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Suzanne Marsh - 

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

I totally loved reading Fatty O'Leary's 

Dinner Party novel. I have become a fan of 

Alexander McCall Smith's book since 

reading ‘The Forever Girl’.  

What I love about Alexander McCall 

Smith's new hardback novel,  is that it is a 

very small hardback book in size that will 

fit into any handbag for readers to take 

away as a holiday read, and the story is a 

short novel with only 174 pages.  

Fatty O'Leary is a very large American 

man who is married to his wife Betty. But 

when Fatty and Betty head of to Ireland for 

a trip of a lifetime, Fatty is put through a 

series of embarrassing disasters one after 

the other.  

What readers can expect from ‘Fatty 

O'Leary's Dinner Party’ is that it is 

full of humour and a must read short novel.  I highly recommend 

‘Fatty O'Leary's Dinner Party’ to all readers. 

I am really looking forward to Alexander McCall Smith's next novel from 

Polygon. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

I loved this little book, by Alexander McCall Smith, What a wonderful character 

he has created in Fatty, real name, Cornelius. 



Fatty, and Betty his adoring wife decide to celebrate Fatty’s 40th birthday, by 

having a trip to Ireland, which seems an easy thing to do! But alas this isn't the 

case. 

Starting with the flight, nothing runs smoothly for Fatty and his poor wife 

Betty, I laughed at the predicaments that the two, by no fault of their own get 

into. 

Considering this is only a slim book, Alexander has managed to get 

the reader so involved with the characters, so much, you find 

yourself not wanting the book to end.  I just hope there will be other books 

about Fatty and his wife, and hopefully his friends in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is the first Alexander McCall Smith novel I have read. This cute little 

book is a stand alone novella.  

It tells the story of Fatty and his wife Betty's disastrous trip to Ireland and the 

mishaps that befall them before they arrive home. It is a story of the value 

of friendship. I shall be trying more books by this author. 

 

Ann Peet  

Some amusing bits but not up to his usual high standard.  

I don't like to say it as I am a great fan of Alexander McCall Smith's Isabel 

Dalhousie novels but I wasn't very keen on this story. There are some funny bits 

- the sending up of the pretentious literary critic is most amusing - but I don't 

find the idea of a fat man getting stuck in a bath very comical, I'm afraid. 

There's a nice twist at the end and the characters of Fatty and his wife are 

sympathetically drawn. I can see that some of the set pieces could be amusing if 

you like farce. Alexander McCall Smith is such a good writer that I was 

disappointed that this lacked his usual originality, wit and subtlety. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

I am not a big fan of McCall Smith –find his work too ‘lite weight’ – 

but this one has somewhat changed by view.  I loved Fatty!  

In honour of his 40th birthday, his wife books a holiday that will take Fatty to 

the country where his family originated, Ireland.  Fatty who is a successful 



antiques dealer and who has lived all his life in Fateyville, Arkansas, is named 

in recognition of his physical appearance although you sense as the pages 

unfold that he is somewhat larger than you may initially imagine…and some!  

His real name is Cornelius Patrick O’Leary. 

What so endeared me to Fatty was not only his innocence and acceptance of 

events but his enormous sense of pride. His willingness to smile in adversity is 

also admirable, for example, when he gets stuck (literally) in a bath and the 

only way to end the ordeal is for the bath and him to be moved outside and 

turned upside down to allow the force of gravity to resolve the dilemma.  In fact 

this example also serves to demonstrate the humour that is throughout the book 

but humour that is not cruel.  It’s not laugh out loud but captures the character 

of Fatty who is happy to let life take it’s natural course. 

However, he is also not to be trodden on as we subtly learn when he gets the last 

laugh after a seeming costly incident when he appears to have made the highest 

bid for a horse, when in fact it could have been construed to have been the result 

of a malicious abuse of his innocence.  

On a negative side, I’d like to have seen McCall Smith explore further Betty’s 

questioning her own happiness and role in life.  But hey, it’s a start and one that 

may lead me to pick up future stories written by the same author…but I will 

ensure I read Lovereading reviews before making any purchases! 

 

Les Warriner  

The jury is still out.  

I simply don't know what to say about this book.  I anticipated a ribald comedy, 

but at the outset found Fatty and his wife Betty to be the unfortunate victims of 

fate and cruelty.  Deserving of my sympathy, in much the same way as 

Victor Meldrew, it is indeed a black comedy with a twist in the tale. 

 

Ray Orgill 

Some people are often described as accidents waiting to happen.  Fatty O'Leary 

is a constant accident as he slips and slides from one disaster to another.  His 

devoted wife has bought them both a holiday in Ireland, the home of his 

forefathers but all does not go well.  So much so that they break off their holiday 

early and head back to the States.  A very attractive little book with a 

hard back cover and quality paper which would make a pocket-size 

present for anyone in need of cheering up. 



Jillian McFrederick 

Once again Alexander McCall Smith presents us with an amusing, but heartfelt 

story about a 'stout' American and his wife on their first trip to Ireland in 

search of their family tree. After a chapter of accidents, both humiliating and 

humourous, the couple experience a largely negative face of Ireland, and return 

to the US disillusioned. The vindication as revealed in the last pages 

gives us a glimpse of hope and humanity, rounding off the story in a 

satisfactory way. Coming from Ireland, I am slightly disappointed in the 

portrayal of the Irish as a people who exploit and make fun of the valuable 

tourists that the island depends on, but can forgive the author on this occasion 

as he draws the characters so well and uses his considerable storytelling skill to 

give us a short, but perfectly formed, tale.  

 

Elisabeth Thomas - www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

Not Alexander McCall Smith at his best. 

This is a short comic novel by Alexander McCall Smith. Irish – American 

Conelius ‘Fatty’ O’Leary and his wife Betty decide to take a trip back to Ireland 

to check out his Irish heritage. However, the trip is a disaster with one mishap 

after another plaguing their trip. 

The book was funny but it did almost get like a “Carry On” film and 

unfortunately the book was nothing like the celebrated “No1 Ladies Detective 

Agency” series or the other very enjoyable series. 

The book was readable and it made me chuckle in places but there just seemed 

to be no real story to it and was just a series of funny events using fat people as 

an object of humour which perhaps these days isn’t the thing to do really. I was 

certainly glad it was a free review copy that I read as would have been 

disappointed if I had paid for it! Not Alexander McCall Smith at his best. 

 

Susan Walsh 

Hilariously funny in parts with a few real Irish twists. 

A trip of a lifetime to Ireland has plenty of drama involved for American Fatty 

O’Leary & his wife Betty. 

From the very beginning of the trip where larger than life Fatty has to change 

seats on the flight, to his luggage going missing when they touch down in 

Shannon Airport. 



Fatty is searching for his long distant relatives, thus entails, humour, calamity 

& a sprinkle of magic, as Fatty & Betty meet many characters along the way. 

Food & drink a plenty, a horse auction & plenty of whiskey to boot. 

This will have you smiling as you read. 

Very well written & immensely enjoyable.   

 

Christine Phillips - twitter @Chrisph48 

A short read that is about a lovable couple Fatty and Betty O'Leary. Amusing 

light read.  

Fatty O'Leary goes on holiday to the home of his ancestors, Ireland, with his 

wife Betty. Fatty is a larger than average man, happy, with a good life with 

Betty and good friends. He has always wanted to go to Ireland, so Betty books a 

trip for them.  

The situations Fatty finds himself in are very funny and I liked him 

and his wife. I was on their side throughout the book. The plane 

journey and the auction were my favourite parts of the story but there are 

plenty more to amuse you.  

This was a short story so I don't want to give any of the plot away. It was a tale 

of unfortunate mishaps on a holiday and it made me laugh. The book is nice 

looking, good size and quality. 

I would recommend it to you if you are looking for a light, funny read that has 

no huge plot to work out, but you want to while away a couple of hours. 

 


