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Sheila Johnson  

This is a crime novel but not the usual 

sort.  It is a real page turner and has a 

different approach that is thought-

provoking.  

There is not a harassed detective trying to 

piece together clues leading to an arrest but 

rather we are presented immediately with the 

murder.  The town of Highbridge is vividly 

described and the characters are portrayed 

with their all their virtues and weaknesses.  

There is quite a bit of both political and social 

commentary which makes this a more 

unusual crime novel and all the more relevant 

as one can more readily identify with the 

situation.   The unusual premise of the book 

supposes that two ex-soldiers try to avenge 

the girl’s murder but also to rid the town of 

the main source of crimes in the area.  Drugs, 

child abuse and the use of guns and knives are 

part of the scene but the story shows how 

these things if allowed to flourish lead to a 

general degradation of an area.  Parents become anxious about their children’s 

safety and communities break up as people leave to seek employment and safer 

environments.   Normally vigilantism is not something to be encouraged but 

this story shows how this town was made safer by people not turning a ‘blind-

eye’ but deciding to take action.   The police seemed powerless to act effectively.  

I could readily imagine this story being turned into a drama for TV and it 

certainly kept me turning the pages. 



 

Haleema Iqbal  

One word. Incredible. This book was unputdownable - purely 

amazing! It’s the kind of book that keeps you wondering what would happen 

next. 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

‘Highbridge’ is the story of one murder and two brothers that are out for 

revenge. Janey took some money out from a cash machine as she was looking 

forward to an evening out with her sister in-law. Returning to her car she felt a 

shove and realised she was being mugged. She was run over. Janey never knew 

her killers. Three years on, nor did anyone else. 

Phil Redmond was the writer for BBC ‘Grange Hill’ that was focused on a school 

and what the kids did on their way to and from and between lessons. It was also 

about community. Phil also was a writer for ‘Brookside’ where characters lived 

with a Scouse accent. In 1996 then Phil was a writer for ‘Hollyoaks’.  

‘Highbridge’ is, once again, a typical Northern Town. I loved watching ‘Grange 

Hill’ and ‘Brookside’ and I was rather Hoping that ‘Highbridge’ had the same 

kind of flair to get hooked into Phil Redmond's novel. But for me personally I 

have to say that I thought this story was going to be good with reading 

the first two pages about Janey Nolan. But after the first two pages I 

found this book very hard to get in to.   
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Catherine Jenkins 

Fans of Phil Redmond's soap ‘Hollyoaks’ will binge-read this in one sitting, 

much as they might binge-watch the author's TV offerings; there's even a dog 

called Roscoe in it, for those who need their regular Channel 4 fix! What I 

enjoyed most about this book was that you can tell Redmond wrote 

it - the pace never relents, fuelled by plenty of insight into the gritty 

underbelly of life 'up North' and the daily battles of existing on a knife edge 

(sometimes literally). The descriptions and cliffhangers have a televisual quality 

to them, too - it is easy to imagine this as a screenplay, and I certainly hope that 

the next installment of families and feuds in ‘Highbridge’ is not too far away! 

 

 



 

Angie Rhodes  

Highbridge a town in the North of England, an ordinary place full of ordinary 

people.  The kind of place, you or I live in, went to school in. 

A place where the drug pushers wait at school gates, a place where an innocent 

girl was jumped, and then run over numerous times, just to make sure she was 

dead. What that parasite didn't count on, was Janey Nolan's brothers, Sean and 

Joey. 

Tired of the scum that walk the streets, wanting to avenge her death, Sean and 

Joey take a different approach, a more, hmm let's say direct approach, but they 

need to do this and bring Janey's killer to justice without making the town more 

dangerous.  

Written by the creator of ‘Grange Hill’, ‘Brookside’ and ‘Hollyoaks’, 

Phil Redmond has written the first in a new series of crime books, in 

the type of City we all know or have known... 

 

Ann Alderton  

A gritty revenge thriller set in a fictional Northern town, ‘Highbridge’ explores 

the complex relationship between crime and community and what happens 

when people take the law into their own hands.  

With a track record that includes ‘Grange Hill’ and ‘Brookside’, it was with 

heady anticipation that I looked forward to Phil Redmond’s latest fictional 

creation, Highbridge, a “typical” Northern town and the setting for a gritty 

revenge drama. There is a lot to comment in the novel in that Redmond has 

created strong flawed protagonists in Joe, Luke and Sean, each with 

their own unflinching moral compass.  There is a meaty storyline about 

avenging the death of Joe and Sean’s sister and Luke’s wife, Janey, and as you 

would expect from an accomplished screen writer, the way the 

characters express their thoughts in dialogue is well crafted.  In spite 

of this, however, there is something missing that prevents it from being as 

compelling as it ought to be.  Unlike screen drama, where the actors and set 

designers breathe life into the script and help the writer with visual props, there 

is nothing in the book that helped me imagine the town and community of 

Highbridge and there was far too much internal monologue from the main 

characters.  The depersonalizing of the villains and the lack of threat to the 

protagonists was also an issue for me.  That said, there is more than enough 

material for a sequel and I did end the book wanting to spend more time with 



 

the main characters and to see more from some of the more interesting minor 

characters, such as Hilary Jardine, the senior police officer. 

 

Sandra Robinson 

I was excited to read and review the first novel by Phil Redmond, the creator of 

‘Brookside’ and ‘Grange Hill’. 

The story set in a Northern town revolving around the death of Janey, Luke's 

wife and Joey and Sean's sister. The beginning of the book really draws the 

reader in. Three years on Joey and Luke decide they need to take the matter of 

avenging Janey's death into their own hands. We learn about the lives of all 

three men and their families. A slow burner with some bright moments 

but generally fairly hard going as I didn't really warm to any of the 

characters or the storyline. 

 

Helen Lowry  

Two brothers decide it is time to avenge their sister, Janey's, death. 

But they have two completely different ideas on how to deal with 

this.  

Phil Redmond is a well-known scriptwriter from the days of ‘Grange Hill’ and 

‘Brookside’, to name but two.  

His debut novel centres around a town called Highbridge, where Janey Nolan 

was murdered several years ago. No one was ever brought to justice. With drug 

abuse running rampant, her two brothers decide it is time they came up with 

their own justice. 

I found the beginning a bit confusing, there seemed to be a lot of characters 

coming from all sides and I was struggling to follow who was who, maybe it 

was just me. 

The story itself was all right; one brother wants to do things the political, right 

way. The other, decides matters need to be addressed more directly, with the 

help of his late sister’s husband who just happens to be an ex-soldier, very well 

skilled in sniper tactics.      

I did like the characters and found them to be believable. Brother Joey also has 

problems with his teenage daughter – and his issues with her are more than 

realistic, from her choice of boyfriend, to starting on the nightclub trail.  

But overall, I was disappointed with this book. I found it difficult to 



 

get in to and it seemed to be lacking a bit of flair. 

 

Daran Bellingham  

A hard novel to get in to.  

A story of two brothers who try to avenge their sister’s death from a northern 

town called Highbridge, I expected more from the writer of ‘Brookside’, 

‘Hollyoaks’ and ‘Grange Hill’. The story does not stay in the same place for long 

but then bounces back in place, there's too much going in in each chapter for the 

tale to sink in. 

 

Debbie Patrick  

Had the right credentials but disappointed.  

I was really looking forward to reading this book as is written by ‘Grange Hill’ 

and ‘Brookside’ creator. 

It seemed to have all the right things for a good read. “One murder, Two 

brothers, both out for Revenge.” Sounded good. 

I was disappointed. Not sure if it’s because this is a proof copy that I’ve read but 

it lost me at times. 

Reading about one of the family for instance Natasha & Joey and all of a sudden 

without warning the next paragraph was about someone else completely, for 

instance Luke and Matt. I found I was continually backtracking to see if I’d 

missed something as it didn’t make sense. 

The idea was good but the actual writing of it left a lot to be desired. All in all a 

disappointing novel. 

 

Judith Sharp  

Too much political ranting for my liking.  Would have probably 

worked better as a TV series.  

I was really looking forward to this book but found it hard going. 

Phil Redmond's political views got in the way of the story. 

Part of the problem for me was I was expecting more of a murder mystery. 

This would have worked better as a TV series in my view. 



 

Also it might appeal more to men than women. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Disappointed.  I’d expected to read an engaging fiction but found 

myself frustrated that the storyline got lost among reflections on 

community and its residence.  

To be fair, when I read Redmond’s introduction he did set the scene that 

Highbridge was a further step in a journey he originally embarked upon with 

‘Grange Hill’ and followed with ‘Hollyoaks’.  Less about ‘life as it is’ and not as 

TV regulators ‘would like it to be’.  He met his goal because it was a gritty 

portrait of a family devastated by the murder of a daughter, wife, sister and 

friend as a result of a ‘wrong place-wrong time’ attack.   

However, it needed his introduction to help this to become a readable book, 

although not one I feel I can enthuse about.  Despite the theme of the plot 

focusing on revenge by those left behind, it failed to grab my attention.  Felt the 

intensity of the plot was diluted by the constant reflection of modern day society 

with racialism, war in Afghanistan, young people maturing ever sooner than 

their elders etc. 

You may get more out of it – hope so. 

 

Trilby Humphryes 

I was very excited about the prospect of reviewing ‘Highbridge’ by Phil 

Redmond having grown up watching ‘Grange Hill’, wanting to watch the ever 

so grown up ‘Brookside’ and finally enjoying the teenage traumas of ‘Hollyoak’ 

as I departed for university. Fans of these legacies will see similarities in 

‘Highbridge’. There are lots of gritty characters with dark back stories rubbing 

alongside the more pedestrian ones who are dealing with the problems of 

modern parenting.  

The writing is fast pasted and easy to read, although in places feels a bit like a 

screen play with Richmond using product placement as a device for giving us 

more insight into the characters rather than giving them more depth through 

the narrative.  

Initially the story appears to be the tale of two brothers dealing with their 

sister’s death in different ways. In actual fact Sean's story is barely touched on 

and I was left feeling that the whole 400 page book was an elaborate prologue 



 

for the next inevitable sequel.  

‘Highbridge’ is an entertaining quick read and would make good TV 

but because the characters were neither likeable nor overly 

interesting, I won't be rushing to read the follow up. 

 

Stephanie Blakey 

I have to say I really enjoyed this debut novel and couldn't put it down. It's fast 

paced, descriptive and full of suspense. Brilliantly dramatic with 

deftly drawn characters it moves along at a cracking pace. I really 

liked the descriptive style of writing and hope there will be many more offerings 

by Phil Redmond of this genre.    

 


