
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The Girl In The Photograph by Kate Riordan 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Celia Cohen  

A haunting book that will stay 

with you long after you have 

finished reading it.  

What a wonderful book. I couldn't 

put it down until I found out what 

had happened to Elizabeth, Isobel 

and Alice. Excellently written, the 

book drew you into the lives of the 

characters until you felt you were 

there with them. Definitely a 

must-read. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Wasn't sure this was a book for me.  

Having read it in one weekend, I am 

so very glad I did not let my usual 

dismissing of 'period' stories put me 

off.  

This is an extremely well 

written, credible and absorbing story.  Each time I was forced to prise 

myself away from it, I was left with a sense that the characters were real and I 

could not wait to get back to see how their lives were unfolding. 

Flowing to and fro, between the summer of 1936 and 1898, we follow the 

apparently disconnected lives of Alice and Elizabeth.  The former, an 

academically intelligent and ambitious young lady living with her parents in 

London and bringing an income into the home upon which the family are 

dependent, disgraces herself by falling pregnant to a man full of promises to 

divorce his wife, and doesn’t.  The latter is wife to a wealthy landowner, who is 



in total emotional conflict as she struggles to give her husband the son of his 

dreams.  Isabel is the only survivor of several attempts but Elizabeth is once 

again pregnant, will this be the boy to redeem her marriage and life? 

Their separate worlds coincide when Alice is sent away to give birth to her child 

before returning to give it away to an orphanage.  She is sent to Fiercombe 

Manor by her distant and angered mother, a house built by Elizabeth's husband 

and which became the home adored by her. 

Alice finds her temporary world is haunted by a sense of being watched.  Of 

sensing things are not as they may appear.  The housekeeper, Mrs Jelphs is at 

times overly protective and then abrupt and dismissive.  What is the story that 

so troubles the house, the housekeeper and whatever happened to Elizabeth and 

Isabel? 

A haunting tragedy that is totally fantastic. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

I loved this book, it gripped me from the first page to the last. 

I loved reading this book it gripped me from the first page to the last. The 

writing was easy and flowing. I liked the characters, the two women Alice and 

Elizabeth both strong women, especially Elizabeth who stood up to her husband 

the way she did which was not the norm in those days. I loved this book so much 

that I e-mailed the author to tell her how much I enjoyed it. Kate Riordan has 

got another fan in me, I hope she writes another book soon. 

 

Linda Hill  

'The Girl in the Photograph' is a wonderful story to immerse yourself 

in and while away a cold winter's afternoon.  

I've been avoiding stories with parallel plots as I feel they have been done to 

death. 'The Girl in the Photograph' is so beautifully crafted with proper chunks 

of narrative allocated to both Alice and Elizabeth that I am completely won 

over. There is a completeness to the way Kate Riordan writes making the 

changes between Alice's first person narrative and Elizabeth's third seamless 

and natural. 

This is an enchanting read. Kate Riordan draws in the reader so that they are 

as spellbound by Fiercombe as Alice. The characters are believable and 

touching, making their reader care about their lives as the events of Alice's 



pregnancy echo and the events of Elizabeth's past. There is a clever exploration 

of human emotion and relationships from passion and love to fear and despair.  

Kate Riordan's writing is skillful and evocative. Parts of 'The Girl in the 

Photograph' put me in mind of Thomas Hardy in the character of Ruck and Mrs 

Jelphs, of the Bronte’s with Jane Eyre's incarceration in the red room being 

recalled by Elizabeth's treatment by her husband and Alice's experiences in her 

bedroom and of the eeriness of Daphne Du Maurier. 

 

Sarah Jones 

A haunting story of two women under unbearable strain from the social 

conventions of different centuries. Right from the start there is a powerful 

sense of unease that permeates through the story and the two time 

lines that entwine. The story weaves between Alice in the 1930s and 

Elizabeth in the 1890s.  

Alice is sent to Fiercombe Manor to be under the care of Mrs Jelphs who hints at 

a tragedy decades before. There is local gossip that the surrounding valley is 

haunted. Slowly Alice discovers more about Elizabeth and starts to identify with 

her situation and piece together what happened to her. The tension builds 

slowly to the inevitable tragedy. It made me reflect on how differently women 

like Alice and Elizabeth would be treated today. I read most of this book in 

one sitting. I felt I had to find out what had happened to Elizabeth and 

whether Alice would repeat the tragedy. 

 

Judith Waring 

A very atmospheric book, the author’s writing is very descriptive, 

clean and concise and the plot immediately wraps itself insidiously 

around you and draws you in and the dark undertones of the story 

resonate and hint at sadness and the echo of ghosts flutter everywhere from 

Alice’s arrival at the old manor house. 

It is so easy to imagine the settings, the surroundings, the people and the 

feelings that flow through the pages and you understand and feel the emotions 

of both the main females, Alice and Elizabeth, and their lives that make the 

novel. And as you read you realise that the title of the novel could refer to any of 

three different characters who could be ‘the girl in the photograph’ of the title, 

not just one person, and each one features strongly. 

I loved how the book switches from one era to another per chapter and this 



keeps you abreast of each female’s tale and it keeps each one as important as the 

other. I wondered how the novel would end and if the echoes of the past would 

repeat themselves and taint Alice’s new life. 

A lovely book to read and one that did definitely haunt me for quite some time 

after I’d finished it. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

I have not read any Kate Riordan novels before. I really enjoyed ‘The Girl in the 

Photograph’. The novel is set in 1933 in an isolated Gloucestershire house. It is 

the story of Alice Eveleigh sent to Fiercombe Manor in disgrace. 

I really enjoyed this novel and read it over a weekend, and did not 

want the book to end. I really recommend this book and anyone who enjoys 

Kate Morton would enjoy this book. 

 

Katie Hoare 

‘The Girl in the Photograph’ by Kate Riordan is a beautifully written book about 

two women, Alice and Elizabeth, whose stories are intertwined and brought 

together by one property, Fiercombe Manor. The story is partly told directly 

through Alice’ voice in what is 1930’s England, when she becomes pregnant by a 

married man. Her mother sends her to Gloucestershire and Fiercombe Manor to 

save the shame of having an illegitimate grandchild, and gives the housekeeper, 

Mrs Jelphs a cover story. Alice becomes interested in photographs of another 

woman, Elizabeth, who lived a few decades before, and member of the family 

who ones the Manor. Elizabeth’s story is told by the narrator. 

The beginning of the story is quite taunt and gives you a hint that not 

everything is as it seems, and that there are ghosts left behind, and questions to 

answer in Alice’s stay at the property. The reader is given a sense that both 

women are unique characters and not totally treated fairly by men, and you are 

made to feel sensitively towards each of them. 

If you loved Rebecca Du Maurier’s ‘Rebecca’ you will love this 

enchanting and captivating story. 

  

Jennifer Rainbow 

This mesmerising story draws you in. The scenes are so vivid that 

you feel like you're witnessing them and that you are being told 



secrets that will haunt you even after you've turned the final page.  

I loved this book! The style is so exquisite and so vivid that I felt as though I was 

witnessing each event as it happened. At times it made me nostalgic for 

childhood summer days and other times reminded me of a good gothic novel. I 

felt as though I was Alice's confidante and she was telling me these haunting 

secrets, the suspense carried me through until the last page, not an aggressive 

suspense like that of a thriller but a mesmerising pull that grips you until you 

reach the final page. By then you feel that you know these people and feel for 

them even after you've closed the book.  

This book was such a pleasure to read, now one of my favourites, and I can't 

wait to read more by Kate Riordan. I might even give this another read- once its 

grip has faded a little. 

 

Helen  

 ‘The Girl in the Photograph’ is an exciting, atmospheric novel.   

It tells the story of Alice who arrives at Fiercombe Manor in the summer of 

1933.  While living there she finds out more about Elizabeth, a previous lady of 

the manor.  I'm not sure I agree that Elizabeth's life "eerily mirrors" Alice's as 

stated on the back of the book, although there is one obvious similarity between 

them. 

I did find it a slightly slow read as the build-up to the action was a bit too long. 

Also one particular section near the end with her mother was hard to believe 

and didn't quite ring true. 

Overall I did enjoy this novel.  The description of the house and the 

valley was very vivid and there was a definite sense of foreboding 

throughout the book.  I was left with the feeling that the tragedy of the past 

had been healed by Alice and the events of that summer. 

 

Helen Clark  

An evocative and intriguing story full of ephemeral beings floating 

between the 1890s and the 1930s.  The link is eerie and the two are 

connected through the centuries.  

The link is eerie – a pregnant mother from the 19th century and an unmarried 

pregnant girl, sent to Fiercombe Manor in disgrace, to hide and give birth.  The 

two are connected through the centuries, but will the tragedies implied in the 



past affect Alice Eveleigh, sent there by her mother in 1936 so she does not bring 

dishonour to her family? 

Kate Riordan richly describes the intensity of Alice’s feelings as she strives to 

find out about the previous lady of the manor, Elizabeth Stanton.  Her secrets 

are guarded by the housekeeper, Mrs Jelphs, yet Alice is drawn to the manor 

and its occupants.  A sense of foreboding overcomes Alice as she comes to term 

with her confinement and the feeling of being watched is insinuated throughout 

this atmospheric tale – but by whom?  Secrets and tragedy emerge, but can 

Alice live her own life and not become a shadow of the fated Elizabeth? 

Social history from the l9th century is reflected in the Victorian attitudes to 

mental illness in parallel with the shame of an unmarried pregnant woman in 

the 1930s. Two lives intertwined through the centuries, but with very different 

endings. 

Writing in the style of Kate Morton, Riordan embraces the senses, emotions and 

the unknown.  A book of intertwined journeys with an ending that was 

somehow just too neat and tidy. 

 

Janet Monks  

A gothic styled novel featuring two women divided by time, but 

whose lives are inextricably linked to each other by two summers in 

1932 and 1898.  

The title of this novel is ‘The Girl in the Photograph’, but there are many 

photographs of significance in this novel.  

Alice, leaves London and her cold mother and powerless father, in shame. She is 

an only child, who performed well in school and then 'got a good job.' However, 

she is forced to leave London, and goes to Fiercombe Manor - a place haunted 

by memories past. It is the 1930s, and England is changing. 

Elizabeth, on the other hand, is in a Victorian England which is trying to 

understand medicine, psychology and oddly photography.  

Not a normal genre for me, I enjoyed Kate O'Riordan's first novel - the language 

was rich - at times reminiscent of Henry James ‘Turn of the Screw’ in its gothic 

haunting aura and at other of du Maurier's ‘Rebecca’.  

Photographs are a theme throughout, with people revealing their importance 

during the course of the book. It is the final photo that I believe is the Girl 

mentioned in the photo - which adds a little bit of horror to this novel. I almost 



wanted to change this ending, but understood why it needed to happen! 

There is hope for Alice though, she is strong - and the beautiful countryside to 

which she has escaped gradually unveils itself as somewhere truly wonderful. 

There is romance, history and sadness in this novel, something to 

really curl up with in early 2015. 

 

Nikki Whitmore  

A slow burner.  

I wasn't sure about this book at first and it took me a while to get into it. 

However, I felt the story picked up pace as the lives of the two main characters - 

Elizabeth in 1898 and Alice in 1932 - gradually intertwined as the past slowly 

came to focus in the present. It's not so much a period piece as a mystery and 

one that some unexpected and thought-provoking twists. It wasn't what I 

expected but I was pleasantly surprised by what I read. 

 

Kate Thacker 

I enjoyed this book very much. It’s an eerie read, emotive and brilliantly 

descriptive to make you be in the scenes with the characters and the land 

around them. It’s a story of two women in two different times but following 

similar paths or did they? It sucked me in from the mysterious first page 

until I had to find out the ending for both these two woman. 

I’ve never read Kate’s books before and so was nicely surprised by a new author 

I’ll want to read more of. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo 

A great read for anyone who likes books which build slowly and 

create an eerie atmosphere. The story is set in an isolated house in a deep 

valley in Gloucestershire, where Alice, the main character, has been sent in 

disgrace to await the birth of her child. She gradually becomes aware of events 

that took place 40 years earlier, and tries to discover what happened to 

Elizabeth Stanton, who lived there at that time. 

The author conveys a sense of foreboding throughout, and you want to keep 

reading to find out what will happen to Alice and what did happen to Elizabeth. 

I enjoyed the book very much- it held my interest throughout and I felt very 



satisfied when I finally got to the end. 

 

Suzanne Bellingham 

This novel is a mixture of genres, including hints of mystery, romance and 

just a dash of the Gothic, a page turner until the very end with an 

eerie conclusion that is both beautiful and haunting.  

The novel is split into two parts which run alongside each other in an 

interesting composition. This allows us to watch the mystery unravel in a 

unique way as we watch one women, haunted by the ghost of the other, descend 

into an obsession as she works to unearth information about the women who 

lived and died, in the house she has been boarded off too by her mother. 

The tales interest in relationships and the harsh judgements that women often 

place on their daughters, makes the novel a great read for both the mother and 

the daughter. This novel is well worth reading and I would recommend it to 

anyone who loves a sentimental yet still exciting story.  

 

Kathryn Whitfield  

Fantastic book, beautifully written, I was transported back in time 

and didn't want to leave.  

Fantastic, emotional evocative read. Loved the story, the characters and the 

history included. 

About past and present lives in the 1930's and 1890's intertwined.  Alice is sent 

away to Fiercombe Manor and learns of secrets and hauntings of the past. 

An absolutely fantastic book that had me hooked from the very first page and 

every chapter tells a story as the book unfolds. I was intrigued from start to 

finish.  

Having never read anything by Kate Riordan before I will be looking to read 

more by here in the future.  

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a young woman called Alice who is unmarried and 

pregnant at a time when this was very much frowned upon, her family send her 

away to have the baby to a place called Fiercombe Manor and this is where the 

story gets interesting. While here she learns about the previous people who lived 



here and her interest lies in one of them particularly, Elizabeth. The past still 

feels very much alive here and both these women's lives have similarities that 

makes Alice all the more curious about Elizabeth. There is a ghostly feel to this 

book, an eeriness that comes soon after Alice comes to the Manor, it keeps you 

interested and on the edge of your seat even if you are not quite sure why you 

feel the unease.  

I recommend this book for anyone who likes a slightly tense read where you are 

never quite sure where the story is going to go or how it all will end. This book 

does not give up its secrets easily and if you liked the Daphne Du 

Maurier book ‘Rebecca’ then you should check this out.  

I received this book from the lovely people over at Lovereading.co.uk. 

This book is published now and available to buy through the link below or from 

all other good bookstores.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Tracey Poulter 

This atmospheric novel is set in the 1930’s when Alice, a young woman pregnant 

by a married man, is sent to Fiercombe Manor fort the duration of her 

pregnancy. The Manor is an eerie place with a mysterious past. Alice finds 

herself drawn to echoes of Elizabeth Stanton who lived there in the 1890’s. The 

novel moves between the two eras, and we learn about the two women, their 

pregnancies and parallels in their lives. 

I found this novel strangely compelling although I was much more interested in 

Elizabeth and felt that the sections about her time at the Manor, learned from 

her diaries, drew me in much more than those about Alice. I was a little 

disappointed in how Alice’s story was resolved as, in the end, it was rather 

quickly pulled together and I felt that the relationship between her and Tom 

could have been explored further. The book is beautifully written and 

keeps the reader engaged until the end. I feel sure that fans of 

Daphne du Maurier would enjoy this book. 

 

 

  

  

  



 


