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Carol Peace  

A 5* read that had me gripped from the 

first word to the last.  

The Merrison family Justine, Alex and 

their daughter Ellen are leaving London 

and going to live in Devon where Justine 

who has recently left her job is going to do 

absolutely nothing and she can't wait. 

They settle in and Ellen starts at her new 

school but she seems to be preocupied 

with an assignment for the English 

department.  Justine so wants to read the 

story and she does get a small glimpse of 

it and is a bit shocked at what she sees. 

Ellen seems very upset one evening and 

Justine finds out that Ellen gave her coat 

to her friend George but he has now been 

expelled for stealing it. The injustice of 

this sends Justine to the school to try and 

sort it out but she is told that there is no 

George at school and no one has been expelled. They tell her that Ellen is 

aborbed in the story she is writing and maybe she is mistaken. About this time 

Justine is getting anonymous phone calls from someone who thinks she is 

someone else and they get more insistant that they know who she is. Things 

couldn’t be worse since their move or could it? What is the significance of the 

little mint green door, Who is this mysterious george? is he real or fiction?  

I was gripped until the very end and found myself changing my 

mind about what was fact and fiction this is a great book and I 

would thoroghly recommend it. 

 



Sophia Ufton  

Read it now, this book was incredible. Words alone are not enough.  

Justine thought she knew who she was but a stranger started to tell her things 

that even she didn't know. She lives in Devon and after her past she plans to do 

as little as possible. Not long after the move Justine's daughter Ellen starts to 

withdraw when her best friend George is unfairly expelled from school. 

Anonymous calls start with threats...... What's going on? What will happen? 

 

Emma Smith  

Justine and her family move to a new house in the countryside. Ellen, her 

daughter, is set an assignment to write a story and she devotes most of her time 

to writing it. She writes a murder mystery set in their new house and names one 

of the characters after herself. Ellen's best friend George has been expelled from 

school which makes her very upset, but when Justine confronts the school it 

appears that George doesn't exist. Justine is also receiving threatening phone 

calls, making three mysteries that need solving. 

The book alternates between Justine's life and Ellen's story which gives variety 

to the book without confusing things. It took a little longer than I expected to 

really get into the story but it soon picked up pace and threw in some 

revelations to get you hooked.  

I never really connected with Justine as a character and her odd way of 

thinking. The two children, Ellen and George were the stars of this book. Both 14 

and very articulate; their story was the most interesting. George is a lovely 

mature teenager if a little odd at times. Whether he exists or not I will leave you 

to discover yourself. Ellen's assignment really drew me in. I could visualise it 

more vividly than the rest of the book and Justine's experiences. It was her 

murder mystery that I wanted to solve, rather than identifying who was 

making the threatening phone calls. 

The book is cleverly written. A story within a story and a mystery 

within a mystery. You're never really sure when the twists are 

coming or what is actually real. 

https://gingerbookblog.wordpress.com/ 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

A huge welcome back to Sophie Hannah, who is the top first-class British 

https://gingerbookblog.wordpress.com/


psychological thriller author that I am most proud of.  What if I was to tell all 

you thriller reading fans that ‘A Game for All the Family’ is one of the 

coolest psychological novels, that you can feel the buzz of the twistiest plots 

and that it is a must, a big yes for thriller reading fans to buy this standalone 

novel. Sophie Hannah the queen psychological thrillers has published a different 

type of a chilling novel this time round with this story having a literary puzzle 

set to unlock the dark side of the mind. 

A strange family. Justine Merrison a TV executive living the high-life in London 

moves to Devon with her opera singer husband and their teenage daughter 

Ellen. Strange thoughts occur to Justine as she was particularly looking 

forward to telling the hardworking people in Devon that she did nothing, not a 

single thing. 

Alex the opera singer husband was a rubbish practical joker he points out to a 

house in 8 Panama Row joking that this was their home. With a voice in 

Justine's head the strangest thing happen to her about the house in 8 Panama 

Row. 

At their new home in Devon house Ellen writes a murder story for her creative 

writing school homework. Ellen has a new best friend George Donbavand but 

he got unfairly expelled from school. Ellen's mother makes a visit to Ellen's 

school to get the teachers to reconsider the expelling of George. Shocked Justine 

is told that no boy by the name of George Donbavand is at Beaconwood school.  

Justine becomes concerned about the family's safety as Justine is receiving 

threatening telephone calls from a lunatic woman whose voice she doesn't 

recognize.  

Everything comes nicely together in this creation of one of the most 

extraordinary novels by Sophie Hannah.   

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Margaret Freeman  

An extraordinary and weird book.  

Whilst I didn't love this book it filled my mind and made me think – and I like 

that about a book. It has a cleverly complicated plot, with stories within stories. 

It’s about the truth – just who is telling the truth, and just who is who they 

purport to be? 

From the start I had my doubts about Justine. Was she an unreliable narrator? 

http://www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com/


Could I believe her story, told in the third person but revealing what was going 

through her mind? Or was her daughter Ellen right when she told her mother 

that she was a ‘nutter‘? That sense of distrust pervaded my reading.  

As well as the anonymous phone calls, and the question about George’s 

existence, Justine is also puzzled by the story that Ellen is writing about a 

strange family who had lived in their house in the past and a murder that had 

taken place there. Where did Ellen get this story, is it based on fact? Ellen simply 

won’t tell her. Are the phone calls connected to this story and to George? 

It is described as a ‘chilling ‘ novel, but I didn't find it spine tingling, or scary, 

because it came over to me as artificial, and contrived. It’s also long-winded 

and mostly completely unbelievable, which made it lose any sense of tension or 

suspense.  By the time I got to the end I still couldn't decide whether Ellen was 

right – is Justine a nutter and an unreliable narrator, or not? 

http://www.booksplease.org/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-family-by-sophie-

hannah/ 

 

Stephanie Harding 

Justine moves to Devon to escape a disastrous career and just when all should 

be peace and light, her daughter seems to have formed a close relationship with 

a boy that others deny exists and then she starts to get threatening phone calls 

from someone who is mistaking her for someone else. But how do they know 

what job she did, where she worked and where she now lives ? 

I have read previous books by Sophie Hannah so was expecting a page turner – 

which is what this turned out to be. She is spot on with keeping you 

guessing and including so many twists and turns to make sure that 

you aren’t able to see whats coming. You won’t guess the ending in a 

million years ! 

 

Janet Gilliard 

Don't start this book if you don't have time to finish it in one go. It 

grabs you from the start and doesn't let go. This is a psychological 

thriller. Justine moves with her daughter from London to Devon. - then 

anonymous phone calls start....I really enjoyed this book. 

 

 

http://www.booksplease.org/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-family-by-sophie-hannah/
http://www.booksplease.org/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-family-by-sophie-hannah/


Elisabeth Thomas 

 A Game For All The Family is a standalone spine chilling novel 

which will send shivers through anyone who reads it.  

Justine is escaping the rat race that is the world of television and having bought 

a picturesque house in Devon on the River Dart, she hopes that her and her 

opera singer husband will have a peaceful trouble free existence bringing up her 

teenage daughter, Ellen.  

However, almost as soon as Justine and her family move into the property, the 

phone calls begin – the anonymous caller seems to think that she is someone 

that she is not. 

Ellen also begins to withdraw into herself with her mysterious new friend 

George – Justine’s life is not working out how she expected it to.  As things take 

a more sinister turn, Justine begins to question who she really is and who are 

the people around her? Is anyone who they actually say they are? 

A Game For All The Family is a standalone spine chilling novel which will send 

shivers through anyone who reads it. 

The book is made up of 2 separate stories weaving in and out of each other. This 

was enough to keep me gripped from beginning to end. 

As this was the first Sophie Hannah booked that I had read (apart from a book 

in the Quick Reads series that she wrote) – I am now a fan and with be 

definitely looking read her previous (and future) novels. 

www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com  

 

Cleo Bannister  

A book to plunge into, wonder which direction it's taking and then 

come up for air - amazed!  

This is a stand-alone book from Sophie Hannah, a woman who creates stories 

using the most unlikely, but not unbelievable, disturbances of the mind.  

On the way to their new home in Devon, the Merrison family; Justine, Alex and 

Ellen spot a house that resonates inside Justine for no apparent meaning. 

Justine has just left the world of TV drama and is determined to spend her days 

doing nothing.  Ellen is enrolled into a quirky private school and Alex will 

continue to sing in Operas around the world. 

At first the move out of London to Devon proves successful, but then Ellen 

http://www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com/


becomes withdrawn and secretive and working exclusively on her writing 

assignment, the subject matter of which makes Justine nervous. And then... 

everything begins to unravel with anonymous phone calls, missing boys and the 

lines blur between fact and fiction. 

This book had me totally confused but in an enthralled way. It is a puzzle where 

you have to decide who and what to believe and the author does a good job of 

making that path as murky as possible with each possible scenario being 

equally unlikely. 

This is a book where I went with the flow! I was slightly concerned when I got 

half-way through and was absolutely loving the ride but still had absolutely no 

idea what was going on, let alone where the solution to the puzzle was hiding. 

Be warned this book is populated by the most untrustworthy bunch of 

characters that you are ever likely to meet. 

https://cleopatralovesbooks.wordpress.com/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-

family-sophie-hannah/  

 

Caroline Mathews  

Not for me, I'm afraid - disappointingly far-fetched and not a book I 

would recommend.  

I should probably preface this review by saying that I've read a couple of Sophie 

Hannah's books in the past and quite enjoyed them. 

This one started off OK - a family leaving London to live in South Devon, excited 

about their new life, and an interesting 'deja vu' moment for the mother with 

regards to a random house she spots from the road. 

Unfortunately, for me it was downhill all the way after the start.  The actions 

and behaviour of the characters were so far-fetched, and the storyline so 

increasingly unbelievable, that I found myself actually laughing out loud with 

incredulity at some points.   It was so far removed from reality that it almost 

read like a farce (the final 30 or so pages in particular). 

The characters themselves were utterly unlikeable - from the self-obsessed 

Justine and her ineffectual and one-dimensional opera singer husband, to their 

incredibly rude and precocious daughter, Ellen (never have I wanted to teach a 

fictional character some good manners more). 

I've given it two stars as I just about managed to make my way to the end, 

although I admit to skim reading the last 100 pages. 

https://cleopatralovesbooks.wordpress.com/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-family-sophie-hannah/
https://cleopatralovesbooks.wordpress.com/2015/06/18/a-game-for-all-the-family-sophie-hannah/


Overall, a disappointing read. 

 

Jillian McFrederick  

An intriguing tale about lies, obsession,  storytelling,  and 

psychological games which affect two families in a most unusual way. 

Confusing at times, as reality mixes with fantasy, the reader can struggle to 

keep a grip on the storyline but as the revealing tale of a murder is unveiled 

they will have to keep reading to find out what happens. Fiction within fiction is 

an odd combination, but despite this I found the story strangely 

compelling. A good read for those who like to be challenged 

psychologically. 

 

Fiona Rothery 

I have always been a fan of Sophie Hannah novels so was eager to 

read this one.  I found the novel to be a compelling and unusual 

psychological plot which held my interest with its twists and turns until 

the last few chapters, when unfortunately my interest started to 

wane due to the long and tedious conclusion. 

The novel is about Justine Merrison who leaves her stressful city job and moves 

her husband and daughter to a new home in Devon where she plans to do 

‘nothing’.  Justine sees a red brick 1930’s semi-detached house on the journey to 

Devon which has a powerful effect on her, and this is the beginning of a strange 

sequence of events that cause her life and plans for total relaxation to spiral out 

of control.  Justine’s daughter starts to write a story at her new school and this 

story, combined with threatening phone calls to their new home, entwine to 

create a mystery which has you questioning what is true and what is make-

believe. 

I really like Sophie Hannah’s style of writing and the psychological elements of 

the plots in her novels, but I prefer her earlier books.  Since her introduction of 

psychological mysteries surrounding families I find her novels, as I did this one, 

to have intensely complex storylines.  I felt disappointed in the conclusion of this 

novel after such a mysterious and chilling build up. 

 

Edel Waugh 

I have previously read a book by Sophie Hannah so I was familiar 



with how good a writer she is and this just confirmed that for me. 

From the beginning the story was very eerie and it quickly became quite 

disturbing. When a family moves to a new house they start to receive 

threatening phone calls and the majority of the hate is directed at the mother 

Justine. These menacing calls continue and the police are no help so Justine 

starts her own investigations . Then a mysterious boy that her daughter is going 

to school with is expelled for stealing her daughter Ellen's coat but the school 

deny he ever existed, he was also wrongly accused. There is so much mystery in 

this story and it is all linked making the situation more complex and dangerous.  

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

 

Lisa Lamb 

I have read and thoroughly enjoyed a few of the Culver Valley Series 

by the same author so was really looking forward to reading this. 

Unfortunately, I really struggled with this book. 

I found the innumerable different threads too hard to follow, around half way 

through the book I had absolutely no idea what was going and found myself re-

reading the previous pages to see if perhaps I had missed some clues along the 

way. I found the story too far fetched and disappointingly had to give up just 

over half way through. 

 

Liz Lyons  

Sophie Hannah is back! I have always loved her books but I felt she lost her way 

a little with the last couple - but she's back to her old self with this plot twisting 

latest offering.  

Sophie Hannah is back to her menacingly psychological best. The plot 

centres around Justine who has recently moved to Devon with her husband Alex 

and daughter Ellen. 

All seems fine until Justine starts to receive threatening phone calls. Ellen starts 

to write a bizarre story of murder as a school assignment. Then Ellen 

announces that her best friend George has been expelled from school - but the 

school denies his existence. 

At times the various themes do distract the reader - but hang on in 

there - the finale promises not to disappoint . 

 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com/


Katie Wright  

A real marmite book - love it or hate it. Unfortunately it was too 

unbelievable for me.  

Two stories are interwoven in this new thriller from Sophie Hannah. Justine 

Merrison and her family leave London for a quiet life in the country but a 

fixation on a house they passed on the way to Devon and a threatening caller 

begin to build a mystery.  Justine's daughter Ellen has written a story for school 

but it seems too realistic to be purely made up. The two stories begin to link as 

the novel progresses. 

Whilst this book was intriguing to begin with, I found it too far-fetched and it 

just gets more and more ridiculous as the story goes on. Also all the characters 

are really unlikeable so I really didn't care what happened to them and it was a 

struggle to get to the end. Overall it is a well constructed idea but in 

practice it was just too strange and unbelievable for me. 


