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Joan Hill  

When the beautiful island of Lefkas is 

occupied during World War II, Greek 

resistance fighters defend their 

homeland with courage and honour. 

This is the story of their bravery 

against a ferocious enemy.  

Three teenagers, two boys and a girl, 

meet on Lefkas in the hot summer of 

1938. Peter is from Germany and 

Andreas and Eleni are islanders who 

have been fascinated by the German 

excavations of ancient artefacts on 

their home soil. By the time Peter 

leaves to return home they swear 

everlasting friendship. 

During the war Andreas and Eleni join 

the Andartes, the local resistance 

fighters who oppose first the Italian 

and then the German occupation of 

their island. When Peter, now a German intelligence officer, is sent to Lefkas in 

1943 they find themselves on opposing sides with disastrous results. But will 

friendship influence what happens on this usually tranquil and beautiful island? 

When Anna, Eleni’s granddaughter, meets Dieter, Peter’s grandson in 2013, 

they decide to work together to find out the truth about what happened when 

the three friends met once again in times of war. Anna visits her frail 

grandmother and the exciting and heart-breaking story of wartime Lefkas is 

gradually revealed. 

This is an excellent novel with powerful storytelling and well-crafted 

characters whose proud stories and courage will melt your heart. I 



really enjoyed this evocative and emotional novel and found the 

detail compelling and interesting. 

I would like to thank Lovereading and Headline for my copy of 'Hearts of Stone' 

in return for an honest review. 

You can follow Joan on Twitter: @JoanHill07 

 

Karen McIntosh  

Can friendship survive the horrors of war? A brilliant read spanning 

the War years and the present.  

Three young friends form a bond on the Greek Island of Lefkas just before the 

outbreak of the Second World War. A German archaeological dig brings Peter 

Muller into the lives of Andreas and Eleni and they become firm friends.  Peter 

and his father are called back to Berlin as war looms. Can their friendship 

outlast the horrors of what it to come?  

In the present day Peter's grandson tries to solve an archaeological mystery 

from the pre- war dig, with the help of Eleni's granddaughter. They need the 

memories Eleni holds but has supressed for 70 years.  Will they like what they 

find out or be horrified at the fate of the three friends? 

 

Ann Peet  

Brilliant, exciting, moving story of Greek resistance during WWII.  

I loved this book. 

I have to admit I had heard of Simon Scarrow before reading this but had not 

read any of his books because I thought they were mainly about Roman army 

life and battles. In ‘Hearts of Stone’, however, the main setting is the Greek 

island of Lefkas during WWII and it is a moving, gripping, epic story. In 1938 

three young people meet at an archaeological dig - Peter from Germany and 

two locals, Eleni and Andreas. They become friends and swear to meet again. 

We then see what happens during the war when Peter has to join the German 

army and Eleni and Andreas become involved in the Resistance. I learnt a lot 

about the horrors and suffering endured by the Greek people; the historical 

detail is very well researched and so well portrayed that I was really caught up 

in the drama. 

The war-time story is framed by a modern day narrative where Anna, a history 

teacher and the grand-daughter of Eleni, is contacted by Peter's grandson who 



wants to find out more about the archaeological dig and subsequent events. This 

adds another layer and perspective which works well but doesn't detract from 

the power and intensity of the events during the war. 

A truly moving, exciting and well-written novel. 

 

Emma Barton  

This book tells the story of three childhood friends, one German and 

two Greek, who are reunited during WWII in occupied Greece.  

This is a well-researched book that is mainly set on the occupied Greek island of 

Lefkas during WWII. Peter is familiar with the island after spending some of his 

youth there when his father led an archaeological dig from Germany. Andreas 

and Eleni become friends with the young German and meet once again while 

they are battling on different sides during WWII. 

I enjoyed the human interest part of the story, especially the memoirs of Eleni, 

who tells the story of her fight with the Greek resistance to her granddaughter 

in modern times. However, I found the detail in the lengthy battle scenes quite 

tedious. I also felt the book was quite clichéd in parts and did find myself 

disengaging as the pace of the book slowed down. 

 

Nicola Lowes  

An evocative story of a Greek island in the Second World War 

interlaced with a modern day tale.  

Anna is a young history teacher who is led into researching her grandmother's 

past on a Greek island during the Second World War. Half of the story is 

written in that period and follows a group of friends who are split by war.  

The era is evoked well and the characters are believable. The modern day story 

is interlaced with this and gives some relief from the heavy fighting passages.  I 

don't normally read war stories so was glad of this. 

I enjoyed it and would recommend it to anyone who likes World War Two 

historical novels. 

You can follow Nicola on Twitter:  @njlowes 

 

Sharon Lowe  



A story of World War Two, that has everything that you would be 

looking for that would appeal to of readers of, romance, espionage, 

loyalty, bravery, treachery; everything in just one novel.  

This novel. Has everything in it , a war story about four young people who meet 

before the war starts on a Greek island, about archaeology, the roles the four 

people play in the war, you get the German side, the Greek side, and Nazi side 

as well. The story is told in part by the granddaughter and grandson of the 

main characters, it blends in quite well, and flows really well. All the characters 

are believable as the idea that the author had, it really has got everything in it 

to keep everyone engrossed into the ending 

 

Rebecca Whymark  

A very readable historical novel.  

Having never read anything by this author I wasn't sure what to expect from 

this book. I'm not a huge fan of historical fiction so I wasn't sure to start with 

but I gave it a go and I was not disappointed. The characters are rich and 

engaging giving you a real feeling that you are living and breathing with them. 

I did feel like the parts of the book that were supposed to be present day were 

just thrown in, I felt the story would have been perfectly fine without them. I felt 

drawn into the story of the characters’ lives and the present day sections 

interrupted that a little. On the whole I thought this was an excellent read 

and I will be looking for more like this in the future. 

 

Dana Captainino  

Set mainly on the island of Lefkas the novel initially focuses on the search for 

Odysseus's tomb and the relationships that develop between Peter Muller, the 

son of a German archaeologist and two young islanders Andreas and Eleni.  As 

the threat of conflict mounts the Mullers are recalled to Germany. 

As war ravages Europe we learn the true brutality and horror of life for Greece 

and its islands under the Nazi regime.  There is no fluffiness here.  The events 

are stark and harrowing and many lose their lives.  When Peter returns to 

Lefkas in 1943 - an army officer working to locate the tomb, he is drawn into the 

violence and vicious treatment of the islanders and through a chance encounter 

his relationship with Eleni and Andreas is ripped apart. 

Many years later their descendants meet and Eleni's granddaughter, Anna is 

able to listen to her grandmother's narrative.  As a history teacher she is keen to 



make the stories she tells her class 'real'.  A theme runs through of the reality, 

depth and sacrifices of life then compared to the busyness and shallow content 

of the 21st century with its constant reliance on social media.  Eleni asks Anna 

about her friends - 'How far would they really go to protect their loved ones? Do 

they have any respect for their country? What sacrifice would they make for 

anything that did not involve their selfish interests? Eh? Answer me that 

honestly'. 

A very good read. 

 

Judith Waring 

What can I say? This book is totally gripping right from the start and I 

loved all of it. 

I was surprised by how much I enjoyed reading it as it's not my 'usual' sort of 

book with it being about WWII and the cover had a war scene with soldiers and 

war planes on it so I did wonder whether it was really going to be something I'd 

actually enjoy. 

But the author has very cleverly aimed the book at female readers by having 

two main female characters in it, the granddaughter who plays a pivotal role in 

the unveiling of her grandmother's story and the grandmother who plays a 

major part in the novel. 

I didn't know much at all about the occupation of Greece during WWII so it was 

really interesting to read about a 'new' part of history that had passed me by. 

I was hooked at the beginning of the novel, starting as it does with the 

archaeological dig and the three friends working there together on the site 

before the war interrupts their idyll. 

It then broadens out to cover each of their own separate lives over the next few 

years whilst the war raged across Europe before completing the circle and 

bring them back together again at the end. 

I was never bored reviewing this book, this author writes so well and you race 

through the pages on an roller-coaster ride that is well-rounded and very 

descriptive and it doesn't ever fail you on the emotional human interest level. 

I think the actual story of the hidden tomb is completely fictional (there was 

nothing in the author's end notes to indicate otherwise) but it is so well written 

and I was so engrossed in the possibility that I finished the book wanting it to be 

true. It really is a totally absorbing novel. 



I'm off to Crete in September and I'll go knowing a lot more about the courage 

of the Greeks and how they survived through the ravages of WWII. 

I'll also be looking out for more books by Simon Scarrow to read as this author 

has now been added to my 'favourite author' list. Sometimes you really can't 

judge a book by its cover. 

 

Hannah Ward 

Not having previously read any books about World War Two, I am very glad 

this book came my way. Tahnk you to lovereading for sending me an advanced 

copy. The story is set in 1938 and is about three teenagers Andreas, Eleni and 

Peter. I loved the way the story was set out and it differed from past to present, 

with Eleni telling her granddaughter Anna all about her past. It also has been 

written from each of the teenager’s perspectives and how the war came into 

their lives. I thoroughly enjoyed this book more than I thought I would, I love 

the descriptions of certain things which made it much more of an interesting 

read. Such a powerful, interesting read. Very well researched. Will 

definitely be looking out for more of Simon Scarrow's books. 

http://echoesinanemptyroom.com/2015/05/18/hearts-of-stone-by-simon-

scarrow/ 

 

Sarah Jones 

In ‘Hearts of Stone’ Simon Scarrow shows how the forces of war change people 

and their relationships forever. 

Three young people are drawn together one summer, on the island of Lefkas, 

just before the outbreak of WWII. 

Peter, from Germany, works with his father who is searching for signs of the 

tomb of Odysseus. He forms a friendship with two locals, 

Andreas and Eleni. Away from a Germany gripped by National Socialist 

fervour, he welcomes the slower pace of life on Lefkas andbecomes deeply 

attracted to Eleni. The three youngsters vow to meet again. 

As an avid reader of his Roman novels about Macro and Cato, I was 

keen to see how he would portray a different period of history. I was 

not disappointed. The tension and courage and sacrifice of the characters in 

the Second World War were conveyed poignantly. 

The war time scenes were contrasted with scenes of the older Eleni in the 

http://echoesinanemptyroom.com/2015/05/18/hearts-of-stone-by-simon-scarrow/
http://echoesinanemptyroom.com/2015/05/18/hearts-of-stone-by-simon-scarrow/


present, reliving her war time memories and tragedies with her granddaughter. 

I read the book in one day as I had to find out what happened when Peter, 

Andreas and Eleni met again. 

 

Anne Rhodes 

A “can't put down” book of the best kind! I found myself whispering 

warnings and encouragement to the characters as though they were 

my friends, as I read – can't approve more strongly than that! 

This story is about WWII as it affected the Greek island of Lefkas, its 

inhabitants, and their descendants. 

The action moves from modern days with Anna and her grandmother Eleni, to 

the days of the war and Greek Resistance as it affected Eleni and her friends 

and family. 

Anna learns for the first time about her grandmother's exploits, from both 

Dieter and Eleni. 

The fast flowing action segues beautifully from wartime to modern as each 

chapter unfolds. 

From investigative archaeology to the excitement and terrors of warfare – 

words paint a picture of fear, excitement, emotions (both of the heart and of 

loyalty) and courage. 

War affects different people in different ways – and so it is with Eleni, Peter and 

Andreas, who before the war swore a promise of friendship. A friendship which 

was to create many problems once war was declared. Loyalty to friend and 

country vie with each other as their lives and their hopes for the future are 

affected by what happens. Step by step, day by day, you will follow these three 

and their companions – with your heart in your mouth – as war and its 

dangers develop. 

 

Mary Gibson 

Hearts of Stone by Simon Scarrow is a thrilling historical drama.  It begins in 

the summer of 1939 on the sunkissed, peaceful Greek island of Lefkas.  A 

German archaeological team dig for relics of the ancient Greek legend 

Odysseus.  Three young people become firm friends and vow to reunite in the 

future.  War beckons and the three friends are split up.  Peter, the son of the 

archaeology team leader returns to Germany and joins the army.  Andreas, son 



of the local poet joins the Greek navy as a submariner but Eleni, the beautiful, 

feisty daughter of the island policeman stays and later joins the partisans.  

Flash forward to present day Britain and Anna, granddaughter of Eleni, a 

history teacher struggling to inspire in her students a love of the subject is 

approached by the grandson of Peter, researching for his PhD, the events of 

wartime Lefkas.  Secrets are uncovered, friends become bitter enemies and 

Anna discovers her grandmother was a partisan fighting for freedom alongside 

the love of her life and witness to insane atrocities.  A thrilling and dramatic 

novel with compelling characters. 

 

Karin Gibson 

It's well written and historically correct, well worth a read.  

A story of three friends and how the war changes and affects them both during 

and after the war. A story of love, commitment, war, sacrifice, cruelty and 

atrocity. 

It is an excellent well written story based during the Second World War and 

exposes the effect war has on the occupants of a Greek Island, particularly the 

three people, one of whom is German, who knew each other before the war.  

It is told mostly from the viewpoint of an ageing female resistance fighter as she 

recounts her traumatic exploits to her granddaughter. There is a typical evil SS 

officer but part of the story is also seen from the perspective of a young German 

officer who spent time on the island before the war and who tries to reconcile 

his friendships with his loyalty to the Reich. 

I was gripped by this novel from start to finish. 

 

Cathy Burman 

I have to say that this isn't a book I would normally go for but I am so pleased 

that I did on this occasion. 

 The story revolves around friendships formed on a Greek Isle in the summer 

season in a happy and carefree setting. There are 3 main characters: Peter, 

Andreas and Eleni. They are young people who experience attractions, 

competitiveness and friendly rivalry and who swear to meet again in the future. 

As war is declared they are destined to meet again but in very different 

circumstances. Their stories are told many years later by a grandmother to her 

granddaughter.  



A very powerful novel, shocking and heart wrenching in parts but 

riveting throughout. Patriotism and loyalty to friends conflict with each 

other and emotions become confused. When friends become enemies how do 

they deal with it? The atrocities of war cannot be brushed aside and people 

change, but deep down affections and emotions remain and create a battle of 

their own. 

A very well researched and written book that will keep you guessing 

until the end. Highly recommended. 

 


