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Catherine Bryce  

An exciting, gripping, 

breath-taking story of 

murder, horror, mystery 

and suspense flavoured with 

a gothic taste from 

beginning to end whilst 

intertwining Victorian times 

and modern day!  

A truly thrilling and exciting book 

by Joe Murphy which is 

guaranteed to thrill and delight 

readers of all genres.  A brilliant 

'who done it' being played out 

over a century in such a way that 

it is a compulsive read.  The story 

line is first class as the author 

unfolds the tale of two people 

whose identities becomes parallel 

over a period of time and who 

have more in common with each 

other without me giving the story line away.  The description of the epochs 

visited is first class and the reader will relate to this book in many ways.  A 

haunting gothic mist seeps its way through the story giving it a chill factor that 

grips the reader. 

The structure of the story is excellent in that the chapters' timelines allow the 

reader to backtrack and pick up the story at any previous point and thus keeps 

the story fresh and fulfilling in the reader's mind. The writing is dynamic and 

flowing thus arresting the reader's attention while the story unfolds. 

The book will be of delight to a wide variety of reading genres – horror, 



murder, mystery, suspense, thriller, crime, history to name but a few and ‘I am 

Blood: Old Murders Never Die’ is a novel that will have a wide reader base due 

to the style of writing and the content of the story. 

Joe Murphy is certainly an author to look out for in the future and I will be 

definitely looking out for him. 

Fantastic read! 

 

Genevieve McAllister  

A page-turning thriller, although it defies genre, touching on ‘real-

life’ crime, the recent passion for vampire novels, the supernatural 

and psychological mystery.  

Following the death of his father, Nathan ‘Nato’ Jacob is questioning who he is 

and where he comes from.  He knows he was adopted and as far as he’s 

concerned he doesn’t fit into his mother and brother’s suburban world. 

A series of grisly murders perpetrated in 1890’s Dublin seems to call out to him 

in his detached and grief-stricken state of mind.  He takes it upon himself to 

write a book recording their investigation by George Frohmell, a sergeant in the 

troubled Dublin Military Police.  Interspersed with the present day, we also see 

George’s investigation first-hand and chillingly hear the killer’s voice, with an 

outline of his life and what led him to his terrible fascination with murder. 

‘I Am In Blood’ has an unusual narrative style: it’s a bit jumpy but this doesn’t 

detract at all from the pulse of the tale.  The need to find out how the 

investigation was resolved propelled my reading forward and it’s worth 

reading just for the twist at the end.... 

You can follow Genevieve on Twitter: @genmcallister 

 

Elisabeth Thomas 

Kept me on the edge of my seat!  

Dublin, late 2015, 17 year old Nathan Jacob is grieving the loss of his father. To 

cope with the grief he further submerges himself into his obsession with true 

crime stories.  As his obsession grows he discovers the notorious murders that 

took place in the red light district on Dublin, The Monto. By some strange force 

he feels compelled to delve deeper into these murders uncovering as he goes 

terrifying links between him and the past. 



Dublin, 1893, Sergeant George Frohmell of the Dublin Metropolitan police is a 

man under pressure. With sectarian violence erupting throughout the city – the 

last thing he needs is a serial killer on the loose in his city. Will Frohmell be able 

to catch this killer before the tally of bodies reaches the numbers seen recently in 

London?  

 I really enjoyed this book. The author manages to capture the darkness and 

despair of Dublin in 1893 with descriptions that are superbly atmospheric.  

Equally the darkeness of Nathan’s growing obsession with the murders in The 

Monto is also frightening and disturbing. 

The book kept me hooked until the end and the suspense made me just want to 

continue reading. Excellent! 

http://listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

 

Linda Rollins  

Written across two time periods and from three different 

perspectives, ‘I Am In Blood’ is an historical, and somewhat gory, 

crime thriller.  

In 1890, Sergeant George Frohmell hunts for a killer who leaves his victims in 

macabre states of mutilation. Back in the present day, Nathan Jacob is grieving 

over the death of his father whilst researching a series of murders in Victorian 

Ireland, but he has stronger links with the past than even he realises. 

Set in Ireland, it is impossible to avoid at least some of its political history but 

this is integrated well into the plot. The pace of the story is fairly steady, though 

it does step up a beat towards the end.  It is never dull but I did wonder about 

the point of including the current day protagonist; that is until I arrived at the 

suitably horrifying twist at the end. 

Some of the writing, in my mind, was a little pretentious and in places the 

metaphors are somewhat overdone.  I also got the sense that the book was 

trying too hard to be too many things: historical, poetical, literary, crime, 

thriller, political commentary.  However, that didn’t matter as it’s a good story 

that holds the reader’s interest.  It can get a bit flowery in places but there is 

strength in the poetry of the writing and overall, so long as you don’t mind the 

detail of the horrific mutilations, it is a very good read. 

 

 



Lynsey Farmer  

‘I Am In Blood’s’ first chapter totally gripped me and I really enjoyed the book 

as I had my doubts as I had never heard of the author before.  

I was unsure of how 1892, 1846 and present day would all link together but 

somehow through the book they all did come together and have to applaud the 

author for this. 

I am in blood is a very dark read and be warned that some scenes are very 

graphic and blood thirsty and i dared to imagine some scenes as it did remind 

me a bit of the work of Jack the Ripper. 

This book is a very disturbing, dark and hard hitting read, once you 

read the first chapter you are hooked. 

http://lynseysbooks.blogspot.co.uk/?m=1/@lynseybfarmer 

 

Kerry Bridges  

Some great ideas but I am afraid they never really came to fruition.  

Nathan Jacob's world ended with the death of his father.  His adoptive mother 

and brother don't understand him; all he has is Esther, his only friend.  One day 

in the library he finds a book about the Monto murders which took place over 

100 years ago and his interest in them gives his feelings an outlet.  Meanwhile, 

100 years before, Sergeant George Frohmell investigates the murders as they 

happen.  As they come closer to home, will the two worlds collide? 

This book is written from three different points of view in two different times.  I 

have read books where this really works as a device but I am afraid I really 

didn't think it worked in this one.  Even at the end, the strands didn't really 

come together and I didn't really see the point of the present day one at all - in 

fact, I think a novel about the Monto crimes would have been much more 

interesting and may have allowed the author to concentrate on these characters 

more.  As it was, I didn't feel I got to know Nathan and Esther very well at all 

and I certainly was not interested in what happened to them. 

The writing style of the book was not really to my taste either.  There were long 

and confusing passages from the murderer which I just ended up skipping.  

They didn't seem to add anything to the story and were really hard to read.  

There were some parts of the novel where the author gave great descriptions 

and really held my attention and others where it seemed repetitive and 

unnecessary.  Having read a brilliantly written, much shorter novel recently, it 



seemed here that pages were to be filled where it would have been better to say 

nothing. 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

 

Cathy Petersen  

An interesting idea that got lost in far too much description not to 

mention the adjectives!  

I’m afraid I really struggled with this one from the start. My main problem was 

the over abundant use of adjectives and similes which both detracted from the 

story and became very irritating from the start. While I felt the dual plot of a 

nineteenth century murder having links to the present day was interesting and 

in parts did develop into a decent story, overall I think the author struggled to 

pull the two separate strands together. The 1890s ‘Ripper’ strand was fairly 

pedestrian although I did like the characters, in particular George Frohmell. 

There was some interesting background history here although the author did 

seem to want to include all his research into the story which again slowed 

things down and didn’t add anything to the story. The modern plotline with 17 

year old Nate trying to deal with grief, his identity and an obsession with the 

1890s murders was far less convincing and just didn’t work for me. I could see 

where the plot was heading but it did so in a very convoluted way. An 

interesting idea that got lost in far too much description not to mention the 

adjectives! Not one for me. 

You can follow Cathy on Twitter: @Cerysthepup 

 

Liz Stein  

Very enjoyable, it galloped along at a good pace and was well 

written with main characters I could empathise with.  

I enjoyed this very much. It grabbed me from the very beginning. I had 

empathy with both the main characters right up till the end. It galloped along to 

a thrilling - if slightly dissatisfying ending - that would be my only criticism 

really. I felt a bit cheated by part of the ending. It was well written in 

appropriate language and style in both the Victorian and modern stories. 

 

Andrea Dean 

‘I Am In Blood’ by Joe Murphy is a dark novel from the outset and is 



based on two main intertwining stories.  The main story focusses on an 

1892 police sergeant - George Frohmell who unwittingly and alone becomes 

involved in investigating a series of prostitutes’ murders in Dublin.   

The second story-line brings us back to 2015 and to Nathan Jacob, a young boy 

from Dublin, trying to come to terms with the death of his father.  As his 

relationships with his stepmother and half-brother becomes strained he 

becomes heavily involved when his interest is roused after he picks up a book in 

his local library regarding the murders in 1892.  His interest is spiked even 

further when he learns he has a more personal connection to the murders. 

This story is fast paced and I found the conclusion rather 

unexpected.  I would recommend this book to anyone interested in Jack the 

Ripper murders. 

 

Jennifer Moville  

This book is split into sections - the past and the present 

In the past in the 1890s George Frohmell is a policeman in Dublin. It is a city 

that is rapidly becoming a crime centre. Although nothing has happened like is 

about to hit the area. A man is going around killing and butchering women 

prostitutes and leaving them dead in alleyways. 

It is George's job to find out who is responsible. 

Back in the present day Nathan is struggling to come to terms with his father's 

death from cancer. He turns to his friend Esther for help. As he struggles to find 

his way he comes across details that link him with the past and George Frohmell 

and his friendship with Esther changes. 

A strange book that although it skips between centuries draws you 

in to see what is in store for the characters. As you go through the years 

and switch back and forth you see the two parts linked and enjoy the book even 

more. 

  

Maggie Patterson 

Three stories: that of a killer in Victorian Dublin, that of the police 

officer investigating the crimes as they happen, and that of a teenage 

boy in 2015 writing a true crime account of the murders.  

I AM IN BLOOD by Joe Murphy tells three stories: that of a killer in Victorian 

Dublin, that of the police officer investigating the crimes as they happen, and 



that of a teenage boy in 2015 writing a true crime account of the murders.   

Murphy writes vividly and includes lots of details, especially the grisly ones.  

This book is not for the faint of heart.  While I found it interesting to read about 

a modern character researching crimes from the 1890s, there was little 

background to the characters of the teenage boy or the police officer to make me 

really want them to succeed.  I felt bad for the victims and of course wanted the 

crime to be solved, but I would have enjoyed the book a lot more if the 

two main characters were more fleshed out.   

The book is a fast read at less than 400 small pages and I 

appreciated that the action moved quickly. The ending was a shock in 

several ways, and I thought it could have been a couple of pages longer just to 

clarify a few aspects of the story. 

http://bookgasms.tumblr.com/  

 

Kathryn Whitfield 

A well written exciting murder mystery with reference to 'Jack the 

Ripper'.  

A dark historical murder mystery set in Dublin past and present day. 

I liked the story especially the link between the past and present day. I liked the 

way the character Nathan is researching the history of these murders and then 

the writer takes you to that time with fantastic descriptions of Dublin in the 

1890's. I also liked the writer putting the thoughts of the murderer in the story it 

gave you a great sense of what was happening. 

This isn’t a type of book I would usually read and found the murder descriptions 

quite gory and difficult to read. 

You can follow Kathryn on Twitter: @KathreenieA 


