
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The Gallery of Vanished Husbands by Natasha 
Solomons 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Sarah Musk  

What an intelligent, interesting, well-

written book.  Set mainly in the 1960s - a 

dynamic time in our history - it is about the 

London art world of that time and also the 

London Jewish community. 

Juliet is a clever, different, individual single 

parent who finds herself trapped between two 

worlds - the ultra traditional world of her 

parents and the modern 1960s art world.  The 

book is all about how she navigates her way 

between the two worlds while trying to make 

a fulfilling life for herself and her ambitions.  I 

found Juliet to be an admirable central 

character - I loved her gutsiness and her 

daring to be her own person against the 

background of extreme disapproval and 

condemnation in her family.  

Natasha Solomons writes beautifully 

and I really liked her descriptions of London 

and California - both in interesting transitional stages in their history.  I would 

recommend this book to anyone who loves strong, clever central 

female characters.  Juliet is a heroine for her times for daring to be different.  

I also liked her a lot which is a sign of a skilled writer in producing such a 

sympathetic character in their book. 

 

Edel Waugh - www.edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/ 

Art could be more than just beautiful, it could let someone express 



themselves completely.  

This story is set in England over many years and the main character of the 

story is a woman called Juliet Montague. Juliet is a mother and wife although 

her husband has now vanished and has left her in an uncertain position and 

surrounded by her tightly knit Jewish community. I felt incredibly sorry for 

Juliet, she is trying to get through a difficult time with people talking behind her 

back as she tries to raise and protect her children and yet not lose herself 

amongst everything that is happening. Reading the book I felt almost 

claustrophobic sometimes, Juliet was stuck in a place in her life where she could 

not move on and you often feel her helplessness. During all this  she finds solace 

in an unexpected place and this would give her comfort and joy throughout her 

life .Juliet's act of rebellion was a shining moment in the book where we really 

see Juliet the woman, her guts and gumption , and this made her a terrific 

heroine and very inspiring. I recommend this to everyone who likes a 

book with a bit of a mystery. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Juliet Montague is a thirty year old Jewish wife, and mother of two children, 

Leonard and Frieda.  

On her birthday, she decides to buy a refrigerator, but fate has other plans for 

her.  Instead, she meets Charlie, a painter who paints Juliet’s portrait. This is 

just the beginning of a whole new chapter of her life, with her husband George 

disappearing and her job at her father’s factory boring her, the painting opens 

doors she wouldn't have thought of. 

With a great cast of unusual characters and a story that meanders 

dreamily, like a slow flowing stream on a warm summers day, you can't 

help but be caught up in the magic of this lovely novel.  It also for me 

had Max, someone to sigh and fall in love with, like Heathcliff, just perfect. 

 

Joanne Nuttie 

This book intrigued me, it's nothing like I've ever read before, but 

from the start I wanted to know more. 

The characters were described in an excellent manner and I loved Lionel and 

could picture him completely with his little round specs.  The main character 

Juliet as described in the book lived up to her name, carefree and spontaneous. 

Her love for the art and in particular portraits came through very well... In fact 



made me want to have someone paint me.  

Over all this was a fairly quick read, very well written with a great flowing 

storyline, would recommend as a great holiday read. 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

A beautifully written tale of art, Judaism, family and relationships 

set in 1950’s and 1960’s London.  

Ordinarily, I would not have read this book; mixing as it does two things I know 

nothing about – art and the Jewish culture. I adored this book and 

savoured every word. Natasha Solomons writes beautifully and I was 

transported to 1950’s London to share the awakening of Juliet as she opened a 

gallery in Bayswater. The contrasts between her life as the Jewish mother of 2 

small children and the wife of an errant husband, and the muse of the up and 

coming modern art scene were really interesting. Juliet’s struggles to fit into 

both worlds were delightful to explore, as were the reactions of those around 

her from her traditionalist parents, her young children, to the bohemian artists. 

The search for Juliet’s missing husband and the trip to America were an 

interesting addition to the story. My only criticism is that the ending seemed a 

little hurried, with 2 small chapters covering 2 decades of Juliet’s story. 

 

Jane Brown  

Beautifully written book set in the art world of the 1960s and an unconventional 

abandoned Jewish lady finds love and a new life.  

Natasha writes beautifully and has great observational skills. She has a great 

skill for the characters she writes about. 

I really enjoyed this book. I had not come across this author before 

and was so glad I have now found a great new author. 

The main character Juliet was not what I thought she would be for the time this 

story is written.  An Orthodox Jew and expected to be the wife and act 

accordingly in the 60s. Juliet is not like this and with art she takes a different 

strand in her life. This was a great time of opportunity and for women.  

This as well only some 20 years since World War Two and The Holocaust- the 

author does mention the post war issues many Jewish people experienced. 

Although mentioned it is well researched. We know a great deal of The 

Holocaust but not necessarily the terrible after effects. 



Art leads Juliet to Max, and she lives the bohemian life, but her husband is still 

missing and she cannot divorce. 

It is also a quest to find the husband that has disappeared and the journey to the 

States and the surprising ending. 

I will now seek out the authors previous books. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey 

Juliet once had a portrait of herself but when her husband disappeared so did 

the portrait.  All she wants is a replacement but having this commissioned 

changes her life forever.  

Juliet Montague was in an unfortunate position, she is a single mother but as 

her husband had disappeared, she was neither a widow nor a divorcee. In 

1950’s Jewish society she didn’t have any status except as a scandal. 

On her 30th birthday she went up to London to buy a refrigerator. She had been 

saving for this for a long time. However on her way to the shops she passes an 

artist spreading out his pictures on the pavement.  

She asks him to do a portrait of her as she once had a portrait of herself but 

when her husband disappeared so did the portrait. 

The artist agrees after some persuasion and whilst working on the portrait he 

realises that Juliet has an eye for art and symmetry. He asks her help him and 

some of his fellow struggling artists to set up a gallery. 

She does and scandalises her parents and the Jewish community even more. 

She tries to be true to herself and her upbringing but they do come into conflict. 

She finds out that her husband may be in America so she takes her children to 

find him. I cannot tell any more as this would spoil the book. 

I really liked this book and became totally involved within it. There 

are moments of sadness and moments of fun, but overall it is a well 

told story of survival and love. 

  

Joan Sidwell 

‘The Gallery of Vanished Husbands’ tells the story of Juliet, a young woman in 

1960s London who decides to make changes to her life after her husband 

disappears leaving her alone with her two children to look after.  This is a 



fairly gentle and at times very humorous book, Juliet is an unusual 

heroine for her time and through her eyes we discover a new world completely 

different from anything she has experienced before and during her very strict 

Jewish wartime and post-war upbringing.  There are wonderful descriptions of 

Jewish day to day life, Juliet’s parents are central characters in the book, as are 

her two children, Frieda and Leonard.   

 Through a chance encounter and a love of paintings Juliet becomes involved in 

the post war art world.  The people she meets and the relationships she forms, 

both romantic and otherwise, are the centre of the book, punctuated throughout 

by portraits of Juliet by each of the artists she meets throughout her life. 

 You don’t have to be an art lover to enjoy this book, Natasha Solomons paints a 

very colourful picture of the years after the war when people were struggling 

with the changes of modern post-war Britain and their lives as they knew them 

were becoming very different, particularly in Jewish society.   

 I felt that reading this book was also a learning experience.  The details of a 

Jewish upbringing are extremely interesting and enjoyable, the 

narrative flows well and doesn’t lose its pace, keeping the warm and 

humorous pace throughout. 

 

Jayne Burton  

Was looking forward to reading this and thoroughly enjoyed it. I 

read it in one go as really needed to find out what happened in her 

life.  Really felt for Juliet with all her trials and tribulations and was anxious to 

try and help her along the way. I am so pleased she chose the path she did.  It 

was so well written it felt like a true story. I could almost smell the linseed oil on 

Max’s clothes.   Excellent choice and highly recommended. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

If you love women's fiction, and enjoy a bit of romance then this 

could be the book for you. Not too taxing on the brain it would make 

an excellent beach read.  

On reading the title of this book I thought that this would be a light thriller or 

mystery but while Juliet's husband does indeed vanish under mysterious 

circumstances, this is more a tale of romance and all the more complicated by 

the fact that the lady in question is married, and the man she has fallen in love 

with is not her husband but an artist with a bohemian lifestyle.  



I enjoyed the book, but found that it tended to drag in parts. The character of 

Juliet was not as fleshed out as I would have liked, and I found that by the end 

of the book, I still didn't understand her or where she was coming from. At times 

I was tempted to cast the book to one side and pick up something with a faster 

pace, but I stuck in there and I'm glad I did. Although flat in places it was lifted 

by some subtle humour. 

I enjoyed the book, but it didn't 'wow' me. 

 

Glenda Worth 

An unusual book which begins each chapter with details of a painting. The story 

begins with Juliet, a Jewish mum who instead of buying a new fridge 

commissions a portrait instead. This in turn leads to several more portraits of 

herself being painted and she becomes immersed in the art community along 

with her children. The story weaves it way along with Juliet’s family and 

friends playing a big part. The book covers several years of her life and 

discusses the problems women used to face in the Jewish community as a non 

conformist. A warm novel which is a gentle read but keeps you 

wanting to read more. 

 

Judith Cooper 

The book is set in a Conservative Jewish community in the 1960's. Juliet's 

husband disappears and as Jewish men can only divorce women at this 

particular time she is unable to marry again.  She has 2 small children and lives 

her life in limbo until she meets an artist who paints her portrait.   This becomes 

one of several portraits she has painted and each chapter in the book is named 

after one of those portraits and details Juliet's life at that time. 

Thus begins a journey for Juliet, during which she eventually becomes the 

owner of an art gallery herself.  However she knows that her emotional journey 

will not be complete until she finds her missing husband. 

I found this book a lovely read, slow moving at times but none the 

less a very well written and thought provoking novel that I would 

recommend to others. 

 

Kate Thacker 

This book is a treasure!! From the very first page I was in it, had already caused 



a giggle and a quirky vibe which I loved. It’s a book about a journey of a lady 

who doesn’t think she fits in anywhere and then how one decision leads to the 

next and to the next and so on until she’s in a whole new world. But does she fit 

in here either? 

The main character Juliet is warm, puzzled, confident yet shy at the same time. 

What’s lead her to where she is, is explored but where she is going is what we 

want to know more and more with each page and it’s never quite what you 

expect!! 

I enjoyed this book and its one I think I’ll cherish. I can’t say exactly why it just 

hit a chord with me and that’s fab. 

Natasha Solomon does emotion but giggling laugh out loud humour 

too, great book!! 

 

Clare Turner 

This is the story of Juliet Montague, married at 18 to an intriguing Hungarian, 

who deserts her and their two children, and of how she travels from being a 

deserted wife in a restrictive Jewish community, refusing to be defined by her 

status, to being an independent and successful woman.  

Her journey starts on her thirtieth birthday in 1958, when she goes out to buy a 

fridge and somehow commissions a portrait of herself instead. From then on, 

helped by the artists she meets and using her own rather unexpected gift of 

spotting talent -  what she calls the “real thing” - she progresses by intriguing 

twists and turns. And at the final stage of her life she owns the very smart and 

influential Wednesday’s Gallery in Bayswater, is in demand as an art 

consultant and lives surrounded by portraits of herself, many by the young 

artists she represented. 

There are two distinct streams running through this book, both of which are not 

only essential to the unfolding of events but enriching to the reader’s experience.  

Firstly there is Juliet’s Jewishness, which defines, restricts and strengthens her. 

And secondly, it touches on many aspects of the art world. 

The book is skillfully written and although an easy read, it really 

repays slower and more reflective reading. The characters are well 

drawn and entertaining, especially Juliet’s family, and she herself is 

never dull! 

 



 

Julie Collins 

An interesting portrait of Jewish life spanning generations and continents. 

Juliet's story, whilst not always a happy one, will resonate with 

anyone who has ever felt like an outsider.  

An interesting portrait of Jewish life spanning generations and continents. 

Juliet's story, whilst not always a happy one, will resonate with anyone who 

has ever felt like an outsider. 

Juliet is from a traditional Jewish family. When her husband disappears her life 

takes on a different direction. She leaves the family business against the wishes 

of her parents and becomes part of the sixties art scene in London, but will she 

fit in there? Solomons traces Juliet's journey from a suddenly single mother 

aged 30 to a grandmother. Over the forty or so years during which the story 

takes place, the reader will see many changes in Juliet's character from the 

changing relationships with her children, to her new friends, to her feelings for 

her missing husband however one thing that remains constant throughout is 

her determination to do what she wants to do rather than what is expected of 

her and it is this that makes her such a refreshing character. 

 


