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Sarah Harper 

I loved this story of the strong, resourceful 

and eccentric characters who lived 

through the Blitz. Ten-year-old Noel has 

an old head on young shoulders. He was 

raised by his suffragette godmother 

Mattie, with her strong opinions and free-

form approach to parenting and 

education. They lived an idyllic life but 

everything changed with the outbreak of 

war. They struggled on but when Noel 

loses Mattie and fails to fit into his uncle's 

ordered home, he is evacuated. In St 

Albans, Noel and Vee are thrown together 

and, although they make an unlikely and 

initially uncomfortable pair, they are in 

fact the perfect match. Clever and quick 

witted, Noel is independent but still needs 

to be loved and cared for like any child. 

Vee has more than enough on her plate, 

caring for her invalid, mute mother and 

lazy son Donald, she bends over 

backwards to keep them happy and comfortable. Donald has his own, if not 

entirely legitimate, ways to earn some extra cash and Vee’s mother, spends her 

time writing advisory letters to the PM. We follow them all on their bumpy 

road, trying to make ends meet through the air raids and blackouts. Times are 

tough and sometimes you have to have a plan in order to survive. It may not be 

the sort of plan you would want to have to explain in court, it may be legally 



 

wrong but it may also be morally right and if anyone can pull it off, they can. 

This is an absolute gem of a book. Noel’s resilience will bring a lump to 

your throat and Vee’s resourcefulness will steel your heart. Acutely observed 

and full of wry humour, you won’t be able to help smiling to yourself as you 

romp through their story. It should be shouted from the rooftops, this is 

a fantastic book. 

 

Lucy Rock  

This is an honest, touching and terribly funny book, all the more 

poignant for its fun and its foibles. Unpretentious historical fiction 

at its best.  

World War II, the Blitz and the human dramas surrounding it do, and have 

always, provided perfect fodder for authors. But has this well-trodden path seen 

one too many interpretations? If the wit and uplifting spirit of Lissa Evans’ new 

novel is anything to go by, not one bit.  

Longlisted for the Baileys Prize for Fiction this year, in ‘Crooked Heart’ Evans 

provides a refreshing perspective on the traumas of war on the Homefront 

through the unlikely, amusing and thoroughly heart-warming pairing of debt-

ridden widow Vera ‘Vee’ Sedge and evacuee Noel Bostock; whose mysterious 

upbringing and book smarts Vee faces with incredulity. Stumbling around the 

bomb-ridden capital, the two encounter a variety of quirky, achingly British 

characters whose stories truly bring this period to life.  

Careful not to forget the very pertinent hardships of those now living under 

bombardment, Evans’ remembrance and inclusion of the country’s suffragettes 

provided a refreshing angle that leaves the reader hankering for more. From 

Noel’s indomitable godmother to the flirty factory girls and the painfully flawed 

Vera, women really are represented as forming the backbone of the nation in 

this frank, bittersweet novel.   

With the sweetness and subtle humour of this tale chugging along until the very 

end, the lack of any ‘big reveal’ or hard-hitting Blitz-extravaganza may 

disappoint some. For me this was an honest, touching and terribly funny book, 

all the more poignant for its fun and its foibles. Unpretentious historical fiction 

at its best. 

You can follow Lucy on Twitter: @LiteraryRelish 

 



 

Vicky Sayer  

 ‘Crooked Heart’ is a novel that has been on my wish list for almost a year now, 

but unfortunately I just hadn't gotten around to buying it for myself. When 

lovereading.co.uk offered me the chance to read a review copy prior to the 

paperback release, I (almost literally) jumped at the chance. 

‘Crooked Heart’ is the tale of an unlikely friendship between wartime evacuee 

Noel Bostock and single mother Vee Sedge. 

Noel has been plucked from his unhappy home with his smothering Aunt and 

Uncle in London and sent to St.Albans as an evacuee. 

Vee Sedge, always looking to make money, sees an opportunity in Noel when 

she sees him limping along with the other evacuees looking for residence. 

She agrees to take him in and at first their relationship is strained. 

Noel is unhappy, and misses his previous guardian, his Godmother Mattie. In 

time he begins to warm to Vee and her money making escapades and begins to 

help her. 

Meanwhile her son Donald, is up to all sorts, following in his Mothers money 

making footsteps. 

‘Crooked Heart’ is a wonderful, funny, tale of friendship, love and 

loss and never shies away from the brutality of war.  

http://thewelshlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Rosie Watch 

What a wonderful book. As I started it, I wasn't sure where it was heading, 

but with every page I wanted to find out more. None of the characters appear to 

be your obvious hero, or a character you can relate to, yet I found myself being 

drawn to them with each chapter. The combination of tough lives and hardships 

was so well balanced by the wry humour and description. I kept feeling that the 

characters, although fictional, so portrayed so many people in the war trapped 

between doing the right thing/rationing, recycling and making do, whilst 

finding their own more successful paths via less conventional means!  

I particularly loved the letters to the Prime Minister which while funny, were 

also quite enlightening. Noel himself was so well written. I loved how his 

personality changed so dramatically depending on who he was with.  His 

changing relationship with Vee and his loyalty to Mattie was so lovely, brought 

so cleverly together in the last paragraph of the book.  



 

I shall definitely be looking out for ‘Their finest hour and a Half’.  I 

feel I have found a new writer. Thank you for sending me the book. 

 

Pauline Braisher  

An unusual and heart-warming story of the Second World War.  

This is an unusual and heart-warming story, set in London and St Albans 

during the Second World War. It tells of an unlikely friendship between an 

orphaned 10 year-old boy and the down-on-her-luck scheming woman with 

whom he is billeted. Both Noel and Vee are society's misfits who are not really 

accepted by those around them. Their roles are effectively reversed, as Noel is 

the mature and sensible half of the partnership with Vee the illogical and 

childish half.  After a bad start, they recognise that they each need the other, 

although their journey to this point is not an easy one and is well-described in 

the book. The story is well told and the characters believable. It's an easy book 

to read yet it has depth and engages the reader. It well deserves to have been 

long-listed for the Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction 2015 

www.ilovebooksandcats.wordpress.com 

 

Shriya Khambhaita  

A read that will make you smile.  

A story of friendship, loss and love. Noel an intelligent 10 year old witnesses 

twists and turns during Second World War. As an evacuee he is on a mission to 

maintain history that was once alive.  

I thoroughly enjoyed Noel characterisation. I still want to know more about his 

adventures with Mrs Sedge.  

A must read for fans of historical fiction. 

You can follow Shriya on Twitter: @Shriya_Kham 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Noel Bostock is ten years old, has no family apart from Mattie his Godmother 

and he is happy living with her, but the war is in full swing and he is evacuated 

to St Albans to live with Vera Sedge. A wonderful character who lives with her 

"ill" mother and son, Poor Vee needs money and fast, as she has a lot of debts 

and the one person who can help her is Noel. Noel who is not as stupid as he 



 

looks and sometimes Vee thinks he looks completely blank.  

Vee (as she likes to be known) has a few tricks up her sleeve and with Noel's help 

can make them work.  

A funny bitter sweet book. It touches your heart and doesn't let go. 

You love the characters and care what happens to Vee, Mattie and Noel. 

The only thing wrong?  I had to finish it, but it has gone straight on to my "to 

reread pile! 

 

Joy Bosworth  

This book is really funny, but equally heartrending.  Do try it, you’re 

in for a treat.  

This book is a real pleasure to read.  I thoroughly enjoyed it, as I knew I would 

after “discovering” Lissa Evans and having read her ‘Their Finest Hour and a 

Half’. 

As with the previous novel, it is set during World War II and is enthralling 

because existing during the hostilities does give a different slant to any story.  

So although the people are of their day, they are not just period pieces to furnish 

a generic plot but are actual, fascinating people one wants to read of 

irrespective of their time slot. 

I usually find a young novelist quite obtrusive in the way they try to interweave 

virtually what is a crib sheet to enable to period to be understood by readers 

ignorant of history.  With this author there is nothing to impede the enjoyment 

of the fast moving books, but there are so many insights scattered along the 

way. 

I had not realised that those unfortunate enough to live near the newly created 

excavation sites would have gritty flooring for some time after the work. 

The style of madcap, elderly, former suffragette is very believable.  She strongly 

reminded me of an actual person in the way she responded to inferior little 

officials who exceed their authority.  

 I loved it. 

 

Crimeworm  

A tale of a pair of loveable rogues, unlikely circumstances (children 

being evacuated from London) throwing them together, this is 



 

enjoyable, witty but in no way saccharine sweet.  

Vee's had it tough, but she appears to bring a lot of it upon herself with her 

poorly thought out dodgy schemes. She has two dependents - a lazy lump of a 

son, Donald, who has his own scam going, and plays on a heart murmur, and 

her mother, Mrs Wedge, who spends her time listening to the radio and writing 

to politicians, TV personalities and God knows who else. A nervous, busy 

woman, Vee had no intention of taking in an evacuees until she hears mention 

of a weekly stipend. Noel, the 10-year-old evacuee, had been brought up with his 

fiercely political, anti-war suffragette Godmother, Mattie, but when she 

becomes ill he ends up with her distant cousins, a smothering couple. 

Noel soon susses out Vee's various schemes, most of which are doomed to failure 

due to Vee's nerves and poor planning. But the highly intelligent Noel soon fine-

tunes the scams, and soon the two of them are coining it in. But there are shocks 

in store, coming from the most unexpected places, while at the same time Noel is 

out at night, somewhere in the city, trying to dish out his own brand of justice. 

I defy anyone not to love this book - it's got shades of ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ and 

‘The Night Watch’, but is utterly original, and humorous and sad too. Don't miss 

it - you'll regret it. 

https://crimeworm.wordpress.com/ 

 

Edel Waugh 

The story centres around a young boy called Noel who is an orphan and living 

in London with his ailing godmother Mattie. When it looks like war is imminent 

he is sent with all the other children out of London to safer places where he 

meets his foster mother Vee. Vee lives with her dodgy son Donald and her 

mother so it is quite a change from the life he had with his godmother. Noel 

quickly learns that the family are more than meets the eye with each of them 

harbouring their own secrets and he is fitting in and adjusting to them 

remarkably well! Set during war time the story does feel authentic to that time 

in history and the story had many moments of tenderness and humour and Vee 

makes the most unlikely good mother figure for Noel and there meeting could be 

the making of both of them! If you like books set around this time in history then 

I recommend this, but ultimately it is just a very good book to be read 

and enjoyed by anyone.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/12/crooked-heart-by-lissa-evans-

review.html?m=1 



 

 

Janette Skinner  

Great writing and amazing images. The main characters and 

loveable and endearing, and a very satisfying ending.  

Having been sent this book to review, I couldn't wait to read it. I really enjoyed 

it. It's quite a quick read, really delightful story and flawlessly written. 

The story follows a young boy from life with an eccentric godmother, to an Aunt 

and Uncle who really don't understand him, to a foster mother as an evacuee, 

and round full circle. 

Noel, the young boy is highly intelligent, insular, loyal, and has a strong sense 

of justice. Evacuee mum Vee, has a difficult life with a spoiled son and a 

demanding mother, and now Noel, a strange child indeed. 

 Although this all sounds a bit grim, the book is full of humour and perfect 

imagery of a time in a country at war. Vee will do all sorts legal or illegal, to 

pay the rent and Noel becomes her logistics manager in their escapades. 

The pace of the story is good with changes of venue and plenty of colourful 

characters. 

There are pure gems of concise use of language, i.e. when Vee wants some 

revenge on her difficult landlord, 

'.... gutted a couple of sprats and dropped the flaccid insides down the back 

of the gas fire.' 

Quite hilarious. 

Will now try her other books. 

www.best-book-review.com 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Touching tale but not quite substantial enough to make it 

compulsive read.  

Noel lives with his God-mother, Mattie in London.  When the war first breaks, 

Mattie ignores all advice and keeps Noel at home despite the majority of other 

children being evacuated to safer parts of the UK.   The two of them enjoy the 

company of each other to the extent of it being a somewhat exclusive 

relationship.  They are what many might define as eccentric, an image both do 



 

little dispel.  Noel prefers to put his nose in a book than engage with the children 

in his school and Mattie tells is as it is (in her mind anyway) and never stands 

on ceremony. 

But Mattie is evidently declining into dementia and Noel is forced to follow in 

the footsteps of the majority when he is evacuated to St Albans to commence a 

whole new lifestyle with Vee.  Vee lives on the edge.  Never enough money to 

make a proper home for her 20+ year old son and mother who live with her.  

Never capable enough to hold down an honest job, preferring to chase after 

ambitious and all too often not quite legal ways of making a living. 

And then the two of them collaborate in what for Noel takes him into a world 

that is beyond his imagination from those innocent days spent in the company 

of Maddie. 

There was something missing from ‘Crooked Heart’.  It’s not as meaty a story as 

I had hoped for given the plot and historic significance – I usually love any 

story that is set in the World War years.  

Hopefully other readers feel differently. 

 

Sandra Robinson 

Noel Bostock lives with Mattie, his eccentric, outspoken godmother who was a 

suffragette in a rambling house in London.  He finds himself evacuate to St 

Albans to escape the blitz while mourning his much loved godmother.  

He ends up being billeted with Vee Sedge a single woman in her 30s who goes 

from one chaotic money making scheme to another. She looks after her 

dependent mother who writes letters to the Government about the war effort 

and her lazy son Donald. 

Noel and Vee cook up a money making scheme which takes them criss-crossing 

across London and meeting a variety of people - not all of them nice. 

A great read which I absolutely loved. Great characters and 

storylines. 

 

Jillian McFrederick  

‘Crooked Heart’ is a great, unexpectedly appealing Second World War tale of a 

young evacuees adventures. Noel, a 10yr old orphan, is evacuated from London 

to St Albans and is billeted with an unfortunate woman called Vera and her 

unscrupulous son. After a shaky start Vera and Noel become a team using her 



 

guts and his brains. Together they find opportunities to raise money, taking 

advantage of the war effort and the goodness of the war torn population 

putting themselves both in danger in the process. 

The appeal of the tale lies in the touching relationship between the 

spunky characters as well as the vivid portrayal of life in London 

during the war years. 

Well told with a story to appeal to many, this title was long listed for the Baileys 

Women's Prize for fiction 2015 

 

 

 

 


