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Lesley Mumbray-Williams 

I was delighted to be invited to read Tony 

Parson's new Max Wolfe title ahead of 

publication.  I really enjoyed DC Wolfe's 

previous outings and this one was a treat, 

albeit a sinister and scary one. 

How should we feel about those who take 

the law into their own hands?  Would we 

feel differently if a close friend or relative 

had been a victim of violent crime? 

Somebody, or perhaps a group of 

somebodies, is murdering people involved 

in past crimes and Max Wolfe is part of a 

team trying to prevent further murders.  

The victims seem almost random: a taxi 

driver, a man involved in a road accident, 

a young thief... 

Max finds himself all too close to the investigation as graphic evidence appears 

online but author Tony Parson's handles the plot with breath taking skill and 

conjures a surprising denouement worthy of the best of Jeffrey Deaver's roller 

coaster plot twists. 

This is a brilliant and compelling read, frightening and thoroughly 

enjoyable.  Highly recommended! 

 



 

Janet Gilliard 

The fact that I received this yesterday and have finished it today shows how 

much I enjoyed this book. The 3rd Max Wolfe book grabbed me from the 

opening sentence and didn't let go until the last page. The Hanging 

Club are vigilantes administering justice. A hit and run driver, a people 

trafficker and a junkie who kills a war veteran are targeted. Part of the story is 

the search through the hidden London underneath the streets of modern 

London. A must read. By far the best Max Wolfe novel.  

 

Anne Rhodes 

A “must read” book ….the sort you won't want to put down! 

DC Max Wolfe, as human as you or I, can empathise with those who feel a need 

to seek revenge – but at the same time he knows that to do so makes everyone as 

bad as each other. A fast-paced book, moving rapidly from one execution to 

another – each portrayed in vivid detail on-line! 

Through the hot days of summer Max continues his investigations, on several 

occasions putting his own life at risk and incidentally learning a lot about the 

history of the era of the hangman. 

There comes a point where The Hanging Club decide he is too close to them, and 

he also becomes one of their potential victims… 

You will find yourself agreeing with them every now and then – even though 

you know revenge is wrong. There will be many times when you catch your 

breath and whisper “Be careful!” 

What is justice? What is revenge? What is retribution? These 

questions will pop in and out of your thoughts as you read – you 

may change your mind along the way – but you will be spell-bound 

from the first page to the last! 

 

Alan Brown  

A thriller with a conscience. An excellent beginning and a good 

story. Emotional and cerebral.  

The story looks at the role of police in modern multicultural society. A fast paced 

thriller with twists and turns that does not ignore human qualities. 

The relevance of the book is strengthened by the many references to historical 



 

fact in the book's first segment.  

A sentence from the book is 'without fear or favour we protect everyone. 

The 'we' refers to the police. The book analyses this statement from every angle 

and identifies the truth and lies contained therein. 

Previous DC Max Wolfe Thrillers have just been great stories. This one has an 

added dimension. It is not just an adrenaline rush. 

 

Lisa Hall  

Another brilliant instalment in the DC Max Wolfe series - fast paced, 

twisty and very, very addictive. I have enjoyed every book in this series so 

far, but this is far and away the best so far.  

There is a great premise that travels at a cracking pace, enhanced by some 

authentically brilliant characters. I loved the sense of location, and the 

historical angle that followed along with it was one that I found intriguing.  

The ending was unexpected and certainly not one that I managed to figure out! 

An excellent read, I can't wait for the next instalment! 

http://reading-room-with-a-view.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Kerry Bridges  

Another thrilling read; I highly recommend the whole series!  

DC Max Wolfe is back!  Videos are being posted online.  Videos of people being 

hanged.  Then the bodies are turning up at Tyburn.  The trouble is, the people 

who are being hanged aren't very nice people.  There are photos shown of their 

victims.  So Max must find the people who are meting out justice in their own 

way, even though he might be right on their side. 

I do think the Max Wolfe novels are getting better and better; this is the third 

one I have read and certainly my favourite.  I wouldn't say you have to read 

them in order actually, but it is nice to know the back story of Max, Scout and 

Max's colleagues although, as usual, there are also a few brand new faces 

thrown in. 

This is my favourite kind of crime story; one where things are not at all black 

and white and one can have sympathies on all sides.  Who hasn't watched the 

news and thought that sometimes justice doesn't necessarily seem to have been 

done?  The victims in this novel are certainly not very nice people - does that 

http://reading-room-with-a-view.blogspot.co.uk/


 

make it OK to execute them?  And meanwhile, what would you do if something 

happened to one of your own? 

As I say, I do think these novels are getting more enjoyable as they go along.  

There are less of the breathless, short sentences which I think were supposed to 

make the book more thrilling but I actually found distracting, and much more 

thought involved in the back stories and the character development.  This makes 

the book, in my opinion, much more involving and therefore much more 

enjoyable; I will definitely be looking forward to the next instalment in the 

saga... 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

 

Carol Peace  

A great read and one that held my attention from the very first page 

through to the very last. A reading roller coaster. 5*  

This was a great book and the pace just seemed to pick up more and more until 

the final pages when I found that I had been holding my breath.  

DC Max Wolfe is part of an investigation where a man has been hanged and the 

body left elsewhere when he is identified he is a criminal that has had a slap on 

the wrist and the video clip that is posted showing the hanging looks like 

vigilantes have decided to take the law into their own hands. Maybe not 

surprising the public are behind them and this doesn't help the investigation. As 

the bodies pile up, how will they ever catch them when they do everything 

without showing their faces and they can slip into the middle of crowded places 

to dump the bodies? Will they ever get a break and then the  team get a reality 

check and the line between right and wrong is blurred. 

 

Mary Chapman 

I loved the book couldn't put it down it kept my interest the whole way through. 

What I especially liked first there were no wasted words, and no padding out to 

make it more interesting than it needed to be.  The writing just flowed so you 

can read it easily and it was very easy to understand all that was written about 

the investigation, it felt so real. I have been married to a Police Officer who 

served for 30 years and feel the book had a ring of truth about it, it felt 

authentic. The book posed a good question that is it acceptable to kill someone 

who has been found guilty and taken part in horrendous crimes? Police had a 

hard time keeping control of the situation as people in the community were in 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/


 

agreement with what the members of the Hanging Club were doing. Ending 

was totally unexpected, took me completely by surprise and it felt so believable. 

I couldn't believe I hadn't worked it out. 

D C Wolfe was a well written and believable character. I was gripped 

from page one and could have read it in one sitting if I'd have had the time. I 

shall certainly get the other books in the series. 

 

Katherine Stewart  

A gripping story.  

This is the third in the DC Max Wolfe series and is centred around a series of 

hangings, seemingly carried out by a group of anonymous vigilantes.  I had 

read the first book in the series (‘The Murder Bag’), but found this to be a much 

more gripping story.  The plot moved along quickly with some surprises along 

the way and a welcome return to the Black Museum.  Details of DC Max Wolfe's 

personal life - his daughter Scout and their dog, Stan - provide a welcome relief 

to the darkness of the main narrative.  The storyline makes you think about the 

concept of justice and what that means. 

 

Glenda Worth  

‘The Hanging Club’ is one of those books that draws you in and keeps 

you hooked until the very end. People taking the law into their own 

hands and hanging evil men. DI Wolfe is on the case.  

‘The Hanging Club’ is a thrilling book about a group of vigilantes hell bent on 

getting rid of evil men. They do so by hanging them in a secret cavern 

underground. DI Wolfe's job is to find out where they are doing this and stop 

them before they cause too much havoc. As the bodies mount up, Max Wolfe 

discovers the thin line between good and evil and his lust for revenge.  

After coming across the hidden depths of the underground and the secrets 

hidden there DI Wolfe realises he is not so different from those he chases.  

This book was easy to read and kept me gripped until the end, the history of 

Newgate prison and the disused underground stations was interesting reading 

as I had no idea it was under the Old Bailey! 

 

 



 

Judith Sharp  

Fantastic crime series.  A must read together with the first two in the 

series.  DC Max Wolfe should get a promotion to DS after this latest 

exploit.  

This the latest of three novels featuring DC Max Wolfe, doesn't disappoint.   

People who have escaped justice in the eyes of the public are being hanged and it 

is up to the police to find out who is executing them.  This doesn't make them 

popular as they are perceived to be protecting those who don't deserve 

protection. 

Fast moving with good characterisation and interesting information about 

London which made me want to do a tour of the capital and see them for myself. 

A real treat for all crime fans. 

 

Ray Orgill 

There is a well-used saying in the English language, “he could get away with 

murder" and there can be no doubt that many do.  This is the story of several 

who appear to  have done just that but have now run into The Hanging Club, 

which is a group of citizens determined to hand out their idea of a judicial 

hanging without the benefit of a formal trial.  The executions, which are quite 

horrific, are publicised on social networks and many of the public are in 

agreement with them.  During the investigation into these murders, the 

detective in charge, D.C.Max Wolfe, finds grounds to ponder the morals behind 

their illegal actions.  This is not a book for the over-squeamish but it has 

quite a twist at the end. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Parsons is renowned for setting the highest of standard with his fast-paced 

page-turners – ‘The Hanging Club’ does nothing more than maintain that 

reputation.  

A constant theme throughout this latest DC Max Wolfe investigation is to 

challenge which side of the fence you would sit on when those being murdered 

by a serial killing gang are selecting their victims based on them having already 

done time for killing or permanently maiming the innocent.   In Wolfe’s view, no 

one has the right to be ‘judge, jury and executioner’ and so he embarks on 

identifying the murderers despite the majority (largely the entire UK population 



 

based on the general sentiment of the country) sitting on the other side of the 

fence. 

It’s powerful stuff made more so by Parson’s engaging prose and credible, 

identifiable characters. 

Max’s personal life is the only thing that ties ‘The Hanging Club’ to previous DC 

Wolfe’s thriller but as a committed Parson’s fan, it was also great to catch up on 

the lives of Scout, Stan and the to-ings an fro-ings of Smithfield Market, their 

view from their home. 

A British author of thrillers to compete in the Premier League of 

crime writing. 

 

Clare Turner  

A gripping story, atmospheric, thought-provoking and exciting. 

Strongly recommended, especially for Max Wolfe fans!  

This is the third of Tony Parsons’ thrillers featuring the engaging DC Max 

Wolfe; like the earlier ones it is extremely well-written, with a great story line 

and lots of action. 

The setting is London in high summer, and a gang of vigilantes is on the loose, 

taking the law into their own hands by abducting men, brutally hanging them 

and filming their “execution”.  The victims seem pretty despicable: the first had 

been involved in the grooming and abuse of vulnerable girls, the second is a 

wealthy young man who had killed a child in a hit and run, and the third a 

career junkie who mugged elderly pensioners. None of them appear to have 

been adequately punished.  And next is a hate preacher, who has been calling 

for the murder of British troops – but he escapes and then the action really 

ratchets up.  

Wolfe’s DCI is the Senior Investigating Officer on the case, but when tragedy 

hits her own family Wolfe takes the lead – and nearly loses his own life, 

defending the apparently indefensible; as he says “The law is there to protect 

everyone”. But public sympathy seems to be going with the killers. The moral 

questions touched upon are complex, and these considerations certainly add an 

extra dimension to the book. And as before, Parsons’ encyclopaedic knowledge 

of London considerably enhances both the atmosphere and the plot. 

‘The Hanging Club’ may not be great literature – the story line is rather too full 

of coincidences and there is a generous sprinkling of clichés. In particular I 

thought that the love interest was both unnecessary and unbelievable, and the 



 

proposed castration of Wolfe’s little dog a metaphor too far. But we are in the 

hands of a master story-teller. 

 

Linda Birt 

Having read his previous novels I could not wait to start reading about Dc Max 

Wolfe. In this new novel Dc Max Wolfe and his colleagues , are investigating 

vigilante executioners. From the start the pace is thrilling, the people being 

killed are dangerous and criminal. The vigilantes take the law into there own 

hands and the public are on there side. Until events get out of hand. 

I enjoyed reading about DC Wolfe family as the investigations left 

me breathless. I think Tony Parsons will have a lot to live up to in his next 

novel. 

 

Kate Moloney  

‘The Hanging Club’ is a brilliant, tautly written thriller. Graphic, 

dark and suspenseful, it is an excellent installment in the DC Max 

Wolfe series.  

I loved this book. I'm a massive fan of Tony Parsons DC Max Wolfe series and 

I've been eagerly awaiting the 3rd book. The Hanging Club is a superbly written 

thriller, full of dark twists and turns, with a very intriguing premise.  

One of my favourite things about Wolfe as a character is his humanity, and his 

ability to do his job regardless of the circumstances. 

When faced with members of the public being executed by hanging while it is 

being filmed, Wolfe and his team are thrown into the investigation quickly. Who 

are the victims? Why are they being targeted? And just who is hunting them 

down? 

‘The Hanging Club’ is possibly my favourite in the series so far. Parsons 

has a knack for imparting historical knowledge alongside his well known prose, 

and as always, it works perfectly. I enjoy books that make the reader think, and 

with The Hanging Club, Tony Parsons has definitely picqued my interest in this 

period of British History. 

I would recommend this book highly, it's an excellent novel. Fast paced, 

interesting and full of action, it's the perfect combination! 

www.bibliophilebookclub.com 

http://www.bibliophilebookclub.com/


 

 

Melanie Rose  

The next DC Wolfe instalment ...  just gets better  

DC Max Wolfe is back! Videos of people being hanged are being posted online. 

Then the bodies are turning up at Tyburn. The trouble is, the people who are 

being hanged aren't very nice people. Max must find the people who are giving 

out justice in their own way, even though he might be right on their side. Who 

hasn't thought that in some cases justice doesn't necessarily seem to have been 

done? The victims in this novel are certainly not very nice people but does that 

make it OK to execute them?  

This is the third book in the DC Max Wolfe and the personal side of Max's life 

continues alongside the main story. 

 

Daran Bellingham  

A novel that questions your beliefs on in respect of capital punishment.  

If you like novels that make you question things in your head then 

this is for you, vigilantism and capital punishment are the main 

themes of the story.  

A band of vigilante executioners are hanging people who have committed some 

terrible crimes and the DC in this thriller Max Wolfe ends up hunting these 

people who the public in general believe to be heroes, Max also starts to walk a 

fine line between legally right and morally wrong. the book gives you sympathy 

for the vigilantes but also for Max and his trials to catch them. The ending is 

surprising and you become a fence sitter with this. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas 

I was hooked from the very first sentence in the prologue. The tension 

that builds up as Mahmud drives himself and his killer to the death location is 

incredible. The description of the hanging made me feel queasy but by this stage 

I wanted to know how the story would progress. 

The reasons the members of the Hanging Club took the steps they did, seemed to 

them to be reasonable because in their eyes the law had not meted out the justice 

they felt they deserved. But Society has laws for a reason, and ordinary citizens, 

however dissatisfied, cannot take the law into their own hands. While I could 

understand their frustration at not getting what they considered justice, it did 



 

not justify their actions. 

The contrast between the Hanging Club members and the grieving widow 

whose husband had died so senselessly was a brilliant touch by the author. The 

frustrations that Wolfe felt and the constraints he was under showed how 

sometimes even upholders of the law can question the system. 

I have not read the first two books featuring DC Max Wolfe but I will 

be doing now. They are next on my reading list. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Having read another DC Wolfe story before, I looked forward to this one and it 

didn’t disappoint.  With it’s startling prologue of torture and hanging being 

shown live on TV it seemed both topical and scary.  Apparently coming from 

one Alfred Pierrepont UK ‘s account with the hashtag #bring it back, it was an 

unusual way of reporting a murder, soon realised to be a vengeance killing.  

Meanwhile in court DC Wolfe had just experienced feelings of wanting revenge 

after easy sentences were given to three young thugs who had killed an innocent 

family man. 

 Soon he too became involved in what became a series of revenge killings where 

justice had not prevailed, all being shown live. The police and the public found it 

hard not to understand and could almost approve these events. All of the victims 

had not been punished properly for their crimes and that was the link between 

them. With bodies being dumped at various London locations connected with 

the Tyburn hangings long ago and, with the name of  Alfred Pierrepont 

probably the best known hangman of all time being used, we soon became 

involved in history too which made it even more interesting.   Mainly based 

around his colleagues, the rather lonely Max Wolfe and his young daughter met 

up with an old schoolfriend of his and this led to another interesting aspect to 

the story. Was he what he seemed? From known criminals to those who felt they 

were righting wrongs the story was very thought provoking from the start. 

With a number of twists and turns it is a fascinating tale where you 

feel there is a great deal of truth in it – worryingly though it may be.  

I would thoroughly recommend it. 

 

   

 

 



 

   

 


