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Lynne Morgan  

I loved this book, it’s powerful and 

unique!   

The story is about Maud and Tim, who 

begin a relationship after Maud has an 

accident at the boat yard. Maud always 

appears cool and collected, and doesn’t 

really seem bothered if they are together or 

not, while Tim is very keen and shows his 

emotions easily. They don’t seem to have 

much in common – except for sailing.  

They set up home and buy an old yacht - 

which they restore - have a child together, 

and settle into a kind of routine. But this is 

shattered when a terrible accident 

happens. Maud and Tim react in very 

different ways to cope with this 

devastating catastrophe.  

Andrew Miller successfully puts you right 

inside Maud’s mind, and then transports 

you across the ocean with her. It’s alternately exciting and frightening - will 

Maud make the crossing at the mercy of the sea in her boat?  

It’s well written, and understated, but manages to be dramatic all at 

once. I look forward to reading more from Andrew Miller.  

 

Sharon Wood 

Maud and Tim are a young couple who met at university.  He is open and 

affable, she is a closed book and hard to understand, and as a consequence to 

like.  They buy a boat but once married and with a young daughter the boat is 



unused. Work draws Maud away and Tim stays home. 

One day the unthinkable happens and the couple react very differently to the 

terrible occurance  - Tim devastated, Maud returning to work with almost 

indecent haste. 

I loved the first part of the book and it sped by with Andrew Miller's 

customary beautiful but spare prose and descriptions.  The second part 

of the book concerned Maud's "escape" on the boat - was she fleeing the 

situation and her emotions or just finding something to do?  Lots of nautical 

descriptions on her journey across the Atlantic from her mooring in the West 

Country that I had absolutely no idea about, but I guess that didn't really 

matter as the atmosphere on board the boat was conveyed perfectly, especially 

a relentless storm which you could really imagine.     

Battered and bruised, Maud eventually reaches land and the book took on a bit 

of a dreamlike and strange quality.  

I was less enamoured by the end, wanting more from the somewhat 

ambiguous ending but I like Miller's writing a lot and would 

recommend this book. 

 

Suze  

This unusual story made me feel, it made me wonder, it made me 

wish and it made me curious. I absolutely loved this book.  

Maud is strange, detached, hardworking, calm and seemingly without inner 

turmoil while Tim is passionate, musical and lazy. Sailing brings them together 

and they buy their own boat. Soon they start a family. Maud goes to work every 

day while Tim stays at home to take care of their little girl. Slowly, Tim starts to 

resent what he first liked so much about Maud.  

I love that Andrew Miller leaves it up to the reader to decide if Maud is really 

unaffected by anything or not. Is Tim wrong or is there something not right 

with Maud? When tragedy strikes Tim and his family immediately judge Maud 

and from that point on she needs to start her journey alone. I couldn’t help 

defending her in my mind. I kept reading faster and faster to find out if I was 

correct or not.  

For me, Maud’s curious personality in combination with the aloof style of 

writing made this story utterly fascinating. Writing a story based on someone 

who doesn’t seem emotional at all is bold and fortunately Andrew Miller 

manages to pull it off. It could have failed miserably, but it doesn’t, instead it 



works really, really well. The lack of emotion on the surface increased my 

awareness of deeper layers. The story made me feel, it made me wonder, it 

made me wish and it made me curious. I absolutely loved this book. 
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Fiona Maclean 

A provoking and sensitive book about relationships. Somehow both 

charming and disturbing, I found this book compelling to read.  

There were hints of Murakami at times. Great read.  

This is a gentle paced, exquisitely crafted piece of writing.  On a first read, the 

final section of the book seems disparate, but as I reached the end of the tale, 

everything seemed to fall into place.  The characterisation is very strong and 

both Maud and Tim are credible individuals.  Descriptive passages are 

beauifully written to the point of being poetic.  I suspect this book, due for 

release in August, is one I will go back to over the years. 

http://www.london-unattached.com  

 

Sue Broom  

An unlikely heroine, I found myself warming to Maud as her story 

progressed.  Terrifically well written, fascinating nautical detail.  

The first part of the book shows Maud in her worst light.  We see her inability to 

connect emotionally with others in the way they expect, in various settings - 

family, work, relationship - culminating in her responding to a family tragedy 

and its aftermath by setting off on a solo journey over the Atlantic Ocean.  

Against the odds and mainly on account of her rational, single-minded 

personality, she survives a storm at sea.  The final chapters see her taking 

responsibility for others as well as herself and undergoing a redemption of sorts 

for her previous inadequacy as mother and partner.  Lots to think about here - 

in particular Maud’s questioning of herself towards the end: ‘If you have a 

talent for surviving ….. it does not seem wrong to use it.  Is it wrong?’.  Such is 

the author’s skill that, against my first instinct, I found myself warming to 

Maud as her story progressed.  Superbly written and I even found the wealth of 

nautical detail to be riveting reading. 
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Sarah Harper  

Stunning presentation, sparse writing style and an intriguing story 

which will stay with you long after you have read the last page.  

The presentation of this pre-publication issue was stunning. A plain white cover, 

images of waves lightly etched onto it, wrapped with a slip of paper, it was just 

perfect. I really hope that they are able to recreate something along these lines 

for the final product as its impact would be awesome. Unfortunately this set the 

bar very high, I wanted to be blown away by the contents but I felt let down as 

the writing style just wasn’t for me. I found it quite sparse, almost monochrome, 

with just enough information given to form the structure of the story and the 

rest left to my imagination. Having said that, it played on my mind even when I 

wasn’t reading it and I think it’s one of those books which will stay with me long 

into the future. Although it centred around only two main characters, Maud and 

Tim, I didn’t really know or understood either of them. I was being held at arms 

length and consequently found it hard to connect with them. Maud is cold, aloof, 

almost robotic, although Tim is more ‘normal'. They were obviously deliberately 

created in this way but it made it difficult to have any empathy for them. 

However I was drawn to the story and I was intrigued to discover the paths 

their lives would take. They meet when Maud falls from a boat and Tim falls in 

love, their passion for sailing forming the foundation of their relationship. They 

are an unlikely couple, one rich, one poor, one artistic, one academic. They settle 

together, make a life and a family but tragedy strikes and their marriage 

crumbles. Tim returns to the fold of his family and Maud runs in the only way 

she knows how, to the sea. We leave Tim behind, we follow Maud, and her 

adventure unfolds. 

 

Sarah Webb  

His best book yet – fascinating and absorbing. 

This is the story of an odd couple, Tim and Maud.  A musician and a scientist, 

one sociable, one a loner.  They build a life together, restore a boat and have a 

daughter.  Then everything goes wrong.  Outwardly, Maud reacts as if nothing 

has happened.  Inwardly, we can only guess at what she’s feeling.  She decides 

to take the boat across the Atlantic, a feat way beyond anything she’s attempted 

so far.   

This is the bare bones of the story but to say any more gives too much away and 

can only spoil it.  I’ve read several of Andrew Miller’s books and really enjoyed 

them, but I think that this is his best yet.  The story, the characters and the 



writing all unfold beautifully.  I kept thinking about the book between sessions 

of reading it, keen to return and find out some more – always the sign of a good 

book.  I know nothing about sailing or boats in general but I don’t think this 

matters, although I suspect that if you like boats you’ll enjoy it even more.  This 

book is fascinating and absorbing. 

 

Jo-anne Atkinson  

Neat, clever and beautifully crafted.  This is an interesting and very 

satisfying read.  

Tim and Maud meet through their university sailing club.  Tim is a creative sort 

from a large and wealthy family, Maud is a scientist from a more modest 

background.  They start a relationship and have a child but it is clear that Tim 

is more invested than Maud.  When tragedy strikes, their relationship collapses 

and Maud decides to sail across the Atlantic in the boat that they have restored 

together. 

Whilst the first half of the book recounts the relationship between Tim and 

Maud, the second part is solely about Maud.  This is a clever device as for the 

first part the reader is rooting for Tim - Maud is not an empathetic character, 

and her emotions are too closed off.  The tattoo that Maud has on her arm sums 

it up - roughly translated as 'every man for himself' - she gives little away. 

The second part of the book focuses on Maud's reaction to a family tragedy and 

how, after shutting herself off, she decides to sail away.  The description of the 

voyage is exciting and beautiful and Maud's landing in a remote part of Brazil 

brings into fore the lack of maternal instinct.   

In many ways I found this book to be  an alternative version of Waugh's 'A 

Handful Of Dust' - a mismatched couple, a tragedy, and an adventure - and 

whilst the ending is ambiguous there is still that sense of disappearing from the 

normal life.  This is a haunting book, beautifully written and 

ultimately very satisfying. 

www.pluckedhighbrow.wordpress.com  

 

Barbara Goldie  

Beautiful prose, very poetic with so much detail in few words, a 

lovely book.  

Starting this novel I found the language was not easy to read - I had to think 
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about every sentence as there was so much in it.  I quickly got used to this and 

found the prose very engaging and there was so much detail within a few 

words. It was very skilfully written, poetic and evocative. The characters were 

well drawn and all were stand alone personalities and so different.  I enjoyed 

the changes in chapter length and the way the author developed the relationship 

between Tim and Maud and the backdrop of the boat and the cottage.  Both 

Maud and Tim frustrated me at first but they appealed to me more as the novel 

progressed, as did their families who were so different. The dialogue was very 

readable and true to life and the descriptions vivid and well crafted. It is the 

first book I have read by Andrew Miller but will certainly be searching out some 

of his other works.  I found it quite surreal in places and this added to its appeal. 

 

Janet Monks  

A fateful occurrence happens at a boatyard, bringing the very different Maud 

and Tim together. They build a life, and although never clearly happy it is torn 

apart by a tragic accident.  

I could write this review in three words: read this book. The beautiful 

but almost plain language of the first episode tricked me into thinking this novel 

was something very different. I have read a lot of Andrew Miller's work 

previously but even so I was not expecting this.  

I read it in almost one sitting, on a stuffy train from Edinburgh to Manchester. 

At times I forgot where I was, surprised to find the landscape outside the 

windows was not that of the Atlantic. Maud's journey is intensely emotional, 

from love to motherhood to revelation. A wonderful, excitingly different 

read which weaves a tale with its poetic words. And here's the cliché, 

if you pick up one book this year make it The Crossing. 

 

Melanie Chadwick  

The stark, unemotional style unexpectedly creates rich and 

immediate storytelling.  

Maud plunges dramatically into Tim’s life when she falls off the boat they are 

repairing and lands on the stone quay.  He thinks she is dead.  She remarkably 

gets straight back up and walks, only to collapse again.  Tim takes 

responsibility for her recovery, visiting her in hospital and supervising her 

return home.  Tim and Maud are polar opposites, both in their backgrounds and 

temperaments; He is a musician from a large and well-heeled family, She an 



only child and a scientist.  They struggle to understand each other, Tim being 

driven by emotion and social connections, and Maud is undemonstrative and 

finds difficulty in understanding social conventions of behaviour and making 

connections with friends.  They make a life together, buy a boat, make plans, 

have a child and still we feel the distance between them.  Tragedy strikes and at 

this very time that they have a real need for support and love they find it 

impossible to communicate and remain isolated from each other in their grief. 

Tim turns to his family, and Maud turns to her work.  Eventually, Maud is 

forced to take a break from work and takes off solo sailing over the Atlantic in 

her boat.  The physical battle against the elements and dangers she faces match 

her battle with the emotional effects of her tragedy.   

The book is an illustration of the impossibility of anyone really knowing anyone 

else.  It is written in a matter of fact, very emotionally detached style which 

served to exaggerate the tragedy of the protagonists’ lives.  The stark, bleak 

aspect of the book is, however, tempered by a feeling of hope. 

 

Phylippa Smithson 

Oh my, this was hard work but wow was it powerful, haunting and 

somewhat disturbing.  

Maud is, well that’s the challenge.  Maud is not someone you will like, nor do 

many people.  She has no friends, no past (or one that she ever admitted to), is 

distant emotionally and prefers single words to full sentences when in 

conversation.  

But Tim likes her.  In fact he is attracted to her ‘ways.’  He is intrigued by her 

and ultimately wants more of her. 

And so, Miller takes us on a journey of Tim overcoming Maud’s ‘ways’, leading 

to marriage,  a daughter and then to tragedy.  Yet in many ways I felt relieved 

that the tragedy freed Maud from being a wife, a mother, a daughter, an 

employee, a conformist.  She could go and do what we believe she has wanted 

all along – to be alone, isolated, and just for the self. 

I did not like Maud and that’s why I found this book hard work.  I couldn’t get a 

sense of her, why she was as she was and at times found myself questioning the 

point of the story.  Brilliantly written though it was, I wanted to gallop to the 

end and when I got there, I really questioned what was it’s point. 

 

 



Jenny Grange 

At first I found Andrew Miller's the Crossing hard to get into as it was written in 

such a flat style with very little emotion. Then it began to dawn on me that this 

was the essence of Maud's character, a very quiet and self contained woman. 

She, like the novel, was impossible to fathom and it was difficult to feel any 

empathy. The contrast to Tim and his overbearing family was huge. How could 

such an intelligent woman cope with this?  As the story unfolded and the 

tragedy occurred I began to warm to the story. Being a sailor, I loved all the 

detail of Lodestar and her passage, the storm, the survival.  This was thrilling 

and authentic. At the end of the story I felt satisfied that I had finally begun to 

understand Maud and appreciate her strength and her endurance. It is a 

novel I will remember for a very long time.  

 

Emily Curnow 

This is a book of two halves; a story of Tim, and the story of his partner Maud. 

The novel follows the emotional journeys of both Tim and Maud as they 

experience tragedy in their lives. It explores the extremes of human reaction 

when faced with sorrow. Whereas Tim is an ‘open book’ in terms of emotion, 

love, regret, and hate, Maud remains an enigma throughout the book, with her 

cold, closed and passive nature. 

Although I found some of the sexual descriptions a little uncomfortable, overall 

Miller writes in a beautifully descriptive way. As a reader you can feel the joy 

and pain of Tim, and you stand along-side Maud, experiencing the fear, the 

exhilaration, and the exhaustion, as she sails on her unlikely journey. Miller’s 

way of using the narration through the eyes of his characters draws you in, 

giving you great understanding and empathy with his believable characters.  

An altogether compulsive novel that is hard to put down, that leaves 

you both satisfied and unsatisfied in its conclusion. I look forward to 

reading more of Andrew Miller’s work and I would highly 

recommend this novel. 

 

Barbara Gaskell 

Haunting. Fascinating depiction of how lives touch but don’t 

necessarily come together. 4.5 out of 5 stars. 

Maud as the central character was not easy to connect with, a loner, who deals 

with tragedy by running from people and herself. However, Miller’s writing 



kept my interest and I wanted to understand Maud better. The style of the first 

part of the book worked to keep Maud at a distance while I was fully immersed 

with the description of Maud’s difficult sea voyage.   

There are similarities with Pure but these cross your mind momentarily as you 

are drawn once again into trying to understand how what you are feeling 

about Maud. I have ambiguous feelings about the ending which seems in 

keeping with my feelings about Maud.  

Miller's style of writing is simply beautiful.  

Highly recommended. 


