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Phylippa Smithson  

If you love a book that you can't put 

down, brings heart-break and tears 

because the characters and situation 

in which they find themselves is so 

very credible, then ‘Daughter’ is a 

must.  

Dr Jenny and Dr Ted Maclolm are hard 

working parents, with medical careers that 

are demanding, yet rewarding.  They are 

parents of 17 year old twins, Leo and Ed 

and 15 year old Naomi.   

Whilst Naomi's disappearance is at the 

heart of the story, ‘Daughter’ is about more 

than finding out just how and why.  It's 

about the realisation that what you think is 

going on in your life, is not what it seems.   

Do we really know the children we have 

raised and lived with into their late teens?  

Whilst we want to protect them from the harsh realities of life, can we ever hope 

to do so successfully?  We were that age once, we made mistakes yet we still 

managed to survive and thrive. 

But what if we miss the clues?  Ignore the changes in behaviour which seem to 

be explained away as 'just being teenagers'?  Want to see what we want to see 

and not the truth?  Absorb ourselves in our adult careers and perhaps not be so 

in tune with what is happening at home? 

Could the Maclom's reality become our own? 

‘Daughter’ is a totally absorbing, emotionally challenging and an extremely 

heart-felt book.  Be prepared for it to hurt but such is the total engagement to 



learn the truth, this page turner will not take long to get there.   

 

Clair Chaytors  

If you only read one book this year, make sure it’s this one…  

For any mother of teenage children I challenge them to read the ‘Daughter’ and 

not be affected by its content. A gripping story from the start written in 

intertwining chapters from before the ‘event’ and after, Jane’s description of a 

seemingly normal family whose lives are forever changed by the disappearance 

of their beloved teenage daughter makes for quite uncomfortable reading at 

times as it transpires that busy working parents Jenny and Ted don’t really 

know any of their children as much as they originally thought they did. 

The story line is captivating from the first page and I don’t think anyone will be 

prepared for the somewhat surprising ending but it is Jane’s descriptive writing 

and powerful imagery in the book which ensures the story line stays with you 

long after the final pages. Daughter has to be the best book I have read 

this year and I only hope Jane has plans for more… 

 

Anne Rhodes  

Jenny tells the story of her daughter Naomi's disappearance - a mind 

numbing tale moving from present to recent past - how well do we 

know our children? Jenny constantly learns new things.  

A gripping first novel by Jane Shemilt, in which the story moves from the 

present to the recent past, chapter by alternating chapter, bringing us very 

quickly to the disappearance of Naomi – at first thought to have been abducted.  

Busy parents, working long hours – how well do we know our own children?  

As each hour passes Jenny learns, but hesitates to believe, something new about 

her daughter – about the rest of her family. 

The main character is Jenny, mother of Naomi.  Instantly we are thinking and 

feeling her reactions to what she finds out - whether we empathise instantly 

with her, or whether we wonder if we would have reacted in the same way if 

this shocking event had occurred in our lives. 

As events unfold, they cause reactions in other members of the family, and 

Jenny has to cope with all this as well. 

Although Naomi is, in effect, absent from this book, we are quickly given an 

image, a picture, of what she is like and how she reacts to things.  This image 



and Jenny's reactions to events pull this story along at a great pace, cleverly 

encouraged by the chapter changes.   

Altogether, a gripping story and an author to look out for in the 

future. 

 

Alison Bisping  

A must read this summer!  

This is Jane Shemilt's first novel - and I look forward to her writing more. 

From the first page, ‘Daughter’ had me completely captivated and is 

one of the best books I have read in quite a while. 

Naomi, the teenage daughter, vanishes.  Mum and Dad are both working full-

time professionals, with demanding careers.  They have what seems to be a very 

organised life - to the outside world, happy life.  But then Naomi disappears and 

this is the story of what happens next within the family and the quest to find her.    

How do the family dynamics change in light of their situation?  How are their 

other two children, Ed and Theo (twins) affected?  How do the Police organise 

the search? 

It is thought provoking and at times it sent shivers down my spine and a 

definite feeling of 'thank goodness that didn't happen to us'. 

A definite page turner and a brilliant read when on holiday or travelling - your 

journey time will disappear very quickly if reading this book. 

 

Suzanne Marsh - www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

As a mother with two girls I never stop worrying about them. The fear of a child 

going missing is set deep inside every mother.  

 Jane Shemilt has touched the hearts of all mothers and all readers. This is a 

very haunting story of every mothers nightmare the disappearance of a child. 

 Jenny's daughter goes missing one night after theatre rehearsals. Mrs Mears at 

the theatre knows that staff should be in the theatre with the kids at all times 

and knows that if she acted differently Noami may still of been with her family.  

 Jenny who is a busy doctor working flat out at daily surgeries and helping out 

with routine antenatal clinics, soon discovers that Naomi had a diary and 

unearth some very revealing accounts. 



 The police have to take items that belonged to Naomi away for traces of DNA 

and question the family including Naomi's twin brothers, and neighbours.  

What seems to be a simple abduction soon turns into something far 

more complex and baffling. Readers will love every page with lots of 

little twists that you do not know are coming. 

 

Sue Burton 

I have just finished this book and thoroughly enjoyed it.  It makes you 

wonder how well you really know your children and what they actually think of 

you when you are trying to do the best you can.  I found the ending 

disappointing. 

 

Sallyann Spittle 

Wow what a book.  I was a little unsure of whether I would be upset by this 

book as it dealt with the disappearance of a teenage girl.  However, I was 

captured from the very beginning.  The way the author dealt with the mother's 

emotions and the family member’s personal situations was beautifully done and 

the tension started building right from the start.  The story is told from the 

present and the past and it is structured very cleverly – there is never any 

confusion.  The way the plot unfurls keeps you on edge and I couldn’t 

put it down once I had started to read it. 

To conclude, I would recommend this book strongly and as it was Jane Shemilt’s 

debut novel, I can’t wait for her next one. 

 

Melanie Chadwick 

Every parent’s nightmare is now the day to day reality for Jenny; her beautiful, 

clever, loving daughter Naomi has disappeared.  She is desperate to find her 

daughter, determined not to give up hope that she is still alive.  As the book 

progresses we learn more about each member of the family and the secrets they 

have been harbouring.  Jenny slowly realises that, busy with her career and her 

painting hobby, she didn’t really take the time to know Naomi at all.  She 

tortures herself with reliving each day and picking up clues about her 

daughter’s life that she hadn’t spotted or had ignored at the time.  These clues, 

along with pieces of information that Naomi’s brothers and her father had 

withheld, would have made the family tackle their problems and avert disaster 



if only they had communicated with each other.   The pressure and mistrust 

breaks the family apart.  It was an absorbing read and I was pleased 

with the tragic, unsettling and unexpected ending. 

 

Andrea Dean 

Jane Shemilt’s thoroughly readable novel, ‘Daughter’, takes you on 

an extremely emotional journey which every mother dreads.   

Naomi is the teenage daughter of Jenny, a general practitioner and Ted, a 

surgeon, who would both rather focus on their work than their family.  There 

are also two older brothers, Ed and Theo.  When Naomi suddenly goes missing, 

the reader readily empathises with her mother’s feeling of guilt and heartache.  

However, as the story unfolds, Jenny discovers secrets within her family which 

gradually come to light following her daughter’s disappearance.  

The events surrounding Naomi’s disappearance are slowly revealed alongside 

the circumstances, over a year later, when Jenny learns what happened to her 

daughter.  The novel begs the reader to look at their own family bonds and to 

question their relationships with each other.   The novel asks how well family 

members really know one another no matter how close they are. 

I found this to be an extremely enjoyable debut novel and will eagerly await the 

next. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram 

Didn't keep me interested, or caring about the characters.  

Sadly this book didn't grab me.  There were elements of the story I 

loved, but I didn't like the main character and so I found it hard to 

care about her plight. 

It's an interesting take on a missing child story, but I felt it dragged a bit much 

for me. 

 

Steven Daws  

Daughter by Jane Shemilt is one of those books that will make you wish your 

journey to work was just that bit longer.  

The disappearance of a loved one is the stuff of nightmares for many people, but 

this is exactly what happened to Jenny when her teenage daughter vanished. 



This alone will get you intrigued as to how author Jane Shemilt will deal with 

this complex situation in her book daughter.  

The book begins as you would expect, with Jenny seeking answers to her 

daughter’s disappearance and trying to find out what has happened to her. 

From this point on however, the story takes a very interesting and enthralling 

turn.  

You are quickly drawn into the characters’ lives and personalities, which makes 

the rest of the book all the more captivating. This is truly one of those books that 

you will be loathed to put down and it will keep you gripped until the very end.  

‘Daughter’ by Jane Shemilt is a beautifully crafted book that teases 

the reader with the details that it reveals. The characters are interesting 

and believable while still being able to shock and surprise you.  

A thoroughly entertaining page turner that will both entertain and 

surprise you. 

 

Cathy Burman 

As our children grow up we think that we know most things about them and the 

people they are, but do we really know them? I can remember in my teens 

having secrets- things I was happy talking about to my friends, but things that I 

wouldn't have been comfortable discussing with my parents. It is very common 

for a distance to develop and for parents to be told only what their children 

want to tell them. Instead of confiding in Mum, as they used to when they were 

younger, they begin to confide more and more in friends. This book tells the 

story of Jenny a mother of 3. Jenny and her husband juggle, as do many 

parents, with the work/ life balance. As their children grow up they try to 

prepare them for adulthood by giving them some space and trusting them to 

make the right decisions. They think they understand their children and know 

what is happening in their lives, but do they? As events unfurl Jenny slowly 

comes to realise that there are so many things she was not aware of, signs she 

has missed because her family are not the people she thought they were. A 

compelling, heart-wrenching book, beautifully written.  You will not 

want to put it down, it is a real page turner.  I wish this book had been 

around when my children were in their teens. It may be fiction, but there are 

many lessons to be learnt within its pages. I truly believe that every parent 

should buy this book and read it and that everyone who has friends with 

children, in or approaching their teens, should buy this book for the parents 

(after reading it themselves first of course) All ages from teens and upwards 



will enjoy this book and most will identify with at least some part of it. There 

but for the grace of god go I! If you only learn from this book that you shouldn't 

make assumptions and to be more observant, that will be reward in itself. I felt 

the gut wrenching pain that Jenny felt, the despair and disappointments, the 

self blame and the deepest love she had for her children. Where did she go 

wrong? Was it inevitable? What would you have done differently? I read this 

book last week and yet I am still thinking about it, the sign of an 

excellent read - you will not be disappointed, please read this book. 

 

Kim Haines 

I really enjoyed this book when I started the characters were quickly established 

and the story began quickly, however by page 220 I felt that the story was so 

far from an interesting read that I couldn't wait for the book to end, I felt that 

the book was just padded out to make the story longer. 

The ending of the book was totally unbelievable and I wouldn't 

recommend this book. 

 

Karen Clark  

This book will stay with you for a long time after you have read it.  

Do not read this book in public! I could not stop crying throughout the entire 

book. As a working mother of 3 teenagers including a 17 year old daughter, so 

much of the story resonated with reality. We think we know those we live with 

and are close to but we are all so absorbed with every day living- work, school, 

chores, activities, money concerns- that we spend less and less time talking to 

each other until we become strangers living under the same roof. Jenny is not a 

bad mother: she is just trying to do what she thinks is the best for her family, 

but it all falls apart with devastating effect for all of them. 

It is a long time since a book touched me as much as this one did, 

probably because what happens could happen to any family. I would 

have loved to have seen the story from the point of view of some of the 

characters other than Jenny, especially Ed and Theo. 

 

Kath Thornton 

This is a haunting, complex and thrilling read. I just couldn’t put it 

down. It about a family consisting of Jenny, a local GP, her husband Ted a 



neurosurgeon and their teenage children Naomi (aged 15) and her two brothers. 

Naomi is in the school play and when she does not come home one night from 

her performance her parents are frantic. They blame themselves for working 

too hard and not noticing how much she has changed over the past few weeks. 

The chapters in the book flip between being one year after the event to the time 

before the disappearance and the actual disappearance. As the story unfolds we 

find out that the actual disappearance is far deeper than her parents at first 

thought. It is a real page turner right to the end. 

 

Freda Lopez 

This book left me wondering from start to finish. The constant change between 

the past and the present made me ever curious about what happened to Naomi. 

I loved how little hints were dropped throughout, that came together beautifully 

as the truth was revealed. How in-depth the author went into all the minor 

character's was also fascinating. The story about how one girl's 

disappearance tore apart a whole family will keep you reading right 

until the end!   

 

Sophia Ufton  

This book was by far the most amazing, inspiring books I have read 

in a very long time. I could not put it down and when I had to I just wanted 

to pick it back up again.  

Well as it says on the front it’s every mothers worst nightmare. Jenny (the 

mom) knows that her daughter Naomi as not come home the one day and they 

are very upset. They believe she could possibly be dead but what unfolds is so 

amazing. It's a story that will stay with you long after you have finished the last 

page. 

 


