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Rebecca Jayne Barrett  - 

http://prettylittlememoirs.blogspot.co.uk 

Twitter: @LittleMemoirs 

Full of gripping historical appeal and a 

whirlwind story, ‘The Fortune Hunter’ 

is a book that no one will want to miss.  

‘The Fortune Hunter’ was exactly how I 

imagined it; full of mesmerizing characters, a 

beautiful historical backdrop and a plot that 

kept pulling me in from the start. In 1875, 

where the novel is set, I can just imagine how 

striking and fascinating the world Daisy 

Goodwin had wrote about was. Sisi was one 

of the best characters I have read about 

recently, and reeled me in with her charisma 

and lead-character material. The romance 

was entrancing and powerful and the way 

Daisy writes about them is beyond absorbing. 

I haven’t read many Historical novels in all 

my time being an avid reader, but reading 

‘The Fortune Hunter’ makes me want to dive 

into all the potential of the genre. Full of gripping historical appeal and a 

whirlwind story, ‘The Fortune Hunter’is a book that no one will want to miss. 

You can read Rebecca’s blog at: And on  

 

Sarah Tilley  

A delicious book, best taken sat by a roaring fire tucked away from 

the outside world.  

Set at the end of the 19th century when everyone knew their place in life, it 



confirms all of the social mores that one lived by in those days, and was firmly 

in the "Darcy & Elizabeth" genre. 

I have to confess to being slightly biased, as it centred around homes not far 

from where I live, and features the hunts that are so popular in the Shires. 

However, the connection between Althorp and late Princess Diana should be 

enough to guarantee interest in the book. 

The book serves up romance just as it should be - gentle hints rather than full on 

detailed descriptions of every gasp and tingle, and as such is a delight to read. 

The downside is that we no longer live in a world where a young girl would 

forgive her husband after bedding another woman, however regal she may be, 

and as such goes against the grain for modern day women - that said, all the 

more reason for you to lose yourself in the world of days gone by and forget 

about life as it is today! 

 

Sally Welham  

Horses, a beautiful Empress and Victorian society, a heady mix.  

This was a fast paced historical novel reminiscent of Georgette Heyer.  It gives a 

good feel of the late Victorian age in England and the constrictions of class.  It 

was well written and very enjoyable. 

 

Sarah White  

A big romp of a book.  

This is essential a love triangle between Sisi, the Empress of Austria, Captain 

Bay Middleton (the fortune hunter of the title), and heiress Charlotte Baird.  It’s 

set in 1875 and based around true events.  A keen horsewoman, the Empress 

comes to England and Bay is asked to act as her “pilot”, a local guide, during 

her visit.  Their respective positions in society are complicated by their 

attraction to one another, as well as Bay’s engagement to Charlotte. 

There’s lots of details of the court, buildings, society and fashions of the period, 

as well as horse riding and the new pastime of photography (Charlotte’s 

passion). 

A real guilty pleasure. 

 



Caroline Mathews -  http://mrsmsmeanderings.wordpress.com 

A well-written and engaging historical novel (if a little too long) 

with great characters and full of period charm.  

Having read Daisy Goodwin's first novel, ‘The Last Duchess’, and very much 

enjoyed it, I was looking forward to reading her new book. 

I found the story immediately engaging, full of well-written characters and 

period detail.   Very evocative of Victorian England, I was swept along by the 

storyline and easy-to-read writing style until I was about two thirds of the way 

through, when it did start to drag a little bit. 

Whilst I enjoyed this book, I did feel it was overlong for the content.  If there had 

been a little more 'meat on the bones' plot-wise, then the length would have been 

justified, but I'm afraid I think that 100 fewer pages would vastly improve this 

novel. 

 

Sharon Matthews  

A tale of drama set in a world where keeping up appearances for 

society can mask what is really going on behind closed doors.  

I enjoyed this fictionalised story about real people and events that happened in 

the 1880's.  It was set against a background of hunting and horses and the 

demands of society and the conventions of peoples place and expectations of the 

manners and the outward appearances of the time.    The characters of Sisi and 

Bay came alive and it was interesting to also have the overlapping descriptions 

of Charlotte's photography. A definite twist at the end but an overall good 

feeling when I read the last page. 

 

Debbie Patrick  

In 1875, Sisi, the Empress of Austria is the woman that every man desires and 

every woman envies.  

Beautiful, athletic and intelligent, Sisi has everything - except happiness. Bored 

with the stultifying etiquette of the Hapsburg Court and her dutiful but 

unexciting husband, Franz Joseph, Sisi comes to England to hunt. She comes 

looking for excitement and she finds it in the dashing form of Captain Bay 

Middleton, the only man in Europe who can outride her. Ten years younger 

than her and engaged to the rich and devoted Charlotte, Bay has everything to 

lose by falling for a woman who can never be his. But Bay and the Empress are 



as reckless as each other, and their mutual attraction is a force that cannot be 

denied.  

Full of passion and drama, ‘The Fortune Hunter’ tells the true story 

of a nineteenth century Queen of Hearts and a cavalry captain, and 

the struggle between love and duty. 

I quite enjoyed this book based as it was on history but with a helping of fiction 

added to the mix. It is an interesting read and the author has fleshed out the 

characters quite well.  

It is a good story of the drama between the Empress Sisi a beautiful, wilful, 

unhappy woman, Bay Middleton who appears to be a bit weak willed and is 

drawn to Charlotte but besotted with Sisi, and Charlotte a strong willed woman 

with her own mind who is interested in photography and doesn’t much care for 

fitting in with the society that she lives in. I also enjoyed the interesting 

character of the American photographer Casper but would have liked him to 

feature more in the story. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

Bay Middleton is a dashing cavalry captain with nothing to do. On half pay and 

with little personal wealth he has to find a wife and preferably a rich one. 

His greatest assets are his good looks, his way with women and his fearless 

horsemanship. He is thought of as perhaps the best rider of his time. 

He sets his sights on Charlotte Baird, an orphaned heiress to a large fortune, 

with an interest in the new skill of photography. 

He begins to woo Charlotte but just when he has come to an understanding with 

her he is asked to act as ‘pilot’ to Sisi, the Empress of Austria through the 

English hunting season. She has come to England to hunt and escape the stifling 

and dull court of Vienna. 

From their first meeting he is enchanted by her and her fearless riding. They 

become close much to the consternation of Charlotte. A photograph she takes of 

them together as they first meet reveals too much. 

Can he satisfy the Empress and still win his heiress? 

A great well-constructed read with lots of historical details which 

bring alive the period. It will keep the reader entranced. 

I am now going to read her first book, I don’t know how I missed it. 



A must for all fans of Downton Abbey. 

 

Mary Chapman  

Thoroughly enjoyed the book.  Bit of a romp, felt disappointed that it 

was about real people and we didn't get enough history.  

I hadn't read Daisy Goodwin's first book so I was looking forward to this one. I 

have read books by Phillipa Gregory and love the genre so when I got this book 

I felt sure it would be as good as hers, at the end felt not quite as good. 

When I read the pieces about the book at the front I was even keener to read it 

and on the whole it didn't disappoint. The book was about real people but it felt 

more like fiction. I found it hard to believe some of the book and how Daisy 

Goodwin had portrayed the people in it, she had almost reduced them somehow 

to caricatures. The book was more a romp and most about Bay getting Sisi into 

bed which took forever and very predictable, then he wanted Charlotte as well. 

Difficult to believe, though you know it's true, how women's lives have changed 

so much and the freedoms we now enjoy in comparison to Charlottes and in her 

time.  Also Sisi the Empress of Austria the restrictions on her and how she 

flouted them up to a point was great to read about. Bay was a great character 

even though he was a real person, at times it didn't feel like it he was, more like 

Rhett Butler from ‘Gone With the Wind’. 

I liked the way the book was written, very easy to read but maybe was slightly 

drawn out in places and rushed at the end. The part at the Grand National was 

very good and atmospheric.  

 

Lynn Barrett 

Daisy Goodwin has already proved herself to be a great storyteller, 

and ‘The Fortune Hunter’ continues in the same manner. Populated 

with real and fictional characters, this is a read of pure enjoyment for all fans of 

the great Georgette Heyer. 

The two main characters, Elisabeth, Empress of Austria, known as Sisi, and 

George ‘Bay’ Middleton engage in a lengthy and unlikely love affair, but which 

of them is the Fortune Hunter? Fortune can mean more than money.  

Written at this time when the events of the Great War are being 

commemorated, ‘The Fortune Hunter’, is set in a world which was to change 

irrevocably within a few years. Sisi, although all unaware, was the last 



Empress of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and ‘Bay’ Middleton was never to 

know that a descendent would be heir to the British throne. 

 


