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Ann Peet  

Intriguing, atmospheric novel 

of family secrets set in 

Provence.  

I really enjoyed Carol Drinkwater's 

books about her olive farm in the 

South of France so was delighted to 

see that she has written a novel set 

mainly in Provence. It is a story of 

family secrets and hidden pasts but 

perhaps the best part is the way the 

author evokes the atmosphere of 

hot French summers and autumn 

days during the grape harvest on 

the Cambon family's vineyard. 

Jane has married Luc Cambon but 

has a long-standing feud with his 

mother. Tragedy strikes and family 

secrets start to be uncovered. I 

liked the way these are often 

unexpected and with an unusual 

twist. It's a compelling, engrossing story and really transports you to the heat 

and beauty of Provence. 

 

 

 



 

Nicola Edwards  

A beautiful, atmospheric story of loss, family drama and mystery.  

While accompanying her father on his new venture to sell wine in France, a 

young Jane meets Luc the son of Madame Cambon; the owner of the Les Cigales 

vineyard estate. They fall in love at a young age, until an incident with Madame 

Cambon means Jane is forbidden from ever returning.  

Years later they meet up again and marry much to the vocal disapproval of 

Madame Cambon. This feud is exacerbated by an unpleasant scene that occurs 

at harvest, in which Clarisse Cambon blames her daughter in law. 

When tragedy strikes, Jane is thrown into turmoil and family mysteries begin 

to unravel. What has Luc been hiding? Who really is this man she has spent the 

last twenty years with? 

A beautiful, atmospheric story of loss, family drama and mystery. The 

descriptions of Provence add to its charm with sights, sounds and smells 

transporting the reader into the heart of the Les Cigales estate. The characters 

are extremely well written and Jane’s raw emotions are clearly felt throughout. 

I highly recommend this book! 

Thank you to Lovereading.co.uk and the publisher for the opportunity to read 

this delightful story. 

 

Pauline Braisher 

I had recently read a couple of Carol's earlier books about her life in the South of 

France so was looking forward to reading ‘The Forgotten Summer’. I was not 

disappointed. Carol's love of Provence shines through in the evocative 

descriptions of the Provencal countryside and way of life. The 

characters are well-drawn and the story is interesting, with a few 

unexpected twists. There is human interest and history, which means the 

book engages the reader on a number of different levels. The forgotten summer 

of the title, and the final twist, are not revealed until the end of the book. The 

book is easy to read and I read it in one sitting. This book will be an ideal 

holiday read, especially for Francophiles 

www.iloveandcats.wordpress.com 

 

 



 

Angie Rhodes 

After reading Carol's bestselling books ‘The Olive Route’ and ‘The Olive Tree’, I 

knew I was in for a treat.  

It is the annual grape harvest at the Cambon family's vineyard, the summer this 

year is a long hot one, tempers are frayed and an accident leaves the estate near 

ruin, and who is to blame? Jane, the daughter -in law of Clarisse Cambon, 

whose son Luc, Jane married.  

 Jane can do nothing right in Clarisse's eyes and this feud has been going on for 

decades. What is the secret that Luc has kept for so many years?  

 Jane want's answers, but will they come at a price? 

 I really enjoyed the tense story… and the secret? Well let's just say it 

was not what I was expecting!! 

 

Jennifer Moville 

Jane Cambon lives in London with her husband Luc - a French man. His mother 
Clarisse lives on the family vineyard and each year Luc and Jane go back for 
the harvest. 

However this year is different - Luc goes with his friend filming their latest 
work and leaves Jane with the harvesters, then as Jane leaves France to return 
to London for Christmas Luc stays behind to finish his work and then continue 
on to London. But tragedy strikes. 

Jane tries to come to terms with what’s happened and is determined to find out 
more and returns to France - but Clarisse is icy cold towards her and there is 
something she is not telling her. What is Clarisse hiding? 

A great novel to get your teeth into - all is not what it seems and 
reading each page makes you want to know more and find out who, 
why, where and when. A book I would heartily re read and recommend. 

 

Edel Waugh 

I knew from very early on that I was going to enjoy this story as the 
writing is simply beautiful. I think a story that includes a character you 
love to hate makes a story even better and this one had it in the form of a 
mother in law from hell called Clarisse Cambon. The main character of the story 
is her daughter in law Jane who is married to her son Luc. Clarisse is definitely 
a matriarch who loves to rule the roost on this vineyard in France and she is 
very quick with her acid tongue. Jane's faults are easy for Clarisse to judge but 



 

she is not a straightforward character herself and she should not be judging 
anyone! Flawed characters like Clarisse make great reading and when you add 
in some mystery and family secrets it made this a book easy to read in one 
sitting. I was constantly surprised while reading this as the twists were great 
and Clarisse is infuriating at times so I wanted to see if Jane would get some 
form of closure or revenge on this woman. Highly recommend!  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/01/the-forgotten-summer-by-
carol.html?m=1 

 

Cathy Small 

This story starts in the realms of running a successful vineyard in 
the south of France into the unsettling story of a family that has 
secrets that cause resentful feelings.  

Luc & Jane have a great life in London, both with jobs that they are passionate 
about but each summer they go to Luc's family home in the south of France to 
help with the harvest from the vines. But relationships with the mother in law 
have always been strained back to the time when Jane was banned from the 
vineyard when she was a young girl. A terrible accident brings about a 
complete change in their lives and the truth starts to come out from the family 
history and they start to find a different way to live. The story is twisted with 
romance, Algerian history and family feuds but you will be drawn into the story 
of their lives. 

 

Hannah Ward 

I want to say thank you to Lovereading for sending me an advanced copy of this 
book. I loved it, even though it is cold at the moment reading this book made me 
look forward to the summer. What I found interesting was reading about the 
process of making wine and olives too, it made me want to be right there in the 
thick of it and I could almost imagine I was. Carol has clearly researched into 
vineyards very well. I think this is a book to enjoy at any time of the 
year. But I think it is best read in the evening with a nice big glass of 
wine. 

http://echoesinanemptyroom.com/2016/01/21/the-forgotten-summer-by-
carol-drinkwater/ 

 

Carrie Johnson 

Sun, wine & a mystery set in Provence, the perfect holiday read!  



 

As soon as I opened this book on a cold, misty January morning, I was 
transported to a land of sun & vineyards. Carol Drinkwater is not only 
knowledgeable about France in general, which makes the story very 'real', but 
her evocative descriptions of harvesting the grapes in Provence made me want 
to visit there straight away. 

At the same time, a sense of unease and mystery was skilfully developed, and I 
empathised with Jane’s discomfort and sense of not belonging. 

The characters in the novel are extremely credible, there are many twists and 
turns, and I found it hard to put down. 

This will make a great holiday read, particularly if you are visiting France! 

www.boozybookworm.com 

 

Maz Tucker  

Great book, really well written. This is a great sorry with lots of 
twists and turns.  

I have never read any of Carol Drinkwater previous books, but I will definitely 
interested in the others now. This a tale of family secrets and how jumping to 
the wrong conclusion can cause real issues. The story is centred around a wine 
and olive estate in the south of France. The description of the area are really 
good and become part of the story. Great book I'm sure you will enjoy as much 
as me. 

 

Trilby Humphryes 

From the heady heights of the warm inviting opening chapters to the 
lows of the dark dreary days in wet Paris, ‘The Forgotten Summer’ 
pulls you into its story with beautiful and emotive writing. 
Drinkwater clearly has an eye for detail and a love of the natural world, all of 
which she shows with fascinating touches throughout the book. She uses her 
own life experience of living in the South of France to give the story authenticity 
which is often lacking from other similar tales and the warmth of rural France 
really does radiate from this novel. 

It is full of twists and turns, suspense, tears and joy and it a real page turner of 
a read. Highly recommended and will be enjoyed by lovers of Joanne Harris 
and Victoria Hyslop - a book for all seasons. 

 

 



 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Reading the first page of ‘The Forgotten Summer’ instantly transported 
me to France and a way of life I had seen many times but long 
forgotten. Whilst not pretending to know much about wine production – a 
stay in a gite at a vineyard being my only experience – I was happy to learn as I 
went along with Jane and Luc Cambon and their respective families.  A 
fascinating mix of characters, both English and French, and intriguing events 
throughout, which kept me thoroughly absorbed.  How accurate regarding the 
past politics between France and Algeria I can only imagine but overall it does 
seem a very well researched story and reminded me of those written 
by Victoria Hislop. I felt I acquired at least some knowledge I didn’t have 
before.  

With interesting threads of the past and its secrets being uncovered made the 
book even more interesting. I enjoyed it immensely and would recommend it as 
a really good and intelligent read.  To me ‘Carol Drinkwater’ was merely an 
actress - how wrong could I be! I am now looking forward to reading more that 
she has written. 

 

Kirsty McGowan  

An exquisite atmospheric story of family drama, loss and mystery. 
The characterisation is excellent particularly the women, Jane’s 
emotions are raw and felt throughout.  

Exquisite read, author really captures the characters emotions and has the 
reader gripped from the beginning. A story of forbidden love, family loss and a 
tragic event that unravels them all. Following a summer in France with her 
father to visit a vineyard, Jane meets Luc. Following a love struck summer and 
numerous events, Luc’s mother forbids Jane from ever returning, much to her 
dismay in the years that follow Jane and Luc wed and return to the family farm 
to help harvest the crops. That's when tragedy strikes and Lucs mother blames 
Jane for everything that has gone wrong. Luc remains the peacekeeper 
throughout as to not harm the feelings of either women in his life. Events unfold 
and secrets are uncovered. Jane has to get to the bottom of them all, riveting 
and atmospheric! A real rare find and gripping read. 

 

Susan Mooney  

Splendid -Splendid –Splendid! A Fabulous Read  

A thoroughly enjoyable read...perfect holiday material. 

A literary must for those who love nothing more than to be taken to places most 
of us dream about. 



 

Fabulous read from the very first page  

10/10 .Loved it 

Follow Susan on Twitter: @truckermercedes 

 

Melanie Kane 

This novel was beautifully written and so descriptive which really 
ensured I felt part of the story line.  I was thoroughly gripped by all the 
intricate twists and turns and felt great empathy for Jane when her world came 
crashing down. This novel really had the power to draw me in and I was 
hooked from the beginning. A fantastic author whom has great vision. Many 
thanks for this great read. 

  

Julie Bertschin  

The Cambon family is shrouded in mystery, considered outsiders in 
their community, keeping themselves apart.  Their hidden history is 
slowly revealed; their secrets and lies. Tantalising reading.  

When Luc Cambon suddenly dies in a motoring accident his wife Jane is left in 
despair. Her husband has left her with many debts to settle and she must sell 
her home.  On returning to France, to her mother-in-law's vineyard, Jane 
uncovers hidden paperwork and a gun in Luc's study.  We learn of the Cambon 
family's past, their escape from Algeria to Provence to start a new life and the 
secrets they have kept.  Jane learns the truth behind her mother-in-law's dislike 
of her, yet endeavours to build a relationship with her and restore the vineyards 
to their former glory. Whilst I enjoyed this story I did find the ending rather 
abrupt and a little confusing. 

 

Julie Bickerdyke  

A thoughtful story set in scenic France in a family vineyard.  A story 
spanning decades with twists and turns to keep you guessing.  

The story is well thought out and keeps your attention throughout.  The rift 
between Jane and her mother in law at first seems strange but the explanation 
unravels slowly through the book. 

Much of the book is sad with Jane losing her husband unexpectedly and 
reminiscing on their life together whilst trying to work out what secrets he had 
hidden from her.  On top of this she is coping with a father with dementia, in a 
home in England and her husband's mother who hates her but needs her help to 
run the family vineyard in France. 



 

Personally I found some of the descriptive passages overdone and drawn out 
but other reviewers have loved the book so I guess it's just not my usual choice. 

Follow Julie on twitter:  @JulesBickerdyke 


