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Katie Hoare 

‘Galina Petrovna’s Three Legged 

Dog Story’ is a charming tale about 

Galina Petrovna and Boroda, the 

three legged dog who adopted her. 

Galina lives at the Azov House of 

Culture Elderly Club with some of 

her friends, who help to rescue 

Boroda after she has been forcibly 

taken by dubious means by Mitya 

the Exterminator. Mitya, 

This leads to friends being 

separated, imprisoned and a 

journey across Russia to get officials 

to help with her cause. And during 

this caper, Mitya, the bad guy has a 

change of heart, after falling for a 

young lady, and wishes to turn his 

life around. This endearing tale 

represents how some feel that Communism was a better way of life and believe 

that Russia should go back to that way of life. 

This is an enjoyable read, with some brilliant descriptions in parts, 

making the reader feel quite fond of some of the characters and 

definitely want to cuddle up to Boroda. Most of all it is about friendship 

and love, and that if someone is really important to you, you will do anything 

for them, whether that someone has two or more legs. 

 

Lorraine Baker 

Perhaps you’re not a member of the Azov House of Culture Elderly Club? 



Perhaps you missed the talk on the Cabbage Root Fly last week? 

Galina Petrovna hasn’t missed one since she joined the Club, when she officially 

became old. But she would much rather be at home with her three-legged dog 

Boroda. Boroda isn’t ‘hers’ exactly, they belong to each other really, and that’s 

why she doesn’t wear a collar. 

And that’s how Mitya The Exterminator got her. 

A wonderful, delightful tale about a group of spirited 

septuagenarians who go after a heartless exterminator to save the 

much loved Boroda. 

An absolute joy to read and it is going onto my ‘to read again in the near 

future’ shelf. 

 

Clare Topping 

Mitya hates dogs, has done for as long as he can remember.  Galina shares her 

house with Boroda, a three legged dog that followed her home and chose to live 

with her.  Every week Galina, along with 40 other women and one man, attends 

the elderly club, run by Vasya.   

It is after one of these meetings that Galina’s and her friends’ lives are turned 

upside down.  Mitya takes Boroda, Galina and Vasya stage a daring rescue, 

unwittingly helped by Mitya’s sickle-wielding mother.  This is just the start of 

the story though as Vasya is arrested, Boroda recaptured and Galina embarks 

on an adventure to Moscow with her elderly friend Zoya.  Along the way Mitya 

finds love, Galina finds some unexpected truths, some that she would rather not 

have found and Zoya enjoys a Moscow nightclub. 

How all these become connected is slowly revealed as the story progresses as a 

race against time to rescue Boroda and Vasya, combined with a journey of self-

discovery for more than one of the protagonists. 

This is a debut novel that is fun to read, has engaging characters and moves 

along at just the right pace.  Whilst it is not the sort of novel to set the world on 

fire, more of a holiday read than literary fiction, it can’t really be faulted and 

would definitely be one to recommend, making you laugh, occasionally 

grimace, but throughout care about the characters and wonder how 

it will all turn out in the end. 

 

Alison Burns 



This three legged dog story is a wryly humourous tale of some elderly 

Russians who fight a bureaucratic state to try to save Galina 

Petrovna's beloved three legged dog Boroda from the local 

exterminator.  

There are many twists and turns along the way and lots of nods to Russia's 

recent history. 

It's a gently comic tale which would be a perfect read for a holiday. It's written 

in language that makes it easy to visualise the characters and locations, I could 

definitely see this turned into an amusing movie. 

 

Ann Alderton 

An entertaining romp of a story with a cast of colourful characters 

that could have stepped out of a Wes Anderson movie, the novel 

entertains and charms at the same time.  A delightful read.  

An entertaining romp of a story, set in post-Glasnost nineties Russia, that tells 

the story of Galina Petrovna’s quest to save her adopted three-legged dog 

Boroda from extermination, and her elderly beau, Vasily Semyonovich from the 

state penitentiary.  With a cast of colourful characters that could have stepped 

out of a Wes Anderson movie – the psychic Zoya, with her crystal ball, the 

retired “fixer” Grigory Mikhailovich and the sinister Mitya the Exterminator, 

the dog-catching anti-hero who, during the course of the novel, faces his 

demons– the novel entertains and charms at the same time.  The author writes 

with evident fondness for Russia and the Russian people, but has also produced 

a pacey and entertaining read. 

 

George Willmett 

Witty, heart-warming tale set in Russia as a group of septuagenarians try to 

save a dog from the exterminator. Misadventures follow as they head to 

Moscow to try and resolve the problem.  

Set in small town 1990’s Russia and revolving around septuagenarians and a 3 

legged dog with lots of vodka, vegetables and vareniki thrown in you might 

think that this would be a tough read. Think again – it is absolutely wonderful!  

Galina lives with a 3 legged stray dog that she has ‘adopted’ called Boroda. She 

doesn’t put a collar on the dog however, as she thinks that they are equals and 

this lack of a collar attracts the attention of the local dog catcher Mitya. Boroda 



is captured and trouble ensues resulting in both Boroda and Galina’s friend 

Vasya being incarcerated.  

Galina has to try and free them and enlists the assistance of another friend, 

Zoya, who knows of someone in Moscow who might be able to help. 

What follows is a glorious and hilarious sequence of events as the two old ladies 

set off to Moscow to try and resolve the problem. 

The picture of life in rural Russia is beautifully painted by the author and the 

characters are so vividly described that you get a clear mental picture of each of 

them, even the canine one.  

Every page is a joy to read and the text is warm and witty but also 

with tales of the hardship and troubles that the characters have been 

through during their lives. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and I hope that Andrea Bennett gets the success 

that this deserves and continues to produce tales of this quality. An absolute joy. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo 

I loved this book-it brightened up my January! I wasn't sure what to expect 

given the unusual title, but once I started reading it, I was hooked. It made me 

laugh and there were some sad moments too, but it is such a feel good story that 

you'll be smiling by the end. 

The author obviously knows a lot about Soviet Russia, and there are lots of 

details which give a real sense of authenticity to the writing. 

I loved the old people who are some of the main characters .The constant 

bickering between the two friends, Galia and Zoya is hilarious, especially when 

they go to Moscow to seek the help of Zoya's cousin Grigory Mikhailovitch after 

Galia's three legged dog is taken by Mitya the Exterminator. 

So please give this book a go if you need cheering up - you won't be 

sorry! 

 

Lesley Mumbray-Williams 

This is a delightful book, not the sort I would normally choose but I am so glad I 

was asked to read and review it.  Andrea Bennett paints such a lively 

picture of Galia and her surroundings.  It is funny, sad, touching and 

inspiring and reminds us all that getting old does not mean acting 



old.  Galia has no intention of living a quiet and sedate old age with her dog, 

Boroda.  So read about her adventures and laugh - and cry - with her and her 

friends.  Oh, and enjoy the illustrations too, an added treat as Mitya pursues 

Boroda throughout the story.  This wonderful tale makes me long to visit Russia 

as it is described so vividly through Galia's experiences. 

 

Alison Greenacre  

An enjoyable, gentle read.  

An enjoyable caper featuring a group of septuagenarians romping around 

Russia hoping to rescue a three-legged dog. Themes covered in this book include 

family, love, Politics... all set in the backdrop of Russia beginning to embrace 

capitalism. 

It's a very gentle, uplifting tale, a bit of a farce in places. Is there a 

happy ending?...You'll just have to read it to find out! 

 

Peter Nicol  

A warm and heartfelt tale filled with charm, set in post Soviet Union Russia  

A warm and heartfelt tale that was a joy to read. It is the tale of Galina and her 

companion, a dog called Boroda and her quest to see them reunited. It is the tale 

of Mitya and his hatred of dogs and his rowdy neighbour. Ultimately it is a tale 

of friendship and the lengths people will go for the ones they love. 

Set in Russia shortly after the collapse of the Soviet Union, which Andrea 

Bennett brings to life with great charm and obvious affection. The characters, 

though eccentric, never stray too far from reality and will have you 

rooting for them throughout, even those you may not expect to.  

This is a delightful book which I thoroughly recommend and even comes with a 

nice added feature at the foot of each page! 

 

Lesley Hart  

I loved this story of Galina Petrovna, who showed courage and determination 

in fighting a seemingly corrupt system to free a dog and then to free the man 

who believed in her from the outset.  

 



Initially I wasn't sure that I would like this story, which is set against a 

backdrop of a Russian society declining into alcohol abuse and corruption. But, 

the heroin - Galina Petrovna - kept the story romping along as she refused to be 

dictated to and took matters into her own hands.  She discovered an ally in 

Vasily Semyonovich and the pair determined to rescue Boroda - the dog who 

she adopted and who had adopted her.  

Along the way they come up against Mitya the Exterminator, a dog 

exterminator seemingly determined to rid the town of stray dogs. Mitya though, 

has his own story which develops and is skillfully woven throughout that of the 

rescue attempt. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this gentle tale of one person's fight for what 

she believes in. 

 

Magdalena Vidgen 

This book grabbed me from the beginning - possibly because I grew up in 

a post-communist country and had a good reference point. From the very first 

page the book reminded me of "Master and Margarita" by M. Bulgakov - with 

all the idiosyncrasies, the absurdity of Soviet life and the satirical portrait of 

corrupt authorities. 

Galina Petrovna sets out on a mission to free her dog and save it from the fate of 

a typical stray. In this valiant quest she is joined by her oldest friend and her 

even older cousin, who in the good old days had powerful connections and 

authority of unnamed, but feared organisation. They travel through Moscow, 

like Dante in his Inferno - from levels of the almighty burocracy, through the 

night club, where all three get completely drunk and where, surprisingly, they 

meet with the "saviour" of the poor canine, to a prison, where all parties go 

through cathartic revelation and ... everything finishes with a kind of happy 

end. 

I liked it, but the question is if a person without any background knowledge 

could understand and enjoy such an absurd tale. 

 

Cathy Burman 

An amusing, yet at times heart wrenching,  tale of 3 Russian septuagenarians 

who, in spite of leading law abiding, quiet lives, find themselves challenging the 

laws in their efforts to save Galinas three legged dog. Their mission results in 

one of them being imprisoned and the other 2 racing against time to free their 



friend and save Galinas dog, Boroda, from death row.  

A light hearted read, sad, funny, and very enjoyable. Like me, I am 

sure that you will warm to the characters and particularly Boroda who is 

loving, faithful, vulnerable and blameless. I found myself routing for Boroda 

from start to finish. The author transports you effortlessly to Russia where the 

culture and politics are quite different from our own and you feel very much a 

part of it all. 

Very well written by the author, Andrea Bennett. I really enjoyed reading this 

and look forward to reading more of her books 

 

Holly Kilminster  

‘Galina Petrova’s Three Legged Dog Story’ is a delightful, hilarious story 

about a group of elderly Russians who go on a mission to rescue 

Galina’s three-legged dog, Boroda. Quirky, crazy and a joy to read.  

This novel kept me entertained, outraged, tearful and laughing-my-socks-off 

from page one and it didn't let up once. 

It’s a cracking roller-coaster of a story. The mission seems insurmountable at 

times, but you never stop hoping that the pair can pull this off; and they never 

quite stop surprising you either. 

Andrea Bennett manages to achieve a story full to the brim with humour that is 

also full of love, emotion, friendship and hope which is something I wasn't 

necessarily expecting from the offset. 

I found the backdrop of 90’s Russia to be a fascinating setting for a story and 

whilst I struggled a little with the names at points, I soon learnt to love how 

Grigory Mikhailovich was always, ALWAYS referred to as Grigory 

Mikhailovich.  

‘Galina Petrovna’s Three Legged Dog Story’ was a joy to read. It was 

surprising, laugh-out-loud-hilarious touching and emotional. 

http://www.bookaholicconfessions.wordpress.com 

You can follow Holly on Twitter: @BookaholicHolly 

 

Jacki Moorcroft  

Galina Petrovna's adventures with her old friends who are trying to 

save her beloved Boroda from the dog exterminator will have you 



chuckling to yourself long after you have finished reading.  

Galina Petrovna is a member of the Azov House of Culture Elderly Club which 

meets weekly to discuss such topics as vegetable growing and cabbage root fly.  

Galina's companion is her beloved dog Boroda, who unfortunately has only 

three legs.  Mitya the exterminator has his eye on Boroda and so begins an 

amusing tale of hope, despair and friendships which reveal a past and people 

who maybe should have stayed there. 

A thoroughly entertaining read of life in a small Russia town, the characters are 

well rounded and will have you laughing and smiling with each page turn. 

 

 


