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Barbara Goldie  

Smell the greasepaint of the 

theatre, shiver at the chill of 

spiritualism, share the secrets of 

illicit affairs.  A great read!  

Rosie Thomas is a great storyteller.  

‘Daughter of the House’ is no 

exception, with its web of intrigue. 

Although it is a long read, it pulls the 

reader along with it at a great pace, 

has nice chapter length and is an easy 

read and one that the reader can get 

really immersed in.  The details and 

the descriptions of family life, the 

theatre and Nancy’s gift as a medium 

are excellent. They truly bring the 

novel to life on and off the stage.  The 

backdrop of London and Kent is so 

well crafted as I reader I felt I was 

there. The era of the end of the Great 

War and the start of the roaring 

twenties brings great change as women begin to enjoy more political, economic 

and personal freedom.  Nancy is a strong, determined character who becomes a 

friend from the beginning of the book. The characters are all well drawn, both 

major and those we meet in minor roles along the way.  The are dark characters 

too, a dark storyline of spiritualism, romance and illicit affairs, family life and 

hardship, lies and deceit, fun and happiness it’s all there.  The ending was not 

what I expected but very satisfying. A great book which I highly recommend. 

 

 



Ann Peet  

Unusual, very readable novel with a 1920s setting.  

Rosie Thomas can be relied on to come up with a good story and she has done it 

again with this book. It is a sequel to ‘The Illusionists’ but you don't have to have 

read that in order to enjoy this one.  

It begins in 1910 when twelve year old Nancy is involved in a traumatic boating 

accident. She meets the enigmatic Mr Feathers and begins to realise that she has 

clairvoyant abilities - both things will play an important part in her life. Most of 

the story is set in the 1920s when, after all the losses in the war, there was a rise 

in spiritualism. Nancy finds she can use her gift to help people and to make 

money for her family - her father, Devil Wix who we met in the previous novel, 

is still struggling to keep his theatre going. 

The atmosphere of the 1920s comes alive and the characters of Nancy and her 

friends and family are well drawn. I have to say that ‘The Kashmir Shawl’ is 

still my favourite of Rosie Thomas's books but this is an unusual and 

entertaining read. 

 

Sarah Jones  

Nancy hopes for a society where women can be free to be themselves, 

but will she ever be comfortable being herself with her premonitions 

and an ability to communicate with the dead?  

Zenobia 'Nancy' Wix is from an theatrical family with her father being an 

illusionist and her mother a former life model. She wants to find her own place 

in the world though and is especially reluctant to acknowledge her own possible 

talent as a spiritual medium. 

Set in the early twentieth century, this is a wider story, taking place through the 

First World War and afterwards at a time where women were being to emerge 

as real people with their own views and opinions. Nancy is one of these women, 

her struggle to understand and embrace her 'gift' is symbolic of the other 

women in this story, and indeed of the time, where women were struggling to be 

accepted and find a new, equal place in society for themselves. Whilst there are 

love interests for Nancy, this didn't overwhelm her and the novel was definitely 

more about her discovering herself and her role in life. 

Although I haven’t read the previous novel ‘The Illusionists’, which I believe is 

about Nancy's parents, this didn't matter and I was easily able to understand 

the family history and dynamic. Nancy is a strong, interesting and likeable 



character, which is always really important to me. There are a lot of supporting 

characters, again all well written and interesting. I'd really like to read more 

about Nancy's brother Cornelius as I felt as though there was a lot more to his 

story. Possibly another follow up novel? 

I would definitely recommend this to anyone who likes an interesting narrative, 

especially if you are interesting in the 1920's as this was well used as the 

background era. 

 

Sarah Warbey  

A thoroughly enjoyable historical tour de force that will delight all 

fans of ‘The Illusionists’.  

In Rosie Thomas' previous book ‘The Illusionists’ we met the bold and beautiful 

Eliza and the mysterious Devil; together they formed a theatre troupe along 

with a cast of oddball characters. In "Daughter of the House", their story is 

continued through their daughter Nancy, who has to grow up haunted by 

strange visions (or "The Uncanny" as she calls it) that manifest themselves more 

strongly after her family is involved in a terrible tragedy involving a river trip 

when she is 13. What does the strange Mr Feather want? And why sometimes 

are the visions truly horrifying? 

I really enjoyed this book, it is a sequel, but can easily be read as a standalone 

novel. It is full of interesting characters and the story moves along at a 

satisfying pace and never flags.  Rosie Thomas' writing style is easy to read but 

also very descriptive - the scenes where Nancy experiences her strange visions 

really gave me the shivers. To sum up, this is one of my favourite books so far 

this year. Highly recommended! 

 

Ann Alderton  

A compelling and beautifully written novel about the conflict 

between decadence and respectability in the early 20th century from 

the perspective of the psychic daughter of a music hall impresario.  

With a cast of compelling and richly drawn characters, Daughter of the House 

gives a stunning portrayal of early 20th century life through the perspectives of 

the theatrical Wix family and mainly Nancy Wix, the middle child and the only 

daughter of the uniquely named Devil and his beautiful but fragile wife, Eliza.  

The underlying theme is one of illusions, both literally and figuratively in 

people’s lives – from the stage illusions in Devil’s failing music hall to the lies 



and deceptions woven around many of the characters’ lives to create illusions to 

hide the harsh truth of a society that isn’t as progressive as it makes out it be.  

Despite having a clairvoyant as its main protagonist, there is very little about 

the supernatural in this book and a lot more by way of social comment about 

how society's decadence had to be concealed behind a veil of respectability. 

Whilst I loved the larger than life characters and the vivid portrayal of the 

declining music hall and the roaring twenties, I thought the plot didn’t do justice 

to the rich ingredients Rosie Thomas had in her mix. 

 

Lynne Rapson  

An extraordinary story of an extraordinary woman - Nancy Wix - in 

the early 20th century when life was not always easy for 

independently minded women.  

This book is a sequel to a previous book - The Illusionists, which I have not read. 

However, I didn't find that this was a problem as I leapt straight into this 

extremely well-written book about a fascinating young woman.  Her name is 

Nancy Wix and she comes from a theatrical family.  Her father is an illusionist 

but Nancy has a different gift.  She calls it her Uncanny - a form of second-sight 

over which she has little control. The book is a bit like a theatrical production, in 

that it has a wonderful cast of real and unusual characters.  However, it is 

Nancy that holds the whole story together.  She is a strong but sensitive soul 

who loves her family and friends, sometimes to her own detriment.  She has 

great moral strengths and yet, because of the restrictions placed upon women in 

the early 20th century, she bucks against the trend with relationships with two 

men, one married.  She has unusual friends including a pair of lesbians, and 

many rather arty and arch theatricals.  This all sounds very jolly but 

underlying all this is her Uncanny which portrays to her the carnage of the First 

World War,  a drowned girl and impending fire.  Somewhat against her better 

judgement she decides to use her gift as a means of making a living, but she will 

not be a fraudulent medium despite her mentor's wishes.  It's a big book, full of 

life and character, very sad in places but ultimately with some happy endings.  I 

heartily recommend it as a very good read. 

 

Sue Burton  

As per usual Rosie Thomas has come up with the goods.  Had to read the first 

book though ‘The Illusionist’, for some of it to make sense.  



Rosie Thomas alway writes books that have you hooked from the 

beginning.  The main characters in this book are great and this is a 

good read and one which I would recommend. 

 

Jennifer Moville 

This is the story of Nancy Wix and her family 

She is a young woman who has a gift of sight into the dead and hears them talk 

to her - she calls it the Uncanny. 

After a sailing tragedy in which friends drowned Nancy comes into contact with 

a Mr Feather who frightens her but at the same time she believes he can help 

her. 

Her mother is wracked with pain and has become a morphine addict, her father 

runs a theatre which is losing money hand over fist but he refuses to close and 

her brothers lead different lives. 

She decides to use her Uncanny to try to earn some money to save the family 

and holds seances, first privately and then to theatres full of people. 

This book follows Nancy on journeys through her life, through family traumas 

and friendship.  A book to keep you enthralled from the first to last 

pages. 

 

Judith Waring 

I've loved Rosie Thomas's novels for many years and to the point that I'll just 

buy the next one regardless as I know I will enjoy it so when I offered to read 

this one I didn't actually take too much notice of the storyline! 

I would have to say I found this one somewhat different in it's telling and it's 

style of writing from her other books and whilst I really enjoyed this one I 

would describe it as being quite a cleanly written story which was quite concise 

and with less emotional characters than in her other novels. 

The chapters and storyline unfolded easily and pulled me smoothly along and I 

never wanted to put the book down when I had it in my hand but for me there 

were no major peaks and troughs to be caught up in. 

Unfortunately I didn't know about 'The Illusionists' novel which is the prequel to 

this book and although 'Daughter of the House' is a self-contained standalone 

story in it's own right I felt it might've been good to have read 'The Illusionists' 



beforehand to be able to put a bit more meat on the bones of the characters such 

as Eliza and Devil, Nancy's theatrical and flamboyant parents, and of other 

people from their earlier days in the business. 

I found the subject matter of mediumship somewhat unique for a storyline but it 

is a subject that I do personally find fascinating although I did wish there had 

been more investment in that side of the story and felt it wasn't pursued enough.  

I loved the fact it was set in the years either side of WW1 when lifestyles were 

massively changed forever and followed Nancy's development from childhood 

into that of being a young independent woman leading quite a risqué yet 

somewhat naïve lifestyle.  

I would definitely recommend this book to anyone as it's a very rich 

novel with it's insights into London life in the early twentieth 

century and it's very easy to read and get lost in......but I still can't get 

my head around the fact that it was written by Rosie Thomas! 

 

Tania  

A novel about spiritualism, love and tragedy.  

‘Daughter of the House’ by Rosie Thomas is a novel about the life of Nancy Wix 

and her family. The story starts with a young Nancy whose life changes 

following a boating accident. Nancy survives the accident but witnesses the 

death of three people. It is the beginning of the discovery of abilities that Nancy 

will struggle with for the rest of her life. She starts getting visions and sees the 

future but cannot do anything to change what she sees. We will follow Nancy's 

life through suffragettes meetings to the Great World and the twenties.  

Nancy's family own a theatre the Palmyra. Her father will do anything to keep 

it open even if it means selling the family house and moving. The novel is also 

about love, tragedy and spiritualism. The rhythm of the book can be a bit slow 

but it is an enjoyable read. 

 

Lyn Barrett  

Rosie Thomas introduced her readers to the Wix family in ‘The Illusionists’. 

Their story continues in ‘Daughter of the House’ with Zenobia, or Nancy as she 

is known, taking centre stage. 

Their continuing story is set in the aftermath of the Great War. Bereaved 

relatives, desperate for some comfort, are flocking to clairvoyants in the hope of 



contacting those lost in the conflict. There are many charlatans eager to take the 

money of heartbroken families. Nancy has the ‘gift’ and hers is genuine, and as 

she is to realise, sometimes a curse. Her life becomes increasingly driven by her 

ability to communicate with the dead and, while bringing comfort to many, she 

endures her own heartbreak. 

‘Daughter of the House’, essentially Nancy’s story, is also a 

sympathetic social commentary, highlighting the sometimes shady 

world of popular theatre.   

 

Bev Farningham 

This story begins in 1910 and follows Nancy from 11 years old. She is born into a 

theatrical family and is determined not to be held back by class or sex. 

An accident in a harbour leaves four people dead although her family survives. 

She has a gift - albeit an unfortunate one - she is a seer. 

A man called Feather reveals this to her and follows her throughout her life, 

developing her talent to make money and also to make people happy. Though 

sometimes this has to be contrived. 

She struggles on but all the time she is struggling to find herself. 

The author really brings the characters to life so they jump from the 

page but I found the story rather meaningless. In fairness I think it is worth 3.5 

stars  

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about the Wix family told through the eyes of one of their 

children called Nancy. Nancy is a special character as she has the ability to see 

things others can't, making her very important in the family business. Their 

family own the Palmyra theatre where Nancy talks to those who are looking for 

answers to the past and present.  

This quirky theatre and its occupants make this a great read and 

Nancy is an interesting narrator making this story fly by! I recommend 

this to all who enjoy stories about the theatres of years ago.  

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Lesley Hart  



I wholly enjoyed Daughter of the House, despite not having read its 

prequel, The Illusionist.  Nancy makes a dangerous enemy of Mr 

Feather who stalks her every move keeping the reader on a knife 

edge.  

Rosie Thomas is an incredible writer who is able to write both modern and 

period pieces beautifully, believably and with incredible attention to detail and 

Daughter of the House is no exception.   

I hadn't read The Illusionists (the prequel to Daughter of the House) prior to 

reading this novel but felt I lost nothing but the opportunity to read another 

fantastic book by this author.  Rosie Thomas has written a sequel, in Daughter 

of the House, which can stand alone in its own right but which has shown me 

that I really need to read The Illusionists too!  

The story begins with an introduction to both Nancy and to Mr Feather, who 

seems able to seek her out wherever she goes throughout the story, and despite 

her young age Nancy is already aware that Mr Feather is not as he seems.  This 

foresight, together with her clairvoyant ability, both protect her and lead her 

into danger in equal measure.  The story spans two world wars and keeps the 

reader enthralled throughout.  I would thoroughly recommend this book. 

 

Genevieve McAllister 

Rosie Thomas has written a sweeping novel, which covers many 

years and touches on several topics including suffragism and 

spiritualism.  

Daughter of the House, the sequel to Rosie Thomas’s The Illusionists sets Nancy 

Wix at the centre of the story and takes her from girlhood to maturity.  The 

novel reads as a stand-alone, but readers would probably benefit from the 

background that The Illusionists would bring and fill in several gaps. 

Rosie Thomas has written a sweeping novel, which covers many years and 

touches on several topics including suffragism and spiritualism.  When 

younger, Nancy fears the ‘Uncanny’ as she calls her second sight but gradually 

she learns to accept and harness it, even using it to make a living.  She’s 

determined and resourceful and manages to keep her family afloat despite the 

many challenges they face.  Nancy’s friendships and romances are also used to 

reflect society’s response to the First World War and its impact on society both 

for good and ill.   

Whilst the plot is interesting, and undeniably an easy-read for summer, it never 



quite caught my imagination enough so I really cared about Nancy, her family 

or her friends.  Perhaps there were too many strands to the plot so that key 

moments for Nancy were hurried over and not given enough emotional strength 

in the narrative.  Daughter of the House is well-researched but, for me, a little 

clinical and not one of Rosie Thomas’s better novels. 

You can follow Genevieve on Twitter: @genmcallister 


