
 

      Lovereading Reader reviews of  

                Florence Grace  
                      by Tracy Rees 

 
 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 

Linda Hill  

A fabulous tale of identity, longing 

and love with a heroine for 

everyone to believe in.  

I just loved this story. From the opening 

line to the last word I felt transported to 

the world of Florrie Buckley as she 

transforms into Florence Grace. 

The quality of writing is perfect. Just right 

to convey the era of the mid C19th with its 

fashions and conventions, the language is 

still totally accessible to a modern 

readership so that reading the story is 

completely effortless. I found the 

descriptions wonderfully balanced to give 

not just setting, but to provide layer upon 

layer of character too. Tracy Rees has a 

cinematic ease to her writing that conjures up the qualities of Cornwall and the 

wealth and squalor of London with every phrase. The variety of sentence 

structure gives a gorgeous flow to the story. 

Florence Grace is an absolute triumph. Tracy Rees somehow manages to convey 

Florence's life, emotions and the passion of her love with such clarity and 

realism that I felt as if I had become Florence and wasn't just reading about her. 

It was as if I felt the pain and joy she felt too. I am certain Florence's first person 

account helped make me feel this way. 

I think having a relatively constrained palette of characters means that each is 

completely knowable in all their faults and human frailties. This makes for such 

satisfying reading. Florence Grace is a book to savour. 



 

I think readers of emotional sagas in particular will love Florence Grace. 

www.lindasbookbag.com 

Follow Linda on Twitter: @Lindahill50Hill 

 

Maggie Crane 

This book is one which is very hard to put down, I read it in a 

day/evening, and thoroughly enjoyed it. It flows easily, the writing is logical, 

expansive, making a relatively easy read. The story line is interesting, not too 

convoluted or fussy, very clear in the historical aspect and certainly one which 

will appeal to many individuals. A thoroughly enjoyable read. Will seek out 

this author in future and recommend her to members of our book 

group. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

From the windswept Cornish Moors comes a story to sweep you away, one of 

passion and intrigue and yes dark brooding heroes.  I loved this book, so much, 

Think, Poldark, Heathcliff and Jem, from ‘Jamaica Inn’, throw in Florrieough in 

a young woman, Florrie, who is knowledgeable with herbs, a family secret, rich 

relatives and you have a fantastic story! 

Florrie is a happy young woman who lived in Cornwall with her beloved nan, 

who after her mother and then father both passed away became her guardian.  

Trying to earn extra money, Florrie and her two best friends are sent to help the 

kitchen staff of an upper class family, and it is here that she meets Sanderson 

Grace, a handsome son of the Grace family. But it’s Turlington Grace, brother of 

Sanderson, who captures her heart and imagination.  

For Florrie this is the start of things to come, her life and all that she thought to 

be true, is not what it seems.  

Not since Heathcliff (who is my dream bad boy) have I loved a 

character as much as I love Turlington Grace, sigh… 

 

Emily Curnow 

This novel sucked me in from the very start. Set in Victorian Cornwall and 

London it is reminiscent of Poldark and Dickens. The main female character has 

a definite Demelsa-like twang to her vocabulary making her a sympathetic 



 

protagonist. Full of contrasting scenes of poverty and wealth, of two different 

classes in a time of great discrepancy, of rural and urban, the book will not fail 

to engage any reader. Whilst being somewhat predictable in plot, it is still a 

great story that sweeps you along. I look forward to reading more 

by Tracy Rees. 

 

Lisa Redmond 

‘Florence Grace’ is the second Novel by Tracy Rees following the very successful 

Amy Snow. Set in Cornwall and London in the 1850s, this is a beautifully 

written book perfect for fans of Daphne du Maurier and Kate Morton. The story 

centres around Grace, orphaned at a young age she discovers her connection to 

a wealthy but notorious London family. She leaves her poor life in Cornwall 

behind, saying goodbye to her beloved moors she travels to a family she has 

never known and does her best to adjust her speech and her manners. However 

it is only with her cousins Turlington and Sanderson that she finds joy and 

companionship. Florence Grace is a wonderful page turning novel, 

gripping, emotional and unputdownable. I was utterly enthralled. 

Tracy Rees is a fantastic storyteller. The character of Florence was vivid and 

sparkling and the settings were beautifully crafted. A definite 5 star read.  

 

Christine Waddington 

This is a rags to riches story about Florence Grace, a young 

orphaned Cornish girl who discovers she is related to the wealthy 

Grace family. 

I found the Cornwall part of the book far more enjoyable than the London part. 

The characters really came alive as did the scenery and the delight that Florrie 

found in her everyday life in Cornwall, which although it was a hard life, was 

one where she found pleasure in her surroundings and in nature. I felt that 

Tracy Rees had enjoyed writing this part of the book more. The London part 

seemed duller by comparison, the characters all seemed unloveable and were 

hard to visualise. Life was grim for Florence in London and the book lost some 

of its momentum here but fortunately regained it towards the end with a 

conclusion that offered hope. I did like Florence, who emerged as a strong and 

engaging character. 

 

 



 

Lou Woods  

This is an author who writes with the spirit of Du Maurier and 

Bronte. I was swept along and quite captivated.  

A book full of passion and imagery, the story of a young girl finding her way 

through life had me hooked from the first page. From the brutish cousin whose 

soul she is irrevocably entwined with, to the wise woman whose calm and 

knowing nature guides her, the characters are so well formed I felt I knew them 

all and could see them clearly as I read.  

Florrie's story is familiar, a tale of love through struggle and sorrow retold 

throughout time, but the way the author brings her to life made it seem fresh 

and new, and very hard to put down. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

A delightful and engaging family saga about secrets and their 

consequences.  

I enjoyed this delightful and charming family saga set in the Victorian era about 

fate and secrets, and about how these secrets can affect those around them. The 

author has a wonderful and evocative way with words.  The descriptions of the 

Cornish countryside transported me to this most beautiful place within the 

British Isles and I wished I had a magic carpet to whisk me there!   

The characters were well drawn, three of whom I will mention.  I really liked 

Florence, or Florrie as she was affectionately known - she was feisty and caring 

with a sense of humour.  I liked Old Rilla, the local wise woman as it were, who 

gave the tale a touch of magic and had a great influence on Florrie's life. 

Turlington Grace was a law unto himself, a tortured whirlwind, and I think we 

all know someone similar.  'Oh, Turlington...' indeed!   

There were a couple of interesting twists in the plot which helped to move the 

story forward towards a satisfying and optimistic conclusion. I found Florence 

Grace, which will be published on 30 June, an easy, well written and engaging 

read and I look forward to Tracy Rees' next book. 

Follow Vanessa on Twitter: @Butterflybiblio. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This story starts in the wilds of Cornwall and the main character is a young 

woman called Florrie and she has a very special gift. An orphan living with her 



 

grandmother she expectantly moves to London, this country girl’s life meets 

many big changes and family she did not know before and it comes with its own 

ups and downs. This book had it all, a charming narrator, great settings, a 

wealthy family and a cruel man at the head of them all, forbidden love and 

family secrets. I really could not get enough of this story set in the 1800’s. This 

book far exceeded my expectations and I did not want this story to 

end.  

 

Humaira Kauser  

It was pure Bliss to read because this book contained two of my 

favourite things: Romance and an historical era!  

It was pure Bliss to read because this book contained two of my favourite 

things: Romance and an historical era! 

There was nothing not to love in this book. I thoroughly enjoyed it and it was an 

absolute gem of a book! The writing was wonderful, I have nothing but praise 

for Tracy Rees! 

Follow Humaira on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

LindyLouMac  

An enjoyable relaxing read that left me feeling contented.  

When I was recently offered the opportunity to read and review this title, 

despite never having read the authors previous novel, it sounded interesting so I 

jumped at the opportunity. So I have now discovered another writer of 

historical romantic fiction that I can turn to when I am in the mood for this 

genre.   

The heroine of the novel is a spirited young Cornish girl who one day finds 

herself unexpectedly part of a wealthy London family and she is thrown into a 

complete change of lifestyle. Not an easy or happy transition for her, but true to 

character Florence survives, to find out how you will just have to read for 

yourself.  

An enjoyable relaxing read that left me feeling contented, just what I needed. 

Recommended to anyone that enjoys finding a story to loose themselves in 

away from the stresses of the modern world. 

http://lindyloumacbookreviews.blogspot.co.uk/ 



 

 

Victoria Goldman  

‘Florence Grace’ is a story of belonging, destiny, secrets and 

courage. Tracy Rees has captured the settings of Cornwall and 

London beautifully and her characters are very realistic. A book to 

recommend.  

I really enjoyed Tracy Rees' first book Amy Snow, so was delighted when I fell 

in love with Florence Grace too, as I did have high expectations. 

Florence Grace is page-turning historical fiction. It's the story of a young girl 

who is plucked from the remote Cornwall moors to discover she is part of a 

wealthy London family. Not all of her new relatives welcome her into the fold, 

however, and Florrie has a lot to learn about life in a city - and about large 

families. 

Tracy Rees has captured the settings of Cornwall and London beautifully, with 

her vivid descriptive writing. Her dialogue is very realistic, as it was in Amy 

Snow, which makes the characters themselves feel very real. It was very easy to 

immerse myself in this emotional story, and I read most of the book in one 

sitting.  

Florence Grace is a story of belonging, destiny, secrets and courage. This is 

certainly a book I'll be recommending. 

http://off-the-shelfbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Janet Gilliard 

If you liked Catherine Cookson you will enjoy this. I didn't! No cliche 

left unused in this rags to riches tale set in Cornwall. The eponymous heroine 

starts off poor then discovers she is actually related to a notorious wealthy 

family, the Graces. She is attracted to the fancifully named Turlington Grace! 

The story follows the well-worn conclusion to a happy ending. 

 

Barbara Goldie  

From rags to riches, a great story!  

Florence Grace is a lovely read. Set in Cornwall and London the locations are 

vividly brought to life with the picturesque descriptions.  Florrie is a well-drawn 

character and easy to get to know.  She was my favourite in the book but I did 



 

love Old Rilla and also Florrie’s friends Stephen and Hesta.  There are many 

twists and turns in the story, the pace starts off slow and gathers as the book 

progresses. The language is easy but never boring, the dialogue is believable.  

Florrie’s life changes overnight and Tracy Rees crafts this idea so well, dealing 

with Florrie and her transition from poverty to wealth. There are secrets, some 

romance, historical fiction and a clever plot all rolled into one. It is a great read 

for the long summer days.  It is the first book I have read by Tracy Rees 

but I hope this will not be the last, highly recommended. 

 

Amrita Dasgupta  

It's a coming of age book where you suddenly realise that behind all 

the glamour of respectability lies tears, politics and hard work.  

From a village in Cornwall Florrie Buckley is transported to the gentile 

Victorian London. 

She has a family beyond her humble beginnings in Cornwall and she has to 

learn to play the part of Florence Grace. Her grandfather and patriarch of the 

Grace family, Hawker is on a mission to improve their bloodline and social 

status. 

What follows is an uphill battle to transform a free spirit into one able to blend 

in society. Instincts are wrong and every social action is a calculated move.  

Really the book made me realise why modern society shuns harsh disciplining 

of children. It is a form of abuse that the Victorian society in their zeal for 

respectability and decorum practices and Florence Grace must succumb to it. 

Most characters are ranged along the spectrum of decorum and correct 

behaviour and those that are free spirited and take pleasure in shocking the 

society at every opportunity. 

The author tends to veer towards one but you can make up your own mind 

about which you prefer. 

The plot is simple and the book takes its time to build the characters and 

meanders around telling the story at its own pace. It is a perfect weekend read 

when you have nothing better to do but lie about reading. 

http://www.thebookdrifter.com 


