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Kath Martin 

What can I say ? - This book is scandalous, 

full of ruthless characters and their nasty, 

filthy, sexually explicit exploits - I loved it!  

It has all the ingredients for the perfect holiday 

read (the battle for a family estate in a pretty 

English country village, trips to London, 

Manhattan and even a weekend in the Hamptons 

for good measure - pure escapism.)  Tilly 

Bagshaw IS the new Jilly Cooper!  " 

 

Cheryl Kinney  

Gripping read with interesting and 

glamorous characters. Perfect summer 

read, escapism at its best.  

I have read all of Tilly Bagshawe books, I have 

been hooked since I first read Adored. ‘The 

Inheritance’ is a gripping read, it has glamorous 

characters, some you love to hate and some you 

just hate but in a good way! The story is interesting and keeps you guessing, 

there are twists I didn't see coming this kept the story fresh.  

I really enjoyed this book, Adored was my favorite Tilly Bagshawe book and 

while I did enjoy her others I felt they were just not as good as her first. ‘The 

Inheritance’ had a similar style to this and has become my joint favorite.  

It is a perfect summer read, pure escapism that pulls you into the world of all 

the characters. 

 

 



Gerri Tennant  

Swell Valley - Swell read.   A wonderful book to get lost in for a few 

hours, like hot chocolate with marshmallows.  

What a great excuse to curl up and read all evening.  ‘The Inheritance’ gripped 

me from the beginning telling the sometimes amusing, sometimes sad story of 

Tatiana Flint-Hamilton's fall from grace and loss of the inheritance of her 

family home to distant relative Brett Cranley and the beginning of a classic 

love-hate relationship with consequences!  The characters are endearing and 

the plot fascinates with it's twists and turns.   The story builds gradually 

encompassing more and more of the residents of Fittlescombe.  Their lives and 

loves are affected by the actions of the main two characters and become friends 

as you read about their relationships.  It gets more addictive as you near the 

end, with new plot lines opening up.  I thoroughly enjoyed this and can't wait 

for the follow up. 

 

Ruth Paterson  

Swell Valley is described as “Saucy, sophisticated and scandalous.” if 

you enjoy a good literary romp, such as Jacky Collins or Jilly Cooper, 

this is a series to look out for.  

Swell Valley, where the action of this novel occurs, is introduced with a beautiful 

map and cast of characters to help guide you as you read.  The language used in 

the prologue, as the “heroine” is introduced is not so beautiful. I have to admit 

although part of her character, the crass swearing put me off enjoying the 

setting.   

Tatiana Flint-Hamilton is an heiress who has enjoyed living the high life, lots of 

men and fun.  She gets a huge come down when her estranged father dies, 

leaving the family estate to a cousin.  Tatiana is not a likable character and the 

new Lord of the Manor is equally indulgent and unpleasant.  Tatiana is to be 

admired for her strength of character and drive to gain back what she sees as 

her dues.  Unfortunately she is a rude, obnoxious, spoiled lady and did not 

improve on further acquaintance!  I like to escape when I read and even if 

characters are unsavoury I often find I can empathise with them, sadly this was 

not the case here which marred my enjoyment of the book.   

Swell Valley is described as “Saucy, sophisticated and scandalous.” I enjoy a 

village saga but when I saw this description I should not have read on further, 

as saucy isn’t really my cup of tea.  I know that many people will enjoy this 



novel.  It is not my intention to put everyone off, as the book is well written and 

I imagine if you enjoy a good literary romp, such as Jacky Collins or Jilly 

Cooper, this is a series to look out for. 

 

Edel Waugh – www.edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/ 

A wonderfully Indulgent Read!  

I love Tilly's writing style and have read previous books by her, this book did 

not disappoint .  

The story begins with a young woman losing her home and getting an 

inheritance that she is less then pleased about. Her whole life changes over night 

and it becomes up to her to change her life around. 

There is a few unsavoury characters in the book but my favourite  was Angela, 

the loyal mother and wife , I enjoyed her storyline the most of all. Brett is 

Angela's husband and a character you will love to hate, he is SO bad, but his 

parts in the story were great fun to read, you would not want to be married to 

him ! This really was one of those books to set time aside for and indulge in 

some fab fiction with lots of thrills and surprises. I recommend reading this 

in one gulp! Loved it! 

 

Julie Atherton  

An exciting romp of a story in the style of Jilly Cooper.Pure 

escapism!  

If you like Jilly Cooper then you will certainly enjoy this novel. It is set in Swell 

Valley, a picturesque village where everyone seems to have plenty of money  

and lots to gossip about. The story centres around Tatiana Flint-Hamilton a 

beautiful, feisty girl who has been cut from her inheritance of a large family 

home by her late father, who was  fed up with her partying, drug fuelled antics. 

All through the novel her character develops and changes. We have all the 

typical  village characters, the teachers, farmer, vicar and each one of them 

plays a part in the antics that go on.  The whole story is about how Tati can get 

her inheritance back and fight the  Australian married handsome business 

tychoon who has acquired her family home. 

What I loved about the novel was the characters, I felt I knew them well and 

cared for them, and although predictable in parts, I really enjoyed the escapism 

of the gossip and affairs that were going on. 



All in all an easy read, which is fun and sexy set in beautiful  countryside 

surroundings. 

 

Emily Wright 

‘The Inheritance’ is a thoroughly enjoyable romp through Tilly 

Bagshawe’s fictional Swell Valley; a lighthearted, escapist read 

which would fit perfectly into many beach bags this summer. 

Tatiana Flint- Hamilton is in line to inherit Furlings, her family’s manor house 

in the village of Fittlescombe, nestled in the fictional Swell Valley. However, her 

father is tired of Tatiana’s reckless behaviour. He decides to bequeath Furlings 

to the Cranley family, headed by Brett, a self- made property tycoon… and so 

the fight is on for Tatiana, who will do everything to reclaim her birthright, by 

fair means or foul.  

‘The Inheritance’ is full of feisty characters; thanks to the author’s style of 

writing and recapping on who’s who in the novel I found it easy to keep track of 

everyone. The protagonists are depicted with warmth and humour, showing 

that although they live privileged lifestyles, most are struggling in some way to 

find freedom from their glided cages. I found myself caring not only about the 

characters, but about Fittlescombe itself; I would love to read more about the 

village and its inhabitants. The ending of ‘The Inheritance’ offers scope for this, 

whilst providing a fulfilling conclusion as a stand- alone novel. 

Having enjoyed other novels by Tilly Bagshawe, I feel ‘The Inheritance’ is more 

grown-up in style, whilst maintaining the inherent sense of glamour and fun 

her fans have come to expect from the author. Welcome to Fittlescombe… sit 

back and enjoy the ride! 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Fun, lighthearted, a few dramas, familiar characters and surroundings with a 

predicable outcome BUT a great read, perfect for holidays.  Never having read 

one of Tilly Bagshawe’s books before, I found it entertaining and great to relax 

with at the end of the day – not too challenging.  I could relate to the accuracy of 

both the  traditional English families involved and the Australian “newcomers”  

which held my interest from start to finish. There are Tatiana Flint-Hamilton’s 

and Brett Cranleys plus  errant family members and friends known to everyone 

and the almost caricature like people in this story make for great reading. We 

may not have wanted to but we’ve all met them. I would thoroughly 



recommend this story because, though on a familiar theme, it goes 

deeper into the different attitudes that prevail and the feelings of 

those involved. Great entertainment. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

Not what I'd hoped  

I came to this book expecting a light hearted chick-lit of a novel with much 

humour in it.  Instead I found the entire thing quite depressing and rather 

sordid. 

It didn't help that the main female character and the main male were both 

stereotypical sex-junkies without any finer feelings, just plenty of resentments. 

The whole premise for the book is who is entitled to the inheritance - 

and my conclusion is no one.  Bring on the revolution! 

 

Marie Larby 

If you like a rollicking romp of a holiday read, then this is the book 

for you. 

Nearly every conceivable type of character is represented in the book.  First of 

all, you have the main character, Tati/Tatiana, an attractive, ambitious woman 

willing to do virtually anything to get back her family home, Furlings,  She is 

followed closely by the new owner of her home, Brett Cranly, who is virtually 

willing to do anything to prevent her from getting back her home.  If you are 

looking for a read where there are a lot of sparks flying, these two characters 

are the matches. 

In contrast to these two characters, you have the young husband of Tati, the son 

of the new owner, a decent you man who does not get on well with his father 

because he does not have his father’s business ambitions and is more interested 

in playing the jazz piano.  Angela, the mother of Jason, has been willing to 

overlook all her husbands transgressions until she realises she does not want to 

live at his behest any longer. 

And these are only four of the characters, which does not include the handsome 

farmer, Gabe, and his lovely wife, Laura; the kind, wise headmaster of the local 

school, Max; the tearaway teenager, Logan, daughter of the new owner of 

Furlings.  The list is endless. 

All the action in the novel takes place in various different venues: the beautiful 



manor of Furlings, the little village of Fittlescombe, London, New York, France 

etc. 

Great holiday read. 

 

Kathy Howell 

This is an enjoyable read that would be perfect for holidays. 

The book follows a small group of people and the house, Furlings, which they all 

want to own.  The owner of the house has died and he has not left it, as expected, 

to his daughter Tatiana but to a distant telative from Australia.  Tatiana is 

desperate to get the house back but Brett and his family also come to love the 

house and want to stay there.  The dynamics between various members of the 

family and the villagers make the final denoument fairly obvious but the story 

does not lose anything from that.  There are moments when the reader thinks 

they may have guessed wrongly about the outcome which encourages you to 

read to the end.  It is a book that is difficult to put down and it moves 

along at a good pace. 

I really enjoyed reading this book and will read any others by this author that 

come my way. 

 

Iris Clements 

Tatiana Flint-Hamilton has to come to terms with the fact that her father has 

disinherited her and left the estate, where generations of her ancestors have 

lived, to a distant Australian relative who proves to be as ruthless and amoral 

as Tati herself.  The battle lines have been drawn and Tati will do anything to 

win back what she perceives to be her rightful inheritance and failure isn’t an 

option.  Her antagonist, Brett Cranley is also obsessed with Furlings but his 

obsession is not the same as Angela’s, his wife.  Angela is a sweet natured and 

homely person who idolises her children and only wants the best for her family 

but is intimidated by her bullying husband.   

Tati, who is beautiful and sexy is chastened by her father’s decision but will not 

accept defeat.  She is determined to prove to the villagers, whose support is 

imperative to her campaign, that her hedonistic approach to life is behind her 

and that she should be the rightful heir to Furlings.  The villagers are 

brilliantly portraying in this romping rural setting and there are 

many twists and turns along the way. 



This book would make an ideal mini-series for television as the characters are 

colourful and diverse. 

 

Jill Peters 

Tilly Bagshawe lives up to her sparkling reputation by taking her 

readers on a delightful romp through the sleepy countryside of 

Sussex to the glamour of cosmopolitan cities. 

Her main character’s lives are complicated to say the least.  

 Tati can be selfish, focussed and someone we would not choose as our friend.  

But underneath all the glitter and brittleness, we do see a softer, likeable side in 

her drive to reach her goals. 

Brett is ruthless and cannot accept failure.    Those around him have their place 

and need to remain there.   Brett to always right and cannot be challenged. 

Tati and Brett are doomed to clash, sparks fly and the fallout affects those close 

to them, spiralling loved ones into depths of despair.     Could happiness ever 

come out of this? 

You will love this book. 

 

Cathy Petersen - @Cerysthepup 

Sparks and relationships fly as spoilt Tatiana Flint-Hamilton finds herself 

disinherited from her beloved Furlings and fighting the equally ruthless Brett 

Cranley to reclaim what she feels is rightfully hers.  

I will admit that I don’t usually read this type of book, not for many years in 

fact. I will also admit to being a little put off by its size when it arrived, however 

once I got started I found I actually enjoyed it. 

The plot is pretty much just one of tangled relationships, feuds and sexual 

tension which focus on the village of Fittlescombe and the House of Furlings. 

The principle plotline revolves around disinherited Tatiana Flint-Hamilton’s 

schemes to wrest said house from the new owner the equally scheming Brett 

Cranley.  Mixed in with this is a host of supporting characters all with their own 

subplots which work well within the story if in places it does feel a little 

contrived, having said that not everything that happened was obvious. A minor 

quibble would be that while the host of relationships and circumstances change 

over the novel it’s hard to say that the characters develop. Tatiana gets a little 

nicer but mostly they are who you meet at the beginning although that didn’t 



really bother me too much overall. 

This was easy to read with a good pace, not a novel you have to work 

at but certainly a fun read. 

 

Susan Walsh -@truckermercedes 

Poor little rich Girl, Tati looses out on becoming Heiress of the family Estate. 

Her aim in life is to get it back  

Hell Raising Party Girl Tati has to take a back seat when what she thinks will be 

her Inheritance,goes to someone else. 

A furious Tati,left with a meagre trust fund,Tati wants to find a way of getting 

what she feels is rightfully hers. 

An exciting read,where you can engage with the locals,romp 

through steamy bedroom scenes & wait to see the outcome for the 

gorgeous Tati. 

Will she get her hearts desire & to what lengths will she go to to get what she 

wants. A thoroughly good read 

 

Nikki Clark  

‘The Inheritance’ is a fabulous frolic with Fittlescombe's finest - sexy, 

scandalous and simply Swell!  

The inheritance in this story is Tatiana Flint-Hamilton’s birth right, according 

to her. Her beloved family home, Furlings, is taken for granted somewhat much 

like her wealth until it is taken away due to her father’s disapproval of her 

inappropriate behaviour. In his will, Tatiana’s father leaves the family estate to 

a distant cousin leaving Tatiana outraged and the rest of the village of 

Fittlescombe bemused wondering who the newcomers are. 

Brett Cranley is a very successful and wealthy man who moves his family into 

Furlings much to Tatiana’s disgust. She will do anything to get her beloved 

family home back but it seems her father has ensured this will not be easy and 

with her spoilt behaviour and disgraceful antics dividing the village, she cannot 

rely on any one else for support and Brett is certainly not giving Furlings up in 

a hurry. 

There follows a competition of sorts where Brett and Tatiana each tries to gain 

the upper hand, their vulnerabilities coming to light as well as their strengths. I 



therefore felt that although I should disapprove of them both, I didn’t entirely 

and I appreciated they each had a well hidden softer side. That said, the book is 

more racy than relaxing and is really pure escapism – think Jackie Collins, Jilly 

Cooper and the like. Sexy and scandalous with just the right amount of softness 

– a great fun read! 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

Definitely one for fans of Jilly Cooper's very successful 'horsey set'  

novels who will love all this 'slap and tickle', unfortunately I don't.  

Sadly, ‘The Inheritance’ by Tilly Bagshawe is just not my kind of book, and  for 

this reason I find it hard to find anything positive to say about it. 

Definitely one for fans of Jilly Cooper's very successful 'horsey set'  novels who 

will love all this 'slap and tickle', unfortunately I don't. 

The writing was very pleasant and could have been an entertaining saga about 

English village life and the whole 'big house' thing, but I just found that the 

unnecessary and crude sexual descriptions in the book were a turn off for me.  

 

Nicky Hudson  

A rip roaring summer read, guaranteed to chase out those winter 

blues...’The Inheritance’ is everything it says on the cover "racy, 

pacy and scandalously indulgent".  

I love Tilly Bagshawe books, they always promise, scandal, sex and a large 

dollop of backstabbing, ‘The Inheritance’ is no exception. I found it slow to start 

as there were so many characters and places, and I have to be honest I really 

didn't like Tatiana Flint-Hamilton as a character. She grew on me as the book 

progressed but she was the stereotypical IT girl beautiful with no morals or 

cares. Tati looses everything she cares about when her father dies including 

Furlings her childhood home set in the beautifully described village of 

Fittlescombe. Tatiana is obsessed with claiming it back, but her father has left 

the house to some distant Aussie relatives much to her disgust. Self made 

businessman Brett Cranley gets under her skin right from the beginning making 

Tati vow that  she will do anything to destroy him, but how much is she willing 

to risk? If you love detailed books describing wonderful English villages and its 

occupants and love books by Fiona Walker and Jilly Cooper then this is the book 

for you. Overall a fab book, and a great summer read! 



Judith Waring 

Having read some of Tilly Bagshawe's other books in the past I hoped I would 

be guaranteed the same sort of good read as before - one that was enjoyable, 

interesting, with well rounded characters and a good BIG story to get lost in 

and I am glad to say I wasn't disappointed. 

The story scoops you in right from the start with the wonderfully description of 

the valley and surroundings so much so you can picture it clearly in your head, 

and then it immediately piques your interest with the main character Tatiana 

Flint-Hamilton exploding out of her house in naked pursuit of a Secretary of 

State who she has obviously been sleeping with ! Just what is going on ?! 

However, regardless of this obvious sexy interlude, I did find the book blurb 

slightly misleading as it offers up the book as a 'riotous, scandalous and saucy 

romp' but I found it to be a more gentle and deeper novel than that with a really 

good and touching storyline.  

Various members of the village pop up throughout the story but whilst they lend 

to, and expand the story they don't take over and nicely play their supporting 

roles as they were meant to do. 

But eventually, as with all good books, you reluctantly enter the final chapters 

where the threads all come together to be tied up and the characters realise who 

it is they actually need and want to be with -  

All in all ‘The Inheritance is a wonderful book that I really enjoyed 

reading, with great characters who I cared about and with a great 

descriptive writing style that kept me pulled in completely throughout so that I 

never wanted to put the book down.  

It definitely is a BIG book at just over 500 pages but I really wished 

it had been even longer. 

  

Magdalena Vidgen  

I have to confess that, unfortunately, I didn't like this book. 

It was highly predictable, the characters were not believable and the 

plot was weak. 

The love-hate relationship between the two main protagonists was a cliché and 

wasn't a surprise. 

Overall, to me it was a complete waste of time. 



Rachel Bridgeman  

This is the perfect summer book, great for fans of Wendy Holden or Jilly 

Cooper, Tilly Bagshawe is easily as good! A comedy, a love story with 

scheming, plotting, great characters and a chunky read without being 

over long.  

There's a reason I've been reading every book by Tilly Bagshawe since the start, 

she is an assured writer with great plotting , convincing characters and a 

comedic touch that sometimes borders slapstick but isn't over done. Definitely as 

good as Jilly Cooper, in my humble opinion, I don't say that lightly being a 

massive Cooper fan. This is definitely my favourite of her books and is great 

summer reading. 

 

Alison Greenacre  

Dull, predictable and repetitive....  

"Tilly Bagshaw renowned for her breathless plotting, colourful characters and 

addictive story telling".... I was really looking forward to this read, not my 

usual, but none the less I do love a good story.... This book was about as far 

removed from the description above as is possible.  The plot was boring, the 

characters TOTAL stereo types and the writing was dreadful and VERY 

repetitive.  I'm sad to say I will not be picking up another.  (sorry). 

 

Margaret Quirke 

A rip roaring read! Difficult family relations, adultery, secrets and 

lies! Could not put it down! Many unsympathetic characters but compelling 

all the same. Contemporary, celebrity culture and thoroughly entertaining. 

 

 

 


