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Alan Brown  

An easy book to read 

because the author takes 

care with setting the scene 

and taking the reader back 

to the time of the Blitz in 

East London. A good crime 

plot too.  

This book is different from many 

police/detective novels. Unlike 

most that put the reader in the 

detective's shoes Mike Hollow 

describes the setting and the time 

fully so that the reader is in the 

scene with the police detective. 

This adds to the quality as the 

plot evolves in a gentle style even 

though the story is just as 

unpleasant as any police 

procedural novel. 

By the end of the book the reader has spent the time in East London at the time 

of the Blitz and happens to accompany Detective Inspector John Jago as he 

unravels the case. 

A great story which is hopefully the first in a great series. 

 

 



 

Anne Rhodes  

A local big-wig is murdered during an air-raid. In between avoiding 

bombs D.I. Jago has an intriguing case to solve!  

As if D.I. Jago didn't have enough on his plate with the war, the body of a 

murdered man is found in the back streets of his “patch”….and then no sooner 

discovered than all evidence is wiped out with a German bomb. 

Jago, whilst unassuming, is a determined man and he and Constable Cradock 

work their way through several minor mysteries and setbacks, determined to 

find out who had killed this man, who turned out to be someone rather 

important locally. 

As well as trying to solve the district's latest murder, he has also been tasked by 

his boss with showing an important American journalist various places to do 

with her work.  Nonetheless, Jago's main focus is on teaching his constable how 

to think his way through the clues and catch the perpetrator.    

Everyone, it would seem, has links to someone else….many of them lead back 

into the past, but Jago eventually manages to tie all the clues together….even if 

he does have to push his old Riley Lynx to its limit on a couple of occasions (not 

a police car, but after all it was war time!) 

Naturally, of course, there's a twist at the end!  A thoroughly enjoyable book 

...and I await the next one with bated breath! 

 

Elisabeth Thomas  

Detective Inspector Jago has worked the streets of the East End for many years 

but the war is bringing new challenges from having to use his own car as a 

police car, lack of petrol, an inexperienced Detective Constable and perhaps the 

biggest challenge of all the Luftwaffe destroying his crime scenes. 

It is the first night of the blitz and amid the chaos and confusion of the first 

major aerial bombardment of London by the Germans a young boy discovers a 

dead body in a car. Jago rushes to the scene only to have minutes with the body 

before the rumble of bombers causes Jago to dive for cover only to emerge to 

find his crime scene has been totally obliterated by the German air force.  

As Jago carries out his investigation, old grievances and the corruption that 

war brings are exposed. Will Jago find out the truth amongst all this death and 

destruction?  

An amazingly atmospheric book which makes you feel when you are reading it 



 

that you are in the midst of war ravaged London.  The story is not complex nor 

farfetched (like some detective fiction) so is the perfect book to read at any time 

and I can guarantee that within the first few pages you will be hooked. The 

setting was also perfect - rather unusual it being set during the blitz. Perfect 

for fans of ‘Foyles War’ or ‘Murder on the Home Front’ and those 

who enjoy period murder mysteries. I have already pre-ordered the 

second book in the series! 

You can find Elisabeth on Facebook: Lis the Bookworm 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Really enjoyed this largely because it was a murder mystery set as 

London came under attack by the Germans during the Blitz.  Added a 

really different dimension.  

DI Jago is a man dedicated to his work.  Unmarried, childless and motivated to 

protect his fellow Londoners from the criminal world.  When a body is 

discovered he has just seconds to look for any evidence that might provide 

insight to how, what and why the man was murdered before a bomb obliterates 

the crime scene. 

Fortunately he does recognise the murdered victim, Charles Villiers, local 

business man and Justice of the Peace.  As Jago investigates, it becomes obvious 

that there are a number of people with reason to end Villiers’s life. 

Hollow sets a fast pace setting Jago with the challenge of resolving the crime 

before the Germans inflict more and more devastation to the east End of London 

and wiping out the secrets that are being hidden to reveal the murderer’s 

identify. 

Highly recommended and I am hoping this is the first in a series of future DI 

Jago investigations. 

 

Susan Wallace  

A murder mystery set during the Blitz, with good attention to 

historic detail.  A pleasant and quick read.  

This story is set during the Blitz.  Late one evening, the body of a prominent 

local businessman is discovered by a young messenger boy, who notifies the 

authorities.  By the next morning the body has been blown up by one of the 

bombs being dropped.  A big problem for Inspector Jago, who has to investigate 



 

this crime. 

The author had clearly done a lot of research into this period of history, but I felt 

that the plot lacked a bit of depth and also that the characters were rather 

shallowly drawn.  Although likeable enough, they didn’t really engage me.  I felt 

that some elements could have been developed more, for example, the sister of 

the journalist, whom the inspector had known during the First War. 

As a mystery, it’s a pleasant and quick read, but not one of the best or the worst. 

 

Sharon Wood 

Evocative, enjoyable entertainment in the East End.   

I was somewhat apprehensive at first seeing this novel as the cover gave the 

impression that this would be another modern ‘penny dreadful’. 

However, once I started reading, the chapters flew by and I became interested 

in the story and curious to learn more about the main protagonists; John Jago 

and Peter Craddock. 

I am not going to go into the storyline in detail as this will be covered by other 

reviewers, however, suffice to say, the book contains an intriguing mix of 

suspense, drama, danger, communism, the blitz and even a possible 

love interest.   

The policing is, compared to today’s detailed investigations, very innocent and 

old fashioned but the writing makes you long for a return to those times 

especially as we currently live in a complicated untrusting world. 

Finally, on reading the initial synopsis, I thought that it could only be a ‘one off’ 

story but Mike Hollow has left enough links and unfinished business for me to 

want to find out more and so read his follow up book ‘Fifth Column’. 

It will be interesting to see how the characters grow and how sufficiently 

engaging stories are developed.  

 

Gill Wilmott  

This is a compelling book, especially to me, because of the times and places in 

which it was set. I, like the author, was born in the decade after 1945, and like 

him my mother and father lived through the London blitz and had somewhat 

reluctantly revealed snippets of it to me.   By the time I was around my parents 

had moved further out of London but we still passed through the areas the book 



 

is set in on our way to visit relatives. It also brought back memories of 

childhood such as the staff at Sainsbury using wooden paddles to pat the butter 

into shape, and words you don’t hear now like “trencherman”.  Evocative for 

readers my age and informative for younger ones this book is really 

set wonderfully in its time. The wartime complications, not only from the 

war they are in but repercussions from the still vividly remembered WW1, keep 

this well away from being an ordinary double murder whodunit. The 

characterisation and storyline itself are excellent, with some fascinating final 

twists.  I really hope this is not the last we hear of Inspector Jago and his 

sidekick Constable Cradock.   

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

After an inauspicious start with what I felt seemed boring characters living in a 

period I knew little about, nor particularly wanted to, I was gradually drawn in 

to what was a fascinating story. I soon became convinced  that this must have 

been WWII Britain was like and how the Blitz actually affected the everyday 

lives of those unfortunate enough to have been part of it. Criminal activities 

continued, there was if anything more scope for dodgy dealings of all sorts 

including falsifying official documents.  Murders happened too which brought 

our Detective Inspector John Jago and his sidekick Constable Cradock into 

action.  Fraught with the additional difficulties of trying to conduct an 

investigation with a war going on, I felt I learned quite a lot from the obviously 

well researched facts regarding the everyday lives and deaths of mostly the 

East End of London population.  

These people seemed to take everything in their stride from the horrors of 

bombing and death of family and friends fighting abroad.  Drawing 

comparisons with others who were wealthy enough to live in hotels and forget 

food rationing by eating in restaurants, I was glad the death of a local JP 

Charles Villiers enabled Inspector Jago to introduce us to such facts and many 

others too. Such things as air raid shelters were variable in safety and even 

blackout curtains that I assumed were issued free to householders certainly 

were not.   This story was a great learning curve as well as a cracking 

good crime novel and I would be happy to read more involving 

Inspector John Jago.  Certainly in no way dull or depressing but in many 

ways surprisingly upbeat.  Well worth getting into. 

- Additional comments about the book from a family member who was at school 

during the time the book was set – He said: 



 

Mike Hollow’s research and feeling for the time and places, brought many 

things back to me- the blackout, sticky brown paper on the windows, bombing – 

I was bombed out twice in Ilford in 1940 (and moved to Romford). The places 

and roads I knew as a child – so many things – even my father worked at a 

printers in the East End. So many memories the story became almost irrelevant. 

 

Mrs Tuckett 

A story of how people coped during the 1940 Blitz sets the scene. DI 

John Jago and his assistant DC Peter Cradock are assigned the task of 

investigating the death of a local magistrate. Justice Charles Villiers life is not 

the one he shows to the public. Jago knows the area and people which comes in 

handy, negotiating around the bomb sites. Pursuing the killer Jago nearly loses 

his own life, but he never gives up.   

 

Joan Sidwell 

‘The Blitz Detective’ held me from the first page in an unusual war time setting.  

An ordinary East End London Detective Inspector, John Jago, is investigating 

the discovery of a body, believed to be a murder victim, which then disappears 

without trace in a bombing raid. 

Inspector Jago and his new young Constable, Peter Cradock, begin their search 

for the perpetrator of the crime without any available clues from the scene. 

In the middle of the Blitz, war time London vividly comes alive.  The ordinary 

people, the villains, their daily fight for survival as war rages around them, are 

all real, believable characters brought to life in Mike Hollow’s narrative.  The 

relationship between the Inspector and the Constable is one of the many 

highlights.  As they get to know one another, their relationship grows with 

humour and painstaking, old fashioned policing methods. 

Inspector Jago also has to deal with an American journalist who has been 

assigned to him to write about the effects of the war on the people of the London.  

This leads to another story giving more background to the Inspector and going 

back to the First World War. 

I couldn’t put this down, Mike Hollow has a compelling writing style 

which draws you in so much you can almost feeling you are there amongst 

the burning buildings and the shelters as the policemen uncover the background 

to the murder and resolve the crime.  I can’t wait for the next book in the 

series. 



 

Pearl Wilson 

‘Direct Hit ‘written by Mike Hollow for me was an excellent read which I 

thoroughly enjoyed.  The main reason I loved it was the constant 

action throughout, with every turn of the page there was no way I 

could judge what was going to happen next.  

The main character Detective Inspector John Jago who is a character whom I 

immediately wanted to know more about as it was clear he had a past which in 

itself was a story of its own.  I loved the mystery and danger of this read, and 

along with the era of the Second World War therefore for me I was enjoying two 

storylines within one very readable book. 

When John Jago is called to the scene of the murder, he is shocked to see Justice 

of the Peace Charles Villiers is the victim unfortunately for him a German bomb 

has destroyed the valuable evidence.  As we follow John Jago seeking the truth 

in his own unique way, this is certainly one book where as a reader nothing is 

missed from the scenes of crime to the fear which the German Bomb reigned 

down upon them.  

Mike Hollow certainly knows how to grab the reader's attention with brilliant 

storytelling which was descriptive throughout.  I would highly recommend 

‘Direct Hit’ to anyone who loves their reading material with unforgettable 

characters and with action throughout. 

 

Gill Williams 

A somewhat slow start but worth persevering. An old fashioned style of 

writing that evokes the feel and suffering of London in the blitz and 

of a world long disappeared in this modern frenetic world of 

technology. A very nice chance to read a book without gratuitous sex, violence 

and bad language. DI Jago is an old fashioned, salt of the earth, detective 

doggedly perusing his suspects during a difficult murder enquiry, where the 

victim is blown up in his car during an air raid before he can be properly 

evaluated and the evidence collected. To cause further confusion, a key witness 

as well as being the probable suspect is also murdered. Lies and misinformation 

from uncooperative friends and relatives make it that much harder for Jago 

and his naive sidekick Craddock to get to the bottom of it all. To add to the mix 

an American woman journalist is foisted upon Jago much to his disgust and we 

are given some slight insight into Jago's past experiences in WW1 and possibly 

why he is still a bachelor. I look forward to reading the next in the series, seeing 

how Jago and Craddock develop and more descriptions of a time long gone but 



 

still within many memories. 

 

Melanie Rose  

A great first novel  

Although this is a book I probably would have overlooked on the shelf as I like a 

faster-paced detective/mystery story, I must admit that I did enjoy reading it.  I 

liked the fact that I learnt something about the history of the Blitz whilst 

following the story.  Detective Jago is a likable detective who follows things 

through thoroughly.  It has an uncomplicated plot so it is easy to follow and 

quick to read.  I will be looking out for the second book in the series.  

If you like ‘Foyle's War’ you will definitely enjoy this book. 

 

Kathryn Whitfield  

Loved it! Fantastic story, a brilliant read.  

I loved the characters especially Detective Jago. The story is brilliantly written 

and I liked how it kept me guessing till the end with all the twists and turns.  I 

was especially engrossed in the ways of life during the time with the city under 

attack, great historical content.   Every detail gave a real sense of life during the 

war and the impact it had on the people and the different classes of people and 

how they lived during this time. The crimes that took place I could imagine they 

really happened.  

I will definitely be reading the next book by this author. 

You can follow Kathryn on Twitter:  @kathreenieA 

 

Peter Baiden 

The people who experienced the East End Blitz of 1940, are ageing and 

memories are fading. From family history, Hollow evokes images of the period 

with honesty and candour. 

Introducing DI John Jago and DC Cradock of ‘West Ham CID’ we are given a 

story of murder, forgery and extortion that follows smoothly and quickly. 

All the characters are well depicted and likeable and fit the story well. There has 

been a murder, obliterated by a “direct (bomb) hit”, concerning a leader of the 

local Community. 



 

With a mix of characters and excellent location settings, ‘Direct Hit’ 

gives a clear, precise, but interesting story of the investigation; with 

the narrative flowing smoothly, with a slightly surprising ending. 

As a first novel “Direct Hit” is well written and a good read. Expect to see Jago 

and Cradock entering the Parthenon of English, fictional detectives.  

 

Siobhan McDowell 

This book was a good read at describing the effects of bombing in 

inner cities! 

One could almost smell the aftermath of bombing in Londons' streets and this 

was very well depicted. I was interested to read about the use of the 

underground stations as bomb shelters as I know this was true and the 

interweaving of truth and fiction was a point in the authors' favour. 

The characters seemed to have no depth to them most especially Jago and his 

sidekick Cradock. 

The hinted at (possibly in future novels in this series) relationship with the 

journalist Ms Appleton was poorly written and not really believable and frankly 

I was disappointed. 

My interest was not held by the varied East-End stereotypes that were written 

about and the general story was somewhat slow. 

All in all a bit of a chore to finish this book but I am glad that I was given a 

chance to read it.  

 

Edel Waugh 

If you love stories about the war then you will really enjoy this story set in 

London at that time. The story is based around Detective Jago whose work just 

got a whole lot more complicated when a crime scene gets destroyed by a 

German Bomb. The crime is a lot more complicated then it at first seems and as 

the deceased is a very respected member of the public it becomes a real mystery 

why this person was killed and why he was found where he was. The book was 

filled with interesting characters, some with shady pasts, who made this a fun 

read as well as informative about that time in history, it felt true to that time. 

There is also a love interest which made it even more enjoyable and I can't wait 

to see if that goes further in the next book called ‘Fifth Column’. The setting 

and Jago make this a great story, I definitely want to read more in 



 

this series! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/02/direct-hit-by-mike-hollow-

blitz.html?m=1 

 

Neil Williams  

A slow burner, but ultimately a good story.  

This took me a while to get into but on NCR I did I found an interesting reading 

read. Making the wartime East end come to life and a good whodunit too. Jago 

was a hard character to get to like, but he was a grower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


