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Sandra Rabiasz  

The perfect accompaniment to a big 

cup of coffee and a plate of chocolate 

biscuits.  

A romantic proposal in Paris acts as a 

catalyst in the lives of a group of women 

who are all linked to a greater, or lesser, 

degree to the newly engaged couple. Leila, 

Grace, Vonnie, Susie and Birdie all have 

emotional and relationship problems to 

grapple with and although the outcomes are 

pretty predictable this is still an enjoyable, 

easy read. The Birdie parts of the story 

were, for me, the most interesting. Her 

storyline was not such a well trodden path 

as that of the other characters and what 

happened to her and what might happen 

next would be a whole other story! 

 

Janet Gilliard 

I loved this book. The lives of several people affected by the engagement of (the 

rather irritatingly perfect) Katy and Michael are woven together in a fantastic 

story. Leila pining for a lost love, Grace, Michaels mother and Vonnie and Lee 

all have their own part in the story. A must read. I would highly 

recommend this book. Close the curtains snuggle up in bed and read 

this lovely book.  

 

Edel Waugh 

I am a big fan of Cathy Kelly's writing and this book reminded me of 



why I love her books so much. Cathy writes about characters very well, 

you can't help but feel for them and what they are going through and in this 

book with an upcoming wedding there are plenty of people who will be going to 

the wedding who's own lives are going through many ups and downs. My 

personal favourite character was Leila who was having love and family 

problems, my heart just went out to her! If you want a satisfying comfort read 

to curl up with then read ‘It Started With Paris’.   

 

Ann Peet  

Warm, entertaining and satisfying.  

Cathy Kelly excels at drawing you immediately into the story and 

making you care about her characters. Here the people are all connected 

to Katy and Michael who get engaged at the start of the novel. The different 

characters face many modern dilemmas - making stepfamilies work, getting 

good nursing home care, coping with teenagers with eating disorders and plain 

old-fashioned heartbreak when relationships go wrong. The marriage planning 

acts as a catalyst, drawing some couples together and making some realise that 

the wrong choices they have made don't have to ruin their lives. 

I had hoped from the title that there would be more about Paris but was happy 

to sink in to the warm, cosy, Irish community life. It's an entertaining, 

undemanding read and very satisfying as the characters you like find love and 

the very few unsympathetic ones get their just deserts. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Beautifully written, this book made me cry but it was wonderful. 

This book is full of suspense, you need to read this urgently. It will not 

disappoint. 

 

Susan Burton  

Feel good read as you would expect from Cathy Kelly. 

I really enjoyed this book and loved the characters in the book with all their 

different personalities, the book touches on many aspects of life and how people 

deal with different situations.  I would thoroughly recommend this as a feel 

good book to read. 



 

Joy Bosworth  

This is an enjoyable book.  Easy pick up and put down because it is written in 

short segments.  

This is an enjoyable book (and has a few nice interludes for the dog 

lovers amongst us), but it was not as engrossing as the earlier Cathy 

Kelly tales were. 

I felt I was being steered towards the people I should like or empathise with 

whereas one used not to think of anything except the unfolding story. 

Where one usually would have a fresh chapter or at least a typeface change to 

denote a different time or character (assuming a heading is not used), with this 

book I'd just be in the throes of reading one character's tale - often over several 

paragraph breaks - only to find the next paragraph has now jumped to 

someone or somewhere else. 

This was really frustrating but it did show I was caught up in the action else I 

wouldn't have minded about the interruption. 

As a Cathy Kelly book I expect a lot and had it been some other author I'm sure 

I'd have been quite satisfied.   

There are several strands interwoven in the book, this is a usual device but it 

seems to be harder work this time around.  A doormat turns with unbelievable 

ease into a self sufficient go getter whilst a pantomime baddy suddenly reforms 

- all of which seems a bit unlikely but then, it is fiction. 

As it was a Cathy Kelly book I expected a lot but had it been some other author 

I'm sure I'd have been quite satisfied. 

 

Hilary Nuth  

‘It Started with Paris’...and ended with happiness. A craicing read!  

‘It Started with Paris’ starts with the engagement story of Michael and Katy, 

who become engaged at the top of the Eiffel Tower.   

They are the perfect couple who are madly in love with each other and their 

perfect love is the backdrop for all the wrong turns and searching for love and 

happiness of the other characters in the book. 

 



Cathy Kelly weaves together the stories of all those who will be involved in the 

ensuing wedding and preparations. From heartbroken career girl, Leila, to wise 

headteacher Grace and her wistful musings about her broken marriage.  

I really enjoyed this book, it has a lot of strong female characters in 

it so definitely a book to recommend to your friends.  

 

Pam Kennedy  

Enjoyed this book it was very easy to read with believable 

characters I would not say it gripped me but yes I did like it. 

I did enjoy reading this book its settings and its characters it was very readable. 

This book though is not my sort of genre. I do not really like books that after you 

have met all the characters and their problems or whatever you can more or 

less work out what is what and what will happen next and I found this book like 

that, I think again Cathy Kelly has a massive hit on her hands her fans will go 

overboard for it. For me I am not saying I would never read these books again 

but it would be a last choice. As I have already said it will be a hit. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas – www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

This book is perfect for cuddling down with on a cold winter evening.  

In Paris, at the top the Eiffel Tower, a young man from Ireland proposes to the 

love of his life. When she says ‘yes’ everything changes, not only for the young 

couple but it brings changes for all their friends and family who are waiting for 

them back in Bridgeport, Ireland. 

Can the wedding of this young couple change the lives and fortunes of those 

around them: Leila the best friend of the bride who is suffering following the 

breakdown of her own marriage; Vonnie, the wedding cake maker who is a 

young widow trying to find love for a second time; Birdie, the mother of the 

bride who has lived for too long with a domineering husband and Grace, 

mother of the groom who is divorced from her husband and feels the loneliness 

of being single every day. 

This terrific cast of characters is drawn together because of one moment at the 

top of the Eiffel Tower.  I loved this book – it is not just sentimental “chick lit” 

(which I am not a great fan of) but an exploration of human emotions and how 

our lives impact on each other without us perhaps even realising it, so I was 

pleasantly surprised with the book as I thought it would be just another 



romance story.  There is much more to this book than first meets the 

eye.  I would definitely recommend this as a book perfect for 

cuddling down with on a cold winter evening. 

 

Sarah Harper 

This perfectly crafted story flows with ease. It’s comfortable and 

heartwarming and you’ll want to savour every minute.  

Cathy Kelly has done it again with this terrific book.  The story tracks the lives 

of the family and friends of Katy and Michael, following Michael’s proposal at 

the top of the Eiffel Tower.  The characters are fascinating, disparate, detailed 

and well rounded.  There are psychopathic ex-wives, grieving divorcees, 

successful business women, down-trodden mothers and estranged sisters.  Their 

lives are all somehow linked to the betrothed couple and, although it seemed like 

a large cast at first, they all have a role to play in the story and the fact that 

they are so believable makes it feel like you know each of them in person.  Their 

highs and lows and the intricacies of their relationships all ring true and I 

looked forward eagerly to ‘catching up’ with them each day.  This perfectly 

crafted story flows with ease.  It’s comfortable and heartwarming.  You’ll want 

to savour every minute and will almost certainly miss the characters 

afterwards as I did.  This is Cathy Kelly at her best.  It’s an enjoyable read 

which I can happily recommend with confidence. 

 

Suzanne Marsh - www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

I wanted to read the number one best seller ‘It Started With Paris’ by Cathy 

Kelly as I have read some of Cathy Kelly's novels before. I always seem to 

engage with the strong wonderful characters that Cathy blends throughout all 

of her novels. 

On top of the Eiffel Tower in the beautiful romantic Paris Michael surprises his 

girlfriend by kneeling down on one knee takes a ring from his pocket and asks 

Kathy to be his wife. As Michael and Kathy are made for each other family and 

friends are delighted with the news that are set to finally get married. 

Leila, Kathy's best friend felt safe after years of dating all the wrong guys, has 

not been so lucky with her husband, he leaves Leila for some young hipster girl. 

There is more heartbreak for Leila as her sister Susie phones to say that their 

mother has been in a car crash. What readers can expect from Cathy 

Kelly's new novel ‘It Started With Paris’ is a busy jam packed 



storytelling about modern life with romance and heartbreak. 

I hope all readers enjoy reading ‘It Started With Paris’ as much as I have. 

 

Ailsa Hindhaugh 

‘It Started With Paris’ is a Fantastic, sophisticated story about various people 

whom are brought together by a wedding.  

Leila is the best friend of Katy (the woman who just got engaged in Paris). She 

was married to the man of her dreams, or so she thought. That is until he ups 

and leaves her. Now she is trying to plod through life on her own and although 

work as a promoter of movies keeps her busy, she still is devastated that now 

she is alone. She then has to try and deal with being there for her best friend 

who is happily in love and about to get married, when a family accident calls 

her home to her mother. She feels out of her depth and it is made worse now she 

has no one to confide in anymore. 

Vonnie has a son and after losing her husband to a terrible accident, moved to 

Ireland to start again, where she opens up a cake store. Years later she meets 

Lee and all though they want to move on with their life, there is someone from 

Lee’s life who is determined to stop them in their tracks. 

And then there’s Grace. Grace is a divorced head teacher and the mother of the 

groom. Now that her son is getting married she needs to involve her ex-husband 

(who now has a new partner). This means they are going to spend more time 

together, although they get on great now, things weren’t always that way, but 

now they start to wonder if they made a mistake all those years ago. Should 

they get back together? Or should they leave things alone? 

‘It Started With Paris’ is a beautifully written tale of how lives intertwine when 

a wedding is involved. From family, to friends, to cake bakers, follow their lives 

as they try and deal with their own lives as well as dealing with the upcoming 

nuptials. 

I personally give this book 5 out of 5. I would advise you to switch off 

your phone, pour a glass of wine and sit back and relax. I truly hope 

you will enjoy this as much as I do. 

 

Angela Rhodes 

"Will you marry me?" the most precious three little words, after "I love you" 

that a girl wants to hear, and what better place to hear them, than Paris, the 



city of love. 

Michael and Katy are getting married, and this changes the lives of friends and 

family, from Grace a divorced head teacher and Michaels mum, Lela Katy’s best 

friend, who is reeling from a broken heart, Vonnie, the cake baker, and a cute 

dog called Pixie 

I really enjoyed reading Cathy’s new novel, as it wasn't the usual 

chic lit, it has so much more.  The dynamics of relationships between 

sisters, parents, children, and it has humour in it too. You can relate to so many 

of the characters, and their flaws or ways. It's the perfect read to curl up with, 

on the long Winter Nights. The best book Cathy has written, and I love 

them all. 

 

Kim Kirrage 

I love this book so much. It is definitely one of my favourites I haven’t read 

many books like it but yeah I love it. I love the mini chapter before it all. This is a 

lovely book. I have told my family and friends about it. I didn’t want to 

put the book down. I read it even when I wasn't supposed to ;) hehe 

but if you are reading this review I think you should get this book. 

 

Rachel Hall 

The opening premise for this book is centred around the proposal of Michael to 

his childhood sweetheart Katy in the very romantic setting of Paris.  Both in 

their late twenties they seem to have the ideal relationship and be all set for the 

perfect marriage and a predictable ending.  But the wedding involves far more 

people than simply those two and the related women in the story who each have 

some connection with the bride and groom to be, face far more challenging 

situations.  Ranging from the best friend of the bride, Leila who is pining for her 

husband of a year who has upped and left her, her sister Susie, a single parent 

of a young son, Grace and Birdie, the mothers of the bride and groom, one long 

divorced and one a long suffering and downtrodden wife through to Vonnie, the 

widowed cake maker. The modern dilemmas of these varying women are all 

realistically drawn and allowed me to empathise with how they would be 

feeling and given that there was a focus on five differing women, they were all 

fully developed.  A lesser author would have perhaps let some element of 

sketchiness creep in. 

Dismiss this book as pure chick lit at your peril: it is much more 



accomplished than that and displays many of the qualities that I so loved 

about the late, great Maeve Binchy.  It managed to capture the emotions and 

issues of such a group of diverse women, despite their connection to the 

forthcoming nuptials of Katy and Michael.  Although this book is based around 

resolving relationship issues, the fact that it focused on women of differing age 

groups and in very different situations kept me engaged whereas I may have 

found a group of purely twenty-something women less so.  It conveys all the 

warmth of an uplifting novel set in an Irish town that I believe will appeal to 

women across the age spectrum. 

An absolutely adorable novel from start to finish that was a treasure 

to read! 

 

Wendy Stubbs 

Another great storyline from this easy read author.  Lighthearted, heart 

warming interwoven characters who you could relate to.  Every day 

lives bought to life through this book, a must read.  

For hardened Cathy Kelly fans and those new to this author this is a great read.  

The story starts in Paris and from the first page onwards the twists and turns 

and ups and downs of the lives of the friends and family back home in Ireland, 

will never be the same.  Family trauma's, dramas, illness, divorce, teenagers 

and a big helping of romance, make this a great read.  Bringing tears and 

laughter to the reader and the desire to read on for what will happen next.  

Cathy Kelly at her best. 

 

Joanne Nuttie  

It's been a long time since I have read a Cathy Kelly book. I was so pleased I was 

chosen to review this one. Cathy writes with a light easy flow, her choice of 

words and this storyline made this a truly enjoyable book. Not a heavy read 

which made you want to keep going back for more.  

There were lots of different characters in this book but Cathy has a rare skill 

and you never forgot who was who. I liked them all immensely and would 

struggle to choose one over the others.  

There was so many happy endings for lots of the characters, making this a feel 

good book. It certainly put a smile on my face.  

I would recommend to others without any hesitation and will look 



forward to reading another of Cathy Kelly's books soon.  

 

Susan Walsh @truckermercedes 

A couple in Paris, the city of Romance, the Eiffel Tower, a proposal.  

Loved this. A tale of Romance, a proposal high up the Eiffel Tower where many 

onlookers witnessed the giving of a ring with joyous applause. 

But nothing good lasts forever as they say and one day two people become one 

once again. 

Cathy Kelly writes splendidly about modern life and love in a 

wonderful way. 

You won’t want to put this down. 10/10.  

A brilliant read. 

 

Ann  

Delightful and heartwarming story about love - love lost, love found 

and love regained.  

This is a charming and compelling story about the lives of different women who 

have found love, lost the person they loved and have found love. It is a love story 

told from many different angles. 

The story begins with Michael proposing to Katy at the top of the Eiffel Tower  

Although it is a story of love it contains some thorns. One of these is, Jennifer, 

the ex-wife of Stephen who has found love with Vonnie who owns a cake shop. 

Another is Katy's father, a successful business man whose controlling instincts 

have almost destroyed his wife. 

The story is a jigsaw full of interesting characters whose lives interweave and 

collide until eventually the picture is complete. 

I was reluctant to put this book down and found it a very enjoyable and 

satisfying read. 

 

Christine Phillips – Twitter: @Chrisph48 

This book was really enjoyable. I loved reading about the characters 

and I laughed and cried with them all. My favourites were Leila, Birdie 



and Vonnie.  

An engagement changes everything for the happy couple, and for their family 

and friends. Katy and Michael are getting married - lots of plans to be made, 

and a time when family and friends all come together for a celebration. 

Weddings bring out memories of the past and wishes for the future. It is a time 

for new beginnings, where anything seems possible. The characters have 

decisions and compromises to make, and fears to face; while doing this there 

are plenty of laughs and tears.  

I loved this book, I felt I knew everyone and was interested in their lives. So 

much so that when I wasn't reading I would think how it would all end. I didn't 

tell you much more about the plot, as I want you to enjoy the book as much as I 

did. Read this and you will not be disappointed. Curl up with a cuppa and some 

chocolate and let the story unfold. One of my favourite books I have read this 

year. Looking forward to purchasing more from Cathy Kelly. 

 

Jenny Shirley  

Thoroughly enjoyable read, likeable characters, all intertwined in a 

smoothly spun romantic novel that’s perfect for a relaxing nights 

reading.  

I enjoyed this romantic novel despite telling myself I probably wouldn't! As a 

big fan of Maeve Binchy, to whom Cathy Kelly has been compared, I 

immediately decided that this novel wouldn't come up to par. I'm glad to say 

that I was wrong! This was a lovely read, with all the characters stories 

delicately intertwined throughout the novel, each reaching their own stories 

conclusion neatly and, perhaps, without surprise. But that's ok because 

sometimes you just want to enjoy a book and not have to think too much.  

I found this a light, enjoyable, relaxing read.  The story was pretty steady with 

no real highs or lows, and you don't get to see any real depth to the characters. 

It's a nice book, a relaxing, feel good, but forgettable read. 

 

Sarah Mustafa  

A lovely book to cosy up and read as the autumn nights draw in.  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book, available from Lovereading co.uk.  The 

story unfolds with a proposal at the top of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, where the 

reader meets two of the main characters, Michael and Katy.  Their story is 



romantic and enchanting and weaves through the heart of the book which 

centres on their forthcoming nuptials and brings together their friends and 

family for the wedding.  There is a great cast of characters, who each reveal 

their tales of heartbreak, loss and reconciliation.  The start of a new love affair 

also emerges in the book.  Cathy Kelly really brought the characters to life in her 

writing which was charming and funny in places too and I wanted to find out 

more about the characters.  I particularly liked the way that Paris was drawn 

in again towards the end of the book where it was revealed to have meaning for 

one other special couple.  A lovely book to cosy up and read as the autumn 

nights draw in! 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

After a deceptively innocuous start with a marriage proposal in Paris, this 

seemed to indicate just another lightweight romantic novel.  It soon became 

obvious that was not the case. The initial leading characters Michael and Katy 

returned home to Ireland (what is it with books at the moment so many are set 

in Ireland!) and it is their planned wedding that is central to the story.  A huge 

range of characters who become part to the proceedings leading up to their big 

day all have stories to tell.  Not just family members but just about everyone 

from friends to the cake maker are skillfully woven together during the 

preparations.  It did become slightly confusing keeping track of all those 

concerned and how they were connected – who was married, divorced, 

separated, having an affair or widowed. So many it’s not possible to single them 

out by name.  It was fascinating though even if I did have to go back a page now 

and again to remind myself who was who! 

A delightful mix of business life, relationships, lifestyles and 

attitudes all contributed to keeping you completely absorbed 

throughout. A very entertaining and happy read. 

  

 

 


