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Teresa O'Halloran  

I was totally blown away by this 

book. I love my psychological 

thrillers and I really believe this 

was the best one I have ever 

read.  

They say there is no such thing as an 

original plot as they have all been 

done before but I think S. K. 

Tremayne came up with something 

pretty unique in ‘The Ice Twins’.  

Gripping from start to finish I found it 

difficult to put this book down and 

could not wait to pick it up again. 

Every character seemed to be hiding 

something and I was desperate to 

know their secrets - to know the truth. 

The ending was such a surprise to me 

that I had to read the last chapter 

again, and I know this book is going 

to haunt me for a while. 

I will definitely read more by S. K. Tremayne, and I hope I won't have long to 

wait. 

 

Carol Peace  

A must read, full of twists and turns and you will be put through 

every emotion before the stunning end.  

I was lucky enough to get an early reading copy from Lovereading.co.uk and I 

am so pleased I did.  



The book opened with Angus and Sarah in the solicitors office and the reading 

of Angus's grandmothers will and it seems they have been left an Island in 

Scotland. This is just what they need, a fresh start in a new place and it will also 

get them out of their financial problems. They had identical twin daughters 

Kirsty and Lydia and there really was no way to identify which was which, then 

tragedy struck Lydia fell from a balcony when they were with Sarah's parents. 

The move couldn’t come quick enough as Angus was drinking too much and they 

had run out of money but was this the right thing? From the very beginning the 

island seemed to be rather strange and then Kirsty kept saying she was Lydia 

and even though they knew it wasn’t true the doubts began. They both seemed to 

be pulling in opposite directions and instead of talking about the problem they 

just got further and further apart and Kirsty couldn't settle at school and 

insisted that her twin was the only one to play with her and none of her 

classmates liked her. You knew this was leading to a crescendo but not the one 

that was expected. 

This book brought out a multitude of emotions and I was swept away with one 

solution and then another never thinking that it would end the way it did. I will 

be looking out for S K Tremayne in the future. 

 

Michelle Hodson  

Fast moving absorbing plot.  A ghost story with a difference.  

Atmospheric and entertaining with an unexpected twist at the end.  

I approached this book with some trepidation wondering how parents could not 

know which of their twins had died.  However the plot did work and I was soon 

immersed in the book as the story raced along casting doubts against both 

parents neither of whom would be in line for the parent of the year award!!!  

The child becomes increasingly disturbed as you wonder whether she is being 

haunted by the ghost of her dead sister and was she in fact responsible for the 

death of her sibling.  The mother's behaviour is erratic from the start and the 

father is an alcoholic.  The island is grim and the weather & scenery almost a 

character in itself.  All is revealed in a climatic ending where all is tied up 

neatly.  I enjoyed the book and found it very easy to read.  It’s not likely to win 

any literary awards but is definitely a good one for dark winter evenings. 

 

Alison Bisping  

A page turner!  I kept thinking back to the book long after I finished it.  



Wow, what a gripping story. 

There are two twins - called the Ice Twins because the day they were born was 

the coldest day of the year. 

They are identical but have different personalities and their parents think they 

can tell them apart. 

However, one dies.  In all the confusion though, do they identify the correct twin 

who has died? 

The family needs a new start but they all have their secrets.  Will moving to the 

Island of Torran in Scotland solve their problems, or will it bring more?   

The story is full of twists and turns and doesn't necessarily go where you would 

expect it to.  A brilliant psychological thriller that makes you think, 

keep turning the pages and keeps you asking yourself questions 

about the story long after you finish the book. 

 

Anne Rhodes  

One of twin girls - but which one is she? You will keep changing your mind - but 

read to the end of this gripping book!  

A “you are glued to it from Page 1” sort of book! An incredibly gripping story 

where you will find yourself empathising with each character and then being a 

little frustrated.  You will find yourself saying “Come on! Do this or that” and 

within a page or two, they do! The child in the center of the story – Kirstie or 

Lydia?  Lydia or Kirstie? Literally to the end of the story, you will not be able to 

make up your mind! One minute you are convinced she is Lydia – the next that 

she is Kirstie. Along the way, you will give a gasp or two as something 

unexpected happens.  Your heart will go out to each of them – just 

keep reading this strongly written book. 

 

Vanessa Wild - twitter @Butterflybiblio 

An absorbing and gripping psychological thriller which explores the 

monozygotic twins scenario and investigates the question of how well parents 

know their own children.  

After the tragic death of Lydia, one of their daughters, Angus and Sarah 

Moorcroft move to an inherited island just off the Isle of Skye, along with 

surviving twin, Kirstie, to try to come to terms with their grief.  When Kirstie 

starts to insist she is Lydia, events take a disturbing and sinister turn for the 



worse.  So, what really happened on the world-shattering and disastrous day of 

Lydia's death? 

I found this a very enjoyable, atmospheric and tense tale.  It held my 

attention throughout and I was eager to turn the pages - I literally 

could not put it down!  The growing suspense and unease is executed so very 

well.  The characters are well drawn and believable, although I cannot say I 

particularly took to Angus and Sarah and I am not sure I was supposed to. 

I loved the setting and ambience!  The wintry backdrop was so dark, brooding 

and moody, which suited the story perfectly. 

I highly recommend 'The Ice Twins' to those who enjoy a psychological rather 

than a chiller thriller.  It keeps you on the edge of your seat at all times. 

Many thanks to Lovereading.co.uk for giving me the opportunity to read and 

review this book. 

 

Anita Wallas  

A tight and brilliantly executed plot that grabs from the outset and 

doesn't let go.  

‘The Ice Twins’ by S K Tremayne is a fast paced and totally compelling chiller. 

It's a simple premise; a family tragedy results in the death of a twin, the parents 

and remaining sibling relocate to Scotland to rebuild their lives.  But 

Tremayne's skilful writing takes the reader on a roller coaster journey, literally 

spinning with the unexpected.   

The plotting is superb with past events revealed layer by layer and from 

differing narrative viewpoints. The reader is left literally breathless as 

Tremayne manipulates emotion.  What's the truth, what's false memory, who 

has lost touch with reality and why? Lives are blighted by suspicion and lies, 

guilt and grief and it's impossible to second guess the outcome. 

I particularly enjoyed the haunting and isolated location where most of the 

story is set. The descriptions felt very real, particularly the storms and I 

physically jumped a couple of times as the story progressed.  That's powerful 

and atmospheric writing! Along with strong characterisation and a superbly 

constructed plot that builds to gripping and convincing finale, this is a top 

rate psychological thriller that stays with you long after you've 

finished. 

 



Eloise Glynn  

An absolutely gripping novel. Could not put it down. A beautifully 

written, yet haunting story, with twists and turns which constantly 

have you second guessing yourself. I highly recommend.  

I was on the edge of my seat, just waiting to find out what new twists in the tale 

would be unveiled next. The setting of the book help set the eerie atmosphere 

perfectly - isolated on a Scottish island mid-winter. I read on with growing 

unease, as the suspense kept building, and never imagined it ending the way it 

did. I will definitely be looking out for more of S. K. Tremayne, and would 

highly recommend this book. A great psychological thriller. 

 

Karen - http://myreading-corner.blogspot.co.uk/2014/12/the-ice-twins-s-k-

tremayne.html 

An excellent, atmospheric and tension filled read.  With well-drawn 

characters, albeit not always likeable, this almost spooky read kept 

me turning the pages.  

This is one of those books that draw you in as soon as you start reading.  At first 

I thought how incredibly stupid it was to move blindly to a remote, dilapidated 

cottage on an island that could only be reached by walking over mudflats at low 

tide, or by boat.  But besides solving their money problems, Sarah believed it 

would be a fresh start for them all and maybe she was right, after all the 

scenery was stunning and they could leave behind the physical memories of the 

accident.   

The writing conjures up scenes of atmospheric intensity.  The isolation and the 

almost uninhabitable state of the cottage, the unpredictability and ferociousness 

of the Scottish winter – all are described so vividly that this creates a spooky 

element on its own.  However add in to the mix, guilty secrets, a troubled twin, a 

fractured marriage and you have a suspense thriller that will keep you 

wondering as you turn the pages. 

This was a truly excellent read that kept me guessing the whole way through.  

As events escalate and secrets unfold I certainly didn’t see the ending coming, 

but it was completely suitable for the story. 

 

Pearl Wilson  

This book will take you on a long, dark journey were the parents are 



taken to their very knees with feelings of guilt and foreboding plus 

the daughter they buried claims to be still alive!!  

‘The Ice Twins’ written by S.K. Tremayne is one book which once read will never 

be forgotten; from the first page I was drawn into the life of Angus and Sarah 

Moorcroft and their surviving twin Kirstie or is it Lydia..?  

I was immediately drawn into the life of Angus and Sarah as from page one 

their pain is evident, for me the book is full of darkness including every emotion 

associated with grief.  This brilliant read was for me a dark thriller which was 

as dark as the landscape which surrounded the family when they moved to their 

derelict home on so called Thunder Island.   

This book was full of unanswered questions as I tried to keep up with the main 

character Sarah as she comes to terms with losing her child who she clearly 

adored, but she had the one thing which brought the face of her dead child back 

to her each day and that was the remaining identical twin.  Lydia the remaining 

twin or was it Kirstie was deeply troubled and reliving her nightly nightmares 

in the most horrible of circumstances.  

‘The Ice Twins’ is a fantastic book and one I am happy to recommend to any 

other reader which will have you guessing to the last page is reached.  S.K. 

Treymayne brought us readers not only a fantastic very readable book but one 

which is fresh and exciting and there is no other book I can think off which I 

would even dare to compare this very exciting read too. 

 

Karen Clark  

A perfect read for the winter months.  

I loved this book: it gripped me from the very beginning. It’s a long 

time since I enjoyed a book so much that I wanted to finish it in one sitting. The 

author creates a tense and menacing atmosphere, particularly when they are 

on the island. A normal middle class lifestyle is turned upside down by one 

tragic event which leads onto others and the gradual disintegration of their 

family and their lives. The ending was not at all what I expected, although it 

was clear not all was as the narrator told. 

I sometimes get bored by lengthy descriptions of landscapes/nature in novels 

and I don't know this part of Scotland at all, but Tremayne uses just the right 

amount of description to evoke the bleak but beautiful and dangerous landscape 

in which the main action takes place. A perfect read for the winter months. 

 



 

Melanie Rose  

A gripping read - you won't want to put it down!  

One of Sarah’s daughters died. But can she be sure which one? This is a 

terrifying psychological thriller that will have you questioning whether we 

really know one another.  It also had Sarah questioning her relationship with 

her husband - which twin did he want to have survived? 

The descriptions of the settings conjure up pictures in your mind as you read 

making you feel as if you are there. 

What really happened on that fateful day when one of the twins died? Very well 

written and although the ending was a bit abrupt it was not as I expected.  Look 

forward to reading more from this author. 

 

Liz Lyons  

How well do you really know your children? What if your child 

died? What if the wrong child died? A book every mother should 

read.  

How well do know your children? Would you know which of your twins was the 

one that lived?  

Sarah and Angus move to a Scottish Island to rebuild their lives after one of 

their twin girls dies in a tragic accident. Far from helping, the move opens up 

more questions as Kirstie, the surviving daughter, starts to behave disturbingly. 

What really happened that night? Why is Kirstie behaving so strangely? Why is 

Angus becoming withdrawn?  

As the book progresses the reader is drawn into the inner dynamics of the 

family pulling on the emotional heart strings whilst spiralling to its dramatic 

conclusion. 

‘Gone Girl’ meets ‘Jodi Picoult’. 

 

Neil Williams  

A chilling tale of a families struggle with coming to terms with the death of a 

child  

This was an imaginatively written chilling tale. 



Sarah and Angus have had a tragedy in losing one of their twin daughters. They 

are so alike there is confusion over the identity of the surviving twin who herself 

seems affected. 

Set in the wilds of Skye and stunningly described, this tale of 

emotional change, isolation and coming to terms with events was 

fabulous. 

 

 


