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Glynis Elliott 

This novel was beautifully 

written, quite lyrical in fact.  

Although at times I did feel it was a 

little slow.  It reminded me somewhat 

of ‘Cloudstreet’ by Tim Winton. 

 

Judith Sharp  

Yes the premise is similar to ‘The 

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry’ but 

that's no reason not to read this book.  

I really enjoyed it, in fact I found it 

more in the vein of Garrison Keillor in 

its quirks.  

82 year old lady gets up and starts 

walking 2,000 to the ocean she has 

never seen.  Unlikely, maybe but that 

shouldn't stop you reading.  A 

strange and unworldly tale unfolds.  If you like Garrison Keillor 

then you will like this. 

 

Emma Halford  

A sweeping, bittersweet tale of journeys, memories recalled and 

reconstructed and the paradox of distance - emotional and physical -  

in bringing people closer.  

Etta's epic journey toward the end of her life is the framework for the revisiting 

of her own and other people's memories. The distance brings fresh perspective 



on those she has shared her life with and echoes the journeys undertaken by so 

many young men who signed up to fight in the war. The story weaves in and 

out of time and place, revealing the ebb and flow of personal relationships, 

choices and consequences.  

The story hinges as much on what is not said, as what is communicated. The 

holes riddling Otto's letters reflect Russell's silent, stoic love for Etta and the 

journeys undertaken are as much about letting go as they are finding a place in 

the world.  

This is well-balanced book that invites further reflection and discussion. It 

would make a good choice for book groups. 

 

Cathy Small  

An enjoyable read with an easy to read storyline. It is moving in 

places where the characters tried to rearrange their lives and their 

time with the changes.  

An enjoyable read with an easy to read storyline. It is moving in places where 

the characters tried to rearrange their lives and their time with the changes. At 

the age of 82 Etta takes on the challenge to accomplish her unfulfilled wish to 

see the sea, we see her journey as well as her husband’s journey as we watch 

him deal with her absence along with Russell the neighbour who has loved her 

from afar from early adulthood. This story is also intermingled with their 

journey from childhood into adulthood and the meetings that took place with an 

understanding of the hardships that war can bring to couples and families. 

 

Kerry Bridges - http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

Etta has never seen the sea but she would very much like to so one morning she 

gets up, writes a note to Otto, packs a bag with some food and starts walking. 

This is a lovely, bittersweet story which superficially appears to be about Etta's 

journey but manages to weave in the story of Otto and Etta's life together and 

how their relationships both with each other and with Russell first came about. 

I did like the way this novel was written.  It is very quirky but also very clever; 

Etta does not always remember who she is and sometimes sees the world 

through different eyes but the subtle writing makes that easy to understand and 

interpret in the context of the characters involved and adds to our 

understanding of their relationships. 



In summary, I loved this book and I would recommend it to fans of 

Rachel Joyce and Alexander McCall Smith.  One of my favourite 

books this year. 

 

Alison Layland - www.alayland.uk 

A slightly surreal, moving story of love and friendship.  

At the age of eighty-two, Etta packs up and leaves her home on the Canadian 

prairies, because “I’ve never seen the water, so I’ve gone there.” She leaves 

behind her husband, Otto, who stays home writing letters and making papier-

mâché animals for her to see on her return, and neighbour and family friend 

Russell, who is not so patient. 

Etta’s journey is only part of this beautiful, moving novel. Each chapter has 

sections from the different characters’ points of view and from different times in 

the past, gradually building up a picture of their lives and what led to Etta’s 

surprising journey. To me, this slightly jumpy, episodic narration reflects the 

nature of memory – life is not a perfect line and the past is not neatly packaged.  

It has a slightly surreal feel – why would an 82-year-old woman embark on 

such a quest; why would her husband, who loves her, simply let her go, 

especially as she has bouts of memory loss, carrying a note to identify herself in 

case she forgets – but that only serves to make you more willing to enter the 

world of the story, making it perfectly believable on its own terms. And, despite 

the deliberately simple, almost naïve writing style, there is a lot of darkness in 

the past episodes, which eventually come full circle and explain the present. 

This novel really drew me in, not only wanting to know more, but living the 

characters’ experiences with them. 

 

Victoria Emerson  

My favourite book of the year.  

A wonderful story about an 82 year old lady who decides it’s time to get on and 

do the things that she wants to do, so she sets off on foot to walk 2000 miles to 

see the sea. 

It’s written in a quirky style, not in chronological order and has no quotation 

marks, but once I got used to these things I absolutely adored it. 

 



Rebecca Cockeram  

Not as good as I hoped it would be.  

The blurb for this book was very intriguing, Etta decides to see the sea and 

starts off on her journey early one morning, leaving those that love her behind. 

However the book doesn't hold up.  I found the disjointed writing style irritating 

and this stopped me for enjoying the book.  I just didn't care, I didn't find it 

moving or funny, and it just didn't do it for me. Very disappointing. 

 

Julie Bertschin  

Beautifully written tale of the lives of Etta and Otto. Etta's journey 

across Canada to reach the ocean is a moving portrayal through 

letters of their hard lives together. A wonderful story.  

A very moving and touching story as Etta decides to leave her remote farmland 

home, leaving her elderly husband Otto behind, in search of the ocean which she 

has never seen.  The letters that Etta writes to her husband on her journey 

slowly unravel the history of this couple who have endured great hardship and 

sorrow.  Etta's bravery and stoicism as she pushes onwards towards the East 

carries the reader along the narrative as events from the past are brought to 

light.  This is a love story for things lost, experiences too painful to be spoken 

about and how we have to remember what is important to us and follow our 

dreams.  I loved it. 

 

Judith Smith  

This is a compelling story about unfilled ambition, unrequited love 

and memories.  

Imagine never having seen the sea, and then deciding to walk there – aged 83. 

This is a compelling story about unfilled ambition, unrequited love and 

memories. With beautifully developed characters, the story comes to life and 

Emma Hooper manages the move between past and present very well. As for 

the ending, you have to draw your own conclusions. 

 

Angela O'Donovan 

I loved this book. Loved it, loved it. 

I’ve just re-read the last few pages and relived the feeling I had when 



I finished it a few days ago – a deep hollow feeling of loss that only 

sometimes makes itself felt when coming to the end of a really 

satisfying read.  

The characters really appealed to me, especially Etta and Russell. I was 

engaged right from the start and felt for each of them as Etta left home to walk 

to the sea. The pace was just right and gave time for the reader to hear their 

individual histories, how they met, and the circumstances that directed their 

lives to where we meet them.  

Emma Hooper has made a truly amazing debut and I’ll be looking out for more 

from her. The book is so well written, it reached my head and heart equally.  

This book would appeal to anyone with an imagination who does not need lots 

of dramatic action and twists and turns to keep interested. The four characters, 

of the title, need only to play out their parts as Etta’s walk begins and they react 

by being who they are while we engage with each of them along the way and 

are stirred by emotions and thoughts we had long forgotten. A very moving and 

satisfying read – thank you Lovereading.co.uk!  

 

Val Brown  

If you liked the ‘Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry’, you will love 

this.  Etta is in her 80's and decides to walk across Canada to see the 

Ocean.  

Etta is in her 80's and lives in Canada with her husband Otto.  One day she 

decides to walk the 2000 miles across Canada to see the ocean.  She takes basic 

provisions with her and a rifle.  As she starts her journey the novel travels back 

in time and we learn of the details of her life, how she met Otto and their 

neighbour Russell.  The journey takes on a mystical turn when she meets a 

coyote who talks to her.  She names him James and he apparently travels with 

her.  The story switches back and forth between the present and the past.  We 

learn of Otto and Russell's experiences and how they all met. Etta was their 

school teacher even though she was the same age as them. The story describes 

their time during the Second World War.   

Etta and Otto's stories become entwined and sometimes confusingly they seem 

to be the same person.  Etta attracts media attention and as she is obviously 

suffering from memory loss, she can't understand how some people seem to 

know her when she is sure she hasn't met them. 


