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Vikki Patis - 

www.readwave.com/vikki.patis/          

twitter @PatisVpatis 

‘Honeyville’. Where do I begin? What a 

terrific novel. Set in Trinidad, Colorado, in 

1913, ‘Honeyville’ tells the tale of Inez, 

through the eyes of prostitute Dora 

Whitworth, and the impact she had on so 

many lives. 

The only novel I can compare ‘Honeyville’ 

to is the Great Gatsby. The way in which 

Dora narrates the story - not the story of 

her, but rather the story of Inez, and the 

way she changed the lives of the people 

around her - gives the reader a fascinating 

view of the events, and is reminiscent of the 

way in which Nick Carraway is obsessed 

with the life and impact of Jay Gatsby.  

Such a narrative, alongside the beautiful 

yet brutal imagery and deep, incredible characters, also helps to transport the 

reader back in time. Dora is an immensely fascinating woman, about whom we 

never learn enough about, with endless love and continuous hope, despite her 

situation. Xavier is a mysterious, wonderful character, with hidden depths and 

his own secrets to keep. And Inez is a tornado, ripping through the lives of so 

many, leaving joy and sadness and hope, until she eventually rips them apart. 

Based on the true Ludlow Massacre, ‘Honeyville’ manages to give all sides of the 

story, from the unhappy, underpaid miners, to the ruthless national guard, and 

the riot-inducing Union. Waugh shows us everything - the sadness, the 

desperation, the short-lived joy - in an extraordinary way. Waugh is 



most certainly an author with an amazing talent. 

‘Honeyville’ is an absolute must-read. Not only does it educate the reader 

on a terrible event that shocked the citizens of Colorado, and was a turning 

point in American history, but it does so in an incredibly sad, exquisite way.  

 

Carolyn Huckfield  

An amazing story that starts with murder and then a massacre of innocents 

caused by events in a town built on greed and cruelty. It is written by an author 

who gives us her most mature writing so far.  

The mining industry that sustains the town of Trinidad in Colorado and Inez 

from the high end of the town become involved in a strike that causes cruelty 

and death to the workers.  

Twenty years later her friend Dora, who was a high class prostitute, has 

survived the events and moved onto Hollywood. This is also a place built on 

greed but at least you can survive there. The workers in Trinidad, Colorado 

couldn’t survive the strike they began and inspired by the situation in Russia. 

The upper class of the town can’t deal with this and they are just as cruel as the 

mine staff that ends the strike with horrendous violence and cruelty 

This is a shocking story told with an even handed compassion by a 

writer who tries to let us make up our own minds about the events. 

She also gives us a love story that survives the events. This book is the most 

mature writing of her career so far and I would recommend this to 

anybody who wants a beautiful written and shocking read. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

This story was fascinating from the very start.  Set in America during the first 

half of the 20th century it began in Hollywood in 1933 with a chance meeting 

between Dora, a former prostitute and Max, a now famous journalist.  

Memories came flooding back of when they had first met some 20 years earlier.  

He asks after people they had known then, in particular one Inez Dubois, and 

we are quickly taken back to their time in Trinidad, Colorado where trouble 

amongst workers, particularly miners, was rife.  Dora had been a singer but 

after being left penniless by her husband had become a high class prostitute who 

naturally knew men from all walks of life in the area.  After witnessing a 

murder she met and became friends with the young wealthy Inez Dubois and it 

is events during that period that become the focus of the story.  Inez fell in love 



with one of the mining managers and became directly involved in the unrest. At 

the same time Inez’s Hollywood writer brother returned to Trinidad and also 

grew close to Dora. Despite their concerns and warnings Inez continues on a 

dangerous path. The situation in the area became so bad that killings and 

massacre involving a number of children took place which is why journalist 

Max Eastman arrived to report on these tragic events. He started a relationship 

with Inez who later had promised to follow him to New York but she never 

arrived and he’d never been able to find out why and what had happened to her.  

So that is the question that this book eventually answers. 

Complex, different and enjoyable it was a very good read.  The 

characters and events conjured up a feeling for that period in 

American history and was very interesting. I’d certainly recommend 

it. 

 

Sheila Dale  

A very readable book with a great blend of historical fact and fictional 

characters. 

I found this book interesting and very easy to read. The characters are well 

drawn to give a most unlikely friendship between a 'lady of the night', a high 

born lady and her gay brother.  

The blend of fact and fiction works well and gives a fascinating and 

somewhat unnerving account of the battle between Unions and 

workers in Trinidad, Colorado. 

 

Jennifer Moville 

This is the story of two women who couldn't be more different who lead lives 

totally the opposite of the other. 

One is a prostitute to the rich men of the town and the other is a mega rich lady 

who swans about town with airs and graces. 

Their lives are suddenly entwined by a murder and take a different route 

together. 

The story keeps taking you down different paths keeping you glued to the pages 

as the story unfurls. 

This is a book of tears and sadness and glamour and thrills - keeping 

you wanting more. 



I would recommend others try this book - you won't be disappointed ...as 

for me I'm off to look at the other books written by Daisy Waugh. This has been 

my first novel of hers - but it won't be my last 

 

Lorraine Baker 

A hooker. A mistress. A murder. This town was built on sin. 

This is a time when the corrupt ruled. 

This is a place that is rotten to the core. 

This is the story of two women, only one of whom lives to tell the tale. 

The story is about two women involved in the miner's dispute between the 

unions and the company in America in 1913. One of the women, Inez, is from the 

rich side of town and the other, Dora, is a prostitute and the two strike up a 

close friendship after witnessing the murder of one of the union men in the 

street. 

The book was easy to read and flowed along but it could have been a 

little bit stronger in its story line in as much as I wish that there had been 

more of a mention of the awful massacre and a little bit more of the history of it. 

Still I enjoyed it and engaged with the characters and would 

recommend it for a light read. 

 

Kerry Bridges  - www.iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/  

In Trinidad, Colorado in 1913, two women forge an unlikely friendship against 

the backdrop of miners fighting for their rights.  Neither of their lives will ever 

be the same...  

This novel says it is based on a real-life event in Trinidad, Colorado where 

women and children were brutally massacred but I must say that the event 

itself is in no way integral to the story and is almost mentioned in passing.  I 

wish I had known that myself as it is the reason I picked the book and I didn't 

really feel it was a true representation of the novel itself. 

In any case, the story is about two women involved in the miner's dispute 

between the unions and the company in America in 1913.  One of the women, 

Inez, is from the rich side of town and the other, Dora, is a prostitute and the 

two strike up a close friendship after witnessing the murder of one of the union 

men in the street, leading to Inez becoming embroiled in the political 



machinations of the situation and culminating in a terrible tragedy. 

I think the novel is well written and easy to read.  I really warmed to the 

characters of Dora, Inez and Xavier and I think I would have enjoyed it much 

more if I wasn't anticipating the "event" to be much more than it was.  Sold 

strictly as a novel, this is a story of friendship and pulling together 

in hard times; sold as based on historical fact, it is much less clear 

cut. 

In any rate, I have given it 3 stars as I enjoyed the characters but I would have 

given it more had the back story been stronger. 

 

Gavin Dimmock -  www.themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

A terrific tale set in 1913 amidst violence, murder, civil unrest and 

great friendship between the most unlikely of people.  

What a read! What an absolute sheer delight. 

I was gripped by this tale right from the initial words, which, to me, are 

reminiscent of the first line of “Rebecca”. The first chapter introduces us to Dora 

and Max as they meet for the first time after 20 years, the author drops in some 

very intriguing and thought provoking clues that whets the appetite for the 

adventure ahead. 

The story begins with a chance encounter between Dora and Inez, a high-class 

hooker and a lady born to high class, as they witness a violent murder in 

Trinidad, Colorado in 1913. Thus begins a great friendship set amidst the 

turmoil that the murder wreaks upon their frontier town. 

Daisy Waugh is a novelist new to me and, following this delightful book, I shall 

be certain to read her again. She writes with such an easy style and grace and 

creates characters who endear themselves immensely to the (at least, this) 

reader. The warmness felt between Dora and Inez and the tension created by 

their very different roles in society and the events that transpire are vividly 

brought to life and sparks the readers imagination to learn more about the 

historical background events. Waugh makes Dora and Inez such wonderful 

characters that you truly root for them. With its larger cast of villains and 

heroes, the town of Trinidad was brought to life for me. 

If I haven’t nailed my colours firmly to the mast already, here is my opinion of 

‘Honeyville’…READ IT TODAY! 

 



Sara McLaughlin  

I loved this book! The story follows the escalating events that lead to the 

breakdown of a small mining community through the eyes of Dora - a prostitute 

from one of the local brothels.  

This book is fantastic!  

The two main characters - Innes and Dora are strong women from opposite 

ends of society in a small mining town. They meet under extreme circumstances 

and the story follows them while their friendship develops and the town falls 

apart. Their story is fascinating, tragic and compelling. 

There are lots of elements to this story; romance, conflict, deception 

and even some politics. I particularly enjoyed reading about the characters 

that no longer conform to their place in society’s rules of the day. 

Despite the seriousness of some of the events that take place, the book isn’t heavy 

going – the skill of the author brings the characters to life, drawing you into 

their lives and their town so that you’re completely absorbed in what’s 

happening to them.  

Highly recommended. 

 

Andrea Dean 

I found ‘Honeyville’ by Daisy Waugh to be a thoroughly absorbing book.  

After reading the first few pages I quickly became completely engrossed at the 

relationship between Inez and Dora and with where their friendship was taking 

them and knew that the remainder of the book would be delightful to read.   

Inez and Dora become friends after a rather traumatic event in Trinidad in the 

early years of the 20th Century.  Dora is a high class call girl and Inez belongs 

to a wealthy family.  Although Dora's life is far from ordinary, it is Inez who 

finds her life changes as their relationship continues and the novel concludes 

rather disturbingly.  The novel is a worthwhile read.  Readers will not be 

disappointed. 

 

Jane Gilman 

I loved ‘Honeyville’ by Daisy Waugh. It didn't seem like it would be my kind of 

read but it was gripping right until the end. A very clever pace of plot that keeps 

the themes of romance, mystery and social history perfectly balanced is 

enthralling. A murder to be solved alongside the portrayal of the real event of a 



brutal massacre keeps the reader engaged and guessing to the end. A very light 

touch to stop this tale becoming too harrowing or too sentimental is why I 

would recommend it to all lovers of a good yarn well told. 

 

Vanessa Wild – Twitter: @Butterflybiblio 

An imaginative, fascinating and cleverly plotted story.  

An imaginative and engaging story surrounding the 1913 Ludlow Massacre in 

Trinidad, Colorado.  At the heart of the tale is a prostitute, Dora Whitworth, 

through whose eyes 'Honeyville' is told.  After a murder is committed, she 

befriends the wealthy Inez and her brother, Xavier, and finds herself embroiled 

in the ins and outs of the town's unions and miners' strikes. 

I found 'Honeyville' a fascinating and interesting read which kept me turning 

the pages.  It's wonderfully written with some great characters who are well 

drawn and realistic.  I particularly liked Dora and was always rooting for her.  

It's cleverly plotted and although there are some serious and shocking themes, 

there are also some lighter moments. 

A gripping, absorbing and compelling insight into an awful episode in 

Trinidad's history, I would recommend this book to readers who like stories 

combining fact with fiction but also like a hint of romance.  This is the first 

novel I have read by Daisy Waugh and it won't be my last! 

 

Angela O'Donovan  

Engrossing, I could not put it down.  

I loved this book. It really took me by surprise. That may sound arrogant and 

I'll put my hand up straight away and shamefully admit that when I looked at 

the cover design and style of the commentary, I was a little put off. Shame on 

me... 

I started it about six weeks ago and found myself quickly drawn in. Waugh 

writes very well indeed and creates a wonderful sense of time and place, with 

well-drawn believable characters. Life got in the way of reading after a few 

chapters until yesterday and I find myself awake until 2 am as a result - unable 

to put it down!  

Set in 1913, the year my mother was born, another time, another place. Human 

nature, however, has not evolved so much, for better or for worse, and it was 

easy to be taken back to Trinidad to Dora and Inez, and feel like a close 



bystander as their seemingly unlikely relationship developed against the 

backdrop of a not very big town, with all its social norms and unspoken rules - 

until the mining area is unsettled by union involvement causing chaos and 

human tragedy with consequences across the community, including our main 

characters, with unknown complexities that are not fully uncovered until much 

later. 

 

 


