
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The Last Pier by Roma Tearne 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Jane Ashbrook  

Well-written and atmospheric, 

this unusual love story unfolds 

into a compelling tragic 

drama.  

The novel takes place prior to the 

Second World War and 

concentrates on Cecily - a thirteen 

year old, who has a habit of 

eavesdropping adult conversations. 

Tragedy hits her seemingly loving 

family and changes her life 

completely, we are led though her 

memories (29 years later) to 

discover the truth.  

The style of the novel is unusual and 

jumps backwards and forwards - as 

Cecily's memories unfurl and I had 

to concentrate hard to make sure I 

didn’t miss anything. Having said 

that, the book was a pleasure to 

read and I was compelled to discover the events leading up to the tragedy 

referred to early in the book.  

I loved the styled of Roma Tearne's writing and will seek out her 

other novels. 

 

Lorraine Blencoe 

This book oozes the heat of the summer of 1939 out of every page. 

From start to finish the reader can smell and feel each experience, it 



is that atmospheric.  

Two families approach the onset of war when a tragedy strikes them that leads 

to a web of lies and secrets being slowly discovered. The story is full of infidelity 

and intrigue. It is grown up women's fiction and a gripping read. It demands 

the reader's full attention. 

Only after decades have passed, with guilt being carried by the wrong people, is 

it discovered what really was going on within these families, and within society 

too, when most of the protagonists have gone and can no longer tell their own 

story. 

Thoroughly enjoyed it! 

 

Doreen McKeown 

I've got mixed feelings about this book.  It's a dual time frame novel in which the 

events of the Summer before the start of WW2 are recounted via the reminisces 

of the principal character, Cecily, when she revisits the family home. 

Cecily is an 11 year old girl in that Summer.  She lives on a farm with her 

parents and older brother and sister.   As the story develops it becomes 

apparent that virtually every member of the family is harbouring a secret and 

in some cases leading a double life, resulting in a tragedy which profoundly 

affects the whole family.   The secrets are gradually revealed as the novel 

progresses and there's a very surprising twist towards the end. 

All these elements should add up to a very good story, but it didn't really engage 

me until about the last quarter of the book - I found the first part quite 

confusing.  I thought the writing style was an odd mixture - it was 

positively lyrical in parts, which I admired, but strange in other 

parts.  

 

Annette Woolfson 

This novel, set in the sultry days before the outbreak of war in late summer 1939 

is beautifully written. You can sense the oppressive heat and the rumbling of 

approaching hostilities. Cecily, the main character eavesdrops on whispered 

conversations amongst the adults - her parents, her aunt Kitty, her elder sister 

Rose and the mysterious Robert Wilson. As expected, misunderstandings arise 

and it is only when she returns to the family home after a period of twenty-nine 

years that she begins to make sense of what really happened during that 



eventful summer. 

I wasn’t sure about this novel at the start however the story, and the way it was 

written, drew me in. Cecily’s mother is taking part in the Mass Observation 

Project and Roma Tearne has excelled in micro observation resulting in magical 

story-telling. Her eye for meticulous detail, her lyrical writing and the 

story’s twists and turns left me unsettled. This story will stay with 

me for a long time. 

Many thanks for giving me the opportunity to read this, not sure I would have 

chosen it from the blurb but really enjoyed it. 

 

Edel Waugh - www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

The story begins in 1939 and primarily tells the story of two families, the 

Maudsleys and the Molinellos before the outbreak of war in England. The 

Maudsleys and Molinellos are friends as well as sharing interests in each other's 

work, the Molinellos have an ice-cream shop and the Maudsleys supply them 

with the fruit needed for their delicious goods. The main storyteller of the story 

is Cecily Maudsley and through her eyes we see a lot of what is going on with all 

the various people surrounding her as she has a habit of eavesdropping on 

people's conversations and we get to know what she sees. Her sister Rose is who 

she is most envious of but Rose comes with her own demons. A tense time 

because of the fear of the outbreak of war was made worse by family issues and 

discrimination, spies were watched out for, and danger did not seem too far 

away. Gripping, emotional and impossible to put down. 

 

Jane Macleod 

‘The Last Pier’ follows the story of Cecily, her family, and those who live nearby.  

With great realism the author helps the reader to understand Cecily and really 

conveys the complexity of Cecily’s personality.  With greater insight we begin to 

understand that Cecily is more than a child who wants to be as grown up as her 

sister. 

Set against Britain on the verge of war and a very hot summer the story begins 

in a genteel way, with a shock in the opening chapters of the book.  The tension 

continues to build throughout the story and I found I had to read more to find 

out what happened next. 

The book is detailed and complex at times, but the attention to detail 

in developing Cecily’s character really make the reader part of the 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com/


tension of family life, relationships and tragedy. 

I really enjoyed the book and would read others by this author. 

 

Kath Martin 

At last a beautifully crafted book with some of the most exquisite 

prose.  A gripping story with lots of intricacies - but not one to rush.  

I savoured every page.  To me this deserves to become a modern classic and one 

I am sure I will re-read many times.  Personally, I would put it on a par with 

'To Kill a Mocking Bird' or 'The Great Gatsby'. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

An intriguing tale written in an elegant style and told in flashbacks 

to the period just before the start of WW2, and also in the present.  

Cecily, the youngest daughter in the Maudsley family comes back to her former 

home after nearly 30 years away. She's returned to finally find out exactly what 

happened when her beautiful elder sister Rose died so young at age 17. Why 

does Cecily carry so much guilt, and was her sister murdered or was it a terrible 

accident that Cecily could have prevented.  

The mystery surrounding this death and her part in it has haunted her for a 

long time and at last she feels strong enough to face her fears and discover what 

really happened. 

So much in the neighbourhood has changed but she finds clues to what 

happened and starts to discover the truth about Rose's death and the other dark 

events that occurred at that time. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Another 'must-read' story from one of the best author's around – 

thanks Roma Tearne.  

‘The Last Pier’ is a compelling plot written in engaging prose and covering the 

life of one single individual, Cecily, as 13 year old in the final days before WW2 

and then her current self in the Aug 1968.   Despite the 40 years which separate 

her, Cecily remains as confused by the events that resulted in her older sister, 

Rose's, death, as she did as a child. 

So, haunted by the loss and as a result of her inheriting the family home after 



the death of her father, she determines to return to her brith place from where 

she has been absent for 29 years, to learn the truth and set the 'voices' which she 

has lived with free. 

The heat of that Aug 1939 summer oozes from the pages.  As does the 

frustrations of a 13 year old who wants to grow up, be treated as her sister is 

treated and live the life she so greedily envies in Rose. She wants Carlo, son of 

Italian immigrants who run Hokey Pokey ice-ceam parlour, to be attracted to 

her and not, as she believes, her sister. 

And now the troubled 40 year old Cecily needs to find answers to move on with 

her life.  To do this she must learn the secret which she believed all those around 

her shared when she was a child – her adoring yet increasingly absent father, 

her fickle mother, her flamboyant Aunt Kitty, the owners of the ice-cream 

parlur, brothers Lucio and Mario, 'Pinky' Wilson who claims to be assessing 

potential land to be turned into food production in the war effort and of course, 

Tom, who arrives having left Germany with his parents to escape from the 

imminent dangers of war.  

Is there a secret or it is simply the misunderstandings of a 13 year old child 

prone to eavesdrop on adult conversation drive this brilliant story forward. 

 

Rachael Anderson  

A beautifully written tale of sibling rivalry, family secrets and 

terrible loss.  Incredibly atmospheric.  

‘The Last Pier’ is beautifully written. It tells the tale of Cecily, her family and 

childhood neighbours. The novel continuously jumps backwards and forwards 

in time: from just before the Second World War, to nearly three decades later.  

The reader is made aware very early on in the novel of a family tragedy and the 

implications for Cecily. As we progress through ‘The Last Pier’, we find out why 

the tragedy occurred and many of the other secrets of the community in which 

Cecily's family lived. 

Setting the novel in the sultry summer of 1939, with all the fears of the fast 

approaching Second World War, heightens the atmospheric tensions of a family 

nearing disaster.   

It was very difficult to put down once I had started it. An excellent read. 

 

Josie Barton  



This is a haunting story of love, loss and family secrets in a world 

irrevocably changed by the circumstances of war.  

In 1939, dark war clouds are gathering and for eleven year old Cecily Maudsley 

life is about to be changed forever. Palmyra Farm, the Maudsley’s family home, 

is a place of secrets and hidden desires and Cecily’s relationship with her mother 

Agnes and her older sister Rose is fraught with petty squabbles and minor 

sibling jealousies. However, a devastating tragedy shakes the very foundations 

of Cecily’s family, and the repercussions will reverberate for years to come.  

Effortlessly slipping between two very different time frames, the book moves 

from the 1930’s to the 1960’s when Cecily returns to the family home after an 

absence of 29 years, and as she remembers the summer she turned fourteen, old 

secrets are exposed with shocking consequences. However, for Cecily there is no 

escape from reality and she must come to terms with her past before she can 

face her future. 

Roma Tearne is a very fine writer and is able, with just a few words, to capture 

the reader and hold them in the palm of her hand. The writing is languid and 

poetic, almost cinematic in quality, and conjures time and place so perfectly 

that I felt like I had gone back to a time of hostilities, hidden desires and 

dreadful secrets. Part family saga, with a well written mystery at its core, this is 

a fascinating read and is highly recommended. 

http://jaffareadstoo.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Evelyn Love- Gajardo 

This is a beautifully written novel set in the last days before the 

outbreak of World War Two.  It manages to convey a sense of nostalgia for 

the times before the war but also a sense of foreboding for what is to come. The 

story is told from the point of view of Cecily, who is thirteen, and the narrative 

switches between 1939 and 1968, when Cecily returns as an adult to the family 

home she was forced to leave after the death of her older sister Rose, for which 

she always felt responsible. 

Clues and hints about what happened to Rose are dropped in throughout the 

novel but it's not till near the end that you finally learn what happened to her, 

and what caused it to happen.  

A good holiday read, which I would recommend. 

 

http://jaffareadstoo.blogspot.co.uk/


Angela O'Donovan  

I loved this book.  

What a wonderful satisfying read. 

This movingly told story captured my heart and mind, kept me up 

into the early hours and drew me as though I was there through 

summer 1939.  

Roma Tearne caught me in the first pages. The story is around Cecily who 

returns to her childhood home in 1968, semi-reluctantly as she is haunted by 

confused memories and unsettled business in her unconscious. While there are 

two time frames, it is mostly a telling of her past, and the two are not confused. 

The story is made up of her recollections of summer 1939, her family, with often 

difficult relationships between them but with much in common with any family 

with teenagers. They live on a farm close to a village and are very much part of 

the community, including and especially an Italian family who are very settled 

in their new home.  

A war is imminent and an atmosphere of fear mixed with disbelief and 

suspicion begins to settle around. There are clearly some secrets and long 

concealed emotions at work set against this background and a tragedy where 

Cecily's older sister dies in a fire changes everything for Cecily who is suddenly 

sent away to live with her aunt. This trauma lives with her and it is not clear 

why such a family break up happens until Cecily learns more on her return.  

It is a very moving story, with well-drawn believable characters, a story told at 

a wonderful pace, taking time to draw us in.  

I loved this book - thank you Lovereading UK! 

 

Sarah Jones  

Slightly disappointing as it wasn't what I expected, but overall well 

written and a good read.  

Cecily is eleven years old at the outbreak of World War Two and her childhood 

is about to be torn apart, though not necessarily in the way you would guess. 

Her older sister Rose is beautiful and glamorous and is living the life Cecily 

wants, albeit a life full of secrets. Cecily's eavesdropping ultimately leads to 

fatal consequences. 

The plot was good in this although the time jumps to the grown up Cecily 

seemed a bit pointless. I wanted to return to her childhood and I didn't feel very 



engaged with her as an adult. I enjoyed the twists and turns of the story even 

though I wasn't expecting it to be quite so much of a 'whodunnit' from the 

synopsis on the back cover. I did guess most of the big plot reveals early on 

which was a bit disappointing. Cecily and most of the other main characters 

were well written, interesting and believable, especially her mother Agnes and 

the Italian Lucio. I enjoyed the detail of what happened to the Molinello family 

and how Italian families were treated and suspected at that time. Enough 

information was given to make the reader care about the family in advance of 

the Arandora Star tragedy, especially poor Mario who I felt genuinely just 

wanted to do the best for his family. I wasn't as convinced by the motives of 

Cecily's father Selwyn and found his eventual actions when read all together 

slightly unbelievable.  

Overall though this was a good read which I enjoyed. 

 

Bev Farningham 

It’s August 1939 and Cecily is 11 years old and growing up on a farm with her 

parents, elder sister and brother. However the storm clouds of a war are 

looming and this will affect friendships, family relationships and actions. Until 

the unspeakable. Cecily is known as the listener - though she does not 

understand all she hears and files it away in her head for later. Also she has 

voices in her head talking to her.  

Fast forward 27 years and Cecily has returned to the farm to try and lay the 

ghosts of the past to rest and also find out the truth - but at what cost?  

Great characterisation and the story and events are likened to 

birdsong, the sky plus moon, stars and sun. Read slowly to really get 

the feel.  

Only one niggle - tom appeared as a convenient afterthought and then just 

disappeared.  

 

Kathryn Whitfield 

A beautifully written tale of love, war, family secrets and child 

innocence.  

Set in 1939 and 1968 Cecily, the main character, returns to her family home in 

1968 to find answers to her past. 

A lovely story, I really enjoyed it especially the history elements most of all. The 



story is moving, has lots of drama and unexpected twists. 

I would recommend this book if you like light mystery, love or history stories. 

I will definitely be reading more by Roma Tearne. 

You can follow Kathryn on Twitter: @KathreenieA 

 

Sharon Butler 

An interesting read and told from the perspective of the past and the 

present. Cecily returns to her family home endeavouring to find 

answers to a fateful summer in 1939, before the outbreak of WW2. 

Set just before WW2, the story is told in great detail through the eyes of Cecily 

both in the present day and as a young girl – back in the summer of 1939. 

The story is quite confusing in places but it becomes apparent that most of 

Cecily’s family are harbouring secrets.  This leads to a tragedy which affects the 

whole family in more ways than one. 

Unfortunately I got quite bored in places and found the story quite long winded.  

Whereas I can read a good book in a few days (I have 3 young children), this 

one took me ages to get through as all I really wanted was for the author to “get 

to the point”.   

Not one of my favourites. 


