaline rush. 
Brilliant.  

The plot follows Karen Fleming, a rebellious 17 year old, as she struggles to 
come to terms with the death of her Father. In parallel, we meet the 
investigating police officer, DS Gunn, of a murder on a remote island off the Isle 
of Skye.  There is a third character but even he does not know who he is having 
washed up on the shores, frozen to the bones, with absolutely no memory of 
what has happened or his life prior to the now. 

Thanks to very clever use of writing style, May reveals the unknown man’s 
journey of self-identity by writing in the first person and thus brilliantly 
differentiating this piece of the jigsaw from those of Karen and DS Gunn whose 
journeys are written in the third person.   

Is there a connection between the three searches?  Karen who wants to believe 
her Father lives and the DS who has no reason other than to believe the 
unidentified man is the murderer. 



The setting, stark and constantly at the whim of the unpredictable weather, 
wraps this well structured and totally compelling thriller into one of the best 
reads of 2015. 

 

Sarah Harper  

An exceptionally well-written and suspenseful read. Did I enjoy it? 
Yes. Would I recommend it to others? Highly. And has it inspired me 
to read more of Peter May’s books? Absolutely!  

This was my first Peter May novel and, although crime is not my usual genre, 
he lived up to his reputation as an excellent author. Neal Maclean wakes up on a 
beach, with his face in the sand and no idea of who he is or how he got there. 
Against the stunning scenery of the Outer Hebridean Isle of Harris, Neal tries to 
piece his memory back together. He is drawn to the mystery of the disappearing 
lighthouse keepers of the Flannan Isles but what he finds there shocks him to the 
core. Neal becomes desperate to discover who he is and what he may have done. 
His search takes him to Edinburgh but, instead of confirming his identity, Neal 
is thrown into turmoil and the plot quickly thickens. Add Detective Sergeant 
George Gunn with a murder to solve and young Karen Fleming, who is trying to 
come to terms with her father’s abandonment, into the mix and things get a 
whole lot more complicated. 

This is a very well executed version of the memory-loss trope. There’s not too 
much you can divulge without giving the plot away but suffice to say that the 
individual threads of the story are woven together seamlessly to 
produce a suspenseful read with a fair few twists along the way. The 
island scenery was stunningly evocative. The coffee shops, beaches and streets 
of Edinburgh, which I know well, were comfortingly familiar and the bees were 
an interesting and very topical angle. Did I enjoy it? Yes. Would I recommend it 
to others? Highly. And has it inspired me to read more of Peter May’s books? 
Absolutely! 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

I literally could not put this book down, devouring it in a couple of 
days despite having other things I should have been doing.  A 
compulsive read from the start about a man, who emerged from the sea 
with no idea who he was or why he was on the Scottish Island of Harris. This he 
gleaned from local people who appeared to know him and directed him to his 
cottage where his Labrador was waiting. Neal Maclean was his name so they 
said.  But was it?  It takes a long time and many discoveries along the way 
before we find out his true identity. 



Desperate for the truth about himself, “Neal” returns to a remote island which 
he’s told he frequently visits to research facts for a book he’s writing. He finds a 
body there and wonders whether he could have killed the obviously murdered 
man. Back at the cottage there’s no sign of any writing having been done on his 
laptop, so going to the Scottish mainland is his first line of enquiry. The story 
then follows his search and then to other people who seemingly have nothing 
directly to do with him before all the facts finally come together. It’s a good 
thriller, involving scientific research into bees and has a real sting in this “tale”. 

Wonderfully descriptive about the countryside, believable characters from a 
stroppy teenager to industrial spies, it’s well worth reading.  I thoroughly 
recommend it. 

 

Mrs J Harper 

A great story. This is my first Peter May book, but it was recommended by my 
son, so I was intrigued. 

The setting is certainly beautiful- the Outer Hebrides, with its remoteness, the 
sea and the weather. 

There is a great sense of mystery here. The hero, Neal, is desperate to find out 
about himself . . . who is he, what has happened to his car and his boat? What 
was he doing here on this secluded island anyway? Why is there no written 
evidence? Did he kill the man in the lighthouse? What had he been doing out 
here alone? Writing a book as he had claimed?  And then there are the beehives. 

Back in Edinburgh, Karen was told that her Dad had died, but she needed to 
find out a few details to satisfy her curiosity so she contacts her godfather Chris, 
who happens to work at a laboratory.                  

From such a beginning Peter May deliciously takes us along on this 
yarn. Beautifully crafted, with plenty of atmosphere, excitement and 
doubt, Neal gradually sorts out who are friends and who are not. 

Following gut instinct seems to achieve more initially and slowly normalcy 
develops from there.  The story develops in its own time. Neal finds his real 
name, the reason for secrecy and the nature of his job.  

As he recovers from his ‘accident’ he starts to think more rationally and from 
that point the story picks up in pace.  

The storyline is entirely believable, the characters stay true from start to finish 
so the reader can relax and just turn the pages. 

What makes this book so gripping is its setting, the Scottish Isles and Peter 
May’s ability to set the scene so that we provide our own backdrop.  



 

Edel Waugh 

The story is based around three people mainly and begins on the Isle of Harris 
with a man coming round from being unconscious. He does not know who he is 
or anything about his life, but we quickly learn that others do know him and 
what he has been doing on the island. Then we meet a young woman called 
Karen who is in search of answers about her dead father, she has a lot of 
questions and they are leading her on unexpected journeys. Then there is the 
detective George Gunn who is investigating a suspicious death on the island, his 
inquiries are leading him to the unconscious man (Neal) and Neal cannot say 
with certainty that he knows what is going on at all as he just can't remember, 
so he does not know who he can trust or why he is in this position. This was a 
gripper! It's such a good mystery that you really do have to keep 
going to piece it all together and get the satisfaction at the end of 
finally understanding it all. I really enjoyed this! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/12/coffin-road-by-peter-may-
review.html?m=1 

 

Gemma Niven  

Fantastic writing from Peter May which drew me in from the start. 
Thrilling and gripping story with lots of twists and turns!  

This is my first Peter May book and it certainly won't be my last. The story 
begins with a man washed up on the beach with no memory of who he is.  What 
unravels throughout the story is truly gripping as you follow the characters 
through mystery and danger to the end. Living in Scotland myself, I could 
visualise where the characters were and I felt this brought even more to the 
story for me. Peter May has a talent for weaving the story together and 
drawing different characters in throughout, to make for quite an explosive 
ending. I would thoroughly recommend this book as a good deep and exciting 
read. 

 

Les Wood  

A page jumper not a page turner. Overly descriptive and predictable.  

Not having read Peter May before I was curious as, according to reviews and 
accolades promoting him, his popularity amongst other crime writers is very 
impressive. 

However this novel is simply not for me. 



I am not a lover of writing in the first person as I feel that the narrator will still 
be alive at the end and therefore that rules out numerous options. To date only 
Alice Sebold (Lovely Bones) has succeeded in writing in this way. 

There is much to like in the book, it is very descriptive of time and place, well 
told and moves at a pace (finally) after around page ninety. 

Unfortunately I am not one for extensive detail; five lines to describe opening 
your eyes are too much for me. 

The links and interweaving of character, location and stories are simple to 
follow and offer no surprises whatsoever and therefore the book appears slow, 
and boredom quickly sets in, unless you are content to determine who is good 
and who is not at a relatively early stage.  

Apart from providing a reason for him to be coming back from somewhere in 
his boat and capsizing The Flannan Isles and the story of the lighthouse keepers 
disappearance seem almost unnecessary other than to start the book. 

I feel that the writer has tried too hard to incorporate too many strands both 
geographical and historical and has added in an almost stereotypical bunch of 
characters along the way who seem to be so out of character when shouting and 
swearing; even an attempted rape is airbrushed over. 

The body on the remote island/reluctant Scottish detective was done in his 
‘Entry Island’. 

Having said all that with good a rewrite and a relocation of events the overall 
story would make a good film or TV mystery series. 

 

Linda Boa  

Peter May returns to the Outer Hebrides, which made him a hit author with the 
Lewis Trilogy, with a story which will eventually connect three people…and see 
their lives put at risk.  

A man wakes on a beach on Harris, not knowing who he is or what he's doing 
there. Meanwhile, a brutally murdered man is found not too far away on the 
Flannan Isles, in the chapel below the lighthouse which saw three men vanish in 
1900. Meanwhile, in Edinburgh, a 17-year-old, Karen Fleming, is lost and 
rebellious since her father's suicide two years earlier. But she comes across 
evidence that he faked his death - but why? Investigating the Flannan Isles 
murder is DI George Gunn. Has the man from the beach - apparently Neal 
MacLean - really lost his memory, or is it some kind of clever ruse? Is he 
responsible for the murder? And why do both men have bee stings on their 
hands? 



Meanwhile, Karen leaves home, searching for answers in London, Glasgow, 
and eventually the Highlands of Scotland. Is her father really alive? Why the 
mysterious disappearance? 

Peter May's love of the Outer Hebrides yet again shines through - it's weather, 
the sea, the flora and fauna - in what is bound to be another colossal hit for the 
hugely talented writer. One NOT to be missed, with a nail-biting climax 
that will see you unable to put it down. 

https://crimeworm.wordpress.com/ 

 

Nicola Smith  

Well-plotted and current storyline with a beautifully described 
backdrop.  

This is the first Peter May book that I have read, although his books have 
always appealed to me, especially those, like this one, set on a Scottish Island.  
As soon as the book starts we meet a man who has lost his memory and all he 
can remember is being on the beach, wet, injured and confused.  We follow him 
as he starts to try and find out who he is.  A dead man on a nearby island brings 
policeman, George Gunn, into the mix along with a teenage girl who is looking 
for the truth about her father's suicide. 

I really enjoyed this book, as the story unfolded and I found out what was 
happening at the same time as the main characters.  The backdrop of the Isle of 
Harris is beautifully described and made me want to visit.  It's a really well-
plotted storyline and the second that I have read recently where the decline of 
bees forms a large part of it. A very current and worrying issue!  I found this to 
be a fast-paced and interesting thriller and I will certainly be reading more by 
this author. 

 

Jillian McFrederick  

This was my first introduction to Peter May's writing, and as an avid mystery 
reader I was excited to start this book. 

I was not disappointed as I was instantly intrigued by the main character's 
plight and needed to find out more. With the introduction of the two other main 
characters, the detective and the young girl, the narrative switches from one to 
the other, slowly building up the story and gradually revealing how and why 
Fleming ends up where he does. 

It was a hard book to put down, plot driven and well written, clever 
with well developed, credible characters. 



This comes thoroughly recommended, so much so that I am inspired 
to read other titles by this author. 

 

 

 


