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Ann Peet  

Exciting story about the Resistance 

in Denmark during the war but with 

an unusual depth and exploration of 

issues and values.  

I read a lot of stories about women in the 

Resistance in WWII and this is a good one - 

well written and gripping. It's unusual too 

in that the main setting is Denmark and I 

certainly learnt a lot about what happened 

there during the war. Kay is an 

Englishwoman who married a Dane and 

has been living in Denmark for about 25 

years when war breaks out. Kay and her 

husband have different loyalties and the 

story of their relationship with each other 

and their children is moving and 

engrossing. I also liked the way that 

chapters set in Denmark alternate with the 

story of two women in England who are 

involved in receiving and decoding the 

wireless messages sent by agents. 

Themes of loyalty and love are explored so it is a book that makes you think but 

first and foremost it is a good story, well plotted and with interesting characters 

that you care about. 

 

Anne Rhodes  

An enthralling story, with heart-stopping moments, of Nazi invasion 

and war-time Resistance.  Join Kay on her journey from quiet housewife to 

deeply involved Resistance worker.  



Don't be put off by the thickness of this book – every page is worth it!  

A gripping and sometimes sad story written by Elizabeth Buchan, author of 

several other books and short stories. 

The story opens in the middle of WWII on a Danish Estate.  Kay, a British lady, 

has been married to Bror, a Dane who owns the Estate, for over 20 years and 

has led a comfortable, even upper class, life.  They have two grown children. 

Now however, life has taken a serious, but secret, turn. Kay has taken the first 

tentative steps into involvement with the Resistance.  Somehow a hesitant offer 

of once-only help with “war work” gradually firms into whole-hearted 

determination to make the war effort a success. 

As the pages turn and the chapters pass, you will be unaware of it because you 

will be so deeply involved in her exploits.  Exploits that involve other people she 

knows, whom she trusts to love and serve the country of her adoption in the 

same way she works. 

You will tremble when she does, heave a sigh of relief when something works, or 

feel sad or worried when things get difficult.  

One of those books where you want there to be a sequel, even before you've 

finished reading this one! 

 

Celia Cohen 

An enthralling read.  

This is an excellent book. It shows you how horrendous it must have been living 

in an occupied country during the war and the courage of those who decided to 

take a stand and fight for their country. They were just ordinary people who 

risked their lives for their beliefs. I found myself caring for each of the 

characters and willing them to survive. Yes, definitely a must read 

book. 

 

Sarah Warbey  

A WW2 espionage thriller that deals with relationships and the 

power of love and loss.  

Kay is an English woman living in Denmark during WW2. Much against her 

will initially, she becomes lured into the developing underground world of the 

resistance. Her daughter Tanne also reluctantly becomes tangled up in her 

mother’s activities. Meanwhile, in London, we are involved with the lives (and 



developing relationships) of the staff who work on decoding the agents’ secret 

messages. There are lots of different threads of this story that all tie in together 

eventually. Elizabeth Buchan has written a very well researched book – the 

detail, especially the information on Morse code and decryption of ciphers, is 

quite astonishing. However, I did find I had to concentrate quite hard on 

reading it as there are a lot of characters – and they all have code names too. If 

you enjoy thriller type novels set during the war with a big dollop of human 

emotion thrown in, then you will enjoy this very much. 

 

Sarah Musk  

An exciting, absorbing story about the terrible dangers Danish 

Resistance fighters faced in German occupied Denmark.  Elizabeth 

Buchan has written a really intense book about the human spirit.  

This book is about danger and fear and about the brutality of German 

occupation in Denmark in the Second World War.  Kay, the main character, is a 

middle-aged woman who becomes a resistance fighter.   

She is incredibly brave and resourceful and as you read the book your 

admiration for her grows and grows.  As the story develops and her situation 

becomes more precarious it becomes difficult to carry on reading but Elizabeth 

Buchan's intense, succinct writing style and in-depth analysis of the characters 

and situation propels you on. 

The London side of the story and the people who have to analyse the snippets of 

information coming out of Denmark is also deftly handled.  Their often 

passionate concern for the agents offers comfort to the reader who is aware of 

the terrible isolation and fear the resistance fighters are experiencing in their 

homeland. 

I thought this was one of the best books I have ever read about wartime 

resistance.  Elizabeth Buchan has an innate ability to explain people's 

motivation for their actions which often are highly complex.  Kay's motivations 

are love for England but also for her adopted county of Denmark and she is 

willing (albeit unwillingly) to endanger herself and her family in order to live 

with herself in an extremely dangerous situation. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

Be warned - events that took place 70 years ago are so real that the 

next page matters right now!  



This book grabs you within the first page and then keeps up such a relentless 

pace that every day is an awful intrusion when one just wants to read the next 

bit! 

Kay/Freya is a strong, very human character with a Germanic family and is 

caught in wartime Denmark. Her self-centred, obsessive son and callous 

daughter (who mourns the end of her pastime of killing ducks) are both like 

their father - Kay is the outsider. 

Meanwhile signal telephonists are expected to receive messages from agents in 

Europe whilst London decides if it cares to do anything about their losses.  To 

the hapless women there is little to life except mentally fatiguing work and a 

struggle to cope with wartime dust and deficiencies. 

This really is a fascinating book and with several unlikeable characters, it seems 

to show the frailty of the good people even more. 

I usually like Elizabeth Buchan's books, but usually find there's a similar central 

character in each.  This one is quite a different sort of scenario and I loved it. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

This will appeal if you want an easy to read book to pick up and put down.  But 

I found it lacking a grittiness that I have enjoyed reading similar World War 2 

stories  

‘I Can't Begin to Tell You’ cleverly intertwines the evolving role of 

woman in history, with the focus of the plot being World War 2.  The 

story calls out how very different woman help in the war effort and ultimately 

achieve a voice beyond the home and the kitchen. 

There is British born housewife, Kay who takes a different road in the war effort 

to her Danish husband and grows in the role of the lies she is forced to make to 

follow her beliefs. 

Ruby gets her voice when speaking out to her male bosses by sharing how much 

more effective her efforts and those ladies around her could be in supporting the 

secret agents in the field.  As a result she is moved from the Midlands to the 

heart of the war initiative in London. 

And then there are the other characters, Felix, on his first outing as a secret 

agent.  Kay's husband Bror who has signed in support of the Nazi's now 

influencing Denmark.  Their children, both in their early 20s.  And Anton who is 

very different to his brother, in looks and attitude and who ultimately is 



responsible for changing Kay's life forever.  We learn of the different ways each 

of these characters behave and engage in the war effort. 

However, the story was just not gritty enough and I found myself a little bored 

with reading a story which I felt I had read before.  Different characters.  

Different locations. But still the same outcome. 

 

Sarah Jones  

Interesting, intriguing and inspiring. I was completely involved.  

I was completely caught up in this tale of the Resistance in Nazi occupied 

Denmark during WWII. British-born Kay is caught between her Danish 

husband who is happy to cooperate with the Germans and her increasing 

feelings that something needs to be done. After much inner conflict Kay realises 

that she can't do nothing and has to fight back by becoming part of the 

Resistance despite the devastating consequences this could have for her family. 

This was filled with excellent characters who you believe in and sympathise 

with and supporting characters who have just as strong a plot themselves. I 

was completely absorbed with Kay and Felix's work, as well as Ruby and the 

other women back in Britain. Without giving too much away I can say my only 

disappointment was not finding out more about what happened to Kay's 

daughter Tanne. I can't imagine there would be a sequel but I would definitely 

read it. 

An intriguing read that compels you to continue and utterly absorbed me into 

their world. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

A story of war, love, lies and ultimate redemption.  

This is a story told from many different points of view, with the main theme 

being Kay's. She is a British born Danish wife, who loves both her country of 

birth and her adopted country by marriage. When Denmark is occupied by the 

Germans she has to make some harsh choices.  

There are additional themes running through the book seen from the side of the 

London SOE and the decoders and cryptographers who only get to know part of 

what is happening to the agents in the field, for the sake of secrecy, but who feel 

involved in “their” agents lives and partly responsible for their well-being. 

I found it difficult to put this book down. I wanted to know more and I 



was as frustrated as Ruby, one of the London workers, at the lack of 

understanding by the men in charge, when she discovered something of 

shocking importance and realised she knew how to solve the problem, but they 

refused to listen to her. 

Elizabeth Buchan is an established author who has written several 

very good books and this is another one that I highly recommend to 

you. 

 

Brigitte Colwell  

A wonderful book, a love story with a difference, told against the backdrop of 

the Nazi invasion of Denmark; a story of what can be endured for the love of 

their family and their country.  

From the first page, this book draws the reader in and immerses them 

completely in the lives of Kay and Bror Eberstern, as they each deal with the 

Nazi invasion of Denmark in their own way; how war forces sides to be chosen 

and how decisions made can cause ripples far and wide.   At the same time, 

Elizabeth Buchan paints a picture of life for those men and women who spent 

their days and nights manning the signal desks for agents in the field; the 

exhaustion of days and nights without sleep and the dedication beyond the call 

of duty, in meagre surroundings.   This is a love story; it is the love that people 

have for their own country that drives perfectly ordinary people to do 

extraordinary things, it is the story of how love can blossom even in the most 

desperate times.  A wonderful book, whose characters will stay with 

me for quite some time, I loved it. 

 

Maggie Crane 

This book is so beautifully written, so easy to read, but so full of 

intrigue, courage, demonstrating the trials and tribulations of war. 

The author enables the reader to be part of the story and in the process begins to 

comprehend the terrible consequences of families pulled apart by circumstances 

beyond their control. The story flows from poignant, to terrifying, onward to 

compassionate, and into dread, ever changing but always fascinating and 

engaging. A book which can be read time and again and never fail to provide a 

great read.  

 

 



Jean Diamond 

From the first page of the book Elizabeth Buchan describes the fear and danger 

surrounding English born Kay who has become involved in the Danish 

Resistance during the Second World War.  

Kay’s questioning of her decision to put her husband Bror and her children 

Tanne and Nils at great risk, stays with the reader throughout the story.  

This gripping story of love, brutality, bravery and divided loyalties 

makes a compelling read that heightens the emotions as the story 

reaches its conclusion. The author powerfully relates the horrors of World 

War 2 and the courage and sacrifices of those who worked with the Danish 

Resistance and British Intelligence.  

I hadn’t read any of Elizabeth Buchan’s books before but I hope to read more in 

the future. 

 

Gavin Dimmock - www.themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

A magnificent tale of wartime daring, loves and loyalties. Thrilling and 

wonderful.  

This is a thrilling read and I was fully hooked from the initial pages. 

Set in wartime Denmark, it tells the tale of Kay, a British woman living on her 

husbands’ country estate. War and the Nazi occupiers encroach ever more on 

her privileged lifestyle and she must soon make decisions that will impact on all 

those she loves and all she holds dear. 

I found this an exciting story; the suspense and drama builds 

wonderfully and pulls you ever further into the lives of the 

characters. The dangers of living life under an invading army comes across 

as vividly menacing and perilous – who can be trusted, what can be said 

without fear of reprisal, how to survive -  and the way in which war affects a 

population is superbly portrayed. 

The author has created characters that engage you wonderfully; you really feel 

for them as the tale unfolds and left me grateful that people like them did what 

they had to during the war. Her writing is sharp, punchy and the whole tale is 

very evocative of a dark, dangerous time. I particularly like the way that 

tensions within Kay’s family are described and the feelings the reader 

experiences as the characters make their decisions. 

I have not read any books by Elizabeth Buchan previously but I shall be sure to 



keep an eye out for her name in the future. 

 

Kim Kirrage 

I really enjoyed this book. I love the characters. This book is very 

interesting and it made me keep reading it. I would definitely 

recommend this to my friends and family as they like this kind of book. 

 


