
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Insurrection by Robyn Young 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

 

Linda Amos 

Awesome! 

Do not read this book if you want a gentle stroll 

through 13th Century Scotland.  A battlefield in 

this time period is not for the faint-hearted: the 

screams of men and animals; severed limbs and 

broken bodies; the scavengers after the fight 

looking for trophies, clothes and weapons; all is 

in view of the reader. 

The book covers a 13-year period in the life of a 

boy – Robert the Bruce – and his family and 

friends, the political situation and the wars in 

which he was involved.  He travelled from 

Scotland to Ireland to be trained by a friend of 

his house.  He returned to Scotland, then 

England where he was befriended by some of the 

younger members of prominent families.  He 

saw action in Wales and became involved in 

recovering the four relics of the Kingdom which 

caused him regret later.  The loss of his grandfather, death of his wife, deceit of 

his closest allies caused him great pain.  Robert takes time to realise why his 

father is such an angry man. 

This is a long book at over 600 pages but I didn’t want to put it down.  The 

research is spot-on.  The writing throughout is excellent. 

I have read the book twice, unheard of for me, and I cannot wait to read 

the other books in the series. 

 

 



Elisabeth Thomas - www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

A stunning piece of historical fiction. 

This is the first novel in the ‘Insurrection’ trilogy books covering the Scottish 

Wars of Independence. 

‘Insurrection’ is a novel about English and Scottish politics, successions within 

the nobility and the bid for Scottish Royal thrones. Familiar historical people 

included in the novel include William Wallace and Robert Bruce. 

I found the book rather confusing at the start – not having any knowledge of 

this particular period in history but as the book progressed any initial confusion 

was left behind and I began to thoroughly enjoy the book. The list of characters 

both fictional and real along with a family tree at the back of the book helped as 

did the way Robyn Young wrote the story. 

The story starts in 1286 with the death of King Alexander III and follows the 

fight by all parties for the right to wear the Scottish Crown. The book also 

encompasses King Edward I attempts to quash the 1294-1295 revolt of the 

Welsh led by Madog ap Llywelyn. 

This book is historical fiction at its best. The battle scenes are so 

realistic you can smell the spilt blood and it feels like that you are 

actually there the descriptions are so vivid! 

I will definitely be reading the next 2 books in the series – this book has bought 

to life a period in history that has been a bit neglected by contemporary 

historical fiction which seems to prefer the War of the Roses, Roman times and 

Tudor/Elizabethan times. 

 

Sarah Musk 

A vivid, incredibly exciting book about a very turbulent time in 

Scotland's history.  Robyn Young is a truly talented historical 

writer!  

This book has some of the most exciting battle and hand to hand combat scenes 

that I have ever read.  Robyn Young has a real talent for description and setting 

an atmosphere.  The battle scenes are so realistic and vividly described it 

sometimes takes a while for the images to go away.  Similar with her 

descriptions of thirteenth century Scotland - you really feel the brutality and 

insecurity of the times. 

I found the story very historically accurate with some changes made but not 



many.  The book was so involving that I was prompted to research more about 

the main protaganists because I found them all so interesting.  If this is the 

standard of historical writing from Robyn Young then put me down to read 

every single book she has ever written!  I loved it! 

 

Cathy Petersen - @Cerysthepup 

Terrific tale of a Scotland in turmoil and a young Robert the Bruce 

who must decide his destiny.  

I absolutely loved this! I read a lot of historical fiction, some better than 

others but this is one that certainly stands out. The story follows the early years 

of Robert the Bruce and the turmoil of the Scottish War of Independence so is 

full of action and intrigue and some terrific characters, all of which are 

wonderfully realised and very well balanced across all viewpoints. The writing 

is excellent, well researched and with a good eye to detail without slowing the 

pace at all. Overall, I found this a totally absorbing read and cannot wait to 

read the rest in the series. 

 

Helen Skinner - www.shereadsnovels.wordpress.com 

A fascinating, atmospheric tale...I absolutely loved this book and I'm 

looking forward to reading the other two in the trilogy.  

This book is the first in a trilogy telling the story of Robert the Bruce, one of the 

most important figures in Scotland's history.  In this instalment, beginning in 

1286, we meet Robert as a young boy in a Scotland torn apart by the death of 

King Alexander III.  In England, meanwhile, King Edward I is searching for 

four ancient relics that will enable Merlin's Last Prophecy to be fulfilled... 

 ‘Insurrection’ is exactly the sort of historical fiction I love.  I often find that 

historical novels either focus too much on romance and court intrigue or are too 

action-packed with one long battle scene after another.  I had neither problem 

with this book; I found it to be a fascinating, atmospheric tale of kings and 

knights, witches and soldiers, treachery, murder and war.  The descriptive 

writing is wonderful and the battles (yes, there are a few) are well written and 

easy to follow.  

Before beginning this book, I knew very little about Robert the Bruce and this 

period of history so I felt that I was really learning a lot.  Everything felt 

accurate and thoroughly researched and although I had to concentrate to keep 

track of the complex politics and relationships between the characters, I was 



never bored.  At the end of the book there's a character list, glossary of medieval 

terms and a chart showing the order of succession to the Scottish throne, all of 

which I found useful.    

I absolutely loved this book and I'm looking forward to reading the other two in 

the trilogy. 

 

Les Warriner  

An excellent and enthralling tale of the struggle for Scottish 

independence in the 13th century.  Hopefully the current debate on the 

subject will not prove as bloody.  

The plot is complex and full of intrigue.  It follows the ever-changing 

relationship between Robert the Bruce, the emergent king of Scotland in 

waiting, and Edward I, with characters such as William Wallace and Arthurian 

legend thrown in for good measure. 

The work is extremely well researched and boasts a full bibliography, list of 

dramatis personae, map and a glossary of the medieaval words found in the 

plot - how refreshing!  Robyn Young's descriptive style is worth a mention - it 

puts the reader at the scene, be it in the midst of a battle or a feast. 

The tale runs from 1286 to 1299 and spans Robert's early childhood following 

the death of Alexander III the King of Scotland through to his early manhood 

embracing the struggles for power within Scotland and the United Kingdom, if 

that phrase can be used at all in this context.  Revolts are commonplace in 

Wales and Scotland under the yoke of the English, and Robert's allegiance to 

Edward does not survive. 

The plot is complex, as are the relationships of the various characters, and 

indeed countries.  History was never this interesting at school.  The 

story moves forward through many distinct opposites - love/hate, 

loyalty/treachery, peace/war, innocence/guilt, honesty/deceit - all extremes are 

here. 

The book is very difficult to put down, all credit to the author's style.  I look 

forward to the rest of the series, and would definitely recommend it. 

 

Maggie Crane 

This book was a delight to read, bringing the Events in Scotland 

concerning William Wallace and Robert the Bruce to life, allowing an 



understanding which many would, South of the border, be ignorant concerning. 

There is some artistic licence involved, but that is sublimated within the reality 

of the situation which opens up a vista of chivalry, warring between the Scots 

themselves whilst trying to fight Edward I, and the injustices which resonate 

down to this day with those across the Border.  

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is another take on the life of Robert the Bruce. It is well written and despite 

being 633 pages long kept my interest from beginning to end. It is the first 

novel in a trilogy and will leave you wanting to read the other 2. 

Fact and fiction are skilfully woven together , with a quest thrown in 

for good measure. 

 

Sue Broom  

A very well-written and atmospheric book  

My previous knowledge of this period of Scottish history having been gleaned 

from ‘Braveheart’, it was fascinating to read a version from Robert the Bruce’s 

viewpoint.  He comes across at first as a man who has difficulty saying no, 

swearing pledges of loyalty to everyone who asks him.  But as Scotland’s 

struggle for independence progresses, he finds himself torn between trying to 

stay loyal to friends in opposing camps and also to his dead grandfather’s 

ambition for his family.  Which way to jump?  I enjoyed following his 

manoeuvring through the minefield of 13th century politics. 

A very well-written and atmospheric book, though I skipped over the gory 

battle scenes.  Robert is portrayed as a more thoughtful and compassionate 

man than many of his generation and there is plenty of depth given to lesser 

players in the drama.  The action is relentless.  Really enjoyed it and 

looking forward to laying my hands on the second and third books 

in the series - maybe the spider will make an appearance... 

 

Sarah Harper 

This is an exceptionally well written story and an enjoyable way to 

learn some of Scotland’s rich history.  

I'm still finding my feet with historical fiction and have very little experience of 

this type of book however I was not disappointed by Robyn Young's 



‘Insurrection’.  The list of fictional characters, glossary and plan of succession to 

the Scottish throne were thoughtful additions to the book and all extremely 

useful to me as a novice reader of historical fiction.  In the past I have been left 

wondering how the characters were related, which were real and which had 

been added for the purpose of a good read and this helped to resolve those 

questions for Insurrection.  The opening battle scene very quickly pulled me in 

and from that point there was no going back.  This is an exceptionally well 

written story.  Robert the Bruce grows from a child to a man as the clans war 

and the noblemen scheme.  The characters and dialogue are so well formed that 

you feel as if you are watching the medieval scenes first hand.  The battles and 

stunning scenery, even the the smells and tastes are so vividly described that 

they evoke the images effortlessly in your mind. 

I was pleasantly surprised at how much I enjoyed this book and I am eager to 

read the rest of the Insurrection trilogy as soon as I can.  Well written books like 

this are slowly  converting me into a lover of historical novels.  An enjoyable 

way to learn some of Scotland’s rich history.  

 

Susan Wallace  

Really good read, put your feet up with a cup of tea and this book and enjoy.  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book and I’m not a big fan of 

historical fiction.  However, I have always had a particular interest in this 

period of history and this added to my knowledge in a way that was interesting 

and thought provoking. 

I found myself wanting to know more about the period and the characters.  I 

will certainly go on to read the others in the trilogy. 

 

Glenda Worth  

‘Insurrection’ - a long book with a lot of historical facts to remember. 

I struggled to read this book and found it difficult going. The story 

could be told in half the size of novel.  

‘Insurrection’ - A long story which I struggled to get through as there was so 

much to remember with different characters and battles to be won. The main 

character Robert the Bruce jumps from childhood to adult and back throughout 

the book, whilst all around battles are being lost and won with a lot of gruesome 

detail. A more concise novel, half as long would have been adequate and I feel 

much more readable. 



Gaynor Passmore  

An enjoyable historical novel detailing the early years of Robert The Bruce  

I really enjoyed this historical novel although I was a bit daunted at 

first as it is quite a long book.  However, I did find it easy to read and 

soon got into it.  It was good to find out a bit more about this period of 

history and the character of Robert The Bruce.  This is the first book I have read 

by Robyn Young and will definitely look forward to reading the other books in 

the Trilogy as well as some of her other books. 


