
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The King’s Sister by Anne O’Brien 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Berwyn Peet  

Excellent historical novel with strong 

characters and a gripping plot.  

This is another excellent historical novel 

from Anne O'Brien. She really brings to life 

Elizabeth, the daughter of John of Gaunt and 

sister of the future King Henry IV. She is a 

headstrong character who rejects the 

strategic marriage that has been arranged 

for her and marries for love. A few years 

later her brother and husband are on 

opposite sides and Elizabeth has to choose 

between them. 

Ann O'Brien brilliantly evokes the time 

period she is writing about with details of 

food, clothes, jousts, etc. She is also skillful at 

explaining the complicated politics of 

shifting alliances between different factions 

without ever sounding like a text book. First 

and foremost this is a suspenseful fast 

moving story with well-drawn characters. I 

really felt for Elizabeth and her dilemma of having to choose between people she 

loved. It is a great story and learning a lot about this period of history is a 

bonus. 

 

Susan Wallace  

A great read.  I couldn't put it down.  The characters are so well 

depicted that I really cared about what happened to them.  

This is a really good book which I couldn't put down.  It tells the story of the 



sister of King Henry IV.  At a time when women of noble families were 

commodities, Elizabeth of Lancaster finds her own path to marry the man she 

loves in the face of her family's disapproval.  However, she faces a horrendous 

dilemma when she has to choose between her husband and her family. Really 

enthralling account of a period of English history that I knew little about.  I 

thoroughly recommend this book.  An immensely enjoyable read - I didn't want 

it to end. 

 

Christine Scott 

It was so engrossing from the first page to the last. What a story!!!  

Will look forward to reading more by Anne O'Brien in the future. Great 

Authoress with a great future in writing.  It was so interesting with the family 

being of John of Gaunt who was connected with Lincoln. I was born and live in 

Lincoln. We have a Gaunt Street and Kathryn Swynford is buried in Lincoln 

Cathedral. 

Absolutely brilliant story. 

 

Sarah Musk  

An exciting, absorbing book about passionate love at the court of 

Richard II.  You will love the magnetic, headstrong Elizabeth of 

Lancaster who finds love in dangerous times.  

Anne O'Brien has written a really interesting, absorbing historical novel.  It is 

set at the end of the fourteenth century at the court of Richard II.  Elizabeth is 

the daughter of John of Gaunt, uncle and advisor to the King but also well 

known for his third marriage to Katherine Swynford and being the ancestor of 

Henry VII and the Tudor dynasty. 

In this period the seeds of the Wars of the Roses are sown.  They are extremely 

dangerous times, especially if you end up on the wrong side - and this is what 

this book is about.  Being on the winning side - if you play the game right 

Elizabeth Lancaster is a headstrong, passionate girl and marries for love but 

she suffers for it because of her family connections and the political instability of 

the times.  I found her a fascinating admirable character with lots of courage.  

The story of her life is admirably told by Anne O'Brien who has a very 

compelling style of writing.  The agonies of mind that Elizabeth goes through is 

exceptionally well written - the author seems to have an innate understanding 

of the compulsions of love but also the torment of conscience and family 



loyalties.  This is an exciting book about brutal times when it was hard to be 

related to powerful lords and royalty and still live a peaceful, happy life. 

 

Kerry Bridges - http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

Elizabeth of Lancaster, cousin to the King, must know her place at 

Court.  But Elizabeth does not know her place and her actions put 

those she loves and all she holds dear in grave danger.  

Elizabeth of Lancaster is cousin to the King. It is her place to marry well and to 

make the right connections for her father, John of Gaunt. But Elizabeth is 

headstrong and spoilt and wants to make her own future so she marries the 

King's half-brother, John Holland, instead. But when her brother Henry comes 

to claim the throne, Elizabeth must make a terrible choice. Which side of her 

family should she choose? 

I have lived in Lancashire for the past 12 years so I felt an affinity with the 

Plantaganets and thought I would really enjoy a novel about their exploits. I 

might still do that, but I am afraid I didn't enjoy this one at all. Elizabeth, the 

character around whom the whole story revolves is a distinctly unpleasant and 

tedious character. She isn't a villain, with all the intrigue and interest which a 

character of that ilk can generate, she's just a thoroughly self-centred and 

unpleasant individual. 

Even more sadly, it's not as if any of the other characters in the novel are more 

pleasant or endearing. It might actually be that we don't get the chance to know 

them intimately enough since the book races through scenes with minute and 

pointless detail without fleshing out the characters in any way. I don't feel I 

know any of them any better than when I started it and sadly, I just don't want 

to. This was not a novel for me and I would be very surprised to find the 

audience it did appeal to. An idea of great promise, very poorly executed; I 

would not recommend this book at all. 

 

Magdalena Vidgen 

I started reading this book with high expectations. Plantagenet's struggles for 

power within the family always fascinated me. And seeing it from the woman's 

point of view was additional bonus, because we tend to think about history as 

made exclusively by men. 

The story of Elizabeth of Lancaster is fascinating - as a young girl of 17 she was 

married to an 8 years old boy to cement a political affiliation with a powerful 



family of Percy's ; with no regard for her blossoming womanhood or 

preferences. It was a generally accepted fate of all women from powerful 

families, but she was a strong character and eventually managed to achieve an 

annulment of her marriage in order to marry a man of her choice, for whom 

her heart trembled and her senses swam. He was the king Henry II's half-

brother and a very ambitious courtier. They loved each other, but family 

localities were always present in their relationship. And when Elizabeth's 

brother took the crown, deposing King Henry, they could not stay on the same 

side... 

The second half of the book did not read very well - possibly because I could not 

comprehend or empathise with a woman who had to endure so much 

heartbreak and hardship. But I admired the strength of her character and the 

ability to retain dignity in the most cruel of circumstances.  

Overall, interesting read from the historical point of view, but not 

my favourite style. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

Anne O'Brien tells us what it was like to be a Plantagenet princess, a 

pawn to be married to the most 'suitable' bidder. 

The inside workings of a kingdom riven with power struggles and jealousy.  

History paints Elizabeth of Lancaster as a ‘wanton strumpet’. 

We meet her as a romantic, indulged 17 year old, filled with ideas of romantic 

love. She is the daughter of John of Gaunt, son of Edward !!!.  

This is in the time after the Peasants Revolt, Richard 11 her cousin is on the 

throne. Her fathers’ house, the Savoy Palace was destroyed during the riots. 

They are now safely installed in Kenilworth Castle which John has refurbished. 

She meets her husband to be, not a tall wonderful knight but an eight year old 

Duke of Pembroke. She is devastated and challenges her father. She is told in no 

uncertain terms that marriages are political and important to bolstering the 

throne and her family. 

Now as a married woman she is free to go to Richards Court and enjoy the 

entertainments. 

She meets and is attracted to Richards’s half brother, John Holland. 

He unashamedly woos and seduces her and when she finds that she is pregnant 

she has to go to her father to get her marriage annulled so she can marry 



Holland. 

We follow her through Richard being deposed and her brother Henry becoming 

king. 

She is torn between husband and brother and will her choice hurt one at the 

expense of the other? 

A fascinating retelling of history with insights in to the wheeling’s and dealings 

of 14th century England. 

 

Helen Skinner -  www.shereadsnovels.wordpress.com 

An enjoyable, entertaining historical novel that brings the 14th century to life.  

‘The King’s Sister’ is an enjoyable historical novel set in the 14th century.  As the 

daughter of John of Gaunt, uncle to King Richard II, Elizabeth of Lancaster does 

not have the freedom to marry as she chooses.  At seventeen, an age when she is 

hoping for romantic love, she is forced into marriage with the eight-year-old 

Earl of Pembroke. 

As she waits for her husband to grow up, Elizabeth meets the King’s half-

brother, John Holland and finds herself breaking her marriage vows.  An 

annulment follows and Elizabeth weds again.  But when King Richard is 

deposed and replaced on the throne by Elizabeth’s own brother, now Henry IV, 

she must decide where her loyalties lie: with John Holland or with Henry? 

The King’s Sister is narrated by Elizabeth herself so we are able to get very close 

to her, accompanying her through her joy and heartache, sharing her agony as 

she is forced to make a decision nobody should ever have to make.  She is 

portrayed as a headstrong, defiant young woman who gives little thought to the 

consequences of her actions.   However, Elizabeth is aware that she has flaws 

and can be selfish, and she does develop as a person over the course of the novel, 

so I did have some sympathy for her. 

This is a fairly light novel concentrating on love and romance rather 

than politics and battles, but the author still manages to make the 

14th century come alive with descriptions of jousts and tournaments, balls 

and court gatherings.  We are given just enough information on the historical 

background, the political situation and the ever-changing alliances at court that 

I came away from this novel feeling that I’d learned something new. 

 

 



Mandy Carver  

I struggled to get into this book, but I'm glad I persevered as I really 

enjoyed it.  Anne O'Brien writes with such detail that you can really 

picture the scenes.  

I struggled to get into this book, but I'm glad I persevered as I really enjoyed it.  

Anne O'Brien writes with such detail that you can really picture the scenes.  

There were a few words I had to look up in the dictionary, but apart from that it 

was a good read.  The book is set at the end of the 14th Century and is about 

Elizabeth, daughter of John of Gaunt and cousin to the current young King of 

England.  At 17 she is forced to marry an 8 year old boy, as I guess in those 

times these marriages were arranged for political reasons.  She is wooed by the 

Kings half-brother and she (& I) get a bit confused by him blowing hot and cold 

- after a while they do realise they want to be together and she ends up falling 

pregnant so they speak to her Father who finally agrees to an annulment with 

her young husband.  The story carries on with the events that really happened 

in those times - her brother being exiled and her sister going to Portugal to 

marry the future King of Portugal.  Then her brother comes back to claim the 

Throne, Elizabeth must make a choice between the 2 men in her life, her 

husband or her brother - who does she choose and what is the outcome? ...... You 

MUST read it to find out! 

 

Frida Spanberger  

A bit of struggle to begin with, but I did get ‘pulled’ into the intrigues 

of the English court and Elizabeth’s story and found it fascinating. 

And even if it was a bit tedious at times I did want to read on to find out what 

would happen.  

Elizabeth has always grown up knowing that her family name and heritage will 

mean that she has to make certain sacrifices and that her wedding will be one 

arranged to strengthen their position in society, but she still dreams of love and 

that her husband to be will be a gallant knight to swipe her off her feet. She is 

sorely disappointed to learn that she is married to a child. She will be a wife in 

waiting until he is of an age when they can live as man and wife. This is not a 

position the high spirited Elizabeth particularly enjoys and it is no wonder than 

that when interest is directed towards her by the charming John Holland she is 

flattered and finds herself falling in love. Here in lays her dilemma to follow her 

heart and allow herself the happiness she feels whenever she is in John’s 

company or do her duty to her family. 



A story of personal dilemmas of being bound by love and loyalty and how heart 

breaking it can be when choices have to be made between the people you hold 

dearest. 

Even if it was a bit tedious at times I did want to read on to find out what would 

happen. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

Very, very good.  The author has really researched her subject and 

has written a fantastic book.  I have never read this author before but I 

probably will in the future.  

I am not a fan of the Plantagenet’s but this book got me straight away. I was 

there with them, I could see it all, and I was a part of it and felt like I was 

actually involved.   Anne O'Brien has really done her research.  A great story, a 

very involved story. I cannot praise it enough. 

 

Tania  

A political and historical story of family allegiance and betrayal  

‘The King's Sister’ by Anne O'Brien is the story Elizabeth of Lancaster, sister to 

the future King Henry IV. It is a historical book about family allegiance, love, 

intrigue and political turmoil. Elizabeth is married off against her wishes to a 

young boy. The marriage is strategic and to create alliances. But Elizabeth falls 

in love with John Holland, Duke of Exeter, half-brother to King Richard II and 

defies her father by getting married, therefore rejecting her duties. 

When Elizabeth's brother Henry becomes King by seizing the throne from King 

Richard II, John who is a confidant to King Richard masterminds a plot against 

Henry. Elizabeth is trapped as she has to choose between her family and her 

husband. Does she betray the one or the other, defy her king and betray her 

family or her husband that risks getting sent to his death. The book is 

exciting, it is full of suspense, fast pacing and impossible to put 

down. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


