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Sue Broom  

Fewer than 200 pages yet this book 

packs quite a punch.  Carefully 

constructed, it never loses focus on its 

theme. 

The main character Lewis has spent 50 

years yearning for something just beyond 

his reach, just failing to connect with 

others.  He aspires to the freedom and 

adventure he thinks they have.  The book 

charts his life to date and the significant 

incidents when his action or lack of action 

has dashed his hopes.  The return of his 

glamorous old schoolmate Sydney into his 

world brings Lewis the possibility of 

change at last. 

One of the most appealing themes for me 

is the use of the colour yellow which 

features throughout and which Lewis 

senses as the colour of exhilaration and 

excitement on the one hand, on the other security, contentment and hope 

fulfilled.  Golden labradors as smiling, faithful companions, golden lager with a 

whiff of travel to exotic lands, a yellow car to drive so fast you feel you are 

flying.  Effective and memorable. 

There is so much to admire in the writing here, not least a lightness of touch and 

concise expression of emotion.  I loved this beautifully written story and 

cannot recommend it highly enough. 

 

 



Mary Gibson 

‘He Wants’ is a novel about Lewis, a retired RE teacher living in a small village 

in the Midlands who has never achieved what he wanted in life and finds in 

retirement that he still does not get what he wants.  An old school friend 

appears unexpectedly and suddenly Lewis finds his mundane life and trivial 

routines are shaken up and a glimmer of change is possible.  Subtle literary 

references are threaded through this elegant novel and Alison Moore 

has created  a remarkable character in the apparently 

unremarkable Lewis. 

 

Andrea Dean  

In Alison Moore's mini novel we relive the memories of Lewis Sullivan, a very 

ordinary school teacher,  against the back drop of a very ordinary town in the 

Midlands.  

Anne provokes a sense of sorrow and pity for Lewis whom fate had taken by the 

hand and lead him along a rather dull existence.  

He has a second chance at life when an old friend reappears.  

This very thought provoking novella invokes pity and encourages 

the reader to always sieze the moment. 

 

Judith Smith  

A thought provoking and well observed book  

Lewis Sullivan is a very ordinary guy looking back at a his very ordinary life 

and wondering where it all went. A sad, thought provoking story about life, 

dreams and missed opportunities and how a figure from the past and 

unacknowledged secrets can seriously disrupt a comfortable if boring existence.  

The characters are nicely created and sharply observed with an ability to 

'ignore the elephant  in the room'. Flicking between father and son and past and 

present made this a slightly cumbersome read, but worthwhile for the gentle 

hints and subtle twists of the story line. 

 

Sharon Matthews  

A story about a retired man in his early 70’s who meets an old friend 

and what happens. 



The blurb on the back of the book was incorrect in that Lewis was already 

retired and had been for a while. 

Nothing really happened in this book until the very last chapter when 

something did that was completely out of character for Lewis. 

On a positive note, it had some good and varied literature quotes which added 

to the narrative and made the characters more solid.  

It was basically just a story about Lewis going to the pub, going home and 

hating soup.  

I probably missed the point, but not really a book I would recommend. 

 

Alison Layland  

A surprisingly page-turning read with hidden depths.  

Pensioner Lewis Sullivan lives alone, looks back over his life and wonders if 

things could have been different. At first he seems a rather ordinary man 

drifting through a grey life; someone whose failure to achieve his ambitions, 

great or small (the ‘He Wants’… of the title and many chapter headings), is due 

to his own apathy or even weakness – but we gradually came to realise the 

depths of his character and the extent of his father’s domination. 

Yet the novel doesn’t begin with Lewis. An intriguing first chapter introduces the 

enigmatic Sydney. Who is he? What is his connection with the village and those 

who live there? These and many other questions – such as Lewis’s daughter 

Ruth’s connection with Sydney; why Lewis has been banned from his local pub 

– are gradually raised, left hanging and later answered, without fanfare but 

satisfyingly. 

It was this aspect that made the novel such a page-turner for me. I kept wanting 

to know more about these people. This was largely due to the writing – subtle, 

dry humour, a spare style crafted to say so much between the lines, revealing 

anecdotes, skilful interweaving of past memories and the present. Though the 

actual narrative takes place over only one day, I felt I had experienced so much 

more and the characters live on in my imagination. 

Thank you to Lovereading and the publisher Salt for the copy of the book. 

 

 

 



Laura Anne Paton  

For a novella Alison Moore’s new work certainly packs a punch!  

Lewis is a man who never got what he wanted and as his story unfolds we 

become aware that everything he ever enjoyed in life or loved was taken away.  

It is only as a retired widower that his chance for fulfilment comes again when 

an old acquaintance re-appears. 

There is quite a lot of depth in this book for something that is relatively short. I 

think that this is a testament to Ms Moore’s talent as a writer. She managed to 

take me in a direction with her story that I was not expecting. Her poignant tale 

was a pleasure to read. 

The only detriment to my reading experience was the cover of the book. This 

was not in relation to its design but the texture. It has an unpleasant rubbery 

feel and I did not enjoy holding the book at all. 

 

Margaret Freeman - www.booksplease.org 

A bleak tale of a man whose life did not turn out as he expected or 

wanted.  

I think the publisher’s synopsis is a bit misleading. Lewis is not approaching 

retirement - he has already retired. He is looking back over his life and thinking 

about all the things he had wanted/wants/ does not want.  It's a book about 

ageing and unfulfilled expectations. It jumps around mirroring Lewis’ thought 

processes as he remembers his childhood, his parents, his wife, his daughter and 

his friend Sydney. 

‘He Wants’ is a short book (180 pages in the proof copy). Written in the present 

tense, it's a bleak tale of a man whose life did not turn out as he expected or 

wanted. I don't have to like the characters to enjoy reading a book, but despite 

the quality of writing, which is taut and effective in creating an atmosphere of 

unease and emptiness, I couldn't take to this book. Lewis's dissatisfaction with 

his life compared to how had imagined it would be was just too drab and 

unrelenting. 

Lewis had wanted all sorts of fantastic things. The chapter headings indicate the 

things he wanted but never got, or the things he did not want and did get: he did 

not want soup or the sausages, he did not want the boy to be spoiled, he wanted 

to go to the moon, to live in Australia, to be seen, a time machine and a cup of 

tea and so on. 



Sadly, it was not my cup of tea. 

 

Carol Peace  

A deeper look into a unusual life.  

This is a short book but I am afraid I just didnt 'get' it. I sympathised with Lewis 

Sullivan who on nearing his retirement feels that he should have followed a 

more dramatic career and outlook on life. I sympathised that he doesn’t really 

want the soup that his daughter brings every day and that he is fed up of going 

to the second favourite pub and when he see's his life from another persons view 

but I just felt the book was too 'dark' and made me feel 'down'. It is well written 

and I did read to the end but I have to be honest and say it just wasn't for me. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

‘The Lighthouse’ by the same author was brilliant.  I have not 

enjoyed 'He Wants' anywhere near as much.  

I had expected to be moved by the disappointment the lead character, Lewis 

Sullivan, now feels as he reflects on the life he has led.  I'd hoped that his 60 year  

(+) old self  would be able to address his 'what ifs' and 'if onlys' reflections on the 

life he has spent, with a really momentus event(s). 

Instead I grew more and more numb to the monotony of the writing, the very 

slow pace and the lack of any real story.  I did not feel I was being encouraged 

to take part and found myself simply wishing to get to the final page and pick 

up a next book to help me recover. 

I guess, in the book's favour is that Moore did inspire a definite sense of 

dejection when reading of the life of Lewis. 

Now, there is always the chance to dust down my copy of ‘The Lighthouse’. 

 

Alison Burns  

I cannot think of any book I have read which is more misrepresented 

by its back page blurb.  

The back cover of He Wants says that "Lewis...is reaching retirement...and 

wonders for the first time whether he should have chosen a more dramatic 

career". I cannot think of any book I have read which is more misrepresented by 

its blurb. This is the story of Lewis Sullivan, aged 70, and it's told in the present 



day, with reminiscences about his life and some events currently happening in 

his life. 

It is a slim volume in which little happens, which is disappointing. I liked the 

author's writing style and the characters which are introduced are all 

interesting; I would have liked to have known them better, but they really got 

nothing more than introduction. This is a book of loose ends, where you learn 

snippets and are left wanting to know more. Is a sequel planned, is that why it 

feels so incomplete? 

It was a quick read and the "twist", when it came, was no surprise at all. All in 

all, this book left me feeling quite frustrated and unsatisfied. 

 

Judith Curtis  

A compelling, poignant and funny tale about finding the courage to 

live the life of your dreams.  

Alison Moore has written a compelling, poignant and funny tale about having 

the courage to live the life of our dreams. 

“Just do it” is how Lewis would like to live his life.  Instead, in his retirement, 

Lewis looks back with regret at 70 unfulfilled, conservative years.  He has 

always wanted to be more daring, break the rules, experience catastrophes, live 

by the sea, have a different career – but he’s been too uptight to take risks and to 

be himself.  An old classmate he recalls, named Sydney is in stark contrast.  

Sydney has never played by the rules.  Even though he is always either in 

trouble or causing it, Lewis envies Sydney’s adventurous spirit and good looks.   

Their encounter many years later is destined to bring surprises. 

From the very first page, the reader is drawn into the everyday setting and 

atmosphere of the story.  We relate easily to each of the characters and care 

about them.  The pages turn quickly as we anticipate the outcome. 

This is a deceptively quick and easy read which comes with a profound message 

and much to discuss in a reading group.   Live for the moment, feel free to show 

the world who you are and what you want.  Then stop wanting and start doing! 

 

Clare Topping  

Lewis is a retired RE teacher who lives alone since his wife died.  His daughter 

visits regularly, bringing him soup.  His father is living in an old people's home.  

They all live close to where they were born.  They all want something else, 



although none of them seem really sure what. 

‘He Wants’ tells Lewis’ story as he reminisces about events and people past.  Like 

many of us, he almost seems bemused about how he got to this position in life, 

not sure why things turned out the way they did.  It is the story of what happens 

when opportunities don’t present themselves to not be taken and life bumbles 

along. 

This is a well-told story, with a very likeable lead in Lewis.  It isn’t fast paced, 

but then neither is Lewis.  In fact the story is a mirror of Lewis, comfy slippers, 

early nights and tea.  It’s a story that leads in no particular direction with no 

real ending, although there are a few surprises in store for Lewis.   

Although this sounds like a negative review, it isn’t.  I loved this book; it’s 

easy to feel empathy for Lewis and to want him to have excitement in his life.  

It’s an easy, short read, but pulls you in wanting to know where the 

story is going next.   

If you want action and witty dialogue, this isn’t for you, if you like a good read 

and something a bit different then I suggest you give it a go. 

 

Jayne Burton  

I am rather baffled by this book.  

I am rather baffled by this book.  Apart from it being about Lewis Sullivan and 

his family, I really have no idea what the story is and whether there is one or 

not.  Maybe I am just missing the point, but have read it twice and am still no 

better off!  Sorry. 

 

Ruth Carson  

‘He Wants’ by Alison Moore is one of those that is quite difficult to describe but, 

nevertheless, is a good, easy read which could be devoured in one 

afternoon.  I'd definitely recommend it. 

 

 

  

 


