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Joan Sidwell 

I am a huge fan of Douglas Kennedy and 

enjoy his books immensely.  His latest 

book is absolutely riveting, a real 

page turner with twists and turns 

and gasp out loud narrative, living 

up to his reputation as a great 

storyteller. 

As usual the main character is female, 

Robin, who is on holiday in Morocco with 

her husband of three years, Paul, a 

professor and part time artist.  Paul had 

spent time in Morocco several years 

before and this is his first visit since that 

time.  A few weeks into their holiday 

Robin makes a shocking discovery about 

Paul and experiencing a huge sense of 

betrayal reacts on the spur of the 

moment.  Paul suddenly disappears and Robin’s reaction to her discovery acts 

as a catalyst for her to become the prime suspect for Paul’s disappearance.  

Robin decides to try and find Paul, starting a nightmare journey from 

Essaouira to Casablanca and ultimately into the Sahara desert and Marrakesh. 

I could not put this book down and, without wanting to give too much away, 

Robin’s journey through Morocco is both mesmerising and terrifying.  Douglas 

Kennedy’s descriptions of the country and its people are full of the heat, colour, 

smells and menace that make it such a fascinating and exciting part of the 

world.  Added to this, his extensive knowledge of the desert, the Berber people 

and the backstreets of North African towns and cities adds real depth and 

emotion to the book. 

Douglas Kennedy has an amazing knack of getting inside a woman’s head and 



writing from her perspective, Robin’s story will stay with you. I thoroughly 

recommend it. 

  

Linda Hill  

'The Heat of Betrayal' lives up to all the other Douglas Kennedy 

books I've read. I couldn't put it down and read it in a day.  

I'm a real lover of Douglas Kennedy's writing so it was with excitement and not 

a little trepidation that I began 'The Heat of Betrayal'. I need not have worried. 

From the opening two sentences, 'First light. And I didn't know where I was any 

more.' I was completely drawn in to the story of Robin and her feckless husband 

as they live out their personal drama in Morocco. The betrayal of the title is 

explored on so many levels, not least our own betrayal of ourselves, so that 

there is something for all readers to relate to. 

Douglas Kennedy excels at writing from the first person perspective of women 

and Robin's voice is clear and strong so that the reader empathises with her 

from the start. 

The writing is so eloquent, with natural dialogue and a pace that grabs the 

reader and pulls them along relentlessly. I found the twists and turns highly 

engaging and exciting. The ending is realistic and satisfying whilst leaving 

questions for the reader to ponder about the truth of their own lives. 

A great joy in reading 'The Heat of Betrayal' is the exquisite description of 

Morocco. Anyone living there or who has travelled in Morocco will instantly 

recognise the scenes Kennedy describes.  

Readers of strong contemporary fiction and thrillers will love it too. 

https://lindasbookbag.wordpress.com/ 

You can follow Linda on Twitter: @Lindahill50Hill 

 

Jane Nicol  

What starts as a romantic trip abroad turns into a nightmare as 

Robin tries to solve the mystery of her disappearing husband. An 

exciting and interesting read.  

What starts as a romantic trip abroad turns into a nightmare as Robin tries to 

solve the mystery of her disappearing husband.  

Douglas Kennedy paints a vivid picture of Morocco and draws you into Robin's 



quest to find her fragile husband. The characters are vivid and believable if not 

always very likeable. 

I would certainly recommend this book. 

 

Carolyn Huckfield  

I stayed up late into the night as I just had to finish this wonderful story. Robyn 

and her husband Paul go for an extended holiday to Morocco during which she 

wants to conceive their first child. When she discovers Paul’s level of deceit it is 

the ultimate betrayal of her dream and there is no going back. However she 

needs to stop him doing anything stupid after she wished him dead in the heat of 

her anger. This leads her into an adventurous road trip dodging police and 

meeting his first wife and daughter as well as the vindictive old friend that both 

helps and hinders her in the search.  

Kennedy writes from a woman’s perspective better than any other 

author I know and the ending of this story is really rather wonderful 

with a touch of the good karma that Robyn has earned through her adventures 

thrown in. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

This is Douglas Kennedy at his very, very, very best.  

Robin is an American accountant who has found love for the first time in her 

near 40 years to her recently married husband, Paul.  Paul is an artist with 

somewhat of a bohemian past and certainly way more laid back in his attitude 

to life than Robin, who has the methodical, organised and disciplined 

personality typically associated with an accountant. 

Yet the marriage appears to work for both parties with their respective 

strengths bringing the capability to contain many of their weaknesses. 

Then it all goes wrong during a ‘gap-month’ from their routine Buffalo US life 

when they head to one of Paul’s old haunting grounds, Morocco.  It is here that 

despite words suggesting Paul is as excited and determined to be a parent as 

Robin, she finds out these are just words.  Actions taken in Paul’s recent past, 

leads Robin to learn of a very different Paul and is so doing, her whole life is 

turned upside down.  The heat of the Sahara oozes from the page as she 

determines to get to the heart of the truth, chasing after her missing husband 

and in turn being chased by those who seem intent to end her life. 



I am so disappointed to have got to the conclusion as I fear my next book I read 

will never live up to The Heat of Betrayal. 

 

Nickey Hawryszczuk  

One word sums up this book........AMAZING! I could not put it down. 

What an incredible author. I will be reading more from him after 

this.  

I don't think a book has got me as emotional as much as this did. I could not put 

it down. A love story and a mystery all rolled into one with so much warmth, 

passion, frustration and heartbreak! Robin and Paul seem like the perfect 

couple apart from the fact that Robin wants to be a Mum. Heartbreak is 

coming! As they set off for an adventure in Morocco Robin has no idea what 

secrets and betrayals lie ahead. I have never read anything by this author 

before but will now be searching through the back catalogue. Highly 

recommend to all. 

 

Fran Woodrow  

A one-sitting book exploring life and relationship issues against the 

heady backdrop of Morocco.  

I really enjoyed this book- a fascinating story of how a happy marriage 

between two very different characters goes wrong. Robin is a steady, sensible 

accountant while her husband Paul is an artist with a bohemian past. They take 

an extended trip to Morocco to relax and try for a family and despite being very 

different characters they appear to have a very happy relationship. However 

things soon break down as secrets are uncovered and Paul disappears leaving 

Robin to cross Morocco in search of husband and answers.  

The tale is told from Robin’s perspective and Kennedy is a master at writing 

from the female point of view. The Moroccan heat and hubbub and the chaos of 

Robin’s mind as her marriage breaks down and she seeks to uncover the truth is 

vividly drawn. As with Kennedy’s other novels there is a strong thread 

exploring the human condition.  The book also covers issues of social prejudices, 

morality and infidelity and asks the question how well do we ever really know 

those who we share our lives with? All in all a really well written, intelligent 

novel. 

Dana Captainino  



Robin's desperate for a child and believes that she will finally get pregnant on 

their long holiday in Morocco.  Paul, a talented painter has lived there years 

earlier and wants to share some of his old haunts. However, when Paul goes 

missing it is Robin who is the key suspect and is forced to flee across the country 

encountering a world of duplicity and dark secrets. 

In Douglas Kennedy's twelfth novel he continues to explore his common themes 

of passion and betrayal and brings in a smattering of characters similar in 

guise to those in earlier novels.  The gay, damaged artist inextricably involved 

in the fate of the central characters has echoes of a more sinister Alistair from 

‘The Moment’. 

Douglas Kennedy is adept at giving the reader a very real flavour of 

wherever he sets his novel and the heat of the journey across 

Morocco parodies the intense heat of the betrayal that Robin finds 

herself in.  Within the first pages we are told that 'Robin knew Paul wasn't 

perfect. But he said they were lucky to have found each other, and she believed it 

was true'.  The reader has to decide whether this is believable.  ‘The Heat of 

Betrayal’  is a novel centred on pain resulting both in bloody irrevocable 

physical damage and more poignantly the terrible emotional pain that comes 

from dishonesty and betrayal of trust also illuminating the carnage that self-

deceit can create.  

 

Caroline Mathews  

I enjoyed the setting of the book, and the descriptive passages really 

evoked North Africa and Morocco.  

The two main protagonists were not very likeable, but the storyline was 

interesting enough in the first half of the book to keep me reading.  I did find 

the action slowed down a bit halfway through, and what was happening 

was not very believable.  (Do people really fall into such a deep sleep, in quite a 

stressful situation and in a strange person's apartment, in the middle of the day, 

that it is impossible to wake them?) 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

A roller-coaster of an adventure about love, trust and ultimately 

survival. 

 



Robin, a level-headed accountant, agrees to spend a month in Morocco with 

Paul, her older, irresponsible artist husband in a bid to reignite his career and 

for her to finally fall pregnant with a much longed for baby. The holiday gets off 

to a great start and then Robin uncovers a serious betrayal by Paul. In the heat 

of the moment she leaves him a note telling him he deserves to die. When Paul 

disappears, having smashed up their hotel room first, Robin is the prime 

suspect with the police. To clear her name, Robin must track Paul down. What 

then begins is a journey through Morocco and Paul's history. 

I loved this book. It is a brilliant page-turner of a thriller and had me 

hooked from the very beginning.  Douglas Kennedy's prose is delightful. I 

could almost feel the heat of the desert and taste the mint tea. I thought the 

underlying themes of trust, betrayal, love and loneliness were expertly mirrored 

by the characters and locations of the story. I can't wait to read more by 

Douglas Kennedy and I am inspired to visit Morocco. 

 

Sharon Wood 

A holiday in Morocco for American couple Robin and her artist husband Paul 

promises much - a chance to relax and hopefully conceive a long yearned for 

child.  But events take a different turn and after Robin receives news involving 

Paul which rocks her world, Paul disappears and so begins a nightmare from 

which Robin has to fight to survive. 

I have read a couple of Douglas Kennedy books before and this one was a 

similarly reasonably entertaining, un-taxing read. At times it felt a bit clunky - 

some awkwardly clumsy conversations and I personally am never keen when a 

male author writes from a female point of view, as was the case with this novel.  

The author's description of Paul's sexual prowess (and Robin's gratitude) for 

example was just jarring and cringe-worthy, and was a bit too evidently 

written by a male for my liking.  I also dislike the liberal use of French phrases - 

what is the point, is the reader supposed to be impressed?  Either write the book 

in French or write it in English. 

However, the book moved along at a good pace, the characters were quite well 

defined (although not necessarily likeable) and there were a couple of twists. 

There were also a couple of no doubt intended surprises which were very easily 

foreseen which let the story down a bit.  

I felt the ending was somewhat inconclusive and therefore a bit unsatisfactory. 

‘The Heat of Betrayal’ would make a good holiday read - something 

you can pick up and put down without needing too much 



concentration, but a literary great it ain't.   

 

Victoria Halliday  

Pacy novel about a missing husband. 

‘The Heat of Betrayal’, by Douglas Kennedy, is a pacy novel about a woman 

trying to find her husband after he walks out on her in Morocco.  After Paul 

finds out that Robin has discovered a secret about the family they are trying to 

create together, he disappears into Morocco.  Robin follows him and the novel 

follows her journey around Morocco as she finds out more about her husband's 

past and the reasons for his behaviour.  A fast moving, plot-driven novel, 

this is an easy and enjoyable read. 

 

Sian Spinney 

Robin is a 40 year old woman who wants a baby, Paul is a 58 year old artist 

who appears to be happy about this.  They are married and, although Paul is 

not good with finances and not the ideal husband, as far as Robin is concerned 

they are committed to each other.  When Paul suggests spending four weeks in 

his old haunt of Essaouira in Morocco, Robin agrees and dreams of getting 

pregnant in the relaxed, hot atmosphere. 

Once in Morocco the adventure begins.  Robin finds herself betrayed and caught 

up in events that she had no previous knowledge of.  She is left to fend for herself 

in an alien country with no friends to turn to. 

I enjoyed this book though I didn't particularly have any real 

feelings for Robin.  Not Douglas Kennedy at his best but a decent 

read that will while away a few hours. 

 

Susan Andrews  

Very good story that keeps you page turning.  

I read the first three of Douglas Kennedy's books many years ago and enjoyed 

them, so was looking forward to reading this book to see if I enjoyed it as much 

as I did the others.  

The story starts in the USA, when an artist, Paul, tells his accountant wife, 

Robin, he has booked tickets to go to Morocco. He is a very unreliable, charming 

older man and is adored by his wife, although knowing he is a spendthrift and 



impulsive, she goes along with it and they go to Morocco. Nearly from the first, 

things start to go wrong. They have an idyllic few weeks with Paul drawing and 

Robin learning French.  She hopes she will conceive a child for which she has 

tried for a long time.  

However, after learning a terrible secret about Paul, he disappears.  

The rest of the story is of her search for Paul all over Morocco trying to dodge 

the police who think she murdered him and finding even more secrets about him 

which devastates her.  Her search takes her to Marrakesh and the edges of the 

Sahara.  

I have been to Morocco and Douglas describes the sounds, heat, dust and the 

souks and people very well.   

I really enjoyed the book and would recommend it. Have to go back 

and read the other books by Douglas Kennedy that I missed! 

 

Mary Chapman 

I wasn't enamoured with this book I have read other books by Douglas Kennedy 

and this wasn't a good one. Storyline almost told you in advance what was 

going to happen and each and every step was sign posted nothing was a 

surprise. Most of the story just wasn't believable the husband was not a good 

character he just didn't ring true. I did finish the book because only that it 

was a review book if I had bought this I would have not finished it, 

the book bored me to death. 

  

Ann Quintilla 

This is a gripping story about betrayal and the determination to 

survive. 

Robin Leuen had been married for 3 years to Paul, the man she had hopelessly 

fallen in love with when he had entered her office to sort out his financial 

affairs. 

Robin was a down-to-earth accountant who had her feet firmly planted on the 

ground until she met this unconventional artist who was 18 years older than 

her. 

Paul wanted to go back to Morocco where he lived and had produced much of 

his best artistic work. Robin hoped and was confident that the pregnancy she so 

wanted would be achieved there. Paul, who had been reticent about fatherhood, 



now seemed happy about it. 

Douglas Kennedy has a great understanding of the female psyche and when 

Robin discovers her husband’s betrayal through a colleague he is able to judge 

her reaction perfectly. He is also able to convey the heat of Morocco and its 

smells and culture. I could feel myself burning under the relentless sun. (I 

holidayed there once and know what it is like.) 

There are many twists and turns in this story that make you want to keep 

turning the pages. 

Is there a happy ending? In one respect, yes, and in another, no. To discover 

that you will have to read the book. Robin never forgets Paul and keeps seeing 

him. She insists she has seen him with her eyes wide open. This book will 

certainly open your eyes but what will you see in it? 

 

Julie Collins  

An increasingly tense novel which transports you to the searing heat 

of Morocco and immerses you in Robin's world as she fights to 

survive in an alien and unforgiving environment.  

Douglas Kennedy has created a backdrop and characters that are so 

convincing, the reader can almost feel the heat of the Sahara as they follow 

Robin and Paul to the holidaymaker's idyll that is Morocco.  

Sun, souks and relaxation create an initial sense of calm and foreboding but it is 

not long before the rug is pulled from under Robin's feet, and her life changes 

beyond all recognition as she finds herself at the centre of a police enquiry.  

Kennedy then immerses the reader in a quest that becomes a fight to survive. 

Robin is swept away from the tourist trappings and off the beaten track where 

she will have to decide who she can trust if she is to live.  

 

  

 

  

  

  

   


