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Ian Harvey-Brown  

Lots of action, lots of tension, 

lots of spills. Heart stopping 

read from page one!  

The reason why I enjoy Simon 

Kernick’s novels so much is that 

they plunge you straight into the 

story. No messing about. Lots of 

action, lots of tension, lots of 

spills. Yet filled too with a certain 

wry humour which is part of his 

style. His current book is no 

exception. You know from page 

one that his main protagonist 

Matt Baron is heading deeper and 

deeper into trouble. He’s soon 

surrounded by some very nasty 

villains all of whom mean to take 

him down with extreme prejudice. 

Right to the very end you’re kept 

guessing how he’s going to get out 

of his terrible situation. Each scene is so well crafted you could be in a film set. 

Only Matt’s no Jason Bourne. He’s tough but he’s also vulnerable and he needs 

someone like the lovely Tina to rescue him as much from himself as his most 

deadly enemies. It’s truly nail chewing right to the end. Only trouble is before 

you know it you’ve run out of pages. I console myself with the thought that 

there’s bound to be another equally thrilling Simon Kernick novel waiting in the 

wings. 

You can follow Ian on Twitter:  https://twitter.com/IanHarveyBrown 

 



Suzanne Marsh 

There is no question about this, Simon Kernick is a very talented author. He has 

written fifteen novels and is the number one best seller. ‘The Final Minute’ is 

Simon's sixteenth novel and the first novel that I have read of his. I found ‘The 

Final Minute’ gripping from the very first line right through to the very last 

page. Not only is this a great plot with great characters, it speeds through with 

very fast, brilliant action. I loved this story and will definitely be reading more 

of Simon Kernick's novels in the future. I have put Simon Kernick on my list as 

one my favourite crime authors. 

The story ‘The Final Minute’ is about an Ex undercover cop Matt Barron who is 

in a traumatic car crash and has no memory of who he is or his life before the 

crash. But Matt seems to be haunted by the same nightmares. What Matt needs 

is help in finding out who he really is. He turns to an Ex Met cop, Tina Boyd who 

has become a private detective, in hope that she will help Matt find out more 

about himself and his past. 

This story will have your heart racing wondering what is going to 

happen next. I do hope all readers who read ‘The Final Minute’ enjoy it as 

much as I have.  

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Maureen Gourlay  

A well-paced thriller from a gifted author.  A different slant on a 

simple enough theme - who do you believe? Getting to the truth is a 

dangerous task so, is it worth your life?  

Your worst nightmare? You have amnesia, but your memory is returning. 

However, everything you learn is bad. How could what you learn be true about 

you?  

No one wants to believe they could be a criminal, or worse a killer. 

You want to find out who you are and how this past life could possibly be yours. 

With help from new friends, Matt tries piecing his past together and his quest 

becomes a race against time. He needs to get to the bottom of everything before 

others who seem to want him dead for different reasons, catch up. 

Policemen, private investigators, politicians and businessmen all link into the 

tale, but which ones are to be trusted?  



Another great read from Simon Kernick, a writer who never fails to find a new 

twist on telling a story that you only want to get to the end of, ready for his next 

offering. 

 

Michelle Hodson  

I read this book in super quick time.  The reason?  I could not put it 

down. Brilliant thriller featuring the inimitable Tina Boyd and Matt 

Baron, leaving a trail of bodies in their wake!  

This is a fast paced thriller with an interesting mystery thrown in to keep the 

reader guessing.  Matt Baron is suffering from amnesia after a road accident 

but when events take a 'lively' turn he is forced to flee.  Matt has information 

locked away in his memory which several groups are after.  He turns to Tina 

Boyd, Ex-Cop now turned Private Detective, for help and it soon becomes 

apparent that Matt has information that can also help her with a missing 

person’s case that she is working on. As Matt's memory starts to return they are 

caught in a desperate battle for survival and the truth.  I've read Simon Kernick 

previously and his novels are always brilliant.  I highly recommend this new 

story. 

 

Judith Curtis  

‘The Final Minute’ by Simon Kernick is a fast paced, thoroughly engaging and 

well-written thriller. 

This genre is not my usual reading choice but the story line - a man suffering 

total memory loss after a traumatic car crash and having to run for his life, 

inspired me to start reading.  It was hard to put down from the very first 

paragraph and it became a genuine page-turner with action that never let up. 

Character development is good and Kernick keeps you guessing as to who is 

telling the truth.  No-one can be trusted.  The reader even questions the sincerity 

of Matt Barron, the car-crash victim, as the body count around him grows. 

At times believability is stretched but Kernick’s excellent sense of place, the 

furious speed and constant twists and turns of the plot keep you gripped. 

Tina Boyd a female private detective, is the more likeable protagonist.  Her life 

is put in as great danger as Matt’s which further adds to the suspense.  

However, her former relationship with a police colleague provides a little light 

respite as the reader hopes for better times ahead. 



If you enjoy reading thrillers with fast paced, complex plots and 

plenty of suspense, books by Lee Child and James Bond movies, then 

you will love The Final minute!  Highly recommended thriller! 

 

Sue Andrews  

A real page turner.  

First I must say I'm a fan of Simon Kernick. I read a lot of his early books but 

have not read any recently. His books have not changed, they are still edge of 

your seat page turners. The book has short chapters and is easy to read. 

It all starts with a man who has lost his memory. He doesn't know who he is 

and why he is in this big house with his sister and nurse after a car crash. As his 

memory begins to return he realises that all is not right. The chase starts from 

there and doesn't let up. 

He turns to Tina Boyd, an ex-cop turned private detective. She knows helping 

Matt Barron (the man with no memory) will lead to no good, but she helps 

anyway. 

I certainly recommend this book if you like this kind of genre. Very fast read 

and I'm sure will be a big hit with summer readers on beaches! 

 

Suzanne Bellingham  

Another excellent gritty, fast paced thriller from Simon Kernick 

featuring Tina Boyd.  

A really engrossing book that I just could not put down. The plot is fast and 

furious, sometimes breathe taking. 

The story is told in two ways, one as the first person, the other as a story but 

they are fitted together very well. 

Matt Barron, who isn't who he thinks he is tells his part of the tale, he has been 

involved in a traumatic car accident causing a complete loss of memory, he is 

convalescing with his sister and a male nurse in a remote part of 

Pembrokeshire. One day he goes on walkabout deciding he wants to leave. After 

being chased around by his sister and nurse he hides only to return later to the 

house they are in and meets two more people.  Matt has answers to questions 

these two want answers to, Matt is not who he thinks he is, he doesn't know yet 

but he is used to violence and dealing with violent people. 



Matts past comes to haunt him, he turns to Tina Boyd, if you read Simon 

Kernick you will know she is an ex Met Officer turned private detective. Tina 

knows who Matt really is. From then on the story is fast paced, I don't want to 

destroy the plot for you but if you like Simon Kernick as I do, you may think this 

is his best book to date. 

 

George Willmett  

Matt Barron is recovering in rural Wales after suffering amnesia 

following an accident. He begins to suspect that he is not the person he is 

being told he is. Can he find out who he really is?  

Matt Barron has been recovering in a remote house in Wales after an accident 

left him with total amnesia. His sister, a male nurse and a psychotherapist are 

trying to fill in the blanks but Matt is unsure that he is the person that they tell 

him he is. Small snippets of memory come back to him and a vivid recurring 

dream of murdered women add to his confusion. His suspicions are soon 

realised as intruders appear wanting information from him. Unfortunately he 

is unable to remember anything and things get nasty. He manages to escape 

from the ruthless contract killers and then sees the photo of one of the women in 

his dream in a newspaper article. This leads him to Tina Boyd, now a private 

detective, and he enlists her help to try and uncover what happened to him and 

why he is being pursued  

Death, torture and mayhem follow as the jigsaw of his memory starts to piece 

itself together. 

What has Matt done in the past to have such violent killers after him and can he, 

with the help of Tina, survive. 

Fast paced and all action as you would expect from Simon Kernick, 

the plot is intricate and twisting. There is no letup in the action as the body 

count steadily rises. 

 

David Gay  

Not one of Kernick's best but it holds the promise of more to come.  

I like Simon Kernick’s novels and was really looking forward to reading ‘The 

Final Minute’ as it was a) a long time since I read the last one; and b) his other 

books hooked me and always left me wanting more. The preface says this is 

another “race-against-time” thriller with one of Kernick’s favourite characters, 



Tina Boyd, as one of its central characters. Great, I thought as the previous 

books with Tina were always involving and action-filled. 

Having completed the book I’m afraid that I am for the first time left 

disappointed and have to disagree with the preface – there is no “race” per se as 

in say Deadline or Ultimatum; Tina and Matt are never really on the run 

together; there is tension and there is some but very limited action but all in all 

this is a formulaic and disappointing book. It’s formulaic in that it starts with a 

memory-loss (Inferno anyone?) and the main character, Matt could really be a 

baddy who is really a goody. The one good aspect of the book is Tina’s character 

continues to evolve but I do wish that Simon didn’t focus so much on her 

smoking – I’m really not sure how her “after dinner cigarette” moves the story 

on at all. 

All in all this in an “OK” book; the story itself is thin and as I say formulaic and 

it holds out the promise of more Tina-focused stories that are more of the 

standard of Kernick’s earlier work. 

 

Michelle McKernan   

A brilliant book that I couldn’t put down. This is the first book of 

Simon Kernick’s that I have read but I will be tracking down his 

previous ones now as it was that good. 

The characters are believable and the story itself has a great pace to it. I was 

hooked from the first chapter and was desperate to get through it to see how it 

would end.  An amazing read.  

Simon Kernick has been recommended to me over the years but I’ve never got 

round to reading any of his. This is an impressive book and I was hooked from 

the start and found it difficult to put down. The main character evoked 

sympathy despite being drip-fed evidence that there was more to him than met 

the eye. 

The pace was incredibly fast, a real page-turner. The other characters were 

believable and his description is great.  

I found it a tense read and quite shocking in places.  This is a brilliant book that 

I would recommend to anyone who likes a good thriller. 

 

Lisa Lamb  

A heart-thumping, lightning fast moving, twisty turny storyline. A 



brilliant read...my first Simon Kernick but most definitely will not be 

my last!  

Following an almost fatal car accident, Matt Barron is suffering from extreme 

amnesia. Through the care of his Sister and the assistance of his Doctor, his 

memory slowly starts to return. However, Matt has the increasing feeling that 

all is not as it should be...he has recurring dreams of dead women and a brother 

that doesn’t exist?? 

Piece by piece, as the book progresses, we learn that Matt has a rather 

interesting past, and some piece of information lurking in his mind could be 

very dangerous for someone if revealed.....a dangerous game of cat & mouse 

begins...... 

A fabulous read...highly recommended! 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Gripping from the start, where it instantly became impossible to 

know the “goodies” from the “baddies”, this was a usual gripping 

Simon Kernick read.  

Who was Matt Barron the car crash victim with amnesia and suffering 

horrendous murder related dreams? Could Tina Boyd, the former police 

detective turned private investigator be able or even want to help him?  

Teaming up to find out why he’s being hunted and who the killers on his trail 

are is exciting throughout.  Worrying throughout is whether his dreams become 

reality.   

Fast and furious this is a real page turner involving so many groups of people, a 

number of killings and throughout a growing doubt as to who is on the right 

side of the law.  Certainly kept me interested and was enjoyable to the very 

bitter end.  Will be looking out for more Tina Boyd stories soon. A real character 

with a different attitude to crime. 

 

 


