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George Willmett  

Fast paced thriller set in post war 

Scotland as Douglas Brodie tries to save 

his old friend from the gallows. Many 

challenges and problems await him.  

Shortly after the end of WW2, Douglas 

Brodie gets an unexpected call for help 

from an old childhood friend destined for 

the gallows. Brodie is from a Scottish 

working class family who managed to get 

to University and then joined the police 

force before seeing active service during 

the war. Now trying to make his way as a 

crime writer in London he responds to the 

call for help and heads back to Glasgow 

not knowing the trouble that he is going 

headlong in to.  

Gordon Ferris’ wonderfully descriptive 

text paints a detailed picture of the mean 

streets of post war Glasgow. He shows the harshness of day to day life 

interlaced with the inbuilt humour of the Glasgow people. 

Ferris ticks all the boxes for me as far as crime thrillers are 

concerned. The characters are strong and the plot gripping with 

twists along the way. The fact that this is set post war adds interest also as 

there is no modern day technology to assist and they have to do things the ‘old 

fashioned’ way. 

This is a thoroughly enjoyable and fast paced read. Ferris is definitely another 

Scot to add to the current list of must read crime writers. 

There are more Douglas Brodie tales to follow in this series and I for one am 

looking forward to the next one. 



 

 

Elisabeth Thomas  

An addictive read that kept me hooked to the end.  

It is 1946, Glasgow is preparing to hang convicted child killer Hugh Donavan 

within four weeks. The evidence says that Hugh is guilty but Hugh has asked 

childhood friend Douglas Brodie to look at the evidence as Hugh says there has 

been a miscarriage of justice. 

The last time Douglas Brodie came home it was four years earlier and as a 

soldier and a hero, now he has to face his past and help Hugh. Hugh himself is a 

war hero but because of horrific burns from when he was shot down and 

because of his dependence on pain killing drugs for these injuries, he keeps 

himself to himself. Therefore when a young boy is assaulted and murdered the 

community immediately see Hugh as the culprit – because he is different. 

Can ex-policeman and ex-soldier Brodie, with the help of advocate Samantha 

Campbell prove that Hugh is not guilty of this heinous crime? I liked it as Brodie 

investigates this terrible crime and the violent underworld of post-war Glasgow 

is brought to light. 

I found the book very well written and descriptive, expertly bringing to life how 

hard and horrid life could be in post war Britain for the less well off.    

A very good story and I will be definitely be reading the next books 

in the series. 

Edel Waugh - http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/ 

A Complete Adrenaline Ride!  

We are thrown right into the action as the story opens after a serious crime has 

been committed. Some think that the person who has been accused of the crime 

(Hugh Donovan) is actually innocent. He quickly needs the help of an ex-

soldier/ex -policeman called Douglas Brodie. 

The story is set in 1940's in Glasgow and it was very enjoyable seeing the way 

locals speak, I think Gordon did a great job of making the characters come alive 

in that way. Some of the details of the crimes are a little hard to read about but 

it is written so well you gladly keep reading. It was an edge of the seat plot with 

a lot of travel and the pace really speeds up from midway towards the end. I 

found it great fun trying to figure out how everything was going to come 

together by the end of the book and by the time I got there I was very satisfied. 



If you like a hero who is a bit of a rough diamond then you will really enjoy the 

main character.  

I kindly received this book for review from lovereading.co.uk 

 

Rosemary Williams  

Believable and likeable characters, really enjoyed this book and had 

to buy the next one straight away!  

I thought I’d try this book as I had never heard of or read anything by this 

author before and it sounded a bit different.  I started it shortly after it arrived 

in the post and then couldn’t put it down!  I know a lot of people say that, but the 

story really grabbed me, the characters were believable and likeable and the 

timing being just after the Second World War made a change from the usual 

stories of people getting through the war and life then.  The storyline was good, 

kept you guessing if Hugh was guilty and why he would have committed the 

crime and if not him then who and why.  The dialogue is often written “in 

Scottish” which can be tricky but adds flavour to the feel of the story and made 

me smile as I could “hear” the characters talking in their lovely accents.  I would 

have written this review sooner but I enjoyed this book so much I had to 

immediately buy the next book and continue with Douglas Brodie and his next 

case, I was so engrossed in it that it was a while before I realised I had actually 

finished the first book!  You don’t have to read them in order I’m sure, but I find 

it always helps to understand the characters and of course the main story lines.  

Loved them both and will eagerly look out for others and thoroughly 

recommend Gordon Ferris! 

 

Gill Wilmott  

I don’t usually favour books with accents actually written down, but this book is 

a notable exception.  It wasn’t overdone but the sprinkling of accented speech 

helped greatly to conjure up the atmosphere in post-war Glasgow.  

One got to know the characters quickly and well, in an easy reading style.  The 

only fact that grated with me was the central victim being severely injured 

whilst a tail-gunner, as he was described as being tall and I always thought 

“tail end charlies” had to be the shortest of the crew to fit into the turret.   

I was caught up in the dramatic flow of the book and keen to find out 

the answers.  A great read by an author I shall seek out in the future. 

Brilliant in fact!  



 Teresa O'Halloran  

This is a really exciting thriller. If you like your books full of action, 

adventure and intrigue you need look no further than ‘The Hanging 

Shed’ by Gordon Ferris.  

This is the first book in the Douglas Brodie series set in post-war Scotland, and I 

will definitely be reading the rest of the series.  A powerful read, I had to keep 

turning the pages to find out what was going to happen next. 

 

Susan Andrews  

Glasgow 1946, Brodie is called from London to save his old friend from the 

gallows in 4 weeks time. Can he do it? Does he want to? A real page turner.  

This was sent to me by Lovereading for reviewing and I'm very pleased they 

did. It's set in Glasgow 1946. Brodie is an ex soldier and policeman struggling to 

get back into his civilian life as a reporter. He gets a call from an old school 

friend Hugh, asking for his help. He has been condemned to die in 4 weeks after 

being found guilty of murdering a small boy. Hugh had been hideously 

disfigured from being shot down in a burning plane. 

 

The Glasgow described is a grim, poverty ridden place. The Gorbals is a 

stinking hovel with people living many families to a 'house'. Gangs rule, and the 

police are corrupt. This is also Brodie's old home out of which he managed to 

escape and go to university. 

Brodie, working with Hughs' advocate Samantha Campbell, must search for the 

truth. Does he really believe Hugh is innocent? There is an awful lot of evidence 

that says not. If he is innocent do they have the time to keep Hugh from the 

gallows? 

I really enjoyed the book. It had great atmosphere of the time and I 

read half of it in one afternoon. I have already got the next book in 

the series to read. 

 

Rachel Bridgeman  

I can totally see why this became a word of mouth hit, the story is set 

at a cracking pace, the protagonist believable and the scenery 

superb. A sure fire start to a series!  



 

This is a superb book, by turns suspenseful, tragic, weary and world worn but 

above all original in an increasingly overcrowded crime marketplace. Whereas 

other writers produce pastiches of tried and established characters, in Douglas 

Brodie there's a nuanced characterisation that breathes new life into the 'ex-cop 

with issues' trope and the post World War 2 setting in Scotland gives the story a 

haunting background that reflects Brodie's inner dialogue. Highly 

recommended, will definitely read more by this author. 


