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Phylippa Smithson  

Brilliant.  Brilliant. Brilliant.  Just 

read this brilliant murder-mystery on 

a lazy sun and fun holiday.  It was 

perfect!  

The rapid pace, the black humour, the real-

life locations (Scotland, Melbourne and 

beyond), the familiarity and reality of the 

characters all made for this to be a complete 

winner. 

Not sure there is much more I can add except 

I am now committed to reading all books in 

the DCI Daley series and so should yoos! 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

A cracking Scottish Detective Thriller. 

All action and a great story.  

DCI Jim Daley is now in a rural backwater 

(according to his bosses) but when James 

Machie, a violent Glasgow criminal gangland boss, who Daley helped convict, 

suddenly re-emerges from the grave, the quiet life is shattered. 

Machie had been assassinated on the way to prison and everyone saw his body. 

He has apparently come back to life and anyone who had a hand in his 

conviction is worried. 

The main witness at Machie’s trial  (and his ex right hand man) is in witness 

protection on Jim Daleys patch. DS Scott, Jims friend, is also prime target for 

Machie as he grew up with them all in Glasgow and played a big part in his 

conviction. 



Apart from all this there is tobacco and drugs smuggling in the area. Jim knows 

that something is wrong but cannot put a finger on it. 

As the body count rises it become more tense and twisted.  

A great crime thriller and when you get used to the dialect used occasionally, it 

is a real page turner. 

Good characters, some likeable, some not. Lots of whisky drinking and muddled 

heads. 

I haven’t read the first book but I am now off to find it and I cannot 

wait for the next one. 

A good read.  

 

Jane Brown - www.goodreads.com/review/show/992005241 

This is an detective novel to look out for- sequel to ‘Whiskey From Small Glasses’ 

- Rebus meets Taggart a great scottish novel  

Wow impressed what an explosive read and I have not read Meyrick 

first book. 

So as you have gathered this is the sequel. Taggart meats Rebus. 

Essentially DCI Jim Daley a Scottish detective and the man he convicted is out 

to get him. 

The storyline is fast with twists and turns. 

Meyrick writes a great Scottish detective novel, his writing is good and his 

characters are real. 

This book will be definitely be in the top ten this summer. 

I eagerly await his next book- powerful stuff. 

 

Ray Orgill 

An intriguing investigation into a series of quite horrific murders which appear 

to be being committed by a career criminal who is already deceased.  Most of 

the action takes place in Scotland and features Scottish detectives so there is a 

vast amount of conversation written in dialect which makes for a different 

experience.  It is filled with violence and the language, even in dialect, 

is raw so it is not for the squeamish. 



 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

As a devotee of crime thrillers I was delighted to find a new detective 

– DCI Jim Daley – to follow and  the story  certainly had a promising 

start. The violent deaths of a couple in suburban Australia was an interesting 

beginning particularly when  we were quickly  transported back to a small 

town in Scotland.  It was not a total surprise  to discover that they had been 

part of a major gangland crackdown some years before involving our leading 

detective and his colleagues.  Their normally quiet town suddenly came to 

frightening life as they try to protect the man responsible for  giving evidence 

which resulted in the successful prosecutions. Now in witness protection under 

another name, events move fast as he and other former gang members are 

tracked down.  With plenty of action throughout it moved along very well.  

Although not exactly unpredictable in content or result it is still entertaining.  

Good characterisation and  seemingly accurate procedures make events seem 

remotely possible with enough twists to keep you interested.    I found it an 

enjoyable if not totally convincing tale which was spoilt by one thing that 

irritated me from start to finish. Why oh why is it necessary to have some 

conversations written in “Scottish dialect” ?   I for one can imagine the accent 

without having it  spelt out.  Sir Walter Scott  may have done it but that was 

almost two hundred years ago.  I would like to read more DCI Daley stories but 

felt his briefly touched on  family situation was not very relevant to the story 

though could perhaps open up possibilities for the future. 

 

Kerry Bridges - www.iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

Just when Scott and Daley thought they were safe, a terrible blast from the past 

appears.  

DS Brian Scott and DCI Jim Daley arrested notorious gangster, James Machie, 

five years ago and on the way to prison he was killed.  How is it possible that 

JayMac is back and planning his revenge on the people who put him away.  And 

where does that leave Scott and Daley? 

This is apparently the second novel in the Daley series and now that I have read 

it, I definitely intend to go back and read the first one - always the sign of an 

enjoyable book!  It did not really detract from the story not having read it, but I 

would like to know the full story of JayMac's arrest and so on as I did find the 

relationships between the criminals interesting. 



 

Even though I have obviously missed some background story, I found the 

characters of Scott, Daley and Donald very real and extremely rounded and I 

quickly felt sympathy for the policemen caught up in this awful situation.  I have 

to declare now that I really don't like speech which is written phonetically and it 

is a sign that I enjoyed this book that I almost managed to forget about that 

aspect.  I also found the relationhship between Scott and the criminals he had 

grown up with very believable and clearly very difficult - Meyrick is clearly an 

excellent observer of human nature and this comes across very clearly in the 

novel. 

All in all, I really enjoyed ‘The Last Witness’ and would highly 

recommend it as an easy, but interesting read.  I had a small issue with 

the explanation of JayMac's amazing "return", but the rest of it was down to 

earth and very believable.  I shall go and put ‘Whiskey From Small Glasses’ on 

my wishlist straightaway. 

 

Ian Harvey-Brown - twitter @IanHarveyBrown 

The strong points are no doubt the sparky dialogue and the thread of 

humour that runs through the story like a rich seam. The weakness 

is the plot.  

I was disappointed with this book overall.  

The strong points are no doubt the sparky dialogue and the thread of humour 

that runs through it like a rich seam. The dialogue especially is authentic and 

amusing.  

Where the book falls down is the plot. I thought the story was really quite 

predictable. There was also, in my view, a lack of tension that you’d expect from 

a thriller. Even the ending, which is alluded to throughout the story, fizzles out 

at the end like a damp squid. 

 As a thriller, I’m not sure it works. There isn’t enough dynamics to keep me 

turning the pages. I also never felt that the central character of DCI Daley was 

fleshed out enough. The other characters were unconvincing. The 

daughter/father relationship between Sarah and MacDougall didn’t ring true to 

me.   

There is absolutely no doubt that the author knows his police procedures and 

certainly one can’t fault the authentic feel of the book. The setting, with its 

Scottish landscapes and seascapes, is also very beautifully detailed. However, in 



the end,  this simply isn’t enough to rescue the book from being a rather dull 

read. 

 

Gavin Dimmock - www.themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

James Machie, violent gangster, is out for revenge against his former partner. 

DCI Jim Daley has to find and stop Machie. 

But how will Daley stop a man who was shot to death five years earlier?  

DCI Jim Daley is settling into life in a small Scottish town when he is shocked to 

learn that James Machie, a violent crime lord, is out for revenge against his 

former criminal partners. Daley is further shocked by the news that Machie's 

target is living under witness protection on his own patch. But that is nothing to 

the shock of of discovering Machie is still alive - especially after he was shot to 

death five years earlier while in the back of  a police ambulance and Daley 

himself had attended the postmortem. 

This is a brisk thriller with almost movie like pacing, something 

interesting, exciting or violent happens on almost every page. The 

chapters are punchy and the characters, on the whole, are engaging. I 

especially liked Daley's sidekick, DS Scott, he is possibly a stereotypical 

policeman - rather fond of his drink and often talks his way into trouble with his 

superiors- but he is well written and hard to dislike. 

However, despite what I have already said, I did have to put this book down 

and take a brief respite from it; a break in which I started and finished two 

other novels. 

Why?, you ask. Well, I struggled with the very strong Scottish dialect that 

Meyrick uses. At times the language is almost too broad to to understand and it 

took several rereads before I understood what the characters were saying. The 

strong accents certainly give the characters depth and authenticity which 

greatly helps the story but it took me a while to get my ear (eye?) attuned. 

Having said that, after my sojourn with Stephen King, I picked this up again 

and fair rattled through to the gripping climax. 

 

Arlene Davidson  

This book is a definite must-read! A right guid read!!  

The Last Witness is the second novel featuring DCI Jim Daley. (‘Whisky from 



Small Glasses’ is the first in the series and definitely worth a read!) 

The characters are well developed and the storyline is full of twists and turns, 

with dark humour throughout. I particularly like the dialogue used, especially 

from DS Scott who has great one liners! I was guessing right up to the end who 

the "baddie" was!  

‘The Last Witness’ is one of those books you want to finish to find out the ending 

but then desperate for the next book!    

Thank you to Lovereading for giving me the chance to read this book. It's one of 

the best books I've read and will be recommending it to everyone!   

Can't wait for the next book!!! 


