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Sarah Musk 

A fantastic read.  Rosemary 

Goring skilfully and vividly 

recreates dangerous times 

on the Scottish Borders in 

the reign of Henry V111.  A 

really, gripping story.  

This is a fantastic read.  

Rosemary Goring writes 

accurately and vividly about a 

dangerous, brutal time on the 

Scottish borders in the reign of 

Henry V111.  As we know he was 

a capricious, spiteful king and his 

brooding presence down in 

London adds to the constant 

feeling of menace present in those 

times.  The contrast between life 

in London and on the Borders, 

where powerful men murder and 

pillage at will is one of the 

strengths of this book - although life in Tudor London is just as dangerous in a 

different way.  Wolsey is in as much danger from the king as Dacre and Crozier 

are from their fellow countrymen in the north. 

There is quite a lot of reference to the Battle of Flodden which was the subject of 

Rosemary Goring's previous book which I will definitely read because the events 

of Dacre's War were strongly influenced by the aftermath of that terrible battle 

and I would like to learn more about the back story.  This is a sign of a skilled 

writer if they make you want to read a previous book in a series - she has 

hooked me in by her storytelling skills and I have to put her down on my must 

read author's list. 



 

Sue Broom  

A pact and atmospheric tale of intrigue and derring-do in 16th 

century border country, astoundingly well written with a cracking 

plot coming to a satisfying conclusion.  

I was fortunate enough to review Rosemary Goring’s earlier novel ‘After 

Flodden’ a couple of years ago so was keen to get my hands on this follow-up 

one and delighted to enjoy it even more.  It is a pacy and atmospheric tale of 

intrigue and derring-do in 16th century border country, with compelling 

characters and dialogue, really poetic descriptions (particularly of landscape - 

she is mistress of the simile) and a cracking plot coming to a satisfying 

conclusion.  I was relieved to find rather less blood and gore than in her earlier 

book - instead she gives us considerable insight into the motives and reasoning 

of her characters, both real and imagined.  None of the main players is wholly 

good or wholly bad, they all commit crimes against others and are not without 

conscience.  According to Adam Crozier: “A life of suspicion, fear and violence 

was not what he would have chosen, nor the inheritance any father should pass 

on to a son.  But what other way of existing was there if one wanted to survive, 

save for running away?”  His enemy, Baron Dacre, is caught in a similar 

predicament.  The author’s skill is such that I felt equal sympathy for both of 

them - they are products of their age. 

The book is astoundingly well written.  Rosemary Goring’s use of language is 

fluent and elegant, and I love some of the old words she introduces - I didn’t 

know, for example, until I discovered it here that there is a word ‘coolth’ that 

means the opposite of warmth.  Wonderful word but long fallen into disuse - I 

shall be attempting to revive it in my conversation at every opportunity. 

 

Sharon Lowe  

History at its best, this novel from Rosemary Goring, is powerful, 

robust, absorbing, and a thoughtful documentation of the battles 

between England and Scotland, a must for all fans of Tudor history.  

Totally absorbing tale of a personal tale of revenge both political and personal 

between two of the most powerful men in the north of England and the Scottish 

borders, and how the downfall was brought down using his wife's advice, and 

turning the English court against him. I found this fast paced and graphic in 

some places, I was quite surprised to realize that this was written by a female 



writer, as for me it felt quite masculine in its approach. As I am more used to 

feminine touch to historic tales I found it quite refreshing to have this approach, 

will be trying more from this author. 

 

Carolyn Huckfield  

‘Dacre’s War’ is a really exciting novel that gives us violence and 

political intrigue in the time of Henry VIII. Added to this is the love 

story of Adam and Louise Crozier.  

‘Dacre’s War’ is a really exciting story that gives us violence, political intrigue 

and added to this is the love story of Adam and Louise Crozier. The northern 

borderlands between England and Scotland after the battle of Flodden are 

controlled by Lord Dacre for Henry VIII. However he creams off much of the 

wealth collected for Henry for himself. Adam Crozier is the local landowner who 

challenges Dacre. Adam negotiates with other landowners to bring him down. 

Crozier is a just man who wants the best for the region. His wife Louise becomes 

the love of his life as well as the wisest councillor he could have. This is a fast 

paced story that brings the countryside of the region to life.  We feel the wind 

and the cold and the beauty of the area. There is violence and infighting. I 

particularly liked the insight into the Scottish Royal family and its relationship 

with France as well as Henry and his relationship with Cardinal Wolsey. 

Goring also includes the characters; Blackbird and Hob whose loyalty to their 

masters is crucial to the outcome of the story. Political intrigue and violence go 

hand in hand in this story which is set against the backdrop of the troubled 

Scottish and English border lands. Anybody who loves historical fiction will 

enjoy it and want to read more about what happens to Crozier, his wife Louise 

and their family. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

This is a fascinating and imaginative piece of fiction, cleverly 

combining fact.  

A compelling and exciting story beginning in 1523, 10 years after the Battle of 

Flodden when life is still very fraught for the Borderers.  Chief clansman Adam 

Crozier finds out that Baron Thomas Dacre, Lord Warden of the Marshes, 

ordered the murder of his father.  Crozier wants his revenge and plots Dacre's 

downfall. 

 



This is a fascinating and imaginative piece of fiction, cleverly combining fact.  It 

is well researched and beautifully written.  I was totally absorbed by the story 

and found it gripping.  It makes an excellent sequel to the previous book 'After 

Flodden'.  I enjoyed being involved with some of the same characters' lives 

again, who were portrayed very realistically and vividly.  I can highly 

recommend both novels to historical fiction fans, especially those who enjoy 

Scottish history. I look forward to reading Rosemary Goring's next book. 

You can follow Vanessa on Twitter: @Butterflybiblio 

 

Margaret Freeman  

A brilliant book, transporting me back to the 16th century 

Borderlands, combining fact and fiction in vivid descriptions, with 

believable characters and a fascinating plot! I loved it.  

‘Dacre's War’ is compelling reading, a thoroughly absorbing and beautifully 

written novel set in the Scottish and English Borders and London between 1523 

– 1525, some ten years after the events described in her earlier book, ‘After 

Flodden’. I loved it, swept away by the story, re-living the scenes through 

Rosemary Goring’s vivid descriptions and the drama of the characters' lives, 

people who came to life in the pages of this book. 

‘Dacre's War’ describes how Adam Crozier, the head of his clan, plots to take 

revenge on Lord Thomas Dacre, the Warden General of the English Marches 

and the Keeper of Carlisle, who had brought about the death of Adam's father. 

He forms an alliance with Dacre's enemies, both English and Scots to bring 

about his downfall.  Dacre is the most powerful man in the north of England, 

but the Marches are dangerously out of control, a hotbed of thieves and killers 

in thrall to the Warden. Without him Henry VIII believes it would be much 

worse. 

Standout scenes for me include those in the Star Chamber where Dacre is 

brought in front of Cardinal Wolsey to answer the charges against him, and his 

imprisonment in the Fleet Prison. I felt as though I was there, watching, 

listening and breathing the same air - not a pleasant experience. Similarly, with 

Crozier, I could visualise Crozier's Keep, and sense the fear as his wife, Louise, is 

left at home, pregnant and in danger of losing the baby. It's a brilliant book 

www.booksplease.org 

 

 



Glenda Worth  

A tale of war and destruction with a little romance along the way. Crozier is 

looking for revenge after learning that Dacre killed his father. He turns the 

English courts against him by seeking their allegiance and finding evidence 

with his comrades.  

Louise his long suffering wife offers good advice but spends many nights alone 

while he is away fighting worrying about the violence Crozier may meet. Spies 

in the camp, religious men who are not what they seem, all is 

included in this fast paced novel by Rosemary Goring.’ 

 

Barbara Goldie  

A page turning read from the Author of ‘After Flodden’, history and 

fiction meet seamlessly!  

Having already read ‘After Flodden’ I looked forward to ‘Dacre’s War’ and 

found it as good.  It is ten years after Flodden and Adam Crozier now learns for 

sure that Lord Thomas Dacre ordered his father’s murder.  Dacre is the most 

powerful man in the North of England and Crozier sets off to bring him down.  

It is filled with great descriptions that create a great sense of time and place, as 

I reader I felt I was transported back in time and met some very strong and 

powerful characters with real individual personalities.  The pace was rapid and 

the pages turned quickly.  The research was excellent and Rosemary Goring 

really can tell a story.  It brings history to life.  Set in the Borders an area I 

know well was so true to life, it is a great mix of fact and fiction.  I look forward 

to reading much more from Rosemary Goring. 

 

Josie Barton  

Ten years after the Battle of Flodden and the settling of old scores 

lies at the heart of this story of personal and political revenge.  

‘Dacre’s War’ is set in the border lands between England and Scotland. It’s a 

shadowy place where old memories lie deep, and when Adam Crozier, the head 

of a powerful border family learns that Thomas Dacre, now Warden General of 

the English Marches and one of the most powerful men in England, is 

responsible for his father’s death, the possibility of vengeance lies heavy on 

Crozier’s mind. 

  



‘Dacre’s War’ is the sequel to the book ‘After Flodden’ and sees a welcome return 

of some of the characters who featured heavily in the first novel. The writing is 

good, the plot complex and convoluted and the vivid portrayal of life in the early 

part of the sixteenth century is well explained. Beautifully reminiscent of a dark 

and dangerous time, the novel cleverly combines fascinating story-telling with 

acknowledged historical facts, and immerses the reader in a tale of revenge and 

retaliation on a grand scale. Whilst, at the same time, the story brings to 

glorious life, the dangerous heartlands of the border country, a land used to 

brutal and bloody fighting, and a place where life was cheap and the settling of 

old scores was the overriding principle of survival. 

Overall, this is a commendable continuation of the story and although easily 

readable as a standalone novel, for greater enjoyment the books are best read 

in sequence. 

http://jaffareadstoo.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

A cracking historical novel set 10 years after the Battle of Flodden. 

A struggle between the warring clans of Scotland and England 

played out on the almost lawless border between the two countries.  

Thomas Dacre is the most powerful man in the Borders. Made Lord Warden of 

the Marches after the Battle of Flodden, he is responsible to Henry VIII for 

keeping peace in the lawless lands between Scotland and England. 

This is ten years after the Battle and Adam Crozier is given reliable information 

that Dacre was responsible for his father’s death. Although a clan chief he has 

not the might nor the men to bring about Dacres’s downfall in battle. He must 

wage his war on another level. 

Not a politician by nature he must seek the help of neighbours and fellow clan 

chiefs to bring about Dacres fall. He also enlists the help of Lord Albany, the 

Regent for the juvenile James V. With advice from his wife and others Crozier 

plans his battles. 

Dacre is not going to sit idly by and let this happen. 

This is a well written and researched piece of historical fiction woven around a 

time and place about which we know little. It is also a really good story with 

interesting characters.  

A really good read and informative as well. 



 

Carol Tuckett 

A compelling story set along the Scotland/ English border. Baron 

Dacre, Warden General of the English Marches, appointed by Henry VIII to 

keep order during volatile times. With farms and villages being pillaged, then 

burned to the ground something had to be done. Adam Crozier has good reason 

to hate Dacre, as his father was killed by him. Adam is set the task of collecting 

names of Heads of houses and Clans who are unhappy with Dacre's way of 

dealing with the problem. The names will be sent to Henry in a bid to dishonour 

Dacre and get him and his army removed. Will he succeed? A book I didn't 

want to put down. 

 

Kathy Howell 

I had read ‘After Flodden’ and really enjoyed it, this is a brilliant sequel. 

The story of ‘Dacres War’ begins ten years after Flodden and follows Louise and 

Adam Crozier as they try to build a new life whilst suffering attacks which seem 

to be orchestrated by Lord Thomas Dacre, the Warden General of the English 

Marches. The book follows the actions they take to bring these injustices to the 

attention of Wolsey, and the consequences for Dacre. 

The characters are all well written and the story moves along well. It was so 

difficult to put down!  

I would recommend this to other readers. 

 

Susan Mooney  

Power, revenge and plotting all come together in this fabulous read.  

...the Scots & the English a time of great battles & death. 

Amazing... 

Thoroughly enjoyed this offering from Rosemary Goring. 

The war is long, the battles bloody.... 

Immerse yourselves in this, let the written word conjure up a place in history, 

where men lived & died by the sword. 

Politics, murder & hatred make sure you are transported back in time with each 

turn of the page. 



Easily you are taken to the scenes, the whispers that become screams, the smell 

of battle, of Death. 

The long wars between England & Scotland fought & won... it could of all turned 

out so differently... Brilliant. 

Recommended to all, you won't be disappointed! 

10/10 superb. 

 

Lisa Redmond  

Once again Rosemary Goring dazzles the reader with her vivid and 

intense writing, her fast paced plotting and her characters which 

leap from the page. I simply couldn't put it down.  

‘Dacre's War’ continues the story of border chieftan Adam Crozier and his 

courageous wife Louise, begun in ‘After Flodden’. Once again Rosemary Goring 

dazzles the reader with her vivid and intense writing, her fast paced plotting 

and her characters which leap from the page. I simply couldn't put it down. It is 

now ten years later and Adam leads an alliance of Scottish border clans while 

Lord Dacre is now the most powerful man in the North of England. When Adam 

learns for certain that Lord Dacre organised his father's murder he is 

determined to bring him down. The action moves swiftly and the story is related 

from multiple viewpoints; Adam, Louise, Dacre and his daughter Joan, which 

adds to the intensity. Rosemary Goring is an incredible writer and I cannot 

recommend her highly enough, if you are a fan of historical fiction especially 

Diana Gabaldon's Outlander novels; then this book is for you. While ‘Dacre's 

War’ could be read as a stand alone novel I would recommend reading ‘After 

Flodden’ first if only so that you can learn more about this amazing cast of 

characters. 

www.lisareadsbook.blogspot.com twitter @LisaReadsBooks 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 


