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Vanessa Wild  

A well written and absorbing family 

drama with a great sense of 

community.  

An absorbing family saga set during the 

1950’s in Liverpool. 

I found it an easy and well written read.  

The story flows along and kept me turning 

the pages.  The characters are interesting, 

engaging and well rounded.  It deals with 

some delicate issues with sensitivity and it is 

not overly descriptive or graphic. 

There is a great sense of community.  The 

struggles of everyday life are depicted 

insightfully and with finesse.  It's a story of 

not only making ends meet, but how 

neighbours pull together in times of 

adversity.  It revealed their fighting spirit!  I 

particularly like the chapter where food was 

collected, cooked and then shared out 

between the streets. 

A realistic and stirring tale which I very much enjoyed. 

Many thanks to Lovereading.co.uk for sending me an advance reading copy to 

read and review. 

You can follow Vanessa on Twitter at: @Butterflybiblio 

 

 

 



Barbara Goldie  

A cup of tea, box of tissues and ‘The Four Streets’, perfect!  

Nadine Dorries really brings 1950’s Liverpool to life in ‘Four Streets’.  I loved the 

cover of this book it made me want to open it immediately.  The four streets are 

at the heart of the book and the heart of the Catholic community.  It is an 

emotional read, they are tough times but the friendship and strength of the 

community bring it through.  It is built on the memories of Nadine Dorries and 

this shows throughout, it is great storytelling.  A great sense of time and place 

are created and the reader is transported back in time from the very first page. 

A book to make you smile, shed a tear or two and remember.  The 

characters are well written and believable.  Brimming with stories of children 

growing up, secrets and family relationships; you feel that the stories can go on 

and on.   

The cover says that in ‘The Four Streets’ there is almost nothing that a cup of tea 

and a chat won’t sort out, this book is just the thing to read with a cup of tea, 

settle down and enjoy.  Nadine Dorries is a new name in family saga writing; I 

am looking forward to the next book in the trilogy. 

 

Debbie Wood  

Large families living in poverty and community spirit all woven 

together into one book, tells a story of love, kindness and struggles 

with day to day life.  

I found this book heart-warming, heart-breaking and shocking.  It told a tale of 

poverty and bleakness and the struggle of families in the four streets pulling 

together and helping everyone get through hard times.  It was all about 

community spirit and I found it easy to warm to all the main characters in the 

book.  I understand this is the first book in the trilogy and I can't wait to read 

the next book to see how the story continues.  This book gives a very good 

insight into how times were and was very well written. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

1950’s Liverpool where poverty and hardship go hand in hand with 

community values and big personalities.  

An easy read and I thought it was going to be so predictable but after a slow 

start it became worth reading for the historical content with lots of background 



knowledge of Liverpool in the 1950s. The story centres on two girls who live in 

the same community and have difficult childhoods. One has a cold stepmother 

and the other lives with the fear of abuse. 

This would be an ideal choice to take on holiday as it is such an easy 

read. 

Nadine Dorries ends the story with a question and leaves the way open for a 

sequel. 

 

Alex Hetherington  

Nadine Dorries has written a heartfelt tale in her debut novel ‘The 

Four Streets’ however I am afraid it is one that does not resonate anything with 

me. The blurb states ‘In the Four Streets there is almost nothing that a cup of tea 

and chat won’t sort out’ and whilst I can appreciate those words won’t have 

been written by the author it almost trivialises everything serious the book aims 

for. It has moments when it tries to pull at the heartstrings, several in fact but 

all seemed to pass me by really. I felt each and every character unwelcoming 

and fierce; these were not the type of streets I would want to walk on.  

‘The Four Streets’ are supposed to be about community spirit and as a child 

born in the 1990s I am not privy to this community feel but most of the time I 

was pleased not to be and I don’t think that was the intention. Whilst the social 

cruelty developed on a character like Alice for example, who comes into the life 

of widowed Jerry Deane, may be realistic it just was not interesting enough to 

develop any empathy.  

As the book reached its climax it seemed insistent on ticking all the boxes 

required of a book like this and it was all rather routine and clean cut. I was 

neither surprised nor shocked by any of its dramatic end points. The author 

created that community spirit and atmosphere but it reminded me of the pub 

you pop your head into before quickly exiting realising you’re not welcome. 

Maybe there are those who will find something enjoyable but I will stick to more 

familiar territory next time. 

You can read Alex’s blog at:  http://boyletstalkaboutbooks281.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Susan Wallace  

I felt that this book lacked depth.  The descriptions of poverty and 

hardship were minimal and didn’t evoke any empathy with the 



characters.  Some of the characters were very predictable e.g. the kiddy-

fiddling priest, the cold hearted Englishwoman, the warm mother figure but 

they all seemed somewhat caricature-ish and shallow.  Some of the story was a 

bit strange and seemed to clash with the Catholicism of the main characters.  It’s 

all a bit unbelievable. It’s what I’d call a light read, OK to while away a journey 

but not a great book. 

 

Mollie Mayson-Simpson  

The novel is highly readable - a definite 'page-turner', as the strongly written 

characters grasp the imagination and the sympathy of the reader.  Major 

among this cast of memorable players are the two girls, Nellie and Kitty, and 

their respective parents, Jerry and Bernadette, and Tommy and Maura.  Also 

central is Alice, the second wife of the widowed Jerry, and Kathleen, Jerry's 

indomitable mother who abandons her farm in Ireland to preside over her son's 

struggling household in Liverpool.   

The plot explores painful challenges such as the confrontation between the 

motherless girl Nellie and her resentful stepmother, and the perils faced by 

young people who attract the interest of sexually predatory priests. The drama 

is acted out within the confines of 'the four streets', home to the richly nuanced 

but poverty stricken Irish Catholic community.  This rich mixture is stirred and 

shaped with sympathy and skill by Dorries, resulting in a novel in which the 

rate of page turning accelerates as the tension is ratcheted up. 

If the novel has a fault it is that the author, with her wealth of material, has 

struggled to leave anything out.   But, this criticism aside, this was a great 

story, competently told, and one I shall recommend to my reading 

friends: I will also look out for a sequel. 

 

Joan Sidwell 

This is the debut novel by MP, Nadine Dorries, based on her own childhood 

growing up in an Irish Catholic community in Liverpool during the 1950s. 

Nadine Dorries writes with flair and has a talent for storytelling and a very 

good eye for detail.  She has created well rounded, believable, sympathetic 

characters whom you feel you know or have known.  She portrays a time of 

huge change in Liverpool, in the early days of Rock ‘n’ Roll and Beatle mania, 

with very evocative descriptions of The Four Streets, the people and the homes 

they lived in.  Her writing is humorous at times, at other times poignant and 



sad but nowhere in the book did I not believe that these stories were untrue or 

unrealistic.  She tells of a community of people living closely together, 

something seldom seen in these modern days, of a time when everyone looked 

out for one another and closed ranks against outsiders or anyone posing a 

threat.  In particular, the book revolves around two girls, Nellie and Kitty, 

whose lives are affected by a chain of events in their childhood. 

 In the end good outweighs bad, though with a few twists, which to me hints that 

there are more books to come telling the stories of these families as they 

progress through the second half of the 20th century. 

If you have memories of growing up in the 1950’s and 1960’s, are 

from Liverpool or of Irish descent, a mix of any of these, or you just enjoy 

a good, well written, family saga, then I am sure you will enjoy this 

book, I certainly did.   

  

Sarah Jones 

This book immerses the reader in the Irish Catholic community in Liverpool in 

the 1950’s. It has a lot to offer; larger than life characters, some with 

hidden secrets, happy and tragic events and a hint of the 

supernatural. 

It struck me how strong the community ties were and how difficult issues were 

dealt within the community itself. I enjoyed reading about how they came 

together and supported each other. The gossip network that existed amongst the 

women made me smile. The characters felt very real to me. 

I was intrigued by the contrast between the lively, popular Bernadette and the 

quiet, uptight Alice. My favourite character was Aunty Kathleen. I think every 

family should have an "Aunty Kathleen" to turn to in their lives. I felt like crying 

when I read about the two little girls coping with such difficult situations and 

how Alice's loveless childhood had affected her. I had to keep on reading to find 

out if Jerry would eventually realise what was going on in his own home. It 

made me think about how some mistakes can be repeated through the 

generations, if people are unable or too scared or proud to seek help. 

I particularly liked reading about how Aunty Kathleen organised the women to 

make a communal meal. It made me wonder whether this could happen in UK 

communities today. Although living with poverty, the community knew how to 

make the most of the opportunities to enjoy themselves. 

I think this book would appeal to those who have read the ‘Call the 



Midwife’ books. 

 

Marjorie Lacy  

I enjoyed the book. The 'main couple' Jerry and Bernadette appealed to me. 

Bernadette's character was the most interesting 

It describes the difficulties felt by the children, both at school and in the Church. 

Poverty does not bring happiness, just existence. The tales of the 'make do 

and mend' lifestyle of the wives, their one pleasure drinking tea and 

a gossip with the neighbouring wives. Hard work experienced by working 

Dockers, the few pleasures of a cigarette, and a pint in the pub at the end of the 

working day. Their delight in the odd damaged case of goods, that they could 

stuff in their pockets, to bring home as a treat, for their deprived families. 

As Nadine's debut novel, overall it is a story worth telling, over the 

years the Irish have had a bad press, this book tells us something of their history 

and hardships endured by them, in the early days of moving to another country, 

not just our country, as this has happened to many Irish immigrants all over the 

World. 

You can read Marjorie’s blog at: http://mauveoneblog.wordpress.com 

 

Kath Thornton 

I thought I was going to enjoy this book and I certainly wasn't 

disappointed. I think Nadine is a natural story teller, you feel through her 

writing you are living in the four streets of Liverpool struggling against the 

poverty, hardship and abuse of the 1950's. You can relate to different families 

Maura, Tommy and their lots of children especially Kitty - Jerry and Bernadette 

too. It is full of emotion; when tragedy hits and Jerry is left with baby Nellie, out 

of the blue Alice arrives on the scene and is not from the four streets being an 

outsider and therefore not accepted. There is every aspect of the 1950's 

including priest paedophilia which was never out in open in those days as well 

as the consequences. You will laugh and cry all the way through the 

book and find that in the end it is the outsider Alice who saves the day. I feel 

that there must be a sequel to this book and I for one can't wait for it to come 

out. 

 

 



Dorothy Calderwood  

Having been brought up in a similar environment to Nadine Dorries, but ‘over 

the water’ in Birkenhead, I had high expectations of this novel – and it certainly 

didn’t disappoint. 

The inhabitants of the Four Streets are mostly Irish Catholics who have settled 

in Liverpool in the hope of a better life. But conditions in the city during the 

1950s are harsh – work isn’t easy to come by, children often go hungry, and 

dark secrets lie buried deep beneath the cobbled streets until eventually they 

must find their way to the surface – but at what price? 

It is against this backdrop that Nellie Deane and Kitty Doherty are growing up. 

Little Nellie is doted on by her widowed father, Jerry. Then along comes Alice; 

does she truly want to replace a beloved mother – or is there another reason for 

worming her way into Jerry Deane’s life?  

And what secret must Kitty keep to herself against all odds? 

And how will this tight-knit community react when a truly shocking betrayal 

comes to light? 

I found ‘The Four Streets’ heartrending and devastating at times, but 

humour and human goodness shine through. The streets’ inhabitants 

show true grit and stick together through thick and thin. Every single character 

is credible, and so much of the book resonated with me. 

I was so pleased to learn that ‘The Four Streets’ is the first of a trilogy. I look 

forward to reading the remaining books and to accompanying Nellie and 

Kitty through life’s trials and tribulations. 

 

Anne Marigold - http://annemarigold.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Wonderful.  

This is the first book in a trilogy based on the author's life growing up in post-

war Liverpool. The Four Streets are where the poor Irish immigrants, who are 

the cast of the story, live. 

I really loved this book. It has a little of everything – love and hate; 

births, deaths and marriages; fun and laughter; sadness and misery 

– but above all I found it uplifting reading how people with no advantages 

whatsoever rose above their situation to create a close knit family based 

community. Even families with lots of children of their own still manage to find 

room to care for children in need. 



I grew up in a mixed community of “pre-fabs” in Bath during the same period. 

Some people were as poor as those in this story, others, like my family, had the 

advantage of a decent income courtesy of the “Admiralty” across the road. On 

every page I was reminded of my own childhood playing in the streets all day, 

wandering off to play in the local woods, running in and out of each other's 

houses, being fed by whichever mother we called on at mealtimes. Things that 

never happen today. We were all materially disadvantaged after the war but 

our lives were rich and we felt safe. Nadine has depicted the times so carefully it 

reads more as a biography than fiction. I really believed in the characters. 

I look forward to Part two. Anyone who enjoys “Call the Midwife” will 

love this book. 

 

Vicki Sharman  

I thought it was very good and an easy to read book.  

I giggled a bit and cried a lot… I really liked to way everyone was family to 

everyone something I believe should be happening today! Although I liked the 

book sometimes there was parts that needed to be delved into more such as 

Alice's story. But all in all I give this 7 outta 10. 

 

Margaret Madden 

This book is written by Nadine Dorries who most people in the UK will know as 

a somewhat controversial MP. Nadine divides opinion and I am fairly sure that 

this book will do the same. It is the first part of a trilogy, the second part being 

issued in December 2014.   

The book is set in Liverpool in the 1950's. It was about a tight knit Irish 

Community who through trials and tribulations showed how far they would go 

for each other. Two young girls with their own secrets which they had to keep 

close to their hearts. I found this story a little disturbing especially with Molly's 

threatened innocence.  Although it started off well and thought it was 

going to be a nice book about a community pulling together, it ended 

up that there is a dark side to it, and rather than spoil it, I would say if you 

are super-sensitive then it may be wise to give it a miss but if you enjoy 

advertisements for the NSPCC this is the novel for you. It upset me and made me 

feel sick and I didn't enjoy it at all, it was very graphic, poorly written with a 

ghost character thrown in just to make it that little less believable.  

Unfortunately because I didn't enjoy this book I won't be reading the next 



installment of this trilogy. 


