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Karin Gibson  

This book grabs you by the 

throat, shakes you up and 

leaves you feeling slightly 

uneasy. I read it in under 24 

hours, unputdownable. A 

five star read!  

A fake psychic and her entourage 

are on a middle of the road cruise 

ship. Then the lights go out. What 

happens next is well written and 

you are drawn quickly into the 

story. I personally couldn't put it 

down from page 1. I read it 

during every spare moment, 

finishing it in under 24 hours. 

The story is written from the 

viewpoints of about 5 different 

people. The characterisation is of 

a superb level and you really care 

for these people. The story is of a 

ship in crisis, however, as time passes there is obviously something else going 

on, the rescue is taking too long. The story is a very visual one and you can see 

and almost smell the events unfolding. The ending is interesting and I felt that 

the next story is being built upon. 

I would love for this book to become a TV series or a movie. The story is very 

redolent of "The Returned" or the old weird series "Tales of Mystery and 

Imagination". It is a good story and well written even if it does leave you feeling 

a bit unsettled. 

 



Rachel Aygin  

The more I read on the more I felt compelled to find out the answers.  

An unusual and eerie read.  

This is one of the weirdest books I have read.  It's set on board a cruise ship 

which breaks down in the Gulf of Mexico but it is no ordinary disaster thriller.  

A murder takes place on board and almost right from the start the reader is 

aware of who the murderer is.  There are also elements of the supernatural.  As 

you read on feeling more and more puzzled by the weird turn of events, more 

questions than answers are revealed: Are there really ghosts on board? Is the 

medium genuine or is it a clever con trick?  What has happened to the ship and 

why is no-one coming to the rescue?  The more I read on the more I felt 

compelled to find out the answers and it's not until right at the end that all is 

revealed.  An unusual and eerie read. 

 

Sarah Musk  

A really scary thriller set aboard a cruise ship.  If you love being 

terrified and tormented by the inexplicable and the unpleasant, then 

this is the book for you.  

What a scary book!  I love thrillers aboard ships and this one ticks all the boxes.  

The scene is set, the power goes off and it's all downhill from then on.  The sense 

of menace and evil is palpable all the way through. A lot of the passengers are 

pretty unpleasant characters - all with a past and something to hide.  Sarah 

Lotz builds the tension up incident by incident, revelation by revelation and, in 

the end, the ship is one seething cauldron of fear and dread. 

The story is part ghost story and part horror.  It's not a whodunit but what is 

going on!  The only slight drawback, as far as I'm concerned, is that not 

everything is explained and rationalised but maybe Sarah Lotz leaves it up to 

the reader to decide what they think has happened after all the events and 

information have been laid out in front of them. 

I, for one, thought it was terrifying in parts and since I love being scared I shall 

go hotfoot to read her previous book! 

 

Jacki Moorcroft  

A gripping read from page one. Sarah Lotz takes us on board the 

Beautiful Dreamer cruise liner, once there, using the accounts of the 



passengers and crew she sets the scene for this thrilling book.  

An uneventful cruise by Faveros turns sour on day four and Sarah Lotz weaves 

her magic by drawing us into the plight of the passenger’s lives, fears and 

beliefs.  An unputdownable book which will have you page turning long into the 

night, which given some of the spooky storyline is not advised if a good night’s 

sleep is what you want once you've finished reading.  Written from the 

passengers and crew's point of view, Sarah takes us through the lives of the 

individuals and what happens when the ship suddenly loses power.  With odd 

goings on and ghostly sightings the resident medium Celine Del Ray has finally 

found her audience who are now hanging on her every word and when help 

seems to be nowhere on the horizon more and more passengers and crew join 

her flock.  It is hard to describe the story without giving too much of it away and 

it really does need to be read without knowing the ending and by reading the 

passengers and crews view.  A real thriller that you must not miss.  I look 

forward to reading more of Sarah's work. 

 

Zarina de Ruiter  

‘Day Four’ was an utterly creepy, twisted and completely unexpected 

read and I need more right now!  

The Beautiful Dreamer is a cruise ship filled with an eclectic mix of passengers, 

from a group of young, single women planning to party every day and every 

night to the hardcore fans of a psychic medium Celine – and everyone in 

between. Having such a mixture of people assembled in a contained space can 

be the basis for a fascinating read in its own right but add a touch of mystery, 

as the ship suddenly comes to a halt in the middle of the ocean on the fourth day 

into the trip, and a possible murderer on the loose and you've got all the 

ingredients for an exciting and compelling novel that you have to read cover-to-

cover in one sitting. 

From the opening chapter the tension was palpable as the intrigue rippled 

across the decks on the ship, affecting one character after another, until all their 

individual stories became interlinked in an air of mystery. Having many 

different characters central within a single book was somewhat confusing 

initially, especially as the narration shifted continuously between them, but the 

closer their stories drew together the more intricate the plot developed and their 

individual stories made sense in the bigger picture.  

And about two-thirds through the novel the story explodes into a completely 

different and exciting direction. Even days after finishing Day Four, with plenty 



of time to mull over the unexpectedness of those final chapters, I still haven't a 

clue what happened there and what the change in story meant in Sarah Lotz's 

world. It was mind-blowing, really. 

http://www.pagetostagereviews.com 

 

Stacie Ball  

Six strangers must work together and go in search of answers when the cruise 

ship mysteriously stops, none of them are prepared what they find though. 

Strange, creepy and fast paced.  

When I first read the summary it struck me as a really creepy read, something 

that would keep me interested and have me hooked. I was looking forward to it, 

I won’t lie, but sadly it wasn't as good as I hoped. It’s meant to be a companion 

to ‘The Three’, but you can read it as a standalone, it does mention some of the 

characters from the 'first' book but overall I don't think you would be missing 

much if you read this first. The book is set from 6 POV's and it’s something I 

don't think worked. All the different characters have very different personalities 

and they have different things going on throughout the book, so in that respect 

it’s good that no two characters are the same, however sometimes it felt like 

they were all just on top of each other.  

My biggest problem with the book was the ending.  Maybe I just missed it 

somewhere along the way but I didn't think anything had been explained as to 

what had happened on the ship, but also what happened in the last few 

chapters. I was pretty disappointed overall, it had the potential to be such a 

great book if it only cut down the POV’s, giving you the chance to really connect 

with the characters and what was happening or it had just been better at giving 

you answers. Just because I didn't like it doesn't mean you won’t, if you are 

looking for a fast paced horror/thriller book than Day Four could be perfect for 

you. 

You can follow Stacie on Twitter:  @snapex 

 

Tania  

A dark thriller and a real page turner.  

In ‘Day Four’ by Sarah Lotz, a singles cruise ship, the Beautiful Dreamer, breaks 

down in the Gulf of Mexico on the fourth day of the cruise. The electricity goes 

out and there is no signal so that the passenger and crew cannot call for help. 



Days go by and no help comes. The food runs out and the toilets no longer work. 

A women is murdered on board and the crew try to keep it quiet to avoid a 

panic. The holiday of a lifetime becomes a nightmare. There is speculation to 

whether the boat has drifted out to sea or is approaching the Bermuda Triangle. 

We follow the story of Celine, a psychic that gives readings on board and her 

followers named the ‘Friends’, her assistant, too elderly women who made a 

pact to end their lives on the cruise and several crew members such as Althea, 

Jessie the doctor and members of the security team. 

The book is a follow-up of Sarah Lotz' previous book ‘The Three’ but can be read 

as a standalone book. The theme of the book is similar. It is a dark, there is 

suspense and is a real page turner. Will help come? What will happen to the 

passengers? 

 

Jennie Thrift  

Subtly terrifying! I had to read this with the lights on. 

The story starts like it's just a budget cruise gone wrong, but as the tension 

builds it becomes clear it is so much more. 

It is cleverly written and the spooky goings on are introduced slowly which 

makes it even more creepy! Even after I'd finished reading, thinking about the 

ending made me shudder. An absolutely brilliant book, I'm definitely moving on 

to 'The Three' next. 

 

Carina Barnett  

This book has blue edged pages, evoking the sea which will be our 

home for its duration. 

Intended as a luxury cruise, the trip, advertised, rather ominously, as a `one 

way trip to relaxation` is clearly very quickly anything but. We meet the people 

on board, the crew and passengers, including two ladies who plan to commit 

suicide by jumping off the ship during the voyage, and realise that almost 

everyone has a secret. 

When conditions start to deteriorate it becomes the nightmare you would 

imagine, being stranded at sea with no Wi-Fi or other communication, stuck 

with obnoxious strangers, food running out and sanitation failing. There is now 

also an outbreak of some unpleasant bug and the name of the cruise ship 

owners, Foveros, begins to sound more like a type of illness. 



Trying to maintain calm is the resident medium, whom we initially dismiss as a 

fraud and a mean employer but whose readings begin to get uncannily 

accurate. She is described, variously, as the devil, God and the witch and the 

boat seems to have a share of ghostly inhabitants, although it is hard to know if 

these are the imaginings of the increasingly confused and frightened passengers 

and crew, many of whom have turned to drugs in various forms, in order to 

cope. 

The book lets us imagine a hellish never ending journey to nowhere. Celine tells 

the increasingly large crowd of her acolytes, known as ‘friends’ that ‘death is not 

the end, we never really die. We all just go round and round.’ 

 

Sally Doel 

I have always wanted to go on a Cruise...but I'm not so sure now. 

I have never read anything by this author before, but am now quite keen to read 

her other novel, ‘The Three’...which I had already heard some good things 

about, particularly if you are a fan of this genre (which I definitely am!). 

It is set on a cruise ship which 'breaks down' in the middle of nowhere 

seemingly.  There is an increasingly creepy and eerie feel to the story, with an 

obviously claustrophobic element as it is set on a ship!  There is a nasty realism 

with the increasing hygiene/toilet/food issues that arise from being stranded in 

the middle of the ocean and it makes you very glad you're not on there! 

The book details the different characters and their reasons for being on the 

cruise ship - they all have some dark secret and back stories, which are 

developed very well.  It's an interesting build up throughout the story and I 

really loved the ending. 

I would recommend this book - definitely look forward to more from this 

author.  

  

Angela Rhodes 

Think ‘Lost’ meets the scariest movie you have seen and you have the 

great new book by Sarah Lotz.  

On the Gulf of Mexico is an old ship named Beautiful Dreamer taking people on 

a mini cruise but there's nothing beautiful about her.  She's old, ready to fall 

apart but hey the people on board are happy, right? Wrong, well they were until 

the lights went out, someone was murdered and now they are seeing dead 



people.  Oh and they have a Psychic on board and she is getting odder by the 

minute!  The crew are trying to keep the travellers happy, not easy when you 

know there's something else with them, something that is watching and 

waiting… 

Didn't really want to turn off the lights while reading this, and now that I have 

finished it? I still don’t!! 

 

Edel Waugh 

A luxury cruise sounds like the perfect dreamy getaway but when there is more 

than one dubious character on board the ship it means that trouble is not going 

to be far behind those on board.  

Stressed overworked staff, a psychic with a bad reputation , a murderer, a 

doctor with a past and two suicidal elderly women are just some of the 

passengers on board this ship that has a couple of thousand people on board all 

headed for stormy waters.  

When things start to go wrong on board with a death of a young woman other 

bad things happen and the situation quickly escalates, passengers and staff 

become stressed and when stressed some of the passengers become even less 

likeable then they were beforehand. They become stranded on this vessel in the 

middle of nowhere with no way of contact with the outside world and then there 

is an illness on board that threatens to be passed on to everyone.  

This was a scary book to read as most of this could easily happen 

making it even more terrifying!  

I recommend this for fans of books about strange things happening at sea. 

Loved it! 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Vicki Sharman 

First of all thank you so much for sending me ‘Day Four’ by Sarah Lotz to 

review... I thoroughly enjoyed this.  A very well written thriller which has 

you guessing from the word go.  It’s creepy and dark, unbelievable 

and surprising all at the same time.  The ending was very much a surprise 

which left me thinking 'what if??' I would have loved to hear more from Archie 

just because I found him to be the spookiest one of all... Well done Sarah Lotz, 

am so looking forward to ‘The Three’. 



Phylippa Smithson  

Read every page thoroughly, and this makes for a most striking and 

chilling account of life on a cruise liner after losing its power and 

drifting off the coast of Florida.  

Lotz is regularly defined as a ‘natural-born story teller.’  Having really ‘got’ ‘The 

Three’, the predecessor to ‘Day Four’, and now survived the often macabre plot 

of her latest offering, I can vouch for her more than deserving of such a title.  

Never have I read a book quite so compelling, yet one where as I was reading it, 

left me feeling a little daunted by what the next page would throw up – the 

theme of ghosts, the afterlife and spiritualism, are not my usual type of book 

and was definitely unnerving. 

Whilst at times I found myself wondering where the story was heading, it was 

only by persevering to the very last page that I learnt that ‘Day Four’ was so 

much more than the usual thriller that is on offer.   

The murder is almost incidental to the plot.  ‘Day Four’ focused more on the very 

worst of our modern culture and it’s negative influence on human nature - 

gluttony, selfishness, greed, dictatorship, aggressive ambition etc.   Of the 

nearly 3k passengers, those not showing such traits were few and far between – 

7 in total.  The ‘fortunate 7’ either died (one being the murdered girl) or survived 

to try and account for the disappearance of all other’s on board.  You will need 

to read ‘Day Four’ to understand why and in many ways if, they were fortunate. 

Brilliant and unique. 

   

Sallyann Spittle 

A book that is so similar and yet so different from Lotz’s first book, Day Four is a 

book that took me on a journey. From intrigue and curiosity at the beginning, to 

impatience and, sometimes, apathy in the middle, and then to an end that 

captured my attention perfectly in a twist I didn’t fully see coming.  

While the book can easily be read on its own, I believe having read Lotz’s first 

book, The Three, you are able to get so much more from Day Four by reading 

The Three first; so many small nuances jump out and you have infinitely more 

theories that come to mind while reading because of the questions from The 

Three.  

Day Four easily jumps between a multitude of characters with their own 

perspectives on the cruise ship, both before and after the electricity fails. Though 

this is, to a certain extent, to the detriment of being able to connect with the 



characters themselves by the closing of the book you’re able to form quite solid 

opinions on their personalities. The characters aren’t necessarily likable, but 

you realise that Lotz is attempting to reach their inner natures as they attempt 

to survive for as long as possible in increasingly putrid conditions. 

The pace of the book could be faster and only very slowly building up 

the stories of each character is at times frustrating, however, this is 

a book which really comes into itself in its entirety. The ending won 

me over like few others have done. 

 

Gavin Dimmock 

After three days at sea, an idyllic cruise becomes a nightmare for the 

passengers.  

My review may sound as if I didn't enjoy this book. Far from it, I enjoyed it but, 

disappointingly, I found it to be a little lacking. 

An ageing cruise ship, The Beautiful Dreamer, enjoys three uneventful days at 

sea. On day four, the ship suddenly stops and, with no electricity and food 

running out, its passengers find their “singles cruise” stops being a beautiful 

dream and becomes a nightmare. 

The story is quite well written and with a pace and tempo that carries the 

reader merrily along in the early stages but this story, rather like the ship itself, 

drifts away and loses direction. I found it to be a confused affair, part crime 

novel (a young girl has been murdered), part thriller and part supernatural / 

horror. Without spoiling the tale, it even takes on elements of a conspiracy novel 

later on. Sadly, for me, it falls down the gaps between these genres and doesn't 

adequately occupy any niche and I think it struggles to find its identity. For me, 

the supernatural element, whilst hinted at, doesn't adequately develop. 

Also, there is a confusing array of characters, some that I felt were superfluous, 

and each with a variety of “personal issues” thrown in for good measure; drink, 

sexual orientation, dark pasts etc. 

Don’t get me wrong, it is an enjoyable enough story and I urge you to 

give it a go and decide for yourself.  However, throughout the book, I 

kept wondering how it could have been handled in the hands of 

someone like Stephen King. 

https://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com/2015/06/10/lovereading-

review-31day-four-by-sarah-lotz/ / @Gav_The_Bantam 



 

Neil Williams  

An intriguing tale of paranormal events on a cruise liner.  

Not a book I would usually choose, but 1 I'm happy I did. The story centres 

around Celine Del Rey, a cabaret psychic doing readings aboard The Beautiful 

Dreamer. This cruise quickly turns to a nightmare though. No power, no 

contact and obvious explanation. People start seeing things. There's a murder 

and the crew lose control. 

Very well told and gripping. 


