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Cathy Small  

DCI Hanlon is not someone who 

you would call a friend or maybe 

like but by the end of the book you 

will love her. She gets caught in the 

case that has twists and turns until 

the truth comes out.  

A thrilling read that keeps you 

gripped from the first page 

until the finale. DI Hanlon is not 

a character that you can bond with 

straight away but you will love her 

by the end of the book. She takes on 

a case and does everything needed 

and everything within her power to 

get the truth. She is excessively 

strong and powerful which 

somehow makes her more 

endearing to you as a reader even 

though some of her capabilities and 

actions should frighten you. The 

case has twists with some that you see and others that you don't but that just 

makes you want to read on. 

 

Robin L  

All the elements are here for a good read, maverick cop (think female Jack 

Reacher), Oxford University (think Morse) & Soho crime.  

The book is an easy read with an interesting narrative but the characters are a 

bit one dimensional. The pace of the story means you can forgive most of the 

shortcomings.  Action moves swiftly and although it is a bit predictable 



it does hold your attention to the end. 

A nicely judged balance of different elements makes for an 

interesting book although some of the topics the book covers could have been 

explored in more depth. 

I look forward to the next instalment. 

 

Iris Clements 

DCI Hanlon is a law until herself.  Her job is to seek justice for those who cannot 

and to this end she will break the rules in order to achieve results. She is 

disciplined and in superb physical condition which holds her in good stead for 

what is in store.  Partnered with Hanlon is Enver who worries constantly at the 

lengths she goes to and the unorthodox methods she employs to pursue justice.  

Because of the shocking nature of a case where a young student is murdered, 

DCI Hanlon is promoted to investigate.  Her suspect is philosophy lecturer Dr. 

Gideon Fuller.  Another loner who although popular with his students, has a 

penchant for sadomasochistic sex.  All evidence leads to Fuller and the murky 

underworld he inhabits.  The journey for Hanlon leads her to Russian people 

traffickers, bent policemen and an insight to the sordid world of sadistic sex. 

Although Hanlon is not portrayed as a likeable character, the author 

almost dares you not to empathise with her. There are references in this 

book which allude to what happened to Hanlon before she took on this case and 

as I enjoyed this book immensely I shall certainly be looking out for 

anything by this author. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Tricked into believing that the murderer being sought by DCI 

Hanlon was the obvious target, I have just read one of the most 

fantastically clever thrillers.  

DCI Hanlon has obviously got 'history,' and not one which has endeared her to 

her colleagues, although they do unanimously respect and fear her for her 

absolute commitment to her job, even if it reliably means breaking the rules. 

She is a loner, recovering from a vicious incident that left her, and her fellow 

officer (and only friend) seriously injured.  Mark, the fellow policeman and 

friend, is still in a coma.  She is fighting back – literally, as the story opens with 

her filling her sick leave, with extreme physical exertion in the boxing ring. 



Her life takes on new meaning (she lives to work, there is nothing else in her 

life) when Corrigan, her senior officer gives her a lifeline. Her asks her to go 

undercover to seek evidence of the prime candidate for initially one, and then a 

second, murder.  Both girls and both seemingly murdered by the same person.  

Fuller is the prime suspect but evidence is needed to prove it. 

Then there is a third murder and as Hanlon gets more and more involved in the 

case, not only does her past catch up with her (is she going to find out who was 

her father who she had never met?) but her gut instinct drives her to reassess 

the case and apply some of her ruthless tactics to solve the murders. 

This is an incredibly faced-pace, credible murder, which creates a real sense of 

the reality of the characters involved.  Brilliantly it switches from the murder's 

thinking, to the chase by the police – cleverly leading the reader to think the 

target the police are tracking, is who we are reading about. 

Excellent 

 

Helen Lowry  

A newly promoted lady DCI, a murdered student, Russian criminals 

and the murky world of sadistic sex. It all adds up to a very good 

read.  

This is the first book I have read by this author and I have to say I enjoyed it 

tremendously. 

It has everything you need in a book – a lady DCI, newly promoted, not always 

the most likeable person but she gets the job done, effectively. There are plenty 

of twists that more than kept my interest; so much so that I wanted to keep 

reading to find out what was going to happen next. Most of the chapters are 

fairly short, which helps to build tension.   

A young student is murdered and Hanlon is assigned the case. Uncovering the 

truth leads her into contact with Russian criminals and the chilling world of 

sadistic sex. 

Well recommended. 

 

Rachael Anderson  

‘Cold Revenge’ is a different type of crime novel. A gripping piece of 

work, but not particularly believable at times.  



The novel is the second in a series featuring Detective Inspector Hanlon. The 

protagonist is portrayed as a tough, damaged loner, who borders on being 

psychopathic. In ‘Cold Revenge’, we see her investigating whether Oxford 

philosophy lecturer, Gideon Fuller, is the sadomasochistic killer of two students. 

The novel is graphically violent at times and on occasions it does become 

uncomfortable to read it. The plot is interesting and there are plenty of twists 

and turns to keep you wanting to turn the pages. However, some of the 

characters are somewhat two dimensional and dialogue can be somewhat 

wooden. The interior monologue in particular of Enver, Hanlon's work 

colleague, just does not seem to work at all. Moreover, I am not sure how long 

Hanlon would have lasted in the current police force, repeatedly breaking all 

rules and having a tendency to cause grievous bodily harm to those who cross 

her. 

However, ‘Cold Revenge’ is absorbing and fast paced and consequently, I will 

keep an eye out for further novels in this series. I am curious to see if the 

character of Hanlon evolves and if the reader is given any further information 

about her mysterious past. 

 

Sarah Williams  

Poor Police Procedural.  

The set-up is that there appears to be an obvious killer but can it be proved and 

how many will he kill in the meantime? The vast majority of stories with this 

premise reveal that the killer is actually someone else and the fun in reading is 

in trying to work out who it is. Normally I don't manage to work it out until the 

author is about to make the big reveal but in ‘Cold Revenge’ the killer might as 

well have their name surrounded by flashing lights because it's painfully 

obvious from very early on who it will be. In fact, it is so obvious and the clues 

so unsubtle that I thought there must be a double-bluff be going on. Nope.  

I did not find DCI Hanlon believable and I'm sick to death of hearing about how 

fit she is and how food is just fuel. I'm a big fan of the lone wolf detective and I 

like a story with a strong female to aspire to, she doesn't even have to be likable 

as such but unfortunately Hanlon is also very dull and arrogant. 

 

Daran Bellingham  

DI Hanlon: this policewoman is too good to be true, unconventional 

… but she makes good reading.  



Sadistic sex is the theme for this book. Specialist brothels are visited and some of 

the 'sex games' are described in depth. 

The story centres around sadistic sex killings that could be linked to a 

philosophy lecturer at Queens College London. Our heroine DI Hanlon goes 

undercover to find the killer. Hanlon can box, complete a triathlon and beat any 

man in a fight - not a likeable person who has her own rules, but never the less 

makes compelling reading. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

An interesting start to an intriguing story.  Predictable in many ways 

but that has to happen if you follow the fictional world of crime.  DCI Hanlon is 

one of a modern breed of female detectives – solitary, tough and leading a life of 

trauma and torment as they often do.  Focussed and efficient maybe but 

somehow unreal and not easy to like. 

We are swiftly led into an underworld of sadism and sex after the death of a 

student.  A woven web of deceit takes us into the world of respected university 

circles involving student life in general and professors who may or may not be 

what they seem. Hanlon occasionally shows her caring side regarding her 

fellow detectives yet it is hard to discover what makes her tick.  On a personal 

level my criteria for a good crime novel is one that does not make it easy to spot 

a killer early on.  I just don’t want to know until I’ve nearly finished the book.  

Unfortunately, this one did and became clear to me with the introduction of an 

otherwise irrelevant character – which did spoil it for me.  I wish I’d never 

discovered this method of detection on my part! 

Nevertheless overall I did enjoy the story but felt I’d met many of the 

characters before albeit in slightly different circumstances. 

  

Joan Sidwell 

Cold Revenge is a detective thriller set mostly in London and Oxford, hunting 

the sadistic killer of several women all killed in a similar brutal way.  This is the 

second book involving DCI Hanlon (we don’t find out her Christian name) who 

is a loner, both in her professional and private life, a detective who works in 

sometimes unorthodox ways.  She goes undercover to unearth the killer, 

attending lectures led by the philosopher Dr Gideon Fuller who is the main 

suspect.  

 



  

 

The action takes place in London’s grimy underworld, involving seedy and 

brutal characters.  Modern London contrasts sharply with the grimy parts of 

Soho, there are some wonderful descriptions of the areas, the still seedy parts of 

Kings Cross and St Pancras, the new shiny City area: Alex Howard obviously 

knows his locations very well. 

This is a very fast paced and thrilling read and a rattling good story.  

It wasn’t difficult to guess the outcome quite early on in the book (maybe we 

were supposed to) but nonetheless it is a gripping read through to the end.  DCI 

Hanlon’s colleagues are sympathetically portrayed and very believable, 

particularly the Turkish detective, Enver Demirel and AC Corrigan. 

DCI Hanlon is a very unconventional person but someone who commands 

respect and even sympathy and whom you would want in your corner, she will 

stop at nothing to find out the truth, putting herself in very real danger several 

times to unmask the killer.  We learn something of her personal background as 

the story moves forward and hopefully this will continue in any future books 

which I will look forward to reading. 

 

Ray Orgill 

Newly promoted Detective Chief Inspector Hanlon is not a pleasant person and 

she does not care who knows it.  She is, however, a good person to have on your 

side as she will tackle anything and any person.  She is willing to bend or break 

the rules if it leads to a real conviction.  A keep-fit addict with boxing as a 

hobby, this latest investigation certainly tests her level of fitness and takes her 

into areas of great personal danger.  The plot behind the book is very 

convoluted and follows modern police procedure closely.  It involves 

all manner of criminal characters and unpleasant actions.  

 

Jocelyn Garvey 

A roller coaster of a ride. A DI who does what it takes to get her men. 

Very enjoyable.  

This is the second D I Hanlon police procedural. DI Hanlon is tough. She keeps 

very fit, loves boxing and doing triathlons. Except for the lack of mansion and 

butler she could be Lara Croft. 



She also doesn’t always stick to the rules. 

There is a sadomasochistic killer on the loose who is targeting Philosophy 

students, there is a link between them and the charismatic lecturer Dr Gideon 

Fuller. 

She goes undercover in order to discover the killer. Goes to his philosophy 

lectures and gets to know his students. One more is murdered and it becomes 

personal. 

The body count rises. She is on the trail. This takes her to unusual brothels in 

London and Oxford. 

Hanlon will do almost anything to find the killer, and as she gets closer to the 

answer she becomes a target. 

Luckily for her she has good back in the Met. A good boss and loyal staff. 

A little far-fetched but a great read. 

You can follow Jocelyn on Twitter: JossG 

 

Carol Peace  

Great read and a must for fans of straight talking policing.  

I was absorbed with the book. The newly promoted DCI Hanlon is back from a 

rest after a harrowing case, in which the station knew she had gone out on a 

limb to solve, resulting in one officer in a coma. She has the reputation of 

getting the job done but is reckless, she was sure that a student that was found 

was murdered and convinced the person everyone suspected was not the 

culprit. The way she goes about solving the crime is not at all authorised and 

puts her in danger which she just doesn’t comprehend. Her former partner 

Enver Demeril is worried for her but can't show his concern as she is so hell bent 

on doing things her own way she just will not appreciate his concern. Will she 

find the culprit? Or will her persistence get her killed? DCI Hanlon is definitely 

not someone you would try to cross. A great read. 

 

Katherine Stewart  

Dark, but disappointing.  

Overall this was a disappointing read.  The main character, DI Hanlon, was not 

a particularly likeable character - she is a loner and a bit of a maverick who 

continually keeps breaking the rules to get what she wants (including using 



violence).  The plot had some good points, although it is quite violent in places, 

but the clues to the real killer seemed to be signposted too obviously (I don't 

normally guess "who done it", but this time it seemed obvious from early in the 

book).  There was not enough here to make me seek out the first in the series. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

I really enjoyed this book - it was quick and intelligent. I must read 

his other books.  

A very good read slick and quick.   DCI Hanlon is not very likeable – she is very 

arrogant (nearly as arrogant as the mighty Sherlock, but not as loveable). I feel 

that beneath all the hard exterior is a facade she does not want people to see. 

She is a very good detective and although she is nowhere in the popularity 

stakes she is someone we would all want in our corner unless we were the 

criminal. Yes I enjoyed this book and look forward to reading more of Howard's 

books. 

 

Judith Sharp 

You've never met a cop like Hanlon and if you're on the wrong side of 

the law you don't want to meet her.  Forget hard men, this is one 

hard woman.  

I read the first Hanlon book and really enjoyed it.  The second is just as good.  

Hanlon is completely different from other detectives, she is tough and single 

minded, definitely not a team player.  She is however passionate in her search 

for justice and will go outside the law if necessary. 

This book deals with the world of sadomasochism.  Dr Gideon Fuller is in the 

frame for a number of murders - he is into sadomasochism but is he the killer?  

Hanlon is determined to find out using whatever means necessary. 


