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Simply spell binding...  

I’m hooked! A slightly different genre 

then what I’m used to but I’m so glad I 

read this book because it was gripping. 

Diana Bishop is the woman who 

everybody seems to want to follow for 

hope that she will lead them to an 

answer. However Diana isn’t your 

ordinary everyday woman because not 

only does she have a Doctorate in the 

History of Science, she just happens to 

be a witch. Diana though isn’t your 

average witch, she has powers even 

beyond her understanding and despite 

years of trying to quash any magical 

tendencies associated with the label of a 

witch she stumbles upon a book which 

seems to lead every undesirable in 

Oxford straight to her path be it witches, daemons or vampires. However, 

there’s one undesirable who turns out to be more than meets the eye and the 

book charts Diana’s fraught but highly sensitive relationship with the clever and 

handsome Matthew Clairmont, who just so happens to be a vampire… 

I cannot recommended this book enough. The story is compelling 

and the setting in Oxford is simply captivating. I have even got my 

husband hooked on the series now! I can’t wait to read the next two books 

in the series. 

 

 



Sharon Matthews  

An excellent discovery. 

For me, this book had it all... witches, vampires, a mystery, brooding 

characters ... what an excellent start to a trilogy. 

From the first pages when we meet Diana at the Oxford Bodleian Library 

through her visits to France and finally her home in America, I was swept up 

with the adventure and the twists and turns of what she discovers.  I especially 

enjoyed the description of her time in Oxford and could imagine myself in the 

library with her.  It did, obviously, end on a bit of a cliff hanger so I need to read 

the second part to find out what happened next but this won't be too difficult 

based on how well the first part was written and how the story moved along.  

An excellent read and if witchcraft, vampires and daemons are your sort of 

thing, completely recommended. 

 

Megan Abbott  

Captivating and irresistible to vampire lovers.  

‘A Discovery of Witches’ is an amazing book about a witch that has found a 

manuscript that could change the world that she lives in. On the way she falls in 

love with the forbidden vampire, Matthew Clairmont. Both of them have to save 

their love while trying to keep the manuscript from all the other creatures.  

I absolutely love this book and could not put it down. I loved the 

romance as it didn't overpower the main plot of the story. However, at 

some points I did find the forbidden romance to be a bit predictable. For 

example, that he knows that he should stay away from her, but he can't. Also at 

some points of the book, it gets confusing when they are talking about historical 

or biological things as they do use complicated words. But that doesn't ruin the 

plot of the book. I would definitely recommend it to anyone who loves a good 

vampire romance and history. 

 

Siobhan McDowell  

I would like to tell you how pleasantly surprised I was by this novel. 

I do not by choice read 'Twilight' type books but I thought lets branch out a bit 

and see what this genre of literature is all about! 

I was a while getting into the story but when I did I could not believe how fast-

paced the book was. 



The characters were completely believable and really interesting. I especially 

enjoyed the American side of the family... 

I can imagine the author describing her aunts...truly credible and very likeable! 

The dilemma between vampire and witch as the two central characters was 

described brilliantly and was totally credible. Tremendous research had 

obviously been done by the author and this was evident in the 

historical references. 

All in all a most enjoyable read. 

 

Helen Sidebottom 

I am so glad you have introduced me to this trilogy. It is by far the 

best book of this genre I have ever read. I was captivated from the 

first line and just wanted to keep reading the story in fact I actually did not 

want to finish the book as I wanted to know more.  

The unlikely existence of witches, vampires, daemons and humans is brought to 

life in this book. The spell it weaves draws you into the plot as it twists and turns 

between the libraries and rare books to be found in Oxford and the smoldering 

love affair which is brewing between the witch and vampire.  

Everything doesn't always go according to plan for Matthew, the vampire, in 

his attempt to protect his beloved witch who is also struggling to control her 

powers and find out about her past. There is a menacing foe who appears to be 

just as devious and equally as cruel as any villain you may care to think of. 

Because of the sorcery you are never quite sure who is going to disappear or 

who is going to turn up next! 

Amazing, fab book, cannot wait to read the next one. 

 

Dana Captainino 

I was excited to read ‘A Discovery of Witches’ - a genre I have never tried before 

and am intrigued by the enthusiasm expressed for the Twilight series. 

The book introduces us to a plethora of other worldly people or creatures who 

hold relatively 'normal' roles in academic Oxford where the novel is set.  We see 

the main characters - a witch called Diana and a vampire called Matthew 

weaving and wending their way around one another as their relationship and 

attraction develops.  The main thrust of the story is the accidental discovery of a 

valuable and long unseen manuscript the unearthing of which draws daemons 



and witches from far and wide eager to uncover its secrets. 

I was determined to stay with this book and tried for as long as I could. It is 

very slow at the beginning.  It has all the ingredients of a great fantasy 

read.  But, there is something really weird about it - and I am not 

been ironic.  It is drawn out and uninspired in its building of characters and 

the romance between them.  I am prepared to suspend my disbelief - the end 

justifies the means!   However, I am afraid the yoga class for witches, daemons 

and vampires was just too much for me.  I have nothing against other worldly 

characters being humanised - it often helps the reader understand them - but 

this scene is little short of farcical.   

 

Sarah Jones  

Not your usual vampire novel. Interesting and intelligent with a 

compelling love story.  

Diana is a witch who doesn't want to use her powers. However, it seems as 

though this may be inevitable when she accidentally recovers a lost magical 

manuscript in the Bodleian Library. She also encounters the mysterious 

vampire Matthew. In a world where witches, vampires and daemons should 

avoid attention from humans, interaction between species is forbidden. It seems 

that this too may become unavoidable. 

This wasn't your stereotypical girl meets vampire love story. Diana is highly 

articulate and intelligent and the academic world plays just as big a part as the 

supernatural one here with continual references from art, literature and history 

as well as detailed scientific theories. Whilst at times it was a heavy read, for me 

this only added to the interest of the story and conjured up a very 'real' world 

where this could all be possible. There are a lot of characters and all are very 

well developed with their own histories, motives and sub plots, again making 

this detailed story more interesting and believable. Diana and Matthew are 

strong likeable leads and I am looking forward to seeing how their story 

develops. 

 

Manisha 

I was a little surprised by the size of this book when it first arrived in the post 

and was not sure about it at start but wasn't as bad as I thought. 

While reading this book I found some parts a little too slow and a bit too long in 

some parts. While other parts were brilliant and I couldn't put the book down 



until I finished reading that part. 

Overall it was a good read, but could have been better and a bit 

shorter. However, I have recommended it to several of my friends as 

I know they will enjoy it. 

 

Judith Cooper 

This book is a departure from my usual reading material but having read the 

blurb I decided it sounded interesting enough to give it a try. 

Sadly for me it didn't live up to my expectations. 

The story line centres around a mysterious manuscript that various witches, 

vampires and other supernatural creatures want to get their hands on. 

A witch called Diana calls up the manuscript which puts her in danger.  Enter a 

vampire called Matthew who comes to help her. 

The story is set in Oxford and begins in the Bodleian library where Diana is an 

historian. 

I found the storyline rather flat, it centres around the library, boating on the 

river, drinking tea and eating. 

Fans of other books by Deborah Harkness may well enjoy it as may fans of 

Twilight. 

Personally for me this was a disappointing read. 

 

Barbara Gaskell  

As a lover of all things mystical I really wanted to like this book but 

was left disappointed. Irritating non-modern heroine. 1 out of 5 stars.  

Magical legacy – sounded enticing but left me flat. 1 out of 5 stars.  

`A Discovery of Witches' is set in modern times and features a world where 

humans, vampires, daemons and witches co-exist. Diana is a witch who is 

discovering her magical legacy and of her relationship with a scholar and 

vampire Matthew. The plot centres on a manuscript that Diana discovers and is 

rumoured to contain the secrets of the origins of witches, daemons and 

vampires and could be dangerous in the wrong hands. 

The ‘chick-flick’ theme of manly protection left me cold. I could not understand 

with Diana’s family legacy and the resources around her that she ended up a 



wimpy woman not knowing what to do and needing a man to make the 

decisions and protect her. Not very modern! Perhaps in the later book this 

improves – unfortunately I don’t feel tempted enough by the other books to find 

out.   

The writing style was long winded (… better editing needed) and did not draw 

me into the magical world. I felt I was reading a young adult book. As a lover of 

all things mystical I really wanted to like this book but was left disappointed. 

 


