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Gavin Dimmock  

A gripping story about Roy, 
an old con man, as he 
swindles little old Betty. 

But Roy isn't the only liar in town.  

I hate to ruin your enjoyment and 
anticipation of this novel but, in 
the interests of honesty and 
fairness, I must tell you 
something; this book is 
fabulous. 

Roy is an aged con man about to 
pull his last trick on unsuspecting 
Betty and take every penny she 
has. But who is Roy? And how has 
he become the person he is today? 

Roy’s past unfolds as the story 
develops and we learn of the 
incidents that shaped Roy into the 
wily old fraudster he has become. 
At the same time as Roy’s past 
becomes clearer, his plan to fleece 

widower Betty unfolds. 

Poor unsuspecting Betty. Poor unsuspecting Roy. 

This is a cracking read from debut novelist Nicholas Searle. His writing is crisp, 
his characters believable and the thrilling plot rattles along. Searle drops you 
right into a variety of timeframes as he brings Roy and a cast of characters 
vividly to life. The dialogue is neat and tidy, not too fussy and cluttered, the 
main characters are well defined and, in many cases, quite easy to dislike. Then 
like. Then dislike again. 

I knew from an early stage that not everything was quite as it seems in this 
book and the desire to find out all about Roy meant I devoured this book in just 



a few days. For me, this was a real “page turner” and the cause of several late 
nights. 

This is a great read and I have already recommended it highly to my 
friends and family. 

https://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com   

You can follow Gavin on Twitter: @Gav_The_Bantam 

 

Susan Pledger  

Fantastic Read. Loved it.  

This is a brilliant book. Could not put it down. Well written and I found it quite 
emotional. I really felt for Betty. Loved it. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

It's stilted and slow at first but the denouement is really good.  

The final third of this book was really good. The earlier parts I’d considered 
giving up on. It strongly reminded me of so-so mysteries written in the late 
1970s-early 1980s. 

The central character, Roy, is not meant to be sympathetic, and indeed, he isn’t. 
His online dating victim, Betty, probably is but she seems too insubstantial and 
twee to be more than a foil to Roy. We are aware there is some kind of scam 
taking place and also that Betty is operating one of her own. We learn that Roy 
has been quite a seedy, shady character during the 1980s and 1960s but it is not 
until we pass the 1950s (with an over-emphasised graphic death scene) that we 
can finally reach the really interesting part of the book. 

Whereas the previous past episodes have seemed staged and lifeless, life in 
Germany in the 1930s is conveyed in a realistic, urgent way and the story flows 
swiftly. This part is really gripping and I would certainly choose something else 
by the same author if it were more like this part. 

 

Robin Little  

This is a fascinating tale where we learn about how a man can be 
shaped by his past. Roy Courtnay has the manner of an English gentleman 
but has a complicated background and he is a good liar.  

 



We soon learn that Roy is not a man to be trusted and cares only about himself. 
A cruel con man who is a good liar with quick thinking and a chequered history. 

The book is clever and beautifully written. The book starts in the present but we 
start to learn about Roy’s past and we begin to understand him.  Although he 
has an old body his mind is still sharp and he has managed to use internet 
dating to sink his hooks into Betty, a wealthy widow.   

This is a fascinating tale where we learn about how a man can be shaped by his 
past and demonstrates the way all of us are vulnerable to smart and plausible 
con artists who might not be all they seem. Great intriguing characters 
and a believable plot. 

 

Janet Monks  

An elderly con man takes on his final conquest, having met Betty 
online.  

Ron is old now, a professional conman he comes to an English town having met 
Betty - and takes on his final task. The book flashes back in time, giving the 
reader an insight into the circumstances that have made Ron what he is today. 
This book is an absolute must read for 2016, I'm not even sure what genre it 
should belong in. Wonderfully written, at times painful to read - with me 
actually shouting 'no' out loud. There are so many different stories in Ron's life - 
and I can't say anything else without giving it all away. Wow! Read it! 

 

Sue Broom  

What starts out as one story turns into something quite different - a 
surprise, but a good one.  

Plotting is everything in this novel and the care that has gone into its 
development makes it impossible to describe without spoiling it for everyone.  
What starts out as one story turns into something quite different - a surprise, 
but a good one. Little hints along the way had me wondering how it would turn 
out and I wasn’t disappointed. 

What on earth can I say about it? The blurb describes it as a psychological 
thriller and that is just what it is. With realistic characters, clever dialogue and 
good pace (after a slightly slow start), the story shifts between decades and 
between the actions and the inner thoughts of the main players and kept my 
interest throughout.  I enjoyed it very much and wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend you read it. A debut novel from this author and I’ll be on the 
lookout for his next. 

 



Suzanne Beney  

A gripping story where I was constantly trying to decipher fact from 
fiction.  

From the first line I was hooked and second guessing what might be fact and 
what was just an elaborate web of lies. 

Nicholas Searle does a brilliant job of both weaving and unraveling the story at 
the same time, so it becomes really difficult to put the book down. I particularly 
enjoyed the reveal at the end, which was done in such a way that you get a sense 
of how someone's past decisions shapes them. 

 

Megan Williams  

I found this novel to be a slow starter, the protagonist Roy is a slippery 
character that I found hard to work out and engage with. However I began to 
realise this was exactly as the author, Nicholas Searle intended, and as I 
progressed through the book I found I was compelled to read on as I tried to get 
a better grip of who and what was this good liar Roy. The novel spans many 
decades and so the reader is constantly dipping into the past as we’re given a 
glimpse into Roy’s history, but even as we begin to pull the pieces of the puzzle 
together when the truth of the matter is finally revealed it was totally 
unexpected. Since the book states it’s going to lie to the reader, then I already 
knew there would be a twist to the tale however I wouldn’t have guessed the 
magnitude of this twist nor the journey on which the author had taken us. 
Searle has written a clever novel that will not fail to surprise and 
delight the reader in the darkest of ways. 

 

Nicola Cooper 

Loved this book.   I was instantly drawn in to the characters and felt it was well 
written.  I could sense from the start that Betty might be "one step ahead of Roy" 
and certainly appeared more intelligent.  They went quickly from meeting at an 
online date to living a routine life of doom and gloom and Roy appeared to be a 
bit of a depressing character happy with his mundane existence.  The book 
reverted regularly to Roy's past keeping it interesting, and then back to the 
present day and life with Betty.  As the book went on I disliked Roy more and 
more and he appeared to be a bit of a sociopath with no empathy for anyone.  
At one point I was confused by two of the characters but all was revealed with a 
suitable twist.  My sort of book and would definitely read more from 
this author.  Highly recommended, couldn’t put it down! 

 

 



Catherine Hogwood  

A story of concealing identities and just how far some people will go 
to look after themselves.  

This book follows Roy as a main character and his life. You soon learn all is not 
as it seems when it comes to Roy's intentions towards Betty, a retired academic 
who he meets through online dating.  

Without giving much away Roy is hiding a dark, mean past. You see his 
character develop from a frustrated teenager to the elderly gentleman Betty is 
living with.  

Don't understand how far some people will go to conceal as well as discover the 
truth. A twisted tale that leaves you guessing until the end.  

A good read, although at times I found it fairly unbelievable. 

 

Victoria Emerson  

‘The Good Liar’ is a suspenseful tale about an aged conman named 
Roy trying to pull off his last swindle.  

I have to be honest.  It took me a long time to get into ‘The Good Liar’.  There 
were a number of times (around half way through the book) that I put this book 
down and nearly didn't pick it back up again.  Fortunately I did, and when I 
finished reading the book I actually enjoyed it. 

The story is very well written, but for me personally, it didn’t grab me. 

 

Stephanie Harding 

The story of an elderly con man, Roy, who needs to pull off one more ‘job’ ( i.e. 
relieving a naïve widow of her life savings) before he can afford to retire and 
lead a quiet life.  Betty, his last victim, is such easy meat and completely taken in 
by his charm. 

Slowly you get to know about his past and what he has done to survive. He has 
no morals, no conscience, no compassion, in fact nothing to make him any sort 
of likeable character. He uses people for his own ends and, after they have 
served their purpose, moves on without a thought for his victims. 

I struggled with getting into the story as Roy was so unlikeable. And it isn’t until 
about two thirds through the book that things take a very different and sinister 
turn to what you had expected.  



I can honestly say that the last part of the book had me up late, 
desperate to find out what happened. The ending was, for me, 
unexpected. The story was extremely well written and did pull me in (albeit a 
bit late) and kept me hooked until the end. I thoroughly enjoyed it! 

A great read from an Author that I will be keeping my eye out for in future.  

 

Ian Harvey-Brown  

Like a neatly wrapped parcel, the story gradually unravels its secrets chapter 
by intriguing chapter until, towards the end, the reader has no choice but to 
stop whatever else is happening in their lives and read to the end. The story 
starts in the present. We meet Roy Courtney, clearly in his declining years but 
with a lot of history behind him.  He’s also very clearly not a pleasant man. 
Gradually, travelling back into his past, we learn more and more about him as 
if we’ve been invited into his memory for a look-see. And, as we delve ever 
deeper, we begin to understand what really makes him ‘tick’. Not only that. We 
begin also to understand the present, the gathering storm that is about to burst 
upon him. Only towards the final chapters do we fully comprehend how things 
will end.  

I loved this book. I thought it was very well written and superbly researched. 
Like a well-oiled machine, this book confidently delivered on its 
promise, leaving the reader to ponder the quirks of human nature, 
the driving forces that compel us to do what we do. I shall certainly be 
keeping an eye on any future books by the author. 

You can follow Ian on Twitter: @IanHarveyBrown 

 

Ann Quintilla 

The book begins with an elderly Roy preparing to meet Estelle whom he has 
contacted on an Internet dating site. He suspects she isn’t really called Estelle 
and he is right – her name is Betty. Roy has an agenda – to fleece Betty of her 
money.  

It is difficult to review the plot without giving the game away but the novel goes 
back in time and slowly the reader begins to understand exactly who these two 
characters are. I found it satisfying that Roy was eventually hoist by his own 
petard and discovered that someone he trusted was not so trustworthy after all. 

The book is superbly written and the plot so well crafted. It contains 
many loose threads but they are all neatly tied at the end of the novel. 
This debut novel is well worth reading and I shall be looking out for the author’s 
next novel.       



 

 

Neil Williams  

A well told story with an unexpected and well-structured twist.  

Roy is an aged con-man looking to make his last big profit.  

He identifies Betty through online dating and so begins a story of Roy's life told 
alternately in the present and heading gradually back in time through his life 
and what has brought him to be the man we see here. 

A great debut novel, I enjoyed the structure and felt that the conclusion was not 
overtly telegraphed in advance. 

The story examines the beauty and horror of the human psyche and the impact 
that we can all have on each other, and that we can never truly escape our own 
history. 

 

Fiona Rothery 

I was excited to read ‘The Good Liar’ as I find the subject an interesting concept 
but this novel was unfortunately for me easy to put down. The novel is 
about Roy who lies constantly throughout his life for his own ends. Told from 
his present situation it goes back into his past.  I felt this central character was 
cold and calculating but lacked the necessary charm I think he would have 
needed to carry out his life of deception and seduction. This basic contrast of 
personality, unfortunately, made it difficult for me to become fully engrossed in 
the story. 

 

Carina Barnett  

People with pasts that catch up with them and a cast of characters 
who will keep you guessing until the end. Clever writing which will 
slowly draw you in.  

This is a deceptive book, reflecting the lives of the main protagonists. Nobody is 
quite what they seem and they have dark secrets which are only revealed piece 
by piece. We meet an ageing conman, coldly willing to cheat someone out of her 
life savings and, even as we gasp at his callousness, we realise that there must 
be a story behind his actions. This is a book with varying twists and turns but 
things become clearer, and more deadly for all that, as the full extent of Roy`s 
past is revealed. There are no characters here that I warmed to but this is a 
story of survival and cunning, dating back to the concentration camps in WW2 



when those were the traits you would have needed to get you through another 
day. 


